An eventful year.
From the Revd. Mike Loader, Assistant Priest, Tavistock
Who’d have thought it? First Brexit, with Theresa replacing David, and
then Donald Trump; truly an eventful year in politics, but not just in
politics. Major earthquakes in Ecuador and Italy, the Brussels and
Orlando shootings, the Zika virus sweeping South America, further
North Korean nuclear tests, and ISIS destruction of the oldest
Christian Monastery in Iraq. However, Britain did unexpectedly well in
the Olympics and England almost lifted the T20 Cricket World Cup in
India!
But just where, brothers and sisters, is our real focus as Christians, as
disciples of our Lord Jesus? At this time of year, when the shops are so
full of ‘tinsel’, our focus should be on the most momentous event in
human history, the birth of Jesus, the Son of the living God. God
Himself becoming incarnate, taking human flesh and breaking into His
own created physical universe as the babe born at Bethlehem around
Tabernacles time during the September of 3 BC. And with that
intervention God brought to us all the promise and hope of eternal
life, and an earth that will be renewed with justice righteousness, and
peace.
As Joy and I take a short break in my former work place of Cyprus,
looking at the still blue Mediterranean Sea, it seems difficult to believe
that just a few hundred miles to the east there is still the fighting and
suffering going on in Syria after five years. When will this all end? And
it is not just the people of Syria enduring such turmoil. Indeed, when
will it all end? At our present rate of concern and action from the
international community, perhaps not for some while, but as Christians
we have a sure hope that an end will come with peace for all of God’s
creation. Our hope is in the Prince of Peace, once the babe of
Bethlehem. Our recent Advent focus has not just been on our Lord
Jesus’s first Advent but also on the promise of His second Advent,
‘Christ will come again’.
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So here we are again, with Christmas almost upon us and I wonder
what are your thoughts and feelings as we enter this month? Amidst all
of the above turmoil is it one of excitement, dread, expectation,
anticipation, joy?
December is such a busy month where it seems that there is so much
more to do than in any other month. There are extra tasks including
services, festivals, celebrations and all of these make extra demands on
our time and sometimes limited energy, so please pray for all involved
in our Churches, and especially for those working so hard at home as
well to give us such a special time.
But Christmas, although busy, is a fun time for most of us. There can
be fun in the extra entertaining, and of course in celebrating Christ’s
birth as we give gifts to family and friends, reminding us of the Magi
presenting their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to the young
child Jesus on the 25th of December 2 BC. But let us not forget the full
story of Christmas and the words of the angels to the shepherds in
their fields:
”I bring you news of great joy…to you is born this day a Saviour, who
is Christ the Lord”…”And suddenly a multitude of the Heavenly host
Praising God and saying,
Glory to God in the highest and on earth PEACE among men…” (Luke
2 vs 10-14)
So at Christmas God sent His Son Jesus to be our Saviour, to set us
free from our sin and rebellion against God, and to restore us to a
right relationship with Him, and for us to know God’s Peace, both in
our hearts and in our lives! That seems a pretty good Christmas gift to
me!
Even at this busy time of year, how about taking some time out to
meditate on some Scriptures referring to this wonderful gift to us of
God’s Peace. Maybe we will then be better equipped to deal with the
many extra pressures that come upon us, and able to quieten our
hearts and minds to all the turmoil around.
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In the New Testament there are 87 references to Peace and most of
St Paul’s letters to the churches begin with the prayer, “Grace and
PEACE from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you”.
So here are just a few scriptures to get us started:Jesus said; “Peace I leave with you, my Peace I give to you….not as the
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled neither
let them be afraid” (John 14 vs 27)
“And let the Peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called, and be thankful” (Col 3 vs15)
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the
PEACE of God, which transcends all understanding will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil 4vs7)
So let us take some time out of our bustling lives to reflect upon these
words and also to give God thanks for the many blessings, and
especially for the blessings of peace and security, that we take for
granted and enjoy in the ‘free world’.
In the words of the Carol,
Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring;
O hush the noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels sing.
My prayer this Christmastide is that the God of Peace Himself will
abide with and in us all.
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December 2016 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Thurs 1

10.30 am
7 pm
7.30 pm

Christmas Tree Festival open until 4.30 pm
St Luke’s Hospice ‘Light up a Life’ Service
Tavi Praise – St Andrew’s, Whitchurch

Fri 2

10.30 am

Christmas Tree Festival open until 4.30 pm

Sat 3

10.30 am

Christmas Tree Festival open until 4.30 pm

Sun 4

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
11.30 am
Christmas Tree Festival open until 3.30 pm
4 pm
Christingle Service
6 pm
Said Evening Prayer

