From Joyce Stanton (Licensed Reader)
A prayer for guidance from St. Thomas Aquinas:
Guide my going in and going forward;
Lead home my going forth
You are true God and true man
And live for ever and ever. Amen.
In the world we live in, justice and rights are expected to go hand in
hand; through justice we seek what we believe to be ours. This can lead
us into difficulty because many rights conflict with each other, such as
the right to free speech, the right not to be harassed or offended.
The graciousness of God goes far beyond rights, and the justice of God
pays well over the odds and is a work of ultimate love.
When God truly expressed his love clearly and completely, and declared
his love for each one of us, it was in the giving of his Son (while we were
still sinners Christ died for us - Romans 5: 7). The cross of Jesus reveals his
great love for us. Jesus’s cross is the source of our eternal salvation.
Jesus’s passion brings each of us so many graces, blessings, justification
and reconciliation, and we are adopted as sons and daughters of God
and heirs of eternal life.
God signed a blank cheque on our behalf, wiping out our debt, our sins.
The price paid for our salvation ~ in the death of Jesus on the cross ~
is priceless and lavish beyond measure, far beyond anything we could
ever know or imagine.
Lord, you have put gladness in our hearts, you have satisfied our hunger
with good things. In giving all, you have not withheld from us your own
dear son, your very self. How can we withhold anything from you, our
Lord and our God.
Renew us day by day with the gift of your Spirit that we may give
ourselves completely to your service, and walk with joy in the footsteps
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Prayer of the month
My Offering – A prayer by Bishop George Appleton
(1902-1993)

chosen by Chris Hardwick

Lord,
I offer what I am
to what You are.
I stretch up to You in desire
my attention on You alone.
I cannot grasp You,
explain You
describe You
Only cast myself into the depths
of your mystery
February Only
2017 (Services
are in
Tavistock
Parishthe
Church unless otherwise indicated)
let your
love
pierce
cloud of my unknowing.
Wed 1
10.30 am Holy Communion
Let
allChurch
but You
3.30me
pmforget
Messy
You are what I long for
Thurs 2 You
7.30 are
pm myTavi
Praise – Bere
Alston United Church
chiefest
good
You are my eager hope
Fri 3
8.30 am
Communion
You
are myHoly
allness.
10 am
10 am

Sat 4

Holy Dusters
Coffee Morning in church

In the glimpses of your eternity
7.30 pm
Ten Tors Orchestra
concert
Your
unconditional
freedom
Your unfailing wisdom
Your perfect love
I am humble and worshipping
warming to love and hope
waiting and available
for your will
dear Lord.
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April 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Sat 1

12.30 pm
3.30 pm

Marriage of Alison Kelly and Christopher Pickles
Messy Church

Sun 2

PASSION SUNDAY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service for
children and adults together
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
12/12.30 pm Soup and Cheese Lunch – parish centre
6 pm
Evensong with Hymns

Mon 3

11.30 am
7.30 pm

Lent Course – parish centre
Lent Course – parish centre

Tue 4

12 pm
7.30 pm

Passion Play Prayer Walk
Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road

Wed 5

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Thurs 6

7.30 pm

Tavi Praise – King’s

Fri 7

8.30 am
10 am
10 am
12 pm

Holy Communion
Holy Dusters
Coffee Morning in church
Stations of the Cross

Sat 8

10 am
1.30 pm

Intercessors’ Prayer Group
Marriage of Jane Thompson and Lee Wilson

Sun 9

PALM SUNDAY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.30 am
Family Communion: a service for
children and adults together
9.45 am
Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
2 pm
Family Baptism
6 pm
Benefice Service: Extracts from Faure Requiem
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April 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Mon 10

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK
5.30 pm
Holy Communion

Tue 11

TUESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
12 pm
Passion Play Prayer Walk
5.30 pm
Holy Communion

Wed 12

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
10.30 am Holy Communion
5.30 pm
Holy Communion

Thurs 13 MAUNDY THURSDAY
6 pm
Fish and chip supper – parish centre
7.30 pm
Holy Communion with Watch until midnight
Fri 14

GOOD FRIDAY
10.15 am Service of blessing for Tavistock Passion
11 am
Tavistock Passion
2 pm
Liturgy of Good Friday
2 pm
Good Friday ascent to St Michael’s – Brent Tor
4 pm
Good Friday Service - Gulworthy

Sat 15

EASTER EVE
8 pm
Service of Light

Sun 16

EASTER DAY
6.30 am
Dawn Service at Whitchurch Down
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service for
children and adults together
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6 pm
Evensong
6 pm
Holy Communion – St Michael’s, Brentor

Tue 18

12 pm
7.30 pm

Tavistock Festival Opening Reception and Entertainment
Tavistock Festival – Dante Quartet
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April 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Wed 19

WEDNESDAY OF EASTER WEEK
10.30 am Holy Communion
2.30 pm
Tavistock Festival – Piano recital by Mark Bebbington
7.30 pm
Tavistock Festival – ‘Vibrations’ by Col Canto

Thurs 20

1 pm
2.30 pm

Tavistock Festival – Oboe and Piano recital by
Leslie Mazur-Park and Mary Mazur-Park
‘Living with Bereavement’ – parish centre

Fri 21

FRIDAY OF EASTER WEEK
8.30 am
Holy Communion

Sat 22

10.30 am
7.30 pm

Sun 23

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion with Baptism
9.45 am
Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am All-Comers’ Family Service – Gulworthy
2 pm
St George’s Day Parade and Service
6 pm
Evensong
6 pm
Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor

