From Hazel Butland (Licensed Reader)
Wheal Friendship, Mary Tavy
Dear Friends,
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble;
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
I am writing this on Easter Monday, but I will never forget the
Tavistock Passion Play on Good Friday. It was an enormous privilege
to be involved with the production. I found the crucifixion extremely
moving. It was wonderful to be able to sing along with the choir and
reflect on the words of the old American Folk hymn: Were you there?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? Yes, I was there
in my imagination, the re-enactment was so powerful. The music and
acting were great and the attention to detail paid off. It was so
convincing - the crosses; the Roman soldiers; the costumes and the
make-up, including the very realistic bruises on Jesus’s arms and leg, all
enhanced the performance.
Were you there when the sun refused to shine? Was I the only one
who looked up at the sky as the choir began to sing this verse, half
expecting the Lord to make the scene even more dramatic? We had
prayed that it would not rain and the Lord answered our prayers
despite the forecast the day before for light rain for most of Friday
morning. Delightfully it also remained fine for another smaller, but no
less significant, Passion Play that took place on Good Friday afternoon
- the Easter Ascent of Brentor to St Michael’s. It was a great start to
the season of services at the top of Brentor.
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? This was a
powerful reminder that Jesus, the truly righteous man, really did suffer
appallingly and died for our sins. As St Paul wrote in his letter to the
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Romans: But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners
Christ died for us. (Chapter 5:8 NRSV)
But, of course that is not the end of the story.
Were you there when God raised him from the tomb?
Yes! Jesus is alive today!
We have now travelled through Lent and are celebrating the season of
Easter with Ascension Day at the end of May. For many of us,
particularly in Mary and Peter Tavy, our Lenten journey has been
particularly poignant this year following the death of our beloved
Rector, Rev. John Higman at Candlemas. It would have been even
harder to bear without the knowledge that Jesus overcame death and
is alive and reigns forever, promising the gift of eternal life to all who
believe in him.
Here in Mary Tavy the swallows have arrived and there are bluebells
everywhere. Spring is established and summer on its way. The words
of the old hymn, by JMC Crum, focusing on life through death, sung to
the Old French Melody, come to mind:
Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been;
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
The beginning of the second verse makes it clear Love refers to our
Lord Jesus Christ:
In the grave they laid him, Love whom men had slain
But it is the last verse that breaths life and hope into our situation and
informs my prayer for the parishes of Mary Tavy and Peter Tavy:
When our hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain,
Thy touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:
Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
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Prayer of the month
Verses from Psalm 121
I will lift up mine eyes to the hills:
From whence cometh my help?
My help cometh from the Lord:
Who hath made heaven and earth.
The Lord himself is thy keeper:
The Lord upon thy right hand shall give thee shade.
The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in:
From this time forth for evermore.
Chosen by Sean Sweeney

Tavistock Festival 2017
Concerts at St Eustachius’ Parish Church
Monday 1st May
10.00am Choral Workshop -The anthems of John Rutter
Tuesday 2nd May
1:00pm Organ Recital by Dr Sean Sweeney
Wednesday 3rd May
7.00pm Tavistock Sings! A showcase of local school choirs
Friday 5th May
1.00pm Piano Recital by Brian Chapple
7.30pm Canticorum and Tavistock Tapestry Choir in Concert
Saturday 6th May
7:30pm North Devon Sinfonia
including Holst’s The Planets and Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue
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May 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Mon 1

9.30 am
6 pm

Tavistock Festival – Choral Workshop
Tavistock Festival – ‘Tavistock Sings!’
‘Anthems of John Rutter’

Tue 2

1 pm
7.30 pm

Tavistock Festival – Organ recital by Dr Sean Sweeney
Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road

Wed 3

10.30 am
3.30 pm
7 pm

Holy Communion
Messy Church
Tavistock Festival – ‘Tavistock Sings!’
A showcase of local school choirs

Thurs 4

7.30 pm
7.30 pm

Archdeacon’s Visitation
Tavi Praise – Bere Alston United Church

Fri 5

8.30 am
10 am
10 am
1 pm
7.30 pm

Holy Communion
Holy Dusters
Coffee Morning in church
Tavistock Festival – Piano recital by Brian Chapple
Tavistock Festival – Canticorum and Tavistock Tapestry
Choirs in concert

