From The Vicar of Tavistock

| wish you all a very Happy New Year!

Every New Year provides us with the opportunity to look back and to
take stock of personal achievements, those thimgeur life that have
gone well, and those things which did not. It is a time to reflect and to
prepare for the year ahead.

As we look back over 2016, it has been an extraordinary year dominated
by considerable change across the World, and within our @aantry,
particularly with the o0Brexito d
areas of life will be unaffected by this decision. It does seem that
wherever we look, nothing stays the sam@ternationally, nationally,

in politics, education, indeedy so many different ways.

This is the world in which we are called to live as Christians. Itis a world
that has been transformed by the birth of Christ at Christmas. It is a
world in which our faith will inform the way in which we live.
Increasingly tiwill be a world in which what matters is our personal
witness and integrity, and our coming together for the common good in
prayer and worship as disciples of Christ. What matters is living a life of
holinesHoliness, which is a gift from God and whismot the same as
goodness, kindness, gentleness or intelligence, although it may include
those virtues as well as others. It isqaalitythat always lies beyond
ourselves and which gives others a glimpse of that reality which is lived
in us and throub us, but which is not ours.

o have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in
The life | now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who lovec
and gave himself for me. o6 (Gal at

Our faith will giv a particular perspective a way of looking at, and
seeing things, differently. This was certainly true for the wise men whom
we remember on the Feast of the Epiphany. The Feast of the Epiphany
reminds us that the coming of Christ is an event for albpke and not



just for those who go to church. In other words, it is a time of looking
outwards, and therorwardowards the future.

Scripture does not tell us much about the wise men. We make them
part of the Christmas story. They remind us of the unis@rsignificance

of Jesus, and that Jesus is not simply the property of one race, or one
group, or one power. He belongs to everyone. God comes to all.

The poet WHAuden in his poem OFor t he
men speak in turn:

The first says:

0To discover how to be truthful
The second says:

0To discover how to be I|iving no
The third says:

0To discover how to be |l oving no
And then together they say:

olo di scover how to be human now
In these words the pst, the present, and the futurare all held together.

I n an ever changing world, as we
with joy, these words are addressed to us.

With my love and prayers

Christopher Hardwick



January 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church uniegseoth@icated)

Sunl

Tue 3

Wed4

Fri 6

Sat7

Sun 8

Tue 10

Wed 11

Fri 13

Sat 14

NAMING AND CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS

7.30 am
8 am
9.45 am

9.45 am
11.15 am
6 pm
7.30 pm
10.30 am

8.30 am
10am

3.30 pm
EPIPHANY
7.30 am

8 am

9.45 am

9.45 am
11.15 am
2.45 pm
6 pm
7.30 pm

10.30 am
7.30 pm

8.30 am

10 am

Morning Prayer

Holy Communion

Family C ommunion: a service for

children and adults together

Holy Communion & Christ Church , Brentor
Holy Communion & Gulworthy

Said Evensong

Prayer and Stillness Groupl0 Courtlands Road
Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Holy Dusters

Messy Church

Morning Prayer

Holy Communion

Family Co mmunion: a service with

a group for children

Prayer and Praise & Christ Church, Brentor
Holy Communion - Gulworthy

Epiphany Service 8St Mi chael 8s,
Evensong

Gulworthy PCC

Holy Communion
Tavistock Passion reheargaparish centre

Holy Communion

Brent

I ntercessorsd Prayer Group

You can wait f or years for a wise man to
come and then 3 come along at once .

Happy Epiphany



January 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)

Sun15  SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
7.30 am Morning Prayer
8 am Holy Communion
9.45 am Family Communion with Baptism
9.45 am Holy Communion & Christ Church, Brentor
11.15am  Holy Communion with Baptism & Gulworthy
6 pm Healing and Wholeness Service

Wed 18 10.30am Holy Communion
7.30 pm Tavistock Passion reheargaparish centre

Thurs 19 7.30 pm Tavistock PCC
Fri 20 8.30 am Holy Communion
Sat 21 12 pm Marriage of Christopher Hoar and Samantha Place

Sun22  THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
7.30 am Morning Prayer
8 am Holy Communion
9.45 am Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am Family Service & Christ Church, Brentor
11.15am All-Comer s & F a miolGulwoBr vi ce
2 pm Family Baptism
6 pm Tavistock Area Christians Together Unity Service