Tue 6

7.30 pm

Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road

Wed 7

10.30 am
3.30 pm

Holy Communion
Messy Church

Fri 9

8.30 am
9.30 am
10 am

Holy Communion
Holy Dusters
Coffee Morning in church

Sat 10

7.30 pm

Mount Kelly Choral Society concert

Sun 11

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion with Baptism
9.45 am
Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor
2.45 pm
Crossfield Singers Carol Concert – St Michael’s,
Brent Tor
6 pm
Evensong with hymns
6.30 pm
Carol Service – Gulworthy
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December 2016 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Wed 14

10.30 am
2 pm
2 pm
6 pm
7 pm
7.30 pm

Holy Communion
Mary Tavy School Carol Service – Christ Church, Brentor
Tavistock College Carol Service
Mary Tavy School Carol Service – Christ Church, Brentor
Tavistock College Carol Service
Ignatian Prayer Group – 31 Grenville Drive

Thurs 15

9.45 am
2 pm

Tavistock Community Primary
School Christmas Service
Christmas present wrapping

Fri 16

8.30 am
10 am
2 pm

Holy Communion
Mount Kelly Prep and College Carol Services
Tavistock Church Schools’ Christmas Service

Sat 17

7.30 pm

Ten Tors Orchestra concert

Sun 18

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Christingle Service – Gulworthy
6 pm
Carol Service

Wed 21

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 23

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Sat 24

CHRISTMAS EVE
4 pm
Crib Service (especially for children)
6 pm
Crib Service (especially for children)
11 pm
Midnight Mass – Gulworthy
11 pm
Midnight Mass – Christ Church, Brentor
11.30 pm Midnight Mass shared with Tavistock Methodists
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December 2016 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Sun 25

CHRISTMAS DAY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.30 am
Family Communion
11 am
Holy Communion – Gulworthy
3 pm
Carol Service – St Michael’s, Brent Tor

Wed 28

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 30

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Our heartfelt thanks go this month to all those
Ministers and Lay Readers who give so freely
of their time to ensure that all the services
throughout the Parishes of Tavistock,
Gulworthy and Brentor are able to take place.
Their commitment to our churches is very
much appreciated.
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From the Vicarage …
One of the joys of the approach to Christmas is the number of nativity
plays in schools, playgroups and Churches. They are always well
attended and those who see children and young people taking part see
something which is very special and precious. I am sure many of you
will have attended such occasions and seen the story of the birth of
Christ retold with familiar words and actions.
In the Bible, both St Matthew and St Luke tell the Nativity story,
although they do so from different perspectives. In both, angels play a
significant part. St Matthew tells the story from Joseph’s view point.
Joseph has a dream in which an angel tells him to take Mary as his wife.
It is an angel who appears to Joseph in a dream and tells him to take
his wife and child to Egypt because of Herod’s attempts to kill the
child. St Luke tells the story from Mary’s perspective and begins with
the birth of John the Baptist. Luke’s account also tells of the
involvement of angels. An angel speaks to Zechariah the priest,
Elizabeth’s husband, and then to Mary with the good news that she is
to bear a child. Angels also appear to the shepherds on the hillsides of
Bethlehem who then go to see the baby. While, in Matthew, it is the
wise men who make a long journey to find the Christ child.
In the Nativity plays we will see over the coming weeks, the accounts
of Jesus’s birth, as recorded by both St Matthew and St Luke, are
combined to give the story we know so well. All the plays we shall
see also contain “added extras” – the Innkeeper (at least one,
sometimes many more – often with a speaking part), the ox, the ass,
and three kings rather than wise men. We make additions all the time
and we interpret the story in different ways because there is a
timelessness to it. It invites us to use our imaginations, to think, to
wonder, and to become part of the story ourselves. What is most
beautiful is that at the heart of the Nativity story is a God who comes
to us. God takes on our humanity and makes himself known to us.
God chooses to enter into a new relationship with human beings, with
shepherds and wise men, and with you and me.
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St John, who does not have an account of the birth of Christ in his
gospel, says: “In the beginning was the word and the word was with
God and the word was God …. And the word became flesh and dwelt
amongst us”. As Christmas approaches, we are all invited, once again,
to celebrate God who makes himself known to us. He comes to us to
show us how to live and how to love. All human life is part of this
story, it is a story of care and concern, and of involvement with the
world in which we live. Jesus comes into all the complexities of human
living to show us through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, that
things can be different, things can be changed. As Mary, Joseph, the
angels, the shepherds, and the wise men play their part in the story of
pointing to Jesus and the new life he offers, so too we are invited to
become part of this story once again this Christmas.
May the joy, peace and love of the Christmas season be yours.
Chris Hardwick
Prayer for Christmas **
In the power of the Spirit and in unity with Christ a prayer
to the Father.
As we come again, heavenly Father, to celebrate with joy
the nativity and coming into our world of your Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ, we thank you for that glorious song
of old that came upon the midnight clear.
We pray that the message of the angels singing, with their
harps of gold, of peace on the earth and goodwill to all will
soon become a reality in our troubled world. A time when
the prince of peace will reign and all peoples on earth will
repeat, and be filled with, that song of peace and goodwill.
Amen

