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From The Vicar of Tavistock 
 

I wish you all a very Happy New Year! 

 

Every New Year provides us with the opportunity to look back and to 

take stock of personal achievements, those things in our life that have 

gone well, and those things which did not. It is a time to reflect and to 

prepare for the year ahead. 

 

As we look back over 2016, it has been an extraordinary year dominated 

by considerable change across the World, and within our own country, 

particularly with the “Brexit” decision having been made.  I doubt many 

areas of life will be unaffected by this decision.  It does seem that 

wherever we look, nothing stays the same - internationally, nationally, 

in politics, education, indeed, in so many different ways.  
 

This is the world in which we are called to live as Christians. It is a world 

that has been transformed by the birth of Christ at Christmas. It is a 

world in which our faith will inform the way in which we live. 

Increasingly, it will be a world in which what matters is our personal 

witness and integrity, and our coming together for the common good in 

prayer and worship as disciples of Christ. What matters is living a life of 

holiness. Holiness, which is a gift from God and which is not the same as 

goodness, kindness, gentleness or intelligence, although it may include 

those virtues as well as others.  It is a quality that always lies beyond 

ourselves and which gives others a glimpse of that reality which is lived 

in us and through us, but which is not ours.   

 

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me 

and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2.20) 

 

Our faith will give a particular perspective - a way of looking at, and 

seeing things, differently.  This was certainly true for the wise men whom 

we remember on the Feast of the Epiphany. The Feast of the Epiphany 

reminds us that the coming of Christ is an event for all people and not 
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just for those who go to church. In other words, it is a time of looking 

outwards, and then forward towards the future. 

 

Scripture does not tell us much about the wise men. We make them 

part of the Christmas story. They remind us of the universal significance 

of Jesus, and that Jesus is not simply the property of one race, or one 

group, or one power. He belongs to everyone. God comes to all. 

 

The poet W H Auden in his poem “For the Time Being” has the wise 

men speak in turn: 

 

The first says: 

 

“To discover how to be truthful now is the reason I follow this star” 

 

The second says: 

 

“To discover how to be living now is the reason I follow this star” 

 

The third says: 

 

“To discover how to be loving now is the reason I follow this star” 

 

And then together they say: 

 

“To discover how to be human now is the reason we follow this star” 
 

In these words the past, the present, and the future are all held together. 

In an ever changing world, as we journey together to serve God’s people 

with joy, these words are addressed to us. 

 

With my love and prayers 

 

Christopher Hardwick 
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January 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 
 

Sun 1 NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion  

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service for 

   children and adults together  

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Said Evensong 

 

Tue 3 7.30 pm Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road 

  

Wed 4 10.30 am Holy Communion  

  

Fri 6 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Holy Dusters 

  

Sat 7 3.30 pm Messy Church 

  

Sun 8 EPIPHANY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with 

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion - Gulworthy 

 2.45 pm Epiphany Service – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 6 pm Evensong 

  

Tue 10 7.30 pm Gulworthy PCC 

 

Wed 11 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 7.30 pm Tavistock Passion rehearsal – parish centre 

 

Fri 13  8.30 am  Holy Communion 

 

Sat 14 10 am Intercessors’ Prayer Group 

 

 

You can wait for years for a wise man to 

come and then 3 come along at once. 

 

Happy Epiphany 
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January 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Sun 15 SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion with Baptism 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion with Baptism – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Healing and Wholeness Service 

  

Wed 18 10.30 am Holy Communion  

 7.30 pm Tavistock Passion rehearsal – parish centre 

 

Thurs 19 7.30 pm Tavistock PCC 

 

Fri 20 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 

Sat 21 12 pm Marriage of Christopher Hoar and Samantha Place 

 

Sun 22 THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with  

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am All-Comers’ Family Service – Gulworthy 

 2 pm  Family Baptism 

 6 pm Tavistock Area Christians Together Unity Service 

 

Wed 25 10.30 am Holy Communion  

 7.30 pm Tavistock Passion rehearsal – parish centre 

 

Fri 27 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 

Sun 29 PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with  

   a group for children 

 11.15 am Family Communion for Candlemas – Gulworthy 

 2 pm Family Baptism 

 

Tue 31 7.30 pm Brentor PCC 
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Pilgrim Study Course 
 

Dear Friends, 

Our first Pilgrim Study Course is nearing completion and I am 

delighted to write that we are going to continue next year. We re-

commence on Monday 9 January at 7 pm at Higher Woodley Farm and 

meet every Monday evening. We begin by completing the first course 

with a review the following week. We will then continue with the next 

Pilgrim course which will be looking at the Lord’s Prayer.   

New pilgrims are very welcome to join us on our pilgrim journey.  