Tue 25

MARK THE EVANGELIST
1 pm
Tavistock Festival – Duo Piano recital by the
Greenwood Piano Duo
7.30 pm
Holy Communion

Wed 26

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Thurs 27

1 pm
7.30 pm

Tavistock Festival – Organ recital by
Professor David Robinson
Tavistock APCM (Holy Communion at 7 pm)

Fri 28

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Sat 29

3 pm

Marriage Blessing for Craig and Paula Bradbury

‘No Reason Coffee Morning’ – vicarage garden
South West Chamber Choir concert
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April 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Sun 30

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with a
group for children
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
2 pm
Family Baptism
4 pm
Fifth Sunday Service – Gulworthy
6 pm
Tavistock Festival Evensong
6 pm
Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor

Pilgrim Course
Dear Friends,
Our Pilgrim course recommences on Monday 24th April when we will
be exploring The Commandments. We will explore in these studies
the ways in which Jesus interprets the various commandments and
expand on their meaning. We will also look at how they have a part
to play in our life today.
New members are welcome to join the pilgrimage.
The course is designed to help us unpack the Christian message and
teaching of the Christian faith; it is reflective and conversational.
We meet at Higher Woodley Farm from 7pm. If anyone requires
transport please contact me on 01822 832374.
God’s Blessings,
Judith
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From the Vicarage
A Meditation for Holy Week – “And It Was Night”
It was night
the horizon
swallowed
the sun
It was night
Rainbows
turned grey –
painters wept
It was night
the moon
showed
her fickle face
It was night
thieves took
joy
from that place
Stars strayed
far away –
and someone
slept
“And It Was Night” A poem by Victoria Field based on John 13.21-32
The theology of glorification, the glorification of the Son of God, is the
central theme of the second half of St John’s Gospel from where
tonight’s reading comes. For John, Jesus’s final story begins with a
supper – not a Passover supper as the synoptic tradition understood,
but with a supper preceding the Passover. Jesus is alone with his chosen
disciples, including Judas. Jesus knew that his hour had come. The
powers of darkness were closing in – Satan had already put it into Judas’s
heart to deliver Jesus up to the authorities. And Jesus - knowing that
his Father had put everything into his hands, and that his story, which
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began with the Father, would end with his return to the Father - sets in
train a series of events that would lead to the cross and to his
glorification. For us, of course – from our perspective, there is a
paradox - we see betrayal and injustice that will lead to persecution,
suffering and death.
Victoria, in her poem which speaks of sun and moon, light and dark, day
and night, places this paradox before us. Matthew, Mark and Luke in
their gospels mainly make a contrast between two ages – between this
age, and the age to come. John however, in his Gospel, makes a contrast
between two worlds – the world above and the world below: “You are
from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this
world” (Jn 8.23). It is into this world, which stands in contrast to the
world above, that Jesus comes to be light (Jn 11.9). This world is the
realm of darkness, and Jesus is himself the light (Jn 8.12). The sun rises
in the sky, as if to show itself to us in all its brightness and freshness –
“What was come into being was life”, John records at the beginning of
his Gospel, “and the life was the light of all people” (Jn 1.3b-4). And
Victoria writes: “It was night - the horizon swallowed the sun; it was
night, rainbows turned grey - painters wept. The moon showed her
fickle face, thieves took joy from that place” - “and it was night” (Jn
13.30).
Why did John include this one seemingly insignificant detail? “And it was
night” (Jn 13.30). The darkness of night shows us the contrast between
Jesus, the light of the world, and the powers of darkness. Throughout
that night, and throughout the days that follow, it appears that darkness
has triumphed over the light. Judas leads a group of soldiers and betrays
Jesus with a kiss. Jesus is arrested, brought to trial, and finally brutally
beaten and nailed to a cross to die. When Jesus’s dead body is laid in
the tomb and the grave is sealed, darkness does indeed conquer the
light. There is no glorification here. All hope would be gone if it were
not for the reminder that comes from the opening verses of John’s
gospel: “The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not
overcome it”. (Jn 1.5)
During Holy Week we are presented with the reality of darkness. It is
the reality of human betrayal. In spite of the fact that light has come
into the world, human-beings love darkness rather than light. Those for
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whom Jesus had been born refuse to come to the light because their
deeds were evil. In John’s Gospel the crowing evil is hatred of the light
– unbelief in Jesus.
Jesus’s opening words, recorded by John, deeply penetrate our being –
they expose the weakness of our nature: “Truly, truly, I say to you, one
of you will betray me” (Jn 13.21). In the darkness of this moment, to
whom does Jesus speak? It is far too easy for us to glance knowingly at
Judas - to point the finger at him and away from ourselves - for this is
the story not only of personal betrayal, but of human betrayal – betrayal
by humankind: “It was night, thieves took joy from that place” - and then
Victoria exposes the raw truth of the moment: “stars strayed far away
– and someone slept”.
Who really betrayed Jesus that night? Who was it that strayed? And who
was it that slept? Mark records that they all began to be sorrowful and
began to say to Jesus “Is it I?” (Mk 14.19). In our sorrow at the unfolding
of the events of Jesus’s Passion, we have to ask the same question “Is it
I?"
“Stars strayed far away and someone slept”. We are brought face to
face with the reality of human betrayal. Judas goes about his business
and it was night. He goes out into the night - not only into the physical
night where the rays of the physical sun could not penetrate, but also,
away from Jesus’s presence - into that spiritual night where the light of
the true sun did not shine.
“And someone slept”. Where was the blind man who had received his
sight? Where was the lame man who had been healed? Or the sick
Gentile boy who had been made well? Where were the hungry who had
been fed, the lepers who had been cleansed, and the deaf who could
now hear? And where were Jairus’s daughter, and the widow’s son, and
Lazarus, all of whom Jesus had raised from the dead?
“Stars strayed far away and someone slept” … “Is it I?” We are brought
face to face with the reality of human betrayal. We are brought face to
face with our own vulnerability and weakness. God’s Son is betrayed,
and someone slept.
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Benefice Service of Light
A service of light will be held in Tavistock Church on Holy Saturday, 15th
April (Easter Eve). In the Service of Light the resurrection is proclaimed
in both spoken word and dramatic ceremony - the Easter candle
symbolising Christ, the light of the world, risen from the darkness of the
grave: The Church is in darkness and a new fire is kindled. The Easter
candle is marked with a sign of the cross, the symbol of life and death,
and the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, Alpha and Omega,
are marked on the candle as a reminder that Christ is the beginning and
the end of all things. The numerals of the current year indicate that
Christ is present here and now among his people. Five “nails” are
inserted in the shape of the cross, symbolising the wounds of Christ. The
candle is then lit and carried in joyful procession through the church.
“The Light of Christ” is sung three times as the light is spread to all
present until the Church is filled with light. It culminates in the singing of
the ancient Easter song of praise – the Exsultet.
Weather permitting, please gather in the Churchyard by the South door
for the lighting of the new fire. The service begins at 8.00 pm.
Chris Hardwick