**Adapted from the carol ‘It came upon a midnight clear’
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From the Parish Office ……
Many of you probably do not know that when I applied for the position
of Parish Administrator nearly five years ago, my application went into
the ‘Spam’ section of the church’s email account! I had obviously had no
response to my application but was in town one day doing some work
for Brentor Parish Council when I found myself walking down the
pathway to the parish centre. I did not know that the parish centre
existed or for that matter where it was but there I was knocking on the
door and being greeted by two very bemused ladies. As they say ‘the
rest is history’, but I truly believe that God wanted me to have this job
and for that I shall always be eternally grateful. To that end I pray each
day that he will grant me ‘a quietness of mind, to be patient and always
to be kind’. I know I fall short some days, especially when the phone
rings off the hook and no sooner have I cleared my email inbox than it
fills up again, but that is the nature of this job which has grown and
grown each year.
I would like to say a special thank you to the people who work quietly
in the background to make my working life a little more manageable.
To Christine Everitt who comes in each Monday morning to put the
posters in the three noticeboards and the church. This is no mean feat
when the rain is lashing down and the wind is blowing such a gale that
the posters threaten to fly across Plymouth Road and the noticeboard
doors seem to have a mind all of their own as one attempts to keep
them open! This is one job I really do not like and I am very grateful to
Chris for all her help.
To Judy Cooper who collects the Tavistock pew-sheets every Friday
morning and dutifully folds all 200 hundred of them before returning
them to church on Saturday. I feel guilty when I ask Judy to include an
additional insert in each one but she never complains and makes sure
everything is ready for the Sunday morning services. Judy also sorts out
each month all the parish magazines into their separate packages so that
they can be collected and delivered to those who have ordered them.
Your help is very much appreciated Judy.
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And to Elizabeth Hodge and Kate Kelly who come in every Friday
morning to collect the pew-sheets and notices for Gulworthy and
Brentor and make sure they too are folded and ready for the services
on Sunday.

My office may not look like this but sometimes it feels like
this!!
Mandy Betts

Toys for Christmas
Thursday 15 December 2 pm
in church

A ‘wrapping party’
to wrap the toys going to the Children’s Centre
Please bring paper, scissors and tape if you can.
All welcome!
Steven Martin 611148
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Rehearsals start in January for our Good Friday community play in
Tavistock town centre. Producer Steven Martin has been encouraged
by the response from those who attended recent open events about
this outdoor retelling of the Easter story, and welcomes more
volunteers of any age to act, sing or support. Read more below,
then get in touch via tavistockpp@gmail.com for more detail.
The Tavistock Passion starts 11 am on Good Friday morning (14
April 2017). It’s a promenade performance, in period costume,
expected to last around an hour. (The route will be published nearer
the date). Dramatic scenes from the final days of Jesus’ life on
earth, scripted from the gospel stories by our Director, David
Stranks, are linked by original choral music by award-winning local
composer Andrew Wilson.
Rehearsals for actors and the choir will take place on Wednesday
evenings from 11 January. While a number of roles have been cast,
we are still looking for men aged 18 to 40 interested in playing the
role of Jesus, disciples, or Roman soldiers, and for people of any age
(including families) to join in crowd action or cameo scenes. There is
also more room for singers in the four part choir. Early testers say
they are really enjoying the music.
On the support side:
 We want to strengthen the stage management team, looking
both for technical experience to guide the planning and for
people to help on the day in setting up and moving
equipment.
 Fundraising help for our treasurer Daniel Leonard-Williams:
there will be no charge to see the performance, so we are
seeking grants, sponsorship and donations to cover all the
costs.
 Creative roles: including help with publicity, prop and
costume design.
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General helpers: both during rehearsals (paperwork,
refreshments, etc) and on the day (dressers, runners, etc).

We are keen to involve as many people as practical in this
community play. Many roles that need no prior experience, and we
aim to find ways to enable everyone who is keen to take part. You
can just come on 11 January (7.30 pm at the Parish Centre) to
enquire, but if you can email in advance, all the better.
St Eustachius’ Church safeguarding policies apply to involvement of
children and young people (under 18) or vulnerable adults, who
should be accompanied on first attendance so arrangements can be
agreed.

Friday Holy Communion
starting 9th December, 8.30am

Every Friday, from Friday 9th December onwards, in addition to the
10.30am Wednesday Holy Communion service, there will be an
additional weekday service of Holy Communion held in the Lady
Chapel at 8.30am (following Morning Prayer) on Fridays at 8.30am.
The service will last no longer than 30 minutes.
Please note: attendance at 8am Morning Prayer is by no means
compulsory for those wishing to attend the 8.30am, nor is attendance
at the Holy Communion compulsory for those attending Morning
Prayer, but you are, of course, welcome and encouraged to come to
both!
Steven Martin.
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St Eustachius’ Church
Living with Bereavement:
The Funeral has taken place, we have said our farewells,
family and friends have returned home, and we are left alone
with our memories, of love, joys and sadness
and maybe regrets.