Wed 25 10.30am  Holy Communion
7.30 pm Tavistock Passion reheargaparish centre

Fri 27 8.30 am Holy Communion

Sun29  PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE
7.30 am Morning Prayer
8 am Holy Communion
9.45 am Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
11.15am  Family Communion for Candlemas 0 Gulworthy
2 pm Family Baptism

Tue 31 7.30 pm Brentor PCC



EXPLORING VOCATION

Date:28th January 2017

Time: 10am3:30pm

Venue:St Luke's Church, Plymouth Road, Buckfastleigh, Devon,
TQ11 ODA

Cost:Free

Do you feel God might be calling you to a particular ministry? A se
that there is @ath you need to explore, a door you need to push?
Would you like an opportunity to reflect more on your vocation?

A day for anyone who is interested in exploring vocation, whether
feel you may be called to a deeper ministry within your own missid
community, or you are interested in exploring licensed lay or ordai
ministries, or you just donot

The day will be led by Rev Hannah Alderson, Vocations
DevelopmenOfficer for the Diocese. It will be an opportunity for
personal reflection oaur own life journey, and prayer as we seek
Godds call on our |ives. Ther
about ministries within the Church of England, including the proce
of selection for licensed and ordained ministry, and make links wit
the vocations team for further conversation.

For more information or to book please contact
Hannah orvocations@exeter.anglican.org

Pilgrim Study Course

Dear Friends,

Ouir first PilgrimStudy Course is nearing completion and | am

delighted to write that we are going to continue next year. We re
commence on Monday fanuary at 7 pm at Higher Woodley Farm and
meet every Monday evening. We begin by completing the first course
with a review he following week. We will then continue with the next
Pilgrim course which wil!/l be |1 oo
New pilgrims are very welcome to join us on our pilgrim journey.

Judith Blowey


mailto:vocations@exeter.anglican.org

From the Vicarag

At Epiphany we remember the visi
to the stable where Christ was born in Bethlehem. | find it very
interesting that in our sophisticated and technological age we are so
interested in stars, horoscopes, and astrologigghsi As we prepare to
celebrate the Epiphany we remember that the wise men read the stars
and followed one star in particular as they travelled across deserts and
mountains to find the newvborn Christchild. What attracts our
attention is that they made #ir journey guided by a mysterious star
which stopped in an unexpected placéhere were no visible signs of
royalty, and they worshipped in
gold, frankincense and myrrh. Life for them was never the same
afterwards, and | think their journey has echoes in our hearts. Perhaps
we too feel that we have a star to follo&a yearning deep in our being

for meaning, truth and happinedsn individual path in life we are called

to tread. When the Magi found the Chrigthild, they would have seen
just another baby born into the world, but, through their eyes of faith,
they were able to see beneath the surface of appearance and recognise
in the chidGbd@&xsdds ghdn whi ch had
From that momentonwards they were no longer guided by a star but
by the light of this child whom they recognised as the Saviour of the
world. We too have been given eyes of faith to help us follow Christ in
our livesd across those desert places of pain, failure andlloass, and

to recognise him as our Saviour.

At Epiphany we celebrate. We proclaim to the entire world that Christ
came to everyone and that his influence in not limited to one culture or
time. Like the Magi we are called to search and discover Christim
own | ives. Whatoés i mportant i s toc
and open to the signs of our times. Christ made a difference to the wise
men by transforming their souls and calling them out of darkness into
his own wonderful light. As we agbrate this Epiphany let us give thanks
that Christ will make that same difference to each one of us as we too
journey to him, and worship him, in faith.

With my love and prayers Chris Hardwick



Prayer of the month

| said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year
"Give me a light that | may tread safely into the

unknown."

And he replied,

"Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand
of God. That shall be to you better than light and safer
than a known way."

So | went for th, and finding the Hand of God  trod gladly
into the night.

And He led me towards the hills and the breaking of day in
the lone east.

This poem by Minnie Louise Haskins was quoted by
George VI in his Christmas broadcast in December 1939
after the outbreak of World War Il.

Friday Holy Communion

Every Friday,in addition to the 10.30am Wednesday Holy
Communionservice there will be a additional weekdagervice of
Holy Communion held in the LadZhapel at 8.30am (following
Morning Prayerpn Fridays at 8.30 amTlhe service will last no longe
than 30 minutes.