The Revd. John Charles Higman
Rector of Mary Tavy and Peter Tavy
I would like to thank everyone for all the cards, messages and
letters of condolence, following the loss of my dear husband John. The
many tributes I have received show how much he was loved, valued
and respected.
I am sincerely grateful to everyone who helped in any way with the
arrangements for the funeral and requiem. I particularly wish to thank
Father Greg Stanton for his kindness and for conducting the services.
John always said he felt truly blessed to be our Rector and to
minister in ‘The Tavys’. I know that he will be remembered with great
affection for his kindness and unfailing good humour. He was always
ready to help and encourage others. His sudden death has been a
terrible shock. I am grateful for all your prayers at this very difficult
Do you shop online?
time.
Stella Higman

10

11

Tavistock Festival 2017
Concerts at St Eustachius’ Parish Church
Tuesday 18th April
12 noon Festival Opening with refreshments and entertainment
Tuesday 18th April
7:30pm Dante Quartet with Mark Bebbington (Piano)
Wednesday 19th April
2:30pm Piano Recital by Mark Bebbington
7:30pm Col Canto. Sixteen singers from S W France
Thursday 20th April
1:00pm Oboe and Piano Recital by Leslie Mazur-Park and Mary MazurPark
Saturday 22nd April
7.30pm South West Chamber Choir
Tuesday 25th April
1:00pm Duo Piano Recital by The Greenwood Piano Duo
Thursday 27th April
1:00pm Organ Recital by Professor David Robinson
Sunday 30th April
6:00pm Festival Evensong with the Parish Choir and Canoryon Lowen
Monday 1st May
10.00am Choral Workshop -The anthems of John Rutter
Tuesday 2nd May
1:00pm Organ Recital by Dr Sean Sweeney
Wednesday 3rd May
7.00pm Tavistock Sings! A showcase of local school choirs
Friday 5th May
1.00pm Piano Recital by Brian Chapple
7.30pm Canticorum and Tavistock Tapestry Choir in Concert
Saturday 6th May
7:30pm North Devon Sinfonia
including Holst’s The Planets and Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue
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Do you shop online?

Register with “easyfundraising”. Nominate St Eustachius, Tavistock, as
your chosen charity. Proceed to the Suppliers, make your purchase and
a donation will be made to the church, by the supplier, without
involving you in any further expense.
The Church is very grateful for your donation made by this method.
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Having Trouble
Reaching Your Feet?

Morris Bros

Try the
Toe Nail Cutting Service
By qualified technician £10

Funeral
Directors

Note this service is not suitable for everyone

Established in 1870
Your local independent Funeral Director
is owned & run by the fifth generation of
the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.
We provide a qualified, professional &
sensitive service to the people of
Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon &
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford
Foundry providing you with a very
personal service regardless of the time of
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service
on

Also offering full
Reflexology £25
per hour
Available at TASS Anchorage
Centre on Wednesday and Bere
Ferrers Church Hall on Friday.