Bereavement leaves us in places we are not familiar with and
finds us in different situations that we are not used to.
We would like to invite you to “Living with Bereavement”, a
new group to be held on the third Thursday of the month from
2.00 pm until 3.30 pm in the Parish Centre Tavistock, next to
the Bedford Hotel, where over a cup of tea and cake we can
share with others going through similar experiences of the loss
of a loved one. This group is for everyone, so please do come
and join us.
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Would you like to advertise in the
magazine?
Contact Mandy in the parish office
616673
parishoffice@tavychurch.eclipse.co.uk
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Having Trouble
Reaching Your Feet?

Morris Bros

Try the
Toe Nail Cutting Service
By qualified technician £10

Funeral
Directors

Note this service is not suitable for everyone

Established in 1870
Your local independent Funeral Director is
owned & run by the fifth generation of the
Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke. We
provide a qualified, professional &
sensitive service to the people of
Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon &
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford
Foundry providing you with a very
personal service regardless of the time of
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service on

Also offering full
Reflexology £25
per hour
Available at TASS Anchorage
Centre on Wednesday and Bere
Ferrers Church Hall on Friday.

01822 612023
Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

For an appointment
call Pat on 07845 932597
or 01822 610262

www.morrisbros.co.uk

www.patwarne.com

The Old Bedford Foundry
Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ

The Bedford Hotel
The Bedford — Tavistock’s
favourite retreat
A warm welcome awaits.
Join us for:
Morning Coffee
Bar Lunch
Sunday Lunch
Dinner
Tel 01822 613221
www.bedford-hotel.co.uk
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Tidings from Tavistock …
The Christmas Tree Festival

got off to flying start with
the opening ceremony on Friday 25 November, Dickensian Evening. The
Mayor, Councillor Mandy Ewings, officiated and the Church Schools’
Choir sang beautifully.
The church saw a steady stream of custom until 9.30pm and more than
2000 people enjoyed the lights, decorations and mulled wine.

The St Eustachius’ tree, reflecting all aspects of church life from bells to
saucepans!
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Two more views of some of the stunning trees on show this year.
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@ St. Eustachius’ Church Tavistock

Wednesday 7 December:
Celebrating the special messiness of
Christmas time!
Drop in from 3.30pm to 5.30pm in the church
Come along for –

Hospitality (hot meal)
Crafts, activities and games (lots of messy fun)
Friendship (for all the family
All the family welcome (children accompanied by an adult please)
There is no charge for Messy Church, but donations are welcome.
Contact Sarah on 07929911892 or sarah.pendle0@gmail.com

18

St Luke's lights up this Christmas with ‘Light Up
a Life’ at St Eustachius’
As part of their annual Light Up a Life memorial events, St Luke's is taking
donations this Christmas to adorn their unit in Turnchapel with festive lights
in memory of loved ones from Tavistock and across the area who are no
longer with us.
The lights draped across the landmark building are each dedicated to the
memory of a person or family and can be seen glinting across the Sound every
evening in December. A small donation secures a light and can be made via
the St Luke's website before 1 December
The charity is also supporting those missing a cherished family member or
friend at this time of year with their ‘Light Up a Life’ non-religious, joyous
memorial services, sponsored by Gill Akaster Solicitors, at St Eustachius’
and other churches across the area.
This year's programme includes:
St Eustachius’ Church, Tavistock on Thursday 1 December at 7.00pm,
Saltash Methodist Church on Wednesday 7 December at 1.30pm
the Minster Church of St Andrew, Plymouth on Wednesday 14 December
at 2.00pm, 5.30pm and 7.30pm.
Those wishing to attend events do not need to register or have tickets and
sessions are free of charge. Voluntary donations can be taken on the day.
The Very Rev Dr Christopher Hardwick, Vicar of St Eustachius’ Church,
said: “Recognising the vital care and support St Luke’s gives to individuals
and families in and around Tavistock, St Eustachius Church is privileged to
host this very special service, which offers strength and comfort to anyone
who has lost a loved one, or someone with whom they felt closely connected.
Christmas is a particularly emotive time for remembering those who have
touched our lives and the church warmly invites anyone wishing to mark their
precious memories by lighting a candle and sharing in our prayers of comfort,
love and peace.”
Marian Kennedy, Senior Events Fundraiser at St Luke’s added, "It's a
tradition for St Luke's to help people remember their loved ones at this time of
year and Tavistock always gives us such a warm welcome. It’s a beautiful
tradition to remember those not with us at this time of year, whether or not
they were treated by St Luke's, and we think it's important to give people the
opportunity to come together and share memories this Christmas."
It is estimated that over the Christmas week, over 325 patients will be
receiving specialist end of life care from St Luke's, part of the 3,200
patients and their families treated each year. Donations from our community
raised by these and other events support people wherever they wish to be
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treated, in their homes, at Derriford Hospital or at their specialist unit in
Turnchapel. For more information please visit www.stlukeshospice.org.uk/light
For all media enquiries, please contact Robert Maltby, Head of
Communications and Marketing at St Luke’s Hospice Plymouth on 01752
246551, 07775 924565 or email rmaltby@stlukes-hospice.org.uk