Judith Blowey 

EXPLORING VOCATION 

Date: 28th January 2017 

Time: 10am-3:30pm 

Venue: St Luke's Church, Plymouth Road, Buckfastleigh, Devon, 

TQ11 0DA 

Cost: Free 
Do you feel God might be calling you to a particular ministry? A sense 

that there is a path you need to explore, a door you need to push? 

Would you like an opportunity to reflect more on your vocation? 
 

A day for anyone who is interested in exploring vocation, whether you 

feel you may be called to a deeper ministry within your own mission 

community, or you are interested in exploring licensed lay or ordained 

ministries, or you just don’t know yet! 
 

The day will be led by Rev Hannah Alderson, Vocations 

Development Officer for the Diocese. It will be an opportunity for 

personal reflection on our own life journey, and prayer as we seek 

God’s call on our lives. There will also be an opportunity to learn more 

about ministries within the Church of England, including the process 

of selection for licensed and ordained ministry, and make links with 

the vocations team for further conversation. 
 

For more information or to book please contact  

Hannah on vocations@exeter.anglican.org 

 

mailto:vocations@exeter.anglican.org
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From the Vicarage …  

 

At Epiphany we remember the visit of the three wise men, “The Magi”, 

to the stable where Christ was born in Bethlehem. I find it very 

interesting that in our sophisticated and technological age we are so 
interested in stars, horoscopes, and astrological signs. As we prepare to 

celebrate the Epiphany we remember that the wise men read the stars 

and followed one star in particular as they travelled across deserts and 

mountains to find the new-born Christ-child. What attracts our 

attention is that they made their journey guided by a mysterious star 

which stopped in an unexpected place.  There were no visible signs of 

royalty, and they worshipped in simplicity at Jesus’s feet, offering gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh. Life for them was never the same 

afterwards, and I think their journey has echoes in our hearts. Perhaps 

we too feel that we have a star to follow – a yearning deep in our being 

for meaning, truth and happiness – an individual path in life we are called 

to tread. When the Magi found the Christ-child, they would have seen 

just another baby born into the world, but, through their eyes of faith, 

they were able to see beneath the surface of appearance and recognise 

in the child God’s Son – God’s light which had come into the world. 

From that moment onwards they were no longer guided by a star but 

by the light of this child whom they recognised as the Saviour of the 

world. We too have been given eyes of faith to help us follow Christ in 

our lives – across those desert places of pain, failure and loneliness, and 

to recognise him as our Saviour. 
 

At Epiphany we celebrate. We proclaim to the entire world that Christ 

came to everyone and that his influence in not limited to one culture or 

time. Like the Magi we are called to search and discover Christ in our 

own lives. What’s important is to be part of that journey, to be receptive 

and open to the signs of our times. Christ made a difference to the wise 

men by transforming their souls and calling them out of darkness into 

his own wonderful light. As we celebrate this Epiphany let us give thanks 

that Christ will make that same difference to each one of us as we too 

journey to him, and worship him, in faith. 
 

With my love and prayers                                             Chris Hardwick 
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Prayer of the month 
 

I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, 
"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the    
unknown." 
And he replied, 
"Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand 
of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer 
than a known way." 
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God trod gladly 
into the night. 
And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in 
the lone east. 
 
This poem by Minnie Louise Haskins was quoted by 
George VI in his Christmas broadcast in December 1939 
after the outbreak of World War II. 
 
 

Friday Holy Communion 
Every Friday, in addition to the 10.30 am Wednesday Holy 

Communion service, there will be an additional weekday service of 

Holy Communion held in the Lady Chapel at 8.30 am (following 

Morning Prayer) on Fridays at 8.30 am.  The service will last no longer 

than 30 minutes. 

 

Please note: attendance at 8 am Morning Prayer is by no means 

compulsory for those wishing to attend the 8.30 am, nor is attendance 

at the Holy Communion compulsory for those attending Morning 

Prayer, but you are, of course, welcome and encouraged to come to 

both! 

Steven Martin 
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Rehearsals start in January for our Good Friday community play in Tavistock 

town centre. Producer Steven Martin has been encouraged by the response 

from those who attended recent open events about this outdoor retelling of 

the Easter story, and welcomes more volunteers of any age to act, sing or 

support. Read more below, then get in touch via tavistockpp@gmail.com for 
more detail. 

The Tavistock Passion starts at 11 am on Good Friday morning (14 April 2017). 

It’s a promenade performance, in period costume, expected to last around an 

hour.  (The route will be published nearer the date). Dramatic scenes from 

the final days of Jesus’ life on earth, scripted from the gospel stories by our 

Director, David Stranks, are linked by original choral music by award-winning 
local composer Andrew Wilson. 

Rehearsals for actors and the choir will take place on Wednesday evenings 

from 11 January. While a number of roles have been cast, we are still looking 

for men aged 18 to 40 interested in playing the role of Jesus, disciples, or 

Roman soldiers, and for people of any age (including families) to join in crowd 

action or cameo scenes. There is also more room for singers in the four part 
choir. Early testers say they are really enjoying the music. 