Please note: attendance aB am Morning Prayer is by no mear]
compulsory for those wishing to attend the 8.8fh, nor is attendancs
at the Holy Communion compulsory for those attending Morni
Prayer, but you are, of course, welcome and encouraged to com
both!

Steven Martin




The
Tavistock Passion

a community play for Easter

Rehearsals start in January for our Good Friday community play in Tavistock
town centre. ProducerSteven Martin has been encouraged by the response
from those who attended recent open events about this outdoor retelling of
the Easter story, and welcomes more volunteers of any age to act, sing or
support. Read more below, then get in touch taaistockpp@gmail.corfor

more detail.

The Tavistock Passion starts at 11 am on Good Friday morning (14 April 2017).

Itéds a promenade performance, in pe
hour. (The route will bepublished nearer the date). Dramatic scenes from
the final days of Jesusd | ife on ec¢

Director, David Stranks, are linked by original choral music by awanting
local composer Andrew Wilson.

Rehearsals for acte and the choir will take place on Wednesday evenings
from 11 January. While a number of roles have been cast, we are still looking
for men aged 18 to 40 interested in playing the role of Jesus, disciples, or
Roman soldiers, and for people of any agel(iding families) to join in crowd
action or cameo scenes. There is also more room for singers in the four part
choir. Early testers say they are really enjoying the music.

On the support side:

1 We want to strengthen the stage management team, looking lmoth f
technical experience to guide the planning and for people to help on
the day in setting up and moving equipment.

1 Fundraising help for our treasurer Daniel Leonaftlliams: there
will be no charge to see the performance, so we are seeking grants,
sponsaship and donations to cover all the costs.

1 Creative roles: including help with publicity, prop and costume
design.


mailto:tavistockpp@gmail.com

1 General helpers: both during rehearsals (paperwork, refreshments,
etc) and on the day (dressers, runners, etc).

We are keen to involve asnany people as practical in this community play.
Many roles that need no prior experience, and we aim to find ways to enable
everyone who is keen to take part. You can just come on 11 Jar(ds39 pm

at the Parish Centre) to enquire, but if you can enraédvance, all the better.

St Eustachiusd Church safeguarding
and young people (under 18) or vulnerable adults, who should be accompanied
on first attendance so arrangements can be agreed.

Christmas Gifts

201 YT wPOUOEwWOPOl wOOwWUEAWEwWT UT 1T ws Ul EOOw:
to buy toys, to our Christmas Toy Appeal. The response from members of the
congregations at St Eudachius
Parish Church, Tavistock
Methodist Church, and the
Tavistock Corps of the Salvation
Army and a number of local
individuals who saw news of the
appeal in the Tavistock Timeswas
very encouraging indeed. We
raised just over £300; coupled with
donated items, were able to supply
with over 120 new toys for local
distribution. All were beautifully
wrapped and meticulously
catalogued by a dedicated team at
20w $UUUVUEET PUUZQ
Marie, Elizabeth Watkins, Keith
and Hilary, Tony Dunk, The Rev
Sue Tucker and Caroline and, of
course, MasterHenry Martin (who offered moral support).




St EustachiusdChurch
Living with Bereavement:

The Funeral has taken place, we have said our farewells,
family and friends have returned home, and we are left alone
with our memories, of love, joys and sadness
and maybe regrets.

L\
o

Living with
Bereavement

Bereavement leaves us in places we are not familiar with and
finds us in different situations that we are not used to.

We would |Iike to invite ,jaou
new group to be held on the thifthursday of the month from

2 pm until 330 pmin the Parish Centre Tavistock, next to the
Bedford Hotel, where over a cup of tea and cake we can share
with others going through similar experiences of the loss of a
loved one. This group is for everyone, so please do come anc
join us.
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Walter C. Parson
Funeral Directors

(i Independent Family Cuned Business Wepitd.com

Contact Peter Davey, qualified Funeral Director, and Lesley Morris, secretary,
who are available to help with all your enquiries at anytime.
The Stables, 32 West Street, Tavistock PL19 8]Y Tel: (01822) 617300

FAIRWAY

FURNITURE

TAVISTOCK FESTIVAL
Is proud to sponsor the

Friends of St Eustachius’

For information about the Friends of the
Tavistock Music & Arts Festival
or the 2017 Festival

from 18 April - 2 May

Please contact the Chairman on
bridgemoorhouse@gmail.com
www.tavistockmusic.co.uk

Would you like to advertise in the
magazine?