Sat 6

7.30 pm

Tavistock Festival – award winning North Devon Sinfonia

Sun 7

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6 pm
Evensong
6 pm
Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor

Tue 9

7.30 pm

Gulworthy PCC

Wed 10

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 12

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Sat 13

10 am
7.30 pm

Intercessors’ Prayer Group
Vocal Harem concert
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May 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Sun 14

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am
Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6 pm
Evensong
6 pm
Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor

Tue 16

7.30 pm

Brentor PCC

Wed 17

10.30 am
7.30 pm

Holy Communion
Tavistock PCC

Fri 19

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Sat 20

9 am –
9 pm

Tavistock Musical Theatre all day workshop
and concert

Sun 21

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
2 pm
Family Baptism
6 pm
Holy Communion for Healing and Wholeness
6 pm
Evensong – St Michael’s, Brentor

Wed 24

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Thurs 25 ASCENSION DAY
7.30 am
Ascension Day Service – St Eustachius tower
8 am
Morning Prayer
12 pm
Holy Communion – St Michael’s, Brent Tor
7.30 pm
Holy Communion
Fri 26

8.30 am

Holy Communion
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May 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Sat 27

1 pm

Marriage of Rebecca Islip and Colin Palmer – St Michael’s,

Sun 28

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am
Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am All-Comers’ Family Service – Gulworthy
6 pm
Evensong
6 pm
Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor

Wed 31

10.30 am

Holy Communion
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Pilgrim Course
Dear Friends,
Our Pilgrim course recommences on Monday 24th April when we will
be exploring The Commandments. We will explore in these studies
the ways in which Jesus interprets the various commandments and
expand on their meaning. We will also look at how they have a part
to play in our life today.
New members are welcome to join the pilgrimage.
The course is designed to help us unpack the Christian message and
teaching of the Christian faith; it is reflective and conversational.
We meet at Higher Woodley Farm from 7pm. If anyone requires
transport please contact me on 01822 832374.
God’s Blessings,
Judith

From the Vicarage

Tavistock Triangle Drop in Cancer Support Centre
VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED TO JOIN OUR TEAM
The Triangle Drop in Cancer Support Centre in Tavistock is now seeking
volunteers to join our dedicated team of nurses and therapists to work
on alternate Fridays at the centre between 08:45 and 15:30.
We are a small professional, friendly team who provide support &
information to help cancer patients and their families navigate through
their diagnosis, treatment and onward care.
Our volunteers support us by providing a warm and friendly welcome,
offering refreshments and a listening ear for everyone attending the
Triangle Centre.
You will find our team supportive and we will provide training to
enable you to work in this rewarding and challenging area.
If you are interested in finding out more about this role please
contact The Triangle Centre on a Friday –tel. 01822 615935 and ask to
speak to one of the Triangle team, or pop in for an informal chat.

7

From the Vicarage …
Risen, Ascended, and Glorified
The commissioning and sending out of the apostles, and the promise to
them of the gift of the Holy Spirit, are Jesus’s words to those who follow
him: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judaea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Then, St Luke describes Jesus’s
Ascension as a physical event. It is comparable to the Ascension of Elijah
(2 Kings 2:9). Elisha witnesses the Ascension of his master, Elijah, having
been promised a double share of his master’s spirit. Similarly, the
disciples look on as Jesus is taken and they receive the Holy Spirit from
him at Pentecost.
The Book of Acts forms a kind of bridge between the Gospels and
Epistles. It describes the way in which the Christian message spreads
from the rural Palestinian world of Jesus to the largely urban world of
Paul later in epistles, and then throughout the Roman Empire. Whereas
the Gospels focus on Jesus, the Book of Acts may be said to focus on
people talking about Jesus.
This spreading of the Good News about Jesus is possible because of the
Ascension of Jesus and the subsequent gift of the Holy Spirit to his
followers. His followers are inspired by the Spirit of God to spread
Good News about the Son of God: “And you will be my witnesses”.
And they were amazing witnesses, witnessing “to the ends of the earth”
and passing the task and privilege of sharing the faith on to those who
came after them.
We, in our term, are all called to be witnesses. Let us recall the words
of the Service of Confirmation: “Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them”
and: “Let their delight be in the fear of the Lord” … “God has called
you by name and made you his own”. As the first disciples were called
and then sent out, so are we. Called by name, and called for a purpose.
Called not only to be people who talk about Jesus, but also called to be
people who live lives that point to Jesus.
With my love and prayers this Ascensiontide,
Chris Hardwick
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Tel: 01822 616747
Collacombe Down, Lamerton, Tavistock Devon PL19 8SD
MOT TESTING STATION SERVICING AND REPAIRS
GENERAL SHOP ~ ACCESSORIES
SELF SERVICE & ATTENDED PETROL & DIESEL
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Having Trouble
Reaching Your Feet?