On the support side: 

 We want to strengthen the stage management team, looking both for 

technical experience to guide the planning and for people to help on 

the day in setting up and moving equipment. 

 Fundraising help for our treasurer Daniel Leonard-Williams: there 

will be no charge to see the performance, so we are seeking grants, 

sponsorship and donations to cover all the costs. 

 Creative roles: including help with publicity, prop and costume 

design. 

mailto:tavistockpp@gmail.com
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 General helpers: both during rehearsals (paperwork, refreshments, 

etc) and on the day (dressers, runners, etc). 

We are keen to involve as many people as practical in this community play. 

Many roles that need no prior experience, and we aim to find ways to enable 

everyone who is keen to take part. You can just come on 11 January (7.30 pm 

at the Parish Centre) to enquire, but if you can email in advance, all the better. 

St Eustachius’ Church safeguarding policies apply to involvement of children 

and young people (under 18) or vulnerable adults, who should be accompanied 
on first attendance so arrangements can be agreed. 

Christmas Gifts 

  

Steve would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to all who donated toys, or money 

to buy toys, to our Christmas Toy Appeal. The response from members of the 

congregations at St Eustachius 

Parish Church, Tavistock 

Methodist Church, and the 

Tavistock Corps of the Salvation 

Army and a number of local 

individuals who saw news of the 

appeal in the Tavistock Times, was 

very encouraging indeed. We 

raised just over £300; coupled with 

donated items, were able to supply 

the Tavistock Children’s Centre 

with over 120 new toys for local 

distribution. All were beautifully 

wrapped and meticulously 

catalogued by a dedicated team at 

St Eustachius’, including Vera, 

Marie, Elizabeth Watkins, Keith 

and Hilary, Tony Dunk, The Rev 

Sue Tucker and Caroline and, of 

course, Master Henry Martin (who offered moral support).   
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St Eustachius’ Church 

Living with Bereavement: 
 

The Funeral has taken place, we have said our farewells, 

family and friends have returned home, and we are left alone 

with our memories, of love, joys and sadness  

and maybe regrets. 

 

 

 
 

 

Bereavement leaves us in places we are not familiar with and 

finds us in different situations that we are not used to.  

 

We would like to invite you to “Living with Bereavement”, a 

new group to be held on the third Thursday of the month from 

2 pm until 3.30 pm in the Parish Centre Tavistock, next to the 

Bedford Hotel, where over a cup of tea and cake we can share 

with others going through similar experiences of the loss of a 

loved one. This group is for everyone, so please do come and 

join us. 
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Would you like to advertise in the 
magazine? 

 
Contact Mandy in the parish office  

616673 
parishoffice@tavychurch.eclipse.co.uk 
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The Bedford Hotel 

The Bedford — Tavistock’s 

favourite retreat 

A warm welcome awaits. 

Join us for: 

Morning Coffee 

Bar Lunch 

Sunday Lunch 

Dinner 

 

Tel 01822 613221 

www.bedford-hotel.co.uk 

           
 

Try the 
Toe Nail Cutting Service 
By qualified technician £10 

Note this service is not suitable for everyone 
 

 
 

Available at TASS Anchorage 
Centre on Wednesday and Bere 
Ferrers Church Hall on Friday. 

 
For an appointment  

call Pat on 07845 932597 
 or 01822 610262 

 

www.patwarne.com 

Also offering full 
Reflexology £25 

per hour 

 

Having Trouble 
Reaching Your Feet? 

 

 

Morris Bros 
Funeral 

Directors 
Established in 1870 

Your local independent Funeral Director is 

owned & run by the fifth generation of the 

Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke. We 
provide a qualified, professional & 

sensitive service to the people of 

Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon & 
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford 

Foundry providing you with a very 

personal service regardless of the time of 
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service on  

01822 612023 
The Old Bedford Foundry 

Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 
 

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available 

www.morrisbros.co.uk 
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Tidings from Tavistock … 
 

 The 2016 Christmas Tree Festival 
 

‘…. taking pleasure in the fragrant brilliance of the Christmas tree’ 

‘…. the glittering rapture, the amazement of the first-remembered Christmas tree’ 
 

These extracts from the Ariel poems written by T S Eliot as Christmas gifts, 

convey something of the beauty of Christmas trees and express sentiments 

which seem appropriate to the Christmas Tree Festival which took place in 

the church between Friday 25th November and Sunday 4th December.  
 

This was our eighth Festival, with 62 trees beautifully decorated by local 

schools, businesses and other organisations. I think that this year’s trees 

were the best ever, and there is no doubt that the church looked really 

wonderful. The involvement of the community in the Festival was fantastic, 

and the atmosphere in the church was absolutely brilliant. 
 