01822 612023

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

For an appointment
call Pat on 07845 932597
or 01822 610262

www.morrisbros.co.uk

www.patwarne.com

The Old Bedford Foundry
Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ

The Bedford Hotel
The Bedford — Tavistock’s
favourite retreat
A warm welcome awaits.
Join us for:
Morning Coffee
Bar Lunch
Sunday Lunch
Dinner
Tel 01822 613221
www.bedford-hotel.co.uk
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Tidings from Tavistock …
Shrove Tuesday
A lively crew enjoyed a selection of savoury and sweet pancakes in jovial
company. The pancake tossing races were hotly contested, and
congratulations go to Rita Bilverstone, the ultimate victor.
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A Canterbury Tale
The primary purpose of our visit was to hear the first performance of
my new choral piece, Pacem, in Canterbury Cathedral. It was a tiring
journey, but the performance was rewarding and reassuring. It was
also a sentimental visit, since it was some 40 years since my first
meeting with the then director of music, Allan Wicks – a meeting that
spawned two or three pieces for him and the cathedral and which
inspired the beginnings of the sacred music strand of my career,
In addition our daughter, who is fascinated by (and possibly addicted
to) Richard III, had tasked us to find the tomb of Cardinal Pole, the last
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Canterbury. Reginald Pole was the
grandson of George, Duke of Clarence, who was the brother of
Edward IV and Richard III. He was therefore a Plantagenet and as such
his right to the throne was stronger than that of the Tudors (or so I’m
told).
A helpful verger
directed us to the
tomb, and, on
discovering our
Tavistock
connection, also
showed us two fine
15th century wall
paintings depicting
the life of St Eustace,
which was a
delightful surprise.
It was altogether a
wonderful reacquaintance with
the marvellous,
inspiring building.
Perhaps the
strongest memory, however, is of the genuinely warm welcome we
received from everyone.
Brian Chapple
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Mission of the Month
Mothers’ Union
In the words of Archbishop Justin,
“Mothers’ Union is one of the greatest,
the most embedded, the most
effective, the most widespread
women’s groups in the world,
upholding through its work the gospel
of reconciliation that is so needed to transform the world in which we
live.” The Mothers’ Union, with over 4 million members in 83
countries, put their faith into action in some of the most impoverished
communities in the world, bringing hope and building resilience.
FREEING PEOPLE FROM DEPENDENCY Mothers' Union Churchbased Community Mobilisation (CCM) programmes are transforming
lives, and ending the dependency culture that can blight communities.
Community groups come together with a MU trained facilitator,
identifying needs and discovering what local resources and people are
available to meet those needs. The Eagle Programme across 8 dioceses
in Uganda has benefited over 14,000 people. MU now has over 20,000
centrally funded CCM beneficiaries in 7 countries around the world.
STRENGTHENING FAMILY LIFE by providing training for members to
become Facilitators of Parenting groups. These groups provide a safe
and informed place to learn how to build secure and loving
relationships, build their child’s self-esteem and tackle issues such as
setting boundaries and dealing with challenging behaviours. Thousands
of parents have benefited from these groups, which have run in 28
countries since the year 2000.
Mothers’ Union was founded in 1876 in Winchester, UK. Today MU in
Britain and Ireland remains a driving force in the movement as a
whole. Members are active in faith, creative and relevant in practical
support, vocal in campaigning and tireless in fundraising for projects
both at home and overseas. Around 70,000 members provide a great
enabling force for the charitable work of the global organisation.
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Last year 60,000 beneficiaries in Britain and Ireland included almost
12,000 prisoners, and their partners and children, in 85 prisons, and
over 6,500 Freshers at UK universities. There were over 100
marriage preparation sessions and £1,000,000 was raised to support
MU across the world. Over £138,000 was raised through sales of
Mothers’ Union Enterprise products.
All Mothers’ Union work
is supported by prayer,
which is at the heart of all
that Mothers’ Union does.
Jenny Tremaine

COFFEE MORNINGS
On the first Friday of each month the Craft Group holds a coffee
morning in the Parish Church. This has become a very social part of
the church, and many people visit regularly to join us for coffee, and
of course a chat. We would welcome anyone to come along and,
either help, or to just enjoy the companionship during the morning.
We always have a stall selling gifts and our very popular greetings
cards.
Don’t miss this dramatic retelling of the Easter story on the streets of
Tavistock, produced by Steven Martin of St Eustachius’ Parish Church.

During July, August and September we have weekly coffee mornings
on a Friday; on some Fridays we follow with cream teas.
Each Friday throughout the summer there will be a different stall or
exhibition.
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Director David Stranks brings Biblical scenes to life, linked by music
specially composed by Andrew Wilson. With cast, choir and stage
crew, around 100 local people are involved.
“Exciting and adventurous – meaningful and symbolic”
(Billy Allen, who plays the role of Jesus)
“Very interesting playing the villain of the piece”
(James Teague, Judas)
“It deepens one’s own faith to think about what went on and why.
Easter can be a habit: I’m thinking about it in a fresh way.”
(one of the “crowd”).
Thanks to generous grants and gifts the event is free, with collections
in aid of local charities St Luke’s Hospice and the Mary Budding Trust.
Bedford Square will be closed all morning, as the performance uses
the whole space, with the audience moving with the action. Starting at
11am, it is expected to last about 80 minutes. (A small number of seats
will be available for those unable to stand.)
Everyone is also invited to an ecumenical service, with prayers
for the cast, in St Eustachius’ at 10:15am.
If the weather is too wet, the performance will go ahead in the Town
Hall, crossing to the church for the final scenes. Check for updates on
www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk/tavistock-passion - also
@TaviPPlay and St Eustachius’ Parish Church Facebook page.
Parental guidance: the play includes a realistic interpretation of the
crucifixion.
Many thanks indeed to all who have donated money towards the costs of the
Tavistock Passion play. We have all the money we need to mount the production
thanks to the extraordinary generosity, support and hard work of so many
people. Thank you! Please spread the word and encourage everyone you know to
come and see it.
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Father George Elo RIP
It is with great sadness that we learnt that Fr George Elo, our beloved
Brother, Father and friend passed away in the Solomon Islands. He had
not been well for several weeks and was admitted to hospital after
becoming critically ill and later entering a coma. George Elo was an
outstanding Brother in the Melanesian Brotherhood. He had a deep
spirit of humility and service. He was able always to detect pride and I
always remember how he would gently laugh at those who tried to
promote themselves. He was tremendously popular in the
Brotherhood, and though naturally shy and unassuming people always
looked to him for advice and guidance. He always stood up for what
was right. He was the first Melanesian Brother to be ordained as a
priest. I was there for his ordination at his home village in Ysabel, an
occasion I will never forget. Later he was selected by the Brotherhood
to study at the College of the Resurrection at Mirfield. I joined him
there and he graduated with a BD and served as priest at Tavistock
where he served under Fr John Rawlings whom he greatly admired.
George had a lovely sense of humour. He would never push himself
forward but could always detect what was true and trustworthy. He
loved the Spirit of the religious communities and as Mission Secretary
was always wanting to support them. He learnt to drive in the UK,
always loved cars and was never happier than when driving others
around and showing gracious hospitality. Fr George was always wise.
He rejected all forms of pride, racial discrimination or superiority and
always treated the humblest with the greatest respect. In the UK he
was very fond of Barbara Molyneux who he thought was a wonderful
Companion and supported him during his three years of studies. His
spiritual director was Fr Simon Holden CR who admired him greatly.
Fr George kept us all humble- he knew the true Spirit of service and
the wisdom he had learnt in the Melanesian Brotherhood. Though a
naturally quiet man he was greatly loved by so many.
He was a wonderful actor and was the first to act the part of Jesus in
the Passion Play I directed and he was brilliant. It was brothers like
George who taught what it meant to be a true Brother. Though his life
was not always easy and he went through some difficult times he never
lost his humility and grace or his deep sense of what was right and of
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Christ. When Barbara and I returned for the last Great Conference in
2015 he could not have gone to greater trouble as Mission Secretary
welcoming us and showing us such care and hospitality. He had grown
in confidence and though a gentle man Fr George would always stand
firm and not be pushed about; he always had courage and an instinct
for what was right even in difficult situations.
He is far too young to die and I know many will feel such grief,
especially his dear wife Elsie and his son George Junior. Fr George, you
leave your family and friends heartbroken but all of us give thanks for
your life and your service to Christ.
Rest in peace dear Brother, father and friend, and all our prayers will
be with your family. May your soul rest with the Lord you served and
rise in glory.
With all our love and the prayers of the Companions throughout the
UK
Reverend Richard Carter
The Chaplain to the UK Companions of the Melanesian Brotherhood