Contact Mandy in the parish office
616673

parishoffice@tavychurch.eclipse.co.uk
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orris Bros
Funeral
Directors

Established in 1870
Your local independent Funeral Director i
owned &run by the fifth generation of the
Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke. We
provide a qualified, professional &
sensitive service to the people ¢
Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon ¢
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedforc
Foundry providing you with a very
personal service regardless of the time
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service o

01822 612023

The Old Bedford Foundry
Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

vaw.morrisbros.co.uy

(M

ne

Having Trouble
Reaching Your Feet?

Try the
Toe Nail Cutting Service
By qualified technician £10

Note this service is not suitable for everyone

Also offering full
Reflexology £25
per hour

Available at TASS Anchorage
Centre on Wednesday and Bere
Ferrers Church Hall on Friday.

For an appointment
call Pat on 07845 932597
or 01822 610262

www.patwarne.com

SHIELDS

DIY & STOVES
HANDTOOLS
POWERTOOLS
PAINT
PLUMBING
ELECTRICAL LOGS & COAL
IRONMONGERY o
TIMBER - WOODBURNERS
A INSTALLATION
FIRESIDE

ACCESSORIES

.~

Dulux M
4 Vigo Bridge, Tavistock 01822 615451

www.shieldsdiy.co.uk www.shieldstoves.co.uk

The Bédford Hotel

The B ‘d.f,ordﬁ Tavi s
favourite retreat
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Tidings from Tavistock é

The 2016 Christmas Tree Festival

~s

@. taking pleasure in the fragra
6é. the glittering rapmemderthlie Chma

These extracts from the Ariel poems written by T S Eliot@sristmas gifts,
convey something of the beauty of Christmas trees and express sentiments
which seem appropriate to the Christmas Tree Festival which took place in
the church between Friday 28November and SundayhDecember.

This was our eighth Fesal, with 62 trees beautifully decorated by local
schools, businesses and other organ
were the best ever, and there is ho doubt that the church looked really
wonderful. The involvement of the community in the Fedtivas fantastic,

and the atmosphere in the church was absolutely brilliant.

As usual there was a massive vote for the favourite tree, with the following
results:

1. Tavistock Community Primary and Nursery School whose tree was
dedicated to tVWiesiftambuemp®t mNid&Ah
Clarke Moore

2. Whitchurch Community Primary School with their tree, decorated
by pupils in Years 1 and 2 with pine cone reindeers

3. Pancreatic Cancer Action which raises funds to help improve the
diagnosis of and the survivates from this lethal form of cancer

More than 11,000 people, a record, came to the Festival, and we had more
than 3,000 visitors on Dickensian evening. The total income, at £15,700, is
also a new record and the final surplus of nearly £12,900 is¢herxl

highest ever. The money raised will be used to help maintain and enhance
our lovely church, and will make an important contribution to realising the
plans for reordering the church on the occasion of its #@Ghniversary in
2018.

A huge number obrganisations and individuals deserve thanks for their
contributions to the Festival, and many contributions have already been
acknowledged in the Festival programme. | would, however, like to add
some words of thanks to:
1 Amanda Randell for the lovelpfal decoration which was raffled at
the Festival
1 Joan Torvell for the donation of the trophy for favourite tree

13
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Barclays Community Matched Funding for its generous donations

And although it may be invidious to single out individuals from among the
huge nmber of volunteers who made the Festival so enjoyable and
successful, | feel that | must mention:

1
T

=A =4 =4 =

Pam Hunter and those who made and sold the beautiful handicrafts
Cathy Sherlock, Barbara Miller, Pat Morrison and everyone involved
with the bistro, the caféand the sales of marmalades, jams and
chutneys

Sean Sweeney and those who took part in the excellent music
programme

John Collacott whose help with setting up and taking down the trees,
running the sound system and with all sorts of other things was
invalable

All those who helped set up and take down the trees

All those who so generously made cakes, soup, jams and pickles
All those who helped with the stewarding during the festival

And the amazing Pat Morrison who not only masterminded the
magnificent Feistal, but was a constant encouraging presence in the
church throughout the whole event

The Friends are very grateful to all the volunteers, to those who decorated
the lovely trees, and to all those who came to the Festival.