lll
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easyfundraising
Make a donation to St Eustachius’ without incurring
any extra cost.
How does this work?
“easyfundraising” is a good cause shopping Website with
access to many major national retailers. When you make a
purchase on-line from one of these retailers, through
easyfundraising, the retailer will make a donation to your
nominated Charity. In this case it would be St Eustachius The
amount of donation varies with the individual retailer.

What do I have to do?
Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk and register your
name with a Password. Nominate St Eustachius Church
Tavistock as your chosen Charity then through the optional
menus select the retailer from whom you wish to make your
purchase in the normal way. The retailer will then make a
donation to St Eustachius’ without incurring you any further
expense.
Register for “Donation Reminder” and this will highlight the
retailers who will make a donation against your purchases.
A statement will be issued by easyfundraising reflecting the
value of your purchases and the amount that has been donated
to St Eustachius’. You will also receive regular emails with
promotions etc. These can be unsubscribed if preferred.
Each time you buy on-line go to “easyfundraising”. It is so easy
and the Church benefits
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BOILER REPAIRS,
MAINTENANCE,
PLUMBING AND HEATING

C8353

T: 01822 841410 8570
M: 07801 987258

Would you like to advertise in the
magazine?
Contact Mandy in the parish office
616673
parishoffice@tavychurch.eclipse.co.uk

Tel: 01822 616747
Collacombe Down, Lamerton, Tavistock Devon PL19 8SD
MOT TESTING STATION SERVICING AND REPAIRS
GENERAL SHOP ~ ACCESSORIES
SELF SERVICE & ATTENDED PETROL & DIESEL
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If it’s on, under or beside the desk,
we supply it, including the desk!

Through all the ages of
life we care for people,
and their values.

PCC

We provide Independent Financial
Advice on all aspects of family
protection, investment planning,
Mortgages*, retirement planning and
long term care funding.
*Your home may be repossessed if you
do not keep up repayments on your
mortgage.

PCC Office Supplies Ltd
For all your Business and Domestic
requirements including:
Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS,
Office Machines, Cleaning &
Catering

The ethical partnership ltd
Contact your local director on
Website:
www.the-ethical-partnership.co.uk

We guarantee to beat the
competition and save you money
with our same day/next day service

The ethical partnership ltd is authorised
and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority.

Call 01822 810220
sales@pccofficesupplies.com

Freephone 0800 9888371
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Gulworthy Notes …
You are very warmly invited to
Christmas services in
St Paul’s Church, Gulworthy

The Ministry team and churchwardens
will be delighted to welcome you,
and wish you a very happy Christmas.
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Sunday 11 December
6.30 pm Carol Service

Saturday 17 December
2.30 pm Christingle making
Sunday 18 December
11.15 am Christingle Service

Christmas Eve, Saturday
24 December
11 pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day, Sunday
25 December
11 am Holy Communion
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Gulworthy WI
Irene welcomed 31 members and then introduced us to Mike
Prettejohn, a local vet who has now retired and who gave us
a talk on “My Life as a Vet”.
Mike started with his student days in Cambridge where a vet has to study for
six years. Mike spent time on a South Devon farm and in a Kingsbridge
veterinary practice as part of his studies. Mike learned how to deal with
farmers, telling us the story of the farmer who, when asked whether the cow
which was calving was up or down, responded “well she be half way up and
half way down”. The poor cow was half way down a cliff but half way up a
tree. Fortunately both calf and mother were fine. Mike also told us how he
was shown the art to managing a ‘teasy’ horse by picking up one foreleg so
that the horse is concentrating on this and not the area that the vet has to
inspect. All very well until the area to be inspected is a hind leg which needed
picking up! After his student days Mike spent time in a Falmouth practice, one
of the first small animal hospitals and where he learnt the difference between
farm animals which is governed by economics and household pets where he
charged whatever the person could afford but in both cases it was the welfare
of the animal that is important. Several stories later Mike told us of his time
at Liverpool animal hospital and his work overseas in Swaziland ending with he
and his family taking the long way home via a round the world trip, and
finishing with his time as a Government vet.
The VOT was given by Betty Burridge.
Business
Irene announced a number of forthcoming
events including the County Quiz in
February and our December Christmas
themed meeting. Pat and Ann showed
members samples of the Christmas crafts
they will be making on the craft day in
November and Linda reported back on the
Halwill WI performance. Members have
knitted over 50 colourful vests for new born
babies in Africa where the families are so

30

poor they have no clothes for their babies and use newspaper to wrap them
in, hence the name of Fish and Chips babies. We will be producing another
Gulworthy WI recipe booklet this year of our favourite recipes, which should
be on sale for our December meeting.