Tavistock Triangle Drop in Cancer Support Centre
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED TO JOIN OUR TEAM

The Triangle Drop in Cancer Support Centre in Tavistock is now
seeking volunteers to join our dedicated team of nurses and
therapists to work on alternate Fridays at the centre between
08:45 and 15:30.
We are a small professional, friendly team who provide support
& information to help cancer patients and their families navigate
through their diagnosis, treatment and onward care.
Our volunteers support us by providing a warm and friendly
welcome, offering refreshments and a listening ear for everyone
attending the Triangle Centre.
You will find our team supportive and we will provide training to
enable you to work in this rewarding and challenging area.
If you are interested in finding out more about this role please
contact The Triangle Centre on a Friday –tel. 01822 615935 and
ask to speak to one of the Triangle team, or pop in for an
informal chat.
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BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE,
PLUMBING AND HEATING

C8353

8570
T: 01822 841410
M: 07801 987258

Would you like to advertise in the
magazine?
Contact Mandy in the parish office
616673
parishoffice@tavychurch.eclipse.co.uk

Tel: 01822 616747
Collacombe Down, Lamerton, Tavistock Devon PL19 8SD
MOT TESTING STATION SERVICING AND REPAIRS
GENERAL SHOP ~ ACCESSORIES
SELF SERVICE & ATTENDED PETROL & DIESEL
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If it’s on, under or beside the desk,
we supply it, including the desk!

PCC
PCC Office Supplies Ltd
For all your Business and Domestic
requirements including:
Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS,
Office Machines, Cleaning &
Catering
We guarantee to beat the
competition and save you money
with our same day/next day service
Call 01822 810220
sales@pccofficesupplies.com

parishoffice@tavychurch.eclipse.co.uk

28

Gulworthy Fashion Show
by

Friday 7th April 2017
7.30pm
Gulworthy Parish Hall
Ticket price £10 pp
to include cheese and a glass of wine
Tickets from Viv Hutchison 01822 612803
Rosie Steer 01822 833084
Lowenna Edwards 01822 616435
and on the door
Proceeds to St Paul's Gulworthy and
Gulworthy Parish Hall