Morris Bros

Try the
Toe Nail Cutting Service
By qualified technician £10

Funeral
Directors

Note this service is not suitable for everyone

Established in 1870
Your local independent Funeral Director
is owned & run by the fifth generation of
the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.
We provide a qualified, professional &
sensitive service to the people of
Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon &
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford
Foundry providing you with a very
personal service regardless of the time of
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service
on

Also offering full
Reflexology £25
per hour
Available at TASS Anchorage
Centre on Wednesday and Bere
Ferrers Church Hall on Friday.

01822 612023

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

For an appointment
call Pat on 07845 932597
or 01822 610262

www.morrisbros.co.uk

www.patwarne.com

The Old Bedford Foundry
Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ

The Bedford Hotel
The Bedford — Tavistock’s
favourite retreat
A warm welcome awaits.
Join us for:
Morning Coffee
Bar Lunch
Sunday Lunch
Dinner
Tel 01822 613221
www.bedford-hotel.co.uk
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From the foot of the Cross
A reflection by Revd. Mike Loader, Assistant Priest.
Come with me into the imagination of John, that beloved disciple, as
he stands at the foot of the cross looking upon his crucified friend and
master, at the place called the skull, on that darkening Passover morn.
Jesus, my friend, my master, my Lord, has it really come to this?
Did you have to suffer in this way; surely you could have found
another way? Yet three times you told us it was necessary for you
to die, but some of those many things you said to us, we never
really did understand. How could you have known that they
would reject you like this after that acclamation when you rode
into the city at the start of this week?
Peter, James and I were with you on that mountain with Moses
and Elijah. You were shrouded in the cloud of the glory of God;
you were so radiant; and now look at you, covered in blood and
sweat, and all this crowd making fun of you.
It’s getting so dark and so cold.
Why, Jesus my friend, why did you choose that traitor Judas to be
one of us, why? And now, what lies ahead after all this? How can
anything good come from such a sacrifice?
Are you really the son of God, the word that we thought had
become flesh? We really had started to believe that you had come
from the very presence of God, to be His deliverance for us all; so
how could you let them treat you like this? Could you not call
down a legion of angels, or fire from heaven, as James and I
wanted to do on that unbelieving town, and just consume them?
I really can’t take it, but I must stay, for all the others have run
away and forsaken you. No, not quite; there are still the women
here, ever faithful and ever present, and sensitive to your every
need. They have provided so much for you over these past couple
of years.
And there’s Mary, your mother. Oh Jesus, how her heart must be
so broken to see you come to this end. I wonder what will happen
to her now that you’re gone.
What’s that? Are you calling, Lord? You’re looking at Mary.
“Woman, behold, your son!”
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Why, Lord, would you want Mary to see you like this? But wait,
now you’re looking at me.
“Behold, your mother!”
What Lord, you want me to take care of Mary? Of course I will.
Let me put my arm around her. She looks so pale, as if she could
faint at any moment.
Come, Mary, let’s stay with him till the end comes.
So, my brothers and sisters, what do we know about this John, the
apostle, the evangelist, that beloved disciple - the disciple whom Jesus
loved as he sometimes described himself? Or Saint John the divine, or
‘the theologian’ as he has also come to be known in Christian
tradition.
John was the son of Zebedee, the Galilean fisherman, and Salome, one
of those women who ministered to Jesus. He was the brother of James
the Greater, and as John’s name is always recorded after that of James
in any list of the disciples, we conclude that John was the younger of
these two brothers. Jesus called them ‘Boanerges’ or ‘sons of thunder’,
perhaps because of some trait in their character; after all they had
wanted to call fire down upon the Samaritan town that had rejected