As usual there was a massive vote for the favourite tree, with the following 

results: 

1. Tavistock Community Primary and Nursery School whose tree was 

dedicated to the famous poem ‘A Visit from St Nicholas’ by Clement 

Clarke Moore 

2. Whitchurch Community Primary School with their tree, decorated 

by pupils in Years 1 and 2 with pine cone reindeers 

3. Pancreatic Cancer Action which raises funds to help improve the 

diagnosis of and the survival rates from this lethal form of cancer 
 

More than 11,000 people, a record, came to the Festival, and we had more 

than 3,000 visitors on Dickensian evening. The total income, at £15,700, is 

also a new record and the final surplus of nearly £12,900 is the second 

highest ever.  The money raised will be used to help maintain and enhance 

our lovely church, and will make an important contribution to realising the 

plans for reordering the church on the occasion of its 700th anniversary in 

2018. 
  

A huge number of organisations and individuals deserve thanks for their 

contributions to the Festival, and many contributions have already been 

acknowledged in the Festival programme.  I would, however, like to add 

some words of thanks to: 

 Amanda Randell for the lovely floral decoration which was raffled at 

the Festival 

 Joan Torvell for the donation of the trophy for favourite tree 
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 Barclays Community Matched Funding for its generous donations 

And although it may be invidious to single out individuals from among the 

huge number of volunteers who made the Festival so enjoyable and 

successful, I feel that I must mention: 

 Pam Hunter and those who made and sold the beautiful handicrafts 

 Cathy Sherlock, Barbara Miller, Pat Morrison and everyone involved 

with the bistro, the café and the sales of marmalades, jams and 

chutneys 

 Sean Sweeney and those who took part in the excellent music 

programme 

 John Collacott whose help with setting up and taking down the trees, 

running the sound system and with all sorts of other things was 

invaluable 

 All those who helped set up and take down the trees 

 All those who so generously made cakes, soup, jams and pickles 

 All those who helped with the stewarding during the festival 

 And the amazing Pat Morrison who not only masterminded the 

magnificent Festival, but was a constant encouraging presence in the 

church throughout the whole event 
 

The Friends are very grateful to all the volunteers, to those who decorated 

the lovely trees, and to all those who came to the Festival.  

 

John Rea 

Our thanks this month go to …… 
Barbara Miller and her stalwart band of helpers for the 

magnificent Friday coffee mornings which do so much to 

encourage people into the church, as well as raising much 

appreciated funds. We know Barbara would welcome extra 

help. 
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You are cordially invited to a 

Candlelit Candlemas Tea Party 

on Saturday 28th January 2017 

from 3 pm until 5 pm in the Parish Rooms. 
 

 
 

 
Ladies, if possible, wear hats, men bow ties. 

Please invite your friends and families. 

All very welcome.  

 

A fun filled and delicious afternoon.  

 

Tickets £3 from the parish office. 
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e a s y f u n d r a i s i n g 
 

Make a donation to St Eustachius’ without incurring 
any extra cost. 

 

How does this work?   
 

  “easyfundraising” is a good cause shopping Website with 
access to many major national retailers.  When you make a 

purchase on-line from one of these retailers, through 
easyfundraising, the retailer will make a donation to your 

nominated Charity.  In this case it would be St Eustachius  The  
amount of donation varies with the individual retailer. 

 

What do I have to do? 
 

Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk and register your 
name with a Password. Nominate St Eustachius Church 

Tavistock as your chosen Charity then through the optional 
menus select the retailer from whom you wish to make your 

purchase in the normal way. The retailer will then make a 
donation to St Eustachius’ without incurring you any further 

expense. 
Register for “Donation Reminder” and this will highlight the 
retailers who will make a donation against your purchases.  
A statement will be issued by easyfundraising reflecting the 

value of your purchases and the amount that has been donated 
to St Eustachius’.  You will also receive regular emails with 

promotions etc.  These can be unsubscribed if preferred. 
Each time you buy on-line go to “easyfundraising”.  It is so easy 

and the Church benefits 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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The Friends of St Eustachius’ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz Night 
 

 

 

£5 per head – ticket includes a pasty as “half-time” 

refreshment! 

 

Teams of up to 8 people – come as a ready-made team, 

or join up with others on the night. 

 

Bar & Raffle 
 

 

Parish Centre – 7 pm/7.15 pm 

 

Saturday 4 February 

Tickets from the Parish Office 
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Advance notice!! 
 

Shrove Tuesday 
      

  

28 February 
 

A pancake evening which will 

include a tossing competition.  

 
Start thinking about your team 

now! 

 

Further details  

next month. 