Gulworthy Notes …
April is such a lovely time of year. The earth is now waking up with the
bright colours of spring flowers for us all to enjoy. The days are
lighter, the birds are singing and we can now think the gloomy days of
winter are over. This is the season that, I believe, shows Gulworthy at
its best; first the snowdrops, then the primroses, the daffodils and
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finally the rhododendrons. Not sure which flowers we have in the
corner of the grave yard will be visited by the residents. Yes, we have
3 bee hives which happily sit in the grounds and are lovingly tended by
Reverend Steve Martin. It will be a patient wait, to see if we are lucky
enough to have any honey this year, so watch this space! How lucky
we are to be able to witness the creation that was made for us.
With Easter around the corner, St Paul’s is a busy place. Sunday 9th
April is Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy week, and just like Jesus’s
arrival into Jerusalem we have a special visitor, yes a donkey. On Good
Friday 14th April we hold the annual hot cross bun bake and creation
of the Easter garden, following which there is a short service and then
the traditional tasting takes place. I always wonder at the
transformation from a grey slab to the bright magical garden that
children mange to so quickly achieve and which in turn provides a
pictorial image of Easter itself. Easter Sunday is a wonderful service and
one where children and even adults, if they’re lucky, are given a treat.
All the Sunday Services are at 11.15am, at St Paul’s; on Good Friday
the hot cross making is in the Parish Hall at 3.00pm and the short
service is in the Church at 4.00pm. So do come along, St Paul’s is
renowned for its warm welcome and hospitality.
You may be aware from our piece last month, the children who attend
Gulworthy Primary were asked to design a logo for us. Wow! What a
lovely display it made, showing how the children had really thought
about the task. Voting took place at the APCM on Tuesday 14th
March. Number 12 won so congratulations to Chloe Dean who
received a box of sweets. All those who entered were also given a
small reward and well done for all your efforts; they were very much
appreciated and gave us lots to discuss.
Another big thank you goes to all those who attended the APCM; it
was lovely to see you. It was sad that a couple of members had to
resign this year. We thank Mary Murrin, wishing her a belated happy
birthday, and Lizzie Chalcraft for all their time and commitment. It is
now so very apparent just how hard Alan Fox worked for the PCC,
now sadly you’re unable to attend the meetings. Your knowledge,
support and very wise words are greatly missed; we all wish you well
and a big thank you for all you’ve done. We welcome Roy Wilton as
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our second Church Warden. Viv Hutchison has, singly, over the past
year worked very hard and done such a wonderful task, so it is with
great pleasure that she will now have Roy with whom to share this
role.
Don’t forget on April 7th at 7.00 pm in the Gulworthy Parish Hall we
have a fantastic fashion show being put on by Beau fashions based at
Yelverton. We still have a number of tickets left, so do hurry and
obtain them. Look for the large advert for all the details. Thank you to
those who’ve volunteered to be models. Looking forward to seeing
you, at what purposes to be a very enjoyable evening. Judith Blowey
and Viv Hutchison had a wonderful opportunity to visit the Holy Land,
so we are all looking forward to their presentation, the date and time
of which still has to be arranged so watch this space.
Wishing everyone a very Happy Easter.
Hilary Marks

Tavy Community Camp 2017
Do you like camping? Being outdoors? Socialising? Spending time with families
and friends? Do you enjoy community fun? Meeting new people? Stress free
time with your children? We would love for you to join us. We are currently
organising Tavy Community Camp 2017 at Blackpool Sands, Dartmouth,
from Saturday 19 August to Friday 25 August.
The aim of this camp is to bring the community together and to spend time
with friends, family and to meet new people. This camp is for ‘ANYONE and
EVERYONE’ no matter what age you are; if you wish to visit for the day or
stay for the full week, whether you have a faith or not, you are all extremely
welcome. What we would like to see is people coming together, enjoying
good times, having fun and creating life time memories ~ especially for our
children. There will be an opportunity during the week for faith based
activities, which you are free to join in or not. Nothing is compulsory, this is
a holiday after all!
The cost of the camp will be - £107 per 18+ years, £60 per 11-17 years old,
£40 per 2-10 years old and under 2’s are free ~ this includes camping and all
meals. 20% off for Early Birds until 31st May 2017.
Please contact Ali Mansfield on 01822 613651 or alimansfield78@gmail.com
or Sally Pancheri at sally@sallysholidaycottages.co.uk .
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PROFESSIONAL
TREE CARE
BY

Award Winning
Evening Valuations & Viewings
No Restrictive Contracts
Local, National & London
Advertising
Accompanied Viewings
A

Paul Greenhill
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)
Okehampton
01837 54080

Tavistock
01822 617243

Mobile: 07971 195549
Tel: 01822 616792

millertc.co.uk

Tuell Farm
Beautiful Stone
Holiday Cottages

THE LAWNS

Nestled in the Tamar Valley
Available for short term lets
10 minutes from Tavistock

Residential Care Home for
those with learning
disabilities.

52 Plymouth Road
Tavistock, PL19 8BU.

We are pleased
to sponsor
St Eustachius’ Church

01822 870207
cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk
www.tuellfarm.co.uk
Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off

TAVISTOCK 610233
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GENERAL
BOOK SHOP &
MUSIC SELLER
A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE
& THE MUSIC
IN WHICH TO BROWSE.
ROOM
GROUND AND FIRST
FLOOR: BOOKS,
WE HAVE A
AUDIOBOOKS,
COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF TITLES,
AND CARDS.
TOGETHER WITH A
SECOND FLOOR:
FIRST RATE ORDER
CDs AND DVDs.

Offering a complete design and
fitting service. Visit us in our
showroom and together we can
create your Unique Kitchen!

SERVICE.

ONE OF
’S
TOP 50 BRITISH
BOOK SHOPS

UNIT 8, PLYMOUTH ROAD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
TAVISTOCK
PL19 9QN
TEL: 01822 611278

3 MARKET STREET,
TAVISTOCK

TEL 01822 617244

kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
www.uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com