John Rea

Our thanks thismonthgo t o ¢é é

Barbara Miller and her stalwart band of helpers for the
magnificent Friday coffee mornings which do so much to
encourage people into the church, as well as raising much
appreciated funds. We know Barbara would welcome extrg
help.

14



@ St. Eustachius’ Church Tavistock

NEXT TERM:
Saturday 7 January
New Year’s Messy Church:
God’s creation — all things eco and green!

Drop in from 3.30 pm to 5.30 pm in the church
Come along for -
Hospitality (hot meal)
Crafts, activities and games (lots of messy fun)
Friendship (for all the family)

Fellowship (short Bible based celebration)

All the family welcome
(children accompanied by an adult please)

There is no charge for Messy Church, but donations are welcome.
Contact Sarah on 07929911892 or sarah.pendle0@gmail.com
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You arecordially invited to a

Candlelit Candlemas Tea Party

on Saturday 28th January 2017
from 3 pm until 5 pm ithe Parish Rooms.

Ladies, if possible, wear hats, men bow ties.
Please invite your friends and families.
All very welcome.
A fun filled and delicious afternoon.

Tickets £3 from the parish office
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easyfundraising

Make a donation to St Eust a
any extra cost.

How does this work?

oeasyfundraising6 i s a good cause shopr
access to many major national retailers. When you make a
purchase on-line from one of these retailers, through
easyfundraising, the retailer will make a donation to your
nominated Charity. In this case it would be St Eustachius The
amount of donation varies with the individual retailer.

What do | have to do ?

Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk  and register your
name with a Password. Nominate St Eustachius Church
Tavistock as your chosen Charity then through the optional
menus select the retailer from whom you wish to make your
purchase in the normal way. The retailer will then make a
donation to St Eustachiusd wi t hout i amcfurther i ng
expense.
Regis er for oDonation Reminderd6 a
retailers who will make a donation against your purchases.
A statement will be issued by easyfundraising reflecting the
value of your purchases and the amount that has been donated
to St Eustachiusd You will also receive regular emails with
promotions etc. These can be unsubscribed if preferred.
Eachtimeyoubuyon-l i ne easyfundmising 0 . It i1 s
and the Church benefits
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The Friends of St

Quiz Night

£5 per headd ticket includsa p ast yt ian
refreshment!

Teams of up to 8 peopld come as a readynade team
or join up with others on the night.

Bar & Raffle

Parish Centre 6 7 pm/7.15 pm

Saturday 4 February
Tickets from the Parish Offec
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND

DEVON

HE DIOCESE OF

EXETER has hosted

a Devon Food

Forum to focus

on issues of food
poverty and food security
around the county.

At the meeting one of the
actions agreed was to contact
all decision-makers, including
local politicians, urging them
to do more to help those who
are most vulnerable in terms
of hunger and poor nutrition.

At the event, attended by
Foodbank representatives
and other community food

projects from all over the
county, first-hand accounts Bishop Robert on a visit to Okehampton Foodbank

GOOD NEWS FROM THE
DIOCESE OF EXETER JANUARY 2017

were shared of people

not being able to buy food .
because of benefit sanctions

or because of transport costs. Ta C k | | n g
A growing lack of awareness

and experience for some

young people in preparing

and cooking food was also

ey IN Devon

Nick McKinnel talked of the

uncertainties facing local for granted. We should subject ahead of May’s

farmers and growers. no longer just assume Devon County Council
There are over 70 that we'll be able to eat elections. He said: “Jesus

emergency food providers what and how we wish. says to pray: ‘Give us each

across the diocese and it The future offers serious day our daily bread’ but we

is estimated that voluntary challenges to the supply can't pray that when there

organisations now feed and quality of our food, and are people who are relying

80,000 people, including at the same time thousands on Foodbanks to get a tin of

22,000 children every year. of us are affected by poor baked beans to feed their

Diocesan Director of Church nutrition.” family. It is a scandal.”

and Society Martyn Goss said: The Bishop of Exeter

“It is clear that we cannot is among those writing For further details visit:

take the food on our plates to political parties on this exeter.anglican.org/food-justice

18



20