 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://dir.coolclips.com/Food/Baked_Goods/Pancakes/pancakes_vc061762.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=MJXQVNTpC4TuUu-mgIAL&ved=0CDYQ9QEwEDgU&usg=AFQjCNHCGYcP51VrpqRSMrh-tr4NP3WHMQ
http://www.google.co.uk/url?url=http://dir.coolclips.com/Food/Baked_Goods/Pancakes/pancakes_vc061762.html&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=MJXQVNTpC4TuUu-mgIAL&ved=0CDYQ9QEwEDgU&usg=AFQjCNHCGYcP51VrpqRSMrh-tr4NP3WHMQ
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Saturday 10 December saw the Chicks Santa Run   
 

Over 250 'Santas' came to Tavistock to take part - from babies in 

prams to ...... Eileen Hooper, who was the oldest competitor. Well 

done Eileen - we are very proud of you. The weather was poor but it 

did not put a dampener on the Run.  

 

 
 

Eileen is seen being presented with her medal by the Mayor, 

Councillor Mandy Ewings. 

 
 

A plea for jam jars 
 

We will be making marmalade for the Tree Festival 

this month and need jars with lids (but without labels if 

possible) as a matter of urgency. Please leave in the 

parish office. 
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8570 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01822 616747 

Collacombe Down, Lamerton, Tavistock Devon PL19 8SD 

MOT TESTING STATION     SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

GENERAL SHOP ~ ACCESSORIES 

SELF SERVICE & ATTENDED PETROL & DIESEL 

BOILER REPAIRS, 

MAINTENANCE, 

PLUMBING AND HEATING 
  
    

 

T: 01822 841410 

  M: 07801 987258 
C8353 

Would you like to advertise in the 
magazine? 

 
Contact Mandy in the parish office  

616673 
parishoffice@tavychurch.eclipse.co.uk 
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 Through all the ages of 
life we care for people, 

and their values. 
 

We provide Independent Financial 
Advice on all aspects of family 

protection, investment planning,  
Mortgages*, retirement planning and 

long term care funding. 

*Your home may be repossessed if you 
do not keep up repayments on your 

mortgage. 
 

The ethical partnership ltd 
Contact your local director on 

Freephone 0800 9888371 
Website: 

www.the-ethical-partnership.co.uk 
 

The ethical partnership ltd is authorised 
and regulated by the 

Financial Conduct Authority. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If it’s on, under or beside the desk, 

we supply it, including the desk! 

 
PCC Office Supplies Ltd 

For all your Business and Domestic 

requirements including: 
 

Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS, 

Office Machines, Cleaning & 

Catering 
 

We guarantee to beat the 

competition and save you money 

with our same day/next day service 
 

Call 01822 810220 

sales@pccofficesupplies.com 

 

PCC 

 
         

 

 

http://www.the-ethical-partnership.co.uk/
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Gulworthy Notes … 
 

 
 

 

December has been a lovely busy month for Gulworthy. It started with 

our joyous Senior Citizens’ Christmas lunch superbly prepared by Kate 

Crozier and her team of helpers. This was attended by over 60 people 

within the Gulworthy area and was greatly enjoyed by all. This was 

followed by our Carol Service where the congregation’s singing was 

enhanced by the delightful voices of the ‘Tregadillett Songbirds’ ladies 

choir, directed by our own Roy Wilton. During the Carol Service the 

Very Reverend Dr Christopher Hardwick blessed our newest addition 

to St Paul’s, a beautiful Nativity Scene (photo above) kindly donated by 

Lowenna Edwards and her family. Thank you to all those people who 

have helped and donated mulled wine, mince pies and other delights 

during this busy period. We are very fortunate in Gulworthy to have 

such great support.  
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For January 2017, we have our fifth Sunday service on the 29 January, 

which will be a Candlemas Service, starting at 4 pm. We also have our 

PCC meeting where the draft annual accounts will be presented and the 

budget for 2017.   

 

May I take this opportunity to wish our Secretary, Alan Fox all the 

best.         Lesley Whitworth 

 
 

Gulworthy WI 
 

Irene welcomed 30 members and one visitor to our December 
social evening where Christmas hats abounded adorned with 

fairy lights, baubles, holly, antlers and the crowning glory being a Christmas 
pudding. 
 
After a fast and competitive Beetle Drive we were entertained by our own 
members: Betty Burridge with her naughty story on ‘Christmas Day” and a WI 
version of ‘Santa Baby’.  Rose-Marie read through ‘What is a Senior Citizen’ 
and Linda told us all how to deal with telemarketing.  We finished with carols.  
Ann, Madeline, Joy and Pam laid on a range of delicious refreshments for us 
starting with some warm fruit punch. 
 
Members were reminded of the forthcoming quizzes, a Bollywood Day, a 
Green Hearts Climate Change lunch and the WI resolutions for voting on at the 
January meeting.  The Gulworthy WI recipe booklet was on sale plus we also 
had a bring-and-buy stall with proceeds being shared between Gulworthy WI 
and the Triangle Centre. 
 
Four birthdays to celebrate: Brenda Day, Sylvia Daw and Alwyn Etheridge. 
 