We have three birthdays this month: Margaret Heard, Shirley Tucker
and Barbara Dunk.

Our December meeting is on Wednesday 14 December at 7.30pm at
Tavistock Methodist Hall when members will be providing the
entertainment and carols. We continue to have our 'Ladies Wot Lunch'
and the '4 Gs Walking Group' as well as various craft events. Please
contact our Secretary, Rose-Marie Bonnevier on 0822 610566 if you
have any queries. We welcome all new members.

FORD STREET & MAYNARD ALMSHOUSE CHARITY
Ford Street & Maynard Almshouse Charity provides residential
accommodation for local people. We have 12 flats in Ford Street,
Tavistock, providing convenient and comfortable accommodation primarily,
although not exclusively, for older people. Each flat contains a bedroom,
living room, separate kitchen and bathroom. There is also a delightful,
communal walled garden at the back of the properties. The earliest of the
buildings (Ford Street) dates back to 1762, whilst the newest (Hope
Cottage) was opened in August 1996.
Ford Street and Maynard is a registered charity (no 202643) which is also
registered with the Homes & Communities Agency. The charity is governed
by a board of voluntary local Trustees with the day to day administration
delegated to the Clerk. Under the terms of the Charity’s Trust Deed,
applications are invited from people who are, or have been, inhabitants of
Tavistock or Gulworthy who would benefit from the provision of this
accommodation. Applicants are require to be in a satisfactory state of
health at the time of application and able to care for themselves.
Vacancies crop up periodically, so if you would like some more details or to
add a name to our waiting list, please contact: Karen Woodward on 01822
860425 or by email at fordstreetmaynard@gmail.com
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PROFESSIONAL
TREE CARE
BY

Award Winning
Evening Valuations & Viewings
No Restrictive Contracts
Local, National & London
Advertising
Accompanied Viewings
A

Paul Greenhill
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)
Okehampton
01837 54080

Tavistock
01822 617243

Mobile: 07971 195549
Tel: 01822 616792

millertc.co.uk

Tuell Farm
Beautiful Stone
Holiday Cottages

THE LAWNS

Nestled in the Tamar Valley
Available for short term lets
10 minutes from Tavistock

Residential Care Home for
those with learning
disabilities.
52 Plymouth Road
Tavistock, PL19 8BU.

We are pleased
to sponsor
St Eustachius’ Church

01822 870207
cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk
www.tuellfarm.co.uk
Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off

TAVISTOCK 610233
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GENERAL
BOOK SHOP &
MUSIC SELLER
A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE
& THE MUSIC
IN WHICH TO BROWSE.
ROOM
GROUND AND FIRST
FLOOR: BOOKS,
WE HAVE A
AUDIOBOOKS,
COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF TITLES,
AND CARDS.
TOGETHER WITH A
SECOND FLOOR:
FIRST RATE ORDER
CDs AND DVDs.

Offering a complete design and
fitting service. Visit us in our
showroom and together we can
create your Unique Kitchen!

SERVICE.

ONE OF
’S
TOP 50 BRITISH
BOOK SHOPS

UNIT 8, PLYMOUTH ROAD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
TAVISTOCK
PL19 9QN
TEL: 01822 611278

3 MARKET STREET,
TAVISTOCK

TEL 01822 617244

kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
www.uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com

Offer your hand for international friendship! Welcome an
adult international student into your home for a day, weekend, or 4 days at
Christmas, and do your bit to make the world a little friendlier. Many adult
international students from across the world would love to spend a few
days with you, learning about British culture, experiencing UK home-life,
and telling you about their own country. A Christmas invitation is
particularly valuable to students facing a holiday on an empty university
campus.
Japanese student, Mamiko Moda, wrote “Thanks to my hosts and their
kindness, I could spend a nice Christmas here instead of staying at home
alone. I am grateful to you all.”
Hosting is a voluntary position suitable for all ages and is also available
throughout the year with HOST, a charity set up in 1987. To find out more or
be put in touch with your local organiser, please visit www.hostuk.org, or
call 020 7739 6292.