Jesus.
The Gospels imply that John was originally in the company of John the
Baptist, but he followed the call of Jesus, together with Andrew, Peter,
Philip and Nathanael, to become one of that first small group of five
disciples who went with Jesus on the first Passover visit to Jerusalem in
the April of AD 28.
John, together with Peter and James, formed that inner group of three
disciples whom Jesus took with him to the raising of Jairus’s daughter
(Mk5v37), the transfiguration (Mtt17v1), and the agony in the garden
of Gethsemane (Mtt26v37). This gave him a unique position to witness
as to who Jesus really was in the gospel that carries his name, in his
three letters to the churches, and in the book of Revelation, written in
his old age from the island of Patmos, and the only book in the bible
promising a blessing to all those who read it.
It was he and Peter who were sent into the city to prepare for the last
supper, the probable site of which is still preserved to this day within
the Syrian orthodox church of St Mark in the Old City of Jerusalem.
As Jesus and the disciples reclined in order to share that Passover
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meal together, it was John who leaned against Jesus’s breast, a sign of
deep friendship (Jn13v23). It was John who, being so close to the Lord,
was prompted by Peter to ask Jesus who the betrayer was. No
wonder in his subsequent writings John shows a deep dislike for Judas;
how could Judas have done such a thing after all that they had been
through together.
It is the general interpretation that John was also ‘that other disciple’
who, with Peter, followed Jesus after his arrest to the High Priest’s
palace (Jn18v15).
After the triumph of the resurrection on that first Easter morn, John
and Peter were the first disciples to hasten to the tomb, and, after
Mary, John was the first to believe that Jesus had truly risen from the
dead. (Jn20v2f)
Then during those special forty days before the ascension, it was John
who was the first among the seven disciples to recognise that it was
Jesus who was standing on the shore of the Lake (Jn21v7).
After the ascension and the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, it
was John and Peter who initially took the major role in the guidance of
the fledgling church.
John is then with Peter at the healing of the lame man in the Temple
(Acts3v1f), they are both thrown into prison together (Acts4v3), and
they later visit the new converts in Samaria (Acts8v14).
We presume that John and the other apostles remained for about
twelve years around Jerusalem until the persecution from Herod
Agrippa scattered them to various Roman provinces (Acts12v1-12).
Some believe that John may have been the founding influence of the
Christian community at Ephesus before St Paul’s work there.
John returned to Jerusalem for the Apostolic council around AD51
and probably left again a little after.
Most Christian writers during the second and third centuries
recognised that John lived in Asia Minor for the last decades of the
first century. St Justin Martyr said he lived ‘with us’ at Ephesus, and St
Irenaeus that he wrote his gospel from there.
Tertullian, a second century North African theologian, reports that
John was plunged into boiling oil before the Porta Latina in Rome
without suffering injury, and this is still commemorated on May 6th.
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Otherwise St John’s feast day is celebrated on December 27th. His
symbol as an evangelist is an eagle.
Eusebius says that John was banished to Patmos during the reign of the
emperor Domitian from where John himself says he received the
revelation directly from Jesus. After Domitian’s death John is said to
have returned to Ephesus during the reign of Trajan, and died there
about AD 100 at a great age, or to use those wonderful Old
Testament words ‘full of days.’
And so as we remember St John and his testimony to our Crucified
Lord, let us pray the collect for John’s feast day in the words of the
Book of Common Prayer.
Merciful Lord, we beseech thee to cast thy bright beams of light upon thy
church, that it being enlightened by the doctrine of thy blessed apostle and
evangelist Saint John may so walk in the light of thy truth, that it may at
length attain to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Do you shop online?