Our January meeting is on Wednesday 11 January at 7.30pm at Tavistock 
Methodist Hall when Penny Blackmore will be giving us a talk on Hats and 
Fascinators. We continue to have our 'Ladies Wot Lunch' and the '4 Gs Walking 
Group' as well as various craft events.  Please contact our Secretary, Rose-
Marie Bonnevier on 0822 610566 if you have any queries.  We welcome all 
new members. 
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Residential Care Home for 

those with learning 

disabilities. 

52 Plymouth Road 

Tavistock, PL19 8BU. 

 

We are pleased 

to sponsor 

St Eustachius’ Church 

TAVISTOCK 610233 

THE LAWNS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Paul Greenhill 
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)  

 

Mobile: 07971 195549 

Tel: 01822 616792 
 

PROFESSIONAL 

TREE CARE 

BY 

Tuell Farm 

Beautiful Stone 

Holiday Cottages 
 

Nestled in the Tamar Valley 

Available for short term lets 

10 minutes from Tavistock 

 
01822 870207 

cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk 

www.tuellfarm.co.uk 

Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off 

Award Winning  
  Evening Valuations & Viewings  

No Restrictive Contracts 
Local, National & London 

Advertising 

Accompanied Viewings 

A 

 

Okehampton 
01837 54080 

Tavistock 
01822 617243 

millertc.co.uk 
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ONE OF                   ’S 

TOP 50 BRITISH 

BOOK SHOPS 

 GENERAL 

 BOOK SHOP & 

 MUSIC SELLER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 

IN WHICH TO BROWSE.  

GROUND AND FIRST 

FLOOR: BOOKS, 

AUDIOBOOKS,  

AND CARDS. 

SECOND FLOOR: 

CDs AND DVDs. 

& THE MUSIC 

ROOM 

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk 
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com 

3 MARKET STREET, 

TAVISTOCK 

TEL 01822 617244 

 

 

 

WE HAVE A      

COMPREHENSIVE 

SELECTION OF TITLES, 

TOGETHER WITH A 

FIRST RATE ORDER 

SERVICE. 

 

 
Offering a complete design and 

fitting service. Visit us in our 

showroom and together we can 

create your Unique Kitchen! 

 

UNIT 8, PLYMOUTH ROAD 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

TAVISTOCK 

PL19 9QN 

TEL: 01822 611278 

 
kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

www.uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

 

 
FORD STREET & MAYNARD ALMSHOUSE CHARITY 

 

Ford Street & Maynard Almshouse Charity provides residential accommodation for local 
people. We have 12 flats in Ford Street, Tavistock, providing convenient and 
comfortable accommodation primarily, although not exclusively, for older people.  Each 
flat contains a bedroom, living room, separate kitchen and bathroom. There is also a 
delightful, communal walled garden at the back of the properties. The earliest of the 
buildings (Ford Street) dates back to 1762, whilst the newest (Hope Cottage) was 
opened in August 1996. 
 
Ford Street and Maynard is a registered charity (no 202643) which is also registered with 
the Homes & Communities Agency. The charity is governed by a board of voluntary local 
Trustees with the day to day administration delegated to the Clerk. Under the terms of 
the Charity’s Trust Deed, applications are invited from people who are, or have been, 
inhabitants of Tavistock or Gulworthy who would benefit from the provision of this 
accommodation. Applicants are require to be in a satisfactory state of health at the time 
of application and able to care for themselves.  
 
Vacancies crop up periodically, so if you would like some more details or to add a name 
to our waiting list, please contact:  Karen Woodward on 01822 860425 or by email at 
fordstreetmaynard@gmail.com 

 

http://www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk/
mailto:kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
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 Open from 
 12.00 noon 
 
 
 Food served 
 From 12pm – 2 pm and 6pm - 8pm 
(9pm if pre-booked) Breakfast served 
Saturdays from 11am-4pm. Check 
website for up to date food times 

 Roasts available all day Sunday 

 Disabled access 

 Baby Changing Facilities 

 Smoking Shelter 

 Large Garden with Children's 
Play area 
Cross House Inn & Restaurant,  

School Road, Metherell, Nr Callington, 
Cornwall, PL17 8BQ 

01579 350482 

Cross House Inn  
& Restaurant 

MEMORIALS AND RENOVATIONS 

OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS 

- Estimates Given - 
 

E Pascoe & Son  
(Incorporating Rogers & Son)  

 

MONUMENTAL MASONS 

C. Johns 

41 Westmoor Park 

 Tavistock, Devon 

Tel: 01822 613749 

Works 

Five Acres, Gulworthy 

Tavistock, Devon 

Tel: 01822 832320 

Fax: 01822 835928 

Tavistock Area 
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Brentor News 
 

Prayer and Praise Brentor  
This service gives us an opportunity to come together and worship in a 
more informal way. We follow the lectionary readings for the week and 

although we follow a pattern of welcome, confession, readings, an 

affirmation of faith and prayers, we try to structure our service 

creatively, taking into account that people respond to different spiritual 

styles – words, emotions, symbols and action. In any one service, for 

example, there may be a dramatised reading or film clip or picture to 

meditate on. In our December service of Prayer and Praise in our time 

of prayer we focused on Isaiah 35 v 1. ‘The wasteland will rejoice and 

blossom with spring crocuses’. We had a wonderful warm, sunny day 

(December11!) and went outside to pot up crocus bulbs to take home. 