33

Cross House Inn
& Restaurant
Open from
12.00 noon
Food served
From 12pm – 2 pm and 6pm - 8pm
(9pm if pre-booked) Breakfast served
Saturdays from 11am-4pm. Check
website for up to date food times
 Roasts available all day Sunday
 Disabled access
 Baby Changing Facilities
 Smoking Shelter
 Large Garden with Children's
Play area
Cross House Inn & Restaurant,
School Road, Metherell, Nr Callington,
Cornwall, PL17 8BQ

01579 350482

MEMORIALS AND RENOVATIONS
OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS

- Estimates Given -

E Pascoe & Son
(Incorporating Rogers & Son)

MONUMENTAL MASONS
Works
Five Acres, Gulworthy
Tavistock, Devon
Tel: 01822 832320
Fax: 01822 835928
C. Johns
41 Westmoor Park
Tavistock, Devon
Tel: 01822 613749
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Brentor News
Sunday 4 December - Advent Holy Communion, 9:45am at Christ Church
Sunday 11 December - Advent Prayer and Praise, 9:45am at Christ Church
Crossfield Singers Carol Concert, 2:45pm at St Michael's
Sunday 18 December - Advent Communion, 9:45am at Christ Church
Christmas Eve - Midnight Mass, 11pm at Christ Church
Christmas Day - Carol Service, 3pm at St Michael's

BRENTOR COMMONS
Further cutting has taken place since last month. The road through the
common has been cleared well back from the ever encroaching gorse (thanks
to Ed Blowey) and the top path is now clearly established. The blackthorn
was gradually moving the path into the common as its underground roots
steadily made walkers evade their thorny growth. Where once there were
sheets of corrugated iron, placed to give cover for reptiles and small
mammals at the path side, they were recently six feet into the scrub. We
have also started to clear a new area to the left of the big ash tree. This area
has not been cleared by us before.
At this time of year there are many l.b.js (birdwatchers’ talk for “little brown
jobs”) to be seen, especially on the cables across the common. They might be
linnets, meadow pipits, sparrows or several others. When seen in silhouette
they are almost impossible to differentiate and we have to rely on such clues
as flight characteristics, calls or general body shape.
One bird that is usually easy to identify is the bullfinch, with the rosy red
breast of the males. They seem to be a very faithful bird, always in pairs
throughout the year and regularly in the same vicinity. On the common they
are often to be seen in the area from the back of the ash tree to the finger
post at the junction. Listen first for their soft piping call, easy to recognise as
it is dissimilar to any other. Just google “bullfinch song” and you will see

what I mean. Obligingly, if you miss the red breast and the call, when
they fly away from you both sexes show a prominent white rump.
The crowns of large oaks at the edges of the common are a rich
golden brown and behind the sign post the birch trees we planted have
delightful yellow leaves that shimmer with the slightest breeze. Soon
these will be gone and winter will really be here.
Barry Albrighton
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The Letter of James
The New Testament mentions 4 individuals named James and it is probable
that this letter is written by the brother of Christ and leader of the council of
Jerusalem (Acts 15 v.13) and referred to by Paul as one of the ‘pillars’ of the
Church in his letter to the Galatians (2 v.9).
It is addressed to the twelve tribes scattered among the nations so it is
presumed to be for Jewish converts meeting still in synagogues and thus an
indication of an early 1st century date
There are 3 main themes in this letter:Concern expressed that his readers are not coping with their difficulties and
trials in a Christian way by failing to rejoice through their lack of maturity in
their faith.
Criticism for their loose tongues and grumbling against each other by slander
and quarrelling.
The need to demonstrate their faith by good works through actions. James
emphasises that to show their faith is genuine it must be demonstrated in
their everyday life.
Initially this may seem contrary to Paul’s assertion that a person is justified
with God by faith; in Romans 3 v 28 Paul teaches that works have no place in
the initial acceptance with God, but James follows this up by maintaining in
effect that works are the subsequent evidence of a justifying faith: What good
is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith, but has no deeds. Can such a faith
save him? Suppose a brother and sister is without clothes and food and one of you
says to them, “Go, I wish you well, keep warm and well fed” but does nothing about
their physical needs; what good is that? In the same way faith by itself, not
accompanied by action, is dead (2 v.14/17).
The letter concludes with instruction concerning, worship, prayer and
confession: If any of you is happy sing songs of praise. If anyone is sick call on the
elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil……
James’s letter is pastorally important in explaining the relevance of
works/deeds in the Christian life, so that although scripture affirms that God
will reward those who perform good works (see John 5 v 28), motivation is
what is needed in that works are to be done for the glorification God rather
than for earning praise from other people!
‘Let your light shine before people, that they may see your good deeds and praise
your Father in heaven.’ (Matthew 4 v 16)