FORD STREET & MAYNARD ALMSHOUSE CHARITY
Ford Street & Maynard Almshouse Charity provides residential accommodation for local
people. We have 12 flats in Ford Street, Tavistock, providing convenient and
comfortable accommodation primarily, although not exclusively, for older people. Each
flat contains a bedroom, living room, separate kitchen and bathroom. There is also a
delightful, communal walled garden at the back of the properties. The earliest of the
buildings (Ford Street) dates back to 1762, whilst the newest (Hope Cottage) was
opened in August 1996.
Ford Street and Maynard is a registered charity (no 202643) which is also registered with
the Homes & Communities Agency. The charity is governed by a board of voluntary local
Trustees with the day to day administration delegated to the Clerk. Under the terms of
the Charity’s Trust Deed, applications are invited from people who are, or have been,
inhabitants of Tavistock or Gulworthy who would benefit from the provision of this
accommodation. Applicants are require to be in a satisfactory state of health at the time
of application and able to care for themselves.
Vacancies crop up periodically, so if you would like some more details or to add a name
to our waiting list, please contact: Karen Woodward on 01822 860425 or by email at
fordstreetmaynard@gmail.com
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Brentor News . . .
Brentor PCC
supporting a new
charity in Brentor.
This is a small charitable
organisation, run entirely by
volunteers, and its work
radiates out from the small
village of Brentor, on the
fringes of Dartmoor in West
Devon. It has been set up
specifically to support
individuals who may be suffering
from a long term condition, living with a life-limiting illness, and/or
approaching the end of life. It works closely with the local primary care
teams, as well as other voluntary and statutory agencies, with the aim
of contributing to the integrated care of this vulnerable group of
people, so that they may continue to be cared for in the place of their
choosing- usually their own home.
Brentor & Moor Compassionate Neighbours has been
established as an autonomous subcommittee of Brentor PCC, and is
run by a small group of dedicated volunteers. We are currently
involved in training and preparing our volunteers, and intend to begin
operations later this spring.
As Geoffrey Chaucer said a few years back: “as an ook cometh of a
litel spyr...” (Troilus and Criseyde, 1374).
If you want to know more, or make a donation to support our work,
please visit www.bmcneighbours.org

Brentor Easter Services
Sunday 9th April - Palm Sunday Prayer & Praise, 9:45am at Christ
Church. Join the jubilant celebration as we remember the triumphal
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entry of the King of Kings into Jerusalem! Contemporary worship with
a traditional twist.
Good Friday - One Friday Easter Ascent, meet in the Brent Tor car
park (below St Michael's) to begin at 2:00pm. This is a dramatised
reading, following the events of Holy Week in keeping with the
Stations of the Cross. Follow us as we climb the Tor, and raise the
Easter Cross on the summit. The Ascent is immediately followed (at
about 3:00pm) with a quiet service of contemplation in St Michael de
Rupe.

Easter Eve Saturday - Easter Egg Hunt and Pond Dipping at Christ
Church, 2:30pm start. To be followed by afternoon tea - perfect for
families!
Easter Day - Communion at Christ Church at 9:45am; and we start
our services at St Michael's with Holy Communion at 6:00pm.
From Easter Sunday to Michaelmas (end of September) we have a sung
Evensong, using the traditional Book of Common Prayer, in St
Michael's at 6:00pm every Sunday. All are very welcome!
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BRENTOR COMMONS
What a surprise. As we were driving across the common we saw a white
rabbit with black markings looking very much like an “Old English”
breed. It was there a few days later, taking cover in the bramble patch
as we approached it. How long it will last against the buzzards and foxes
will be interesting to see. Here’s hoping it will become an established
feature for a while. When we first moved here we often saw jet black
wild rabbits, but not in recent years.
When walking along the back path, I looked up to see a blackbird on the
very top of the ash tree. It was extremely handsome with its glossy black
feathers and bright yellow bill. It was still there when I finished my circuit
twenty minutes later. As I watched it a great spotted woodpecker
perched almost next to it. It was a contrast to see the woodpecker
clinging to a vertical branch and the blackbird proudly perched as lord
of all it surveyed.
The honeysuckle is in full leaf well ahead of other trees and shrubs with
just the bramble leaves also starting to appear. Next month should
produce foliage of many more varieties.
I looked for the frogspawn in Liddaton pond and was initially
disappointed that it all seemed to have disappeared. On closer
inspection I saw the surface of the water where it had been was a
seething mass of tiny tadpoles crammed together in the same space that
the frogspawn had been. As the month progresses they will spread over
a much larger area.
The moles are starting to be active and their molehills are springing up
in various places. Other mammals seen included a herd of at least ten
deer, the most I have seen, moving away from the common over
Bawcombe farm fields. I was able to watch them for at least ten minutes.
Barry Albrighton
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Cross House Inn
& Restaurant
Open from
12.00 noon
Food served
From 12pm – 2 pm and 6pm - 8pm
(9pm if pre-booked) Breakfast served
Saturdays from 11am-4pm. Check
website for up to date food times
 Roasts available all day Sunday
 Disabled access
 Baby Changing Facilities
 Smoking Shelter
 Large Garden with Children's
Play area
Cross House Inn & Restaurant,
School Road, Metherell, Nr Callington,
Cornwall, PL17 8BQ

01579 350482

MEMORIALS AND RENOVATIONS
OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS

- Estimates Given -

E Pascoe & Son
(Incorporating Rogers & Son)

MONUMENTAL MASONS
Works
Five Acres, Gulworthy
Tavistock, Devon
Tel: 01822 832320
Fax: 01822 835928
C. Johns
41 Westmoor Park
Tavistock, Devon
Tel: 01822 613749
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Introduction to the book of Revelation
Some 10 years ago, on a holiday in the Aegean Greek Island of Samos,
Mary and I made a day trip by ferry to the island of Patmos to which
John, considered to be the author of the book of Revelation, was exiled
(1v.9). Although a low lying, barren and rather treeless island we found
it a spiritual place, especially the cave where traditionally it is accepted
that John received his vision of Christ and an angel and the nearby
Christian Orthodox church.
During Roman times the island was a penal colony with the prisoners
working in the extensive quarries. In the prologue to the book the
writer names himself as John, thought to be John the apostle brother of
James and son of Zebedee, to whom a vision of one like a Son of man 1
v.13 instructing him to write on a scroll what you see …..1 v. 11 was given,
so hence the book of Revelation, the final book of the bible.
It is a difficult book to understand and comment on so I have relied
initially on introductions in 3 bibles viz. the Jerusalem Bible, the New
International version and the Good News Bible and have also consulted
the Lion Encyclopaedia of the Bible.
The Jerusalem bible basically describes Revelation as a distinct
apocalyptic literary form very popular in some Jewish circles at the
beginning of the Christian era – apocalyptic from the Greek meaning
uncovering. The framework of a vision of hidden supernatural events in
a language in which the vision is richly symbolic and rather allusive, giving
rise to different interpretations.
The N.I.V. introduces the book as messages to the seven churches in
Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey) in chapters 2 and 3 followed by visions
of the end of history and the final judgement.
The Good News bible states the writer’s main concern, to give readers
hope and encouragement, urging them to remain faithful during times of
suffering and persecution -particularly at the then time of increasing
Roman official hostility - with a central theme that through Christ God
will finally and totally defeat all his enemies including Satan, rewarding
his faithful people with the blessing of a new heaven and a new earth
when this victory is complete - see the final chapters 21 and 22.
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The Lion Encyclopaedia states that the book of Revelation is unique in
the New Testament with its message of the final victory of Jesus over
all the forces that oppose God, conveyed in a series of 7 groups of
visions.
In the next magazine I will attempt to comment selectively on the actual
text of Revelation.
Ian Silcox, Reader