Back in the pews, we reflected how the dry bulb might for some be a 

symbol of disappointment or a wilderness situation. We prayed that just 

as the bulb changes in time into a beautiful flower, God will bring about 

change and blessing in our own lives.  
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BRENTOR COMMONS 
 

Winter has truly arrived. We have already had some really severe 

frosts, strong winds and heavy rains that have all left their mark on the 

common. There is a general sense of dormancy and battening down 

the hatches to survive the next few months. However, there is, on 

closer examination, plenty of interest as we walk around. 

There are tight catkins on the hazel, oak trees seem to keep some of 

their leaves (one small tree at the Burcombe end of the back track has 

a complete golden brown canopy) and the yellow of the gorse and 

some of the bramble leaves shine out with the slightest hint of 

sunshine. The banks and tree trunks are often well covered with a rich 

green coating of moss which itself merits much closer examination. 

I was struck by the stark, bare branches of the thorny blackthorn; 

many have two types of lichen (an indicator of a good air quality) in 

complete contrast. One is like a soft green feathery seaweed frond and 

the other looked like little earlobes clustered along the stems. Perhaps 

they are, a little fancifully, listening for the first signs of the spring to 

come. 

The winter bird population is now well established. We have seen the 

snipe again zig zagging as it flies away when disturbed, and I have also 

had a report of a woodcock (a first for the common). This is a bird 

that is virtually only ever seen in flight, it is considerably larger than a 

snipe and it flies away in a straight line. The winter thrushes are 

abundant this year. Loose flocks of redwing scour the hedgerows for 

berries, along with the larger fieldfares that seem to settle, often with 
a harsh chattering, in the tops of larger trees. 

To finish my walk it was nice to hear the overhead cronk of the raven, 

a quintessential winter bird of the Dartmoor area, along with the flash 

of a bright yellow male yellowhammer shining out in the evening 

gloom. 

 
Barry Albrighton 
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Tavy Youth Group  
Tavy Youth Group have continued to meet monthly at CHICKS Brentor 
since September. We have also enjoyed a free trip, as a youth group 
this term, to Eden and a chance to ice skate together! We were also 
very thrilled to be offered the use of CHICKS Coastal Retreat overnight 
at October half term for a residential visit. Laura (Catalyst) and Andy 
and Sarah, our young youth workers, accompanied us and we had a 
great time visiting Lanhydrock, a wet and wild swim session at Bodmin 
and spent Saturday morning on the beach at Par. As a youth group we 
have done a lot of fund raising for CHICKS over the past 4 years so it 
was particularly nice for the young people to see the results of their 
efforts. In December we had a special Birthday celebration and  
 

 
 
Christmas party for Lydia who is our first young person in the group to 
turn 18! Next it is Will’s turn and another excuse for a party on January 
21 2017 when we meet again at CHICKS 7-9pm for a veggie paella 
supper! During the term we have welcomed some new young 
members from Mary Tavy School, but we always have room for more! 
If you know anyone aged between 8 –17 years who would like to join 
us please let them know. Sally Pancheri. 
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The Letters of Peter 
 

Peter was foremost among the 12 disciples, becoming the leader of the 

first Christians, and is considered to be the author of 2 letters bearing 

his name. In fact he names himself as Simon Peter at the start of his 

second letter. Both letters were written during AD 60-65, towards the 

end of Peter’s life in Rome. 

The first letter, addressed to Christians described as God’s chosen 

people in various Roman provinces in Asia Minor (now Turkey), was 

to encourage them as they faced suffering and persecution for their 

faith; it emphasises that, in spite of this suffering, they have a ‘living 

hope’. 

‘Let us give thanks to the Father of Lord Jesus Christ ……in His great mercy 

He has given us a living hope………… 

Into an inheritance that can never perish … kept in heaven for you’ 1:3-4  

This is followed in chapter 2v11 to 4v11 by Peter detailing the 
Christian code of conduct as ‘living stones and a chosen people’ and 

urging them to maintain their Christian witness to the world by using 

‘whatever gift received for serving others’.  Chapter 4 concludes with the 

advice that, although they experience trial and sufferings for their faith, 

they should rejoice that they ‘participate in the sufferings of Christ’. 

The final chapter is an exhortation to elders to be ‘shepherds of God’s 

flock that is in your care’ 5:2 and to young men to be ‘submissive to those 

who are older’ 5:3 

The 2nd letter is addressed to a wider circle of the early Christians 

with its main concern being to combat the work of false teachers and 

the resultant immorality arising from their teaching. The last chapter 

letter details God’s timelessness, concluding with the promise of the 

Christ’s return and God’s judgement  –  

‘ do not forget dear friends that with the Lord a day is like a thousand years 

and a thousand years like a day.  