Ian Silcox
Reader
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Mission Community Events for December 2016
Thursday 1st December: 9:45 a.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Pilates with Sally
Cinnamond. £5 per session. One session only daily until further notice.
Thursday 1st December to Saturday 3rd December: 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
and on Sunday 4th December from 12:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. St. Mary’s Church,
Mary Tavy, Third Christmas Tree Festival. Do come along and bring your friends!
Saturday 3rd December: 7:30 p.m. M.T. Methodist Chapel Christmas concert with
Mrs Angela Banfield and “The Clarinuts” £5 on the door. All welcome.
Monday 5th December: 7:00 p.m. Mary Tavy Coronation Hall Annual General
Meeting at the Hall: all very welcome.
Tuesday 6th December: 11:00 a.m. ~ 1:00 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy; Short
Mat Bowls today, and on 13th December. NB: Re-starts 3rd January, 2017.
Tuesday 6th December: 2:00 p.m. Mary Tavy & Brentor Community Primary
School’s Christingle Service at
St. Mary’s Church, Mary Tavy.
Wednesday 7th December: 2:00 p.m. Moorland Outreach, M.T. Methodist Chapel,
Speaker: Mrs René Chambers, (Kelly) followed by tea.
Wednesday 7th December: 7:00 p.m. ~ 9:00 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy,
Short Mat Bowls today only.
NB: Re-starts 4th January, 2017.
Thursday 8th December: 12:00 noon ~ 1:30 p.m. Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel,
Soup and Dessert Lunches. All welcome.
Thursday 8th December: 7:30 p.m. Brentor Village Hall. Brentor Garden Club
AGM and Social Evening.
A fun evening with refreshments. All are welcome.
Saturday 10 December: 7.30 pm Tavistock Parish Church
Mount Kelly Choral Society concert
Sunday 11th December: 6:00 p.m. Carol Service at St. Andrew’s, Whitchurch.
Wednesday 14th December: from 10:00 a.m. M.T. Methodist Hall. A welcome to
join the ‘Artful Toddlers’ at their Christmas party. Father Christmas in attendance.
Fun for all!
Saturday 17 December: 7.30 pm Tavistock Parish Church
Ten Tors Orchestra concert
Sunday 18th December: 5:00 p.m. Carols in the Park at Tiddybrook Estate,
Whitchurch, Tavistock.
Monday 19th December: 10:30 a.m. M.T. Chapel Hall. Our jigsaw swap, tea, coffee,
mince pies.
Saturday 24th December: 4:00 p.m. Candlelit Nativity.
Communion; both at St. Andrew’s Church, Whitchurch.
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11:30 p.m. Midnight

MOUNT KELLY CHORAL SOCIETY
Musical Director – Julian Jensen

Gloria
By Vivaldi
with Christmas music and carols.
Soloists
Rosemary Turner– Soprano
Helen Haviland – Mezzo Soprano

Saturday 10 December 2016 at 7.30 pm
St Eustachius’ Parish Church, Tavistock.
Entry by programme £10/free to under 18s
Available from Bookstop and Ward & Chowen
or on the door.
www.kellychoralsociety.com
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Martha’s Page
Hello everyone,
The Anglo-Saxons called December the ‘Winter monath’, or
‘Yule monath’ because of the custom of burning the Yule log
around this time. After many Anglo-Saxons became
Christians they called it ‘Heligh monath’ or holy month,
because Christmas, the birth of Jesus, is celebrated in
December.
The 6th December is St Nicholas’s Day. Saint Nicholas is said
to be just about everyone's saint; he is surely named
the patron saint of more causes than any other. Nicholas has
been chosen as the special protector or guardian of a great
many classes of people, cities, churches, and even countries.
In the west Nicholas is most widely known as the patron saint
of children. Many of his stories tell of children rescued from
calamity and returned to the care and keeping of their
families.
On the 25th December the majority of children will be
receiving Christmas presents from Father Christmas all due
to St Nicholas!
Key Dates:
To remind
us of thethtrue meaning of Christmas I thought it
th
25 November–4 December - Christmas Tree Festival
would be a th
lovely idea to share this Christmas poem with you
Sunday 4 December – Christingle Service
all:Wednesday 7th December (Drop in from 3:30pm to 5:30pm)
– Christmas Messy Church.
Sunday 18th December – Christmas Presentation from the
Vestry Group
Saturday 24th December – Crib Services
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Christmas
C
H
R
I
S
T
M

is for the Christ Child, a child of love and light
is for the Heavens that were bright that holy night
is for the Radiance of the star that led the way
is the lowly Inn where the infant Jesus lay
is for the Shepherds who beheld the Christmas star
is for the Tidings the angels told afar
is for the Magi with their gifts of gold, frankincense and
myrrh.
A is for the Angels who were awesome to behold
S is for the Saviour who was born to save all men

And together this spells CHRISTMAS which we celebrate
again.
Christmas is my favourite time of year and I would to take
this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and
good health in the New Year.
With love, Martha x
Vestry Group Birthdays in
December:
Eva. B. – 8 years old
Bea – 9 years old
Happy Birthday!

TAVISTOCK CHURCH SCHOOLS FEDERATION
St Peter’s Junior School
St Rumon’s Infant School

614640
612085

New entrants are always welcome at both schools
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