****************************************************

Who’d have thought?
‘To see a world in a grain of sand,
And a heaven in a wild flower,
Hold infinity in the palm of your hand
And eternity in an hour.’

The daffodil despite all woes
gropes its way through rain sodden soil
to display a sunshine that glows
and a promise to be loyal.

These words we owe to William Blake,
So, where does one begin?

Who would deny its presence?

I look at the tree with the frozen face
and see infinity planted there’
rings of life curl their yearly race’
twisting, twirling circles through
refreshing air.

The sand in the timer evenly sifts
grain by grain, with differing colour,
each grain subtle and alive lifts
the flow in its pattern of power.
Who would defy its force?

Beverley Beck

Who would doubt its majesty?
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Mission Community Events for April 2017
Every Thursday during April at 2:00 p.m. - St. Andrew's Art
Group at Whitchurch - open to all.
Saturday 1 April: 10am ~ 12 noon Longridge, Lydford. Coffee
morning in aid of Lydford church funds: garden visit if weather permits.
Saturday 1 April: 10:30 am ~ 12 noon. Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. All
welcome to our Spring “All Fools Day” coffee morning.
Tuesday 4 April: 11am ~ 1pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short
Mat Bowls.
Wednesday 5 April and Wednesday 12 April: 11am. Mary Tavy
Lenten Course, by kind invitation of Nick and Hazel Butland at Wheal
Friendship, Bal Lane, Mary Tavy.
Wednesday 5 April: 2pm Moorland Outreach: Mary Tavy Methodist
Chapel. Speaker: Mr. Peter Tinson (Peter Tavy) All welcome.
Wednesday 5 April: 7 pm ~ 9pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short
Mat Bowls.
Thursday 6 April: 9:45am Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Pilates with
Sally Cinnamond, £5 per session.
Thursday 13 April: 12 noon ~ 1:30pm Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel:
Soup and dessert lunches. All welcome.
Monday 17 April – Saturday 6 May: St Eustachius’ Church
Tavistock Festival. Please see the Festival Programme for a
comprehensive list of events or visit www.tavistockmusic.co.uk
Tuesday 18 April: 7pm ~ 9pm: Annual Parish Meeting in the
Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy.
Thursday 20 April: 7:30pm Brentor Village Hall. Brentor Garden
Club talk by Rupert Baker entitled “Behind the Scenes at Chelsea”.
Visitors welcome at £2 on the door.
Saturday 22 April: 7:30pm Bingo Evening, Peter Tavy Village Hall.
Monday 24 April: 10:30 ~ 11:30am Mary Tavy Chapel Hall ~ our
“Jigsaw Swap” with refreshments and a chat: all are welcome.
Tuesday 25 April: 10am ~ 12 noon. Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. Monthly
visit of the Devon Sensory Team.
Wednesday 26 April: 7pm Devonian Geology Talk, Peter Tavy
Village Hall.
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Martha’s
Page
Hello everyone,
By the time you read this page, the clocks will have changed
and the days will be getting longer. April is a month when
everything comes to life and this brings great joy.
On Saturday 25th March members of the Vestry Group, with
their Dads, made posies to be distributed among the
congregation on Mothering Sunday. This brings happiness to
all the ladies in the Church. On Mothering Sunday the Messy
Church team gave a presentation to the congregation on the
wonderful work they do!
A lot of significant events are celebrated this month which
all lead up to Easter. Maundy Thursday is an important day
for remembering the last supper. It is a time to reflect on
how Jesus would have felt, knowing he was going to die. Good
Friday is a morbid day when we remember Jesus dying on the
cross and God sacrificing his only son for us. This year we will
have the opportunity to watch the Tavistock Passion which
will remind us of the events that happened. Easter Sunday is
many Christian’s favourite time of the year because it a
celebration of when Jesus rose from the dead. What is your
favourite part of Easter?
I thought it would be a lovely idea to include a Easter word
search for you all to complete during the Easter period.
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Key Dates:
Wednesday 1 March and Saturday 1 April (Drop
in from 3:30pm to 5:30pm) – Messy Church.
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I would like to wish everyone a Happy Easter full of joy and
maybe even some chocolate!
With love, Martha x

Vestry Group Birthdays in April:
Erin. P – 15 years old
Abbigail – 7 years old
Happy Birthday!

TAVISTOCK CHURCH SCHOOLS FEDERATION
St Peter’s Junior School
St Rumon’s Infant School

614640
612085

New entrants are always welcome at both schools
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