For the Lord is not slow in keeping his promise ….He is patient with you not 

wanting anyone to perish, but to repent ‘ 3:8-9   

Both letters are as instructive for believers today just as much they 

were for first century Christians, particularly about how they should 

cope with suffering and their role in mission and outreach to the wider 

community.  

Ian Silcox, Reader   
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Mission Community Events for January 2017 
 

Sunday 1st January, 3:00 p.m. Joint Family Carol Service, St. Peter’s 

Church, Peter Tavy.  All welcome. 
 
Tuesday 3rd January, 11:00 a.m. ~ 1:00 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary 

Tavy; Short Mat Bowls resume. 
 
Wednesday 4th January, 2:00 p.m. Moorland Outreach, Mary Tavy 

Methodist Chapel.  

Speaker: Councillor Terry Pearce, (Mary Tavy) WDBC. ~ All welcome. 
 
Wednesday 4th January, 7:00 p.m. ~ 9:00 p.m. Coronation Hall, 

Mary Tavy, Short Mat Bowls resume.  
 
Thursday 5th/12th January, 9.45 a.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. 

Pilates with Sally Cinnamond. £5 per session 

(NB: one session only each Thursday until further notice).   

 

Thursday 12th January, 12:00 noon ~ 1:30 p.m.  Peter Tavy 

Methodist Chapel ~ soup and dessert lunches.  All welcome. 
 
 
Monday 16th January, 10:30 a.m. ~ 11:30 a.m. Mary Tavy Chapel 

Hall.  Jigsaw swap, tea, coffee and chat.  A welcome to all! 
  

Thursday 19th January, 7:30 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy.  A 

Villages in Action Event: The Neil Maya Quartet, a Devon-based Jazz 

group who will be playing a tribute to Dave Brubeck.  Tickets: Adults 

£8; concessions £7; Children £4; Family £20, available from Margaret 

810408, Doreen 810824 or Mary Tavy Post Office and Stores.  Bring 

your own food and drink, light refreshments available.   
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Martha’s 

Page 
 

 

 

Hello everyone, 

I hope you all had a lovely Christmas with lots of lovely 

presents and special times with your family and friends.  

This month I thought it would be a lovely idea to write up 

about each service and event that took place in December 

and how the Vestry Group contributed to them. 

Christmas Tree Festival – What a wonderful sight it was to 

see so many beautifully decorated Christmas trees which 

made the Church look very magical. The children who visited 

the trees seemed to be enveloped by their beauty. This year 

the Vestry Group made angels of everyone who is a member 

of, leads or helps the Vestry Group for the St Eustachius’ 

tree. I also helped prepare the decorations with the children 

at the Montessori Nursery for their tree in Church. It was 

great fun and the children loved painting and then sprinkling 

(pouring) the glitter!  
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Sunday 4th December  

Christingle Service – The Vestry Group met on Saturday 3rd 

December to prepare the Christingles. The children loved 

putting the sweets on the sticks and only a few were eaten! 

At the Christingle Service Lily did a reading and some 

members of the Vestry Group with Steve said the prayers. It 

was a very enjoyable service and the Church looked 

spectacular with the light from the Christingles and the 

Christmas Trees.  

Wednesday 7th 

December 

Christmas 

Messy Church 

– This Messy 

Church was 

great fun! 

There was lots 

of Messy Craft 

including: 

decorating 

your own 

wrapping 

paper; making 

your own 

Christmas tree 

decoration, 

designing (and 

eating) your 



 

 

39 

own Christmas pudding biscuit; make your own Christmas card 

and Christmas 

Angels. There 

were also lots of 

fun games to 

play. There was a 

fantastic meal 

for 50 people 

and even home-

made mince pies! 

The celebration 

was brilliant and 

even a special 

guest dressed in 

a red suit 

arrived with 

presents for the 

children!  

 

 

Sunday 18th December  

The Vestry Group did a Christmas Presentation at the 9.45am 

service called “One Special Night”. All the children did really 

well and they thoroughly enjoyed taking part.  
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Saturday 24th December (Christmas Eve)  

Crib Service – It was lovely to see so many children at the 

Nativity Services. Some of the Vestry Group dressed up and 

were part of the Nativity scene. I had the privilege to be 

Mary. Lily decided she didn’t want to be angel this year with 

Mum. But, she wanted to help Dad and be a shepherd so she 

could hold a sheep! The live animals really make these 

services so special!  

A happy, healthy and peaceful New Year to you all. 

With love, Martha x 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           

 
 

TAVISTOCK CHURCH SCHOOLS FEDERATION 
 

St Peter’s Junior School       614640 

St Rumon’s Infant School     612085 

 

New entrants are always welcome at both schools 