Register with “easyfundraising”. Nominate St Eustachius, Tavistock, as
your chosen charity. Proceed to the Suppliers, make your purchase and
a donation will be made to the church, by the supplier, without
involving you in any further expense.
The Church is very grateful for your donation made by this method.
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Tidings from Tavistock …
Not Just for Sunday?
(something which came up during the Lent course)
Every time we attend a service a small folded piece of paper is given to
us with the service booklet and, as a sideman, I am surprised at the
number of these which are handed back afterwards.
The ‘pew sheet’, as it is called, is a leaflet given out for use not only
during the current service but throughout the coming week. Let’s take
a closer look at it.
On the front we are given the times of the services for the current
Sunday, together with a welcome to visitors and newcomers as well as
information for those attending with children, any who have sight or
hearing problems, and those who wish to donate via Gift Aid.
Inside the leaflet are listed the music to be used, those leading the
services, the readers, preacher, intercessor and those taking up the
offertory, all of whom need our prayers before the service starts. The
collect, readings and psalm follow, which we can look at before the
service and afterwards for reflection. The references for the readings
for the following Sunday are then listed, followed by suggestions for
daily prayers throughout the coming week, carefully chosen to observe
happenings in our church, town, country and in the world. Names of
the sick and infirm who have requested our prayers follow, then those
of the recently departed and any who are to be married or baptised
during the week.
The next section gives full details of the Sunday services within our
benefice of Tavistock, Gulworthy and Brentor, including a list of events
and services taking place during the week and any saints’ days and
anniversaries of significant occasions. The final page lists notices of
forthcoming events and practical information for reference.
So this little piece of paper is a mine of information which I personally
use daily and feel lost without. To misquote a well-known saying, ‘The
pew sheet is for all the week and beyond, not just for Sunday’.
Elizabeth Watkins
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COFFEE MORNINGS
On the first Friday of each month the Craft Group holds a coffee
morning in the Parish Church. This has become a very social part of
the church, and many people visit regularly to join us for coffee, and
of course a chat. We would welcome anyone to come along and,
either help, or to just enjoy the companionship during the morning.
We always have a stall selling gifts and our very popular greetings
cards.
Don’t miss this dramatic retelling of the Easter story on the streets of
Tavistock, produced by Steven Martin of St Eustachius’ Parish Church.

During July, August and September we have weekly coffee mornings
on a Friday; on some Fridays we follow with cream teas.
Each Friday throughout the summer there will be a different stall or
exhibition.

An array of cakes was
served at the Vicarage ’no
reason’ coffee morning
held on Saturday 22 April
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Mission of the Month
Christian Aid is an
agency of the
churches in Britain
and Ireland with
Archbishop Rowan
Williams as chair of
the Board of
Trustees.
It works globally for profound change so that everyone can live a full
life free from poverty. For the year 2014/15 its total income was
£99.9million and expenditure £94.3 million of which 15% was spent on
fund raising and publicity and only 1% was spent on governance. Its
main source of income, other than from institutional bodies, is fund
raising during Christian Aid week which realised £12.6 million last
year. This year Christian Aid week is from 14 – 20 May and coffee will
be served after the 10.30 am Holy Communion Service on Wednesday
18th until 4pm.
Last year the total received in Tavistock was £2717.43 plus £202.75 in
gift aid; hopefully we can exceed this this year.
Envelopes for donations will be at the back of church; please use them
for your contribution, signing the gift aid declaration if you are a
taxpayer, and either pass to me or to the office at the Parish Centre
or direct to Christian Aid Freepost PO box 100 London SE1 7RT.
As in previous years there will be a Christian Aid TACT united service
about which details will be published in the pew sheet.
Ian Silcox
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Gulworthy Notes …
Although this is the beginning of a new
month I can’t start without saying what
lovely weather we had during April,
encouraging people to be out and about.
This was very evident on Good Friday with all the visitors who came to
witness the story telling in Tavistock and Brent Tor. Congratulations to
all those who were involved in the Passion Plays; it was lovely to see
the whole community coming together and being reminded about the
true meaning of Easter. A new event for Tavistock which I’m sure will
be one that will be repeated.
When attending church you may notice the special candle, a paschal
candle, which is a representation of the Easter story. The candle is lit to
represent the rising of Jesus, the light of the world. You may notice the
symbols on the candle. The cross symbolises the crucifixion. The five
pieces of brass symbolise the wounds on Jesus’s body – the crown of
thorns, the nails in the hands and feet and the spear in his side. The
Greek Alpha (A) and the Omega (Ώ) represent Jesus, the beginning and
end of all things. The numbers are those of the year. It is lit until
Ascension. All this, on a simple candle!
Three of our congregation, Harriet Whitworth and Bridie and Hannah
Sears are now just starting a new beginning and attending confirmation
classes with Sally Pancheri. We wish them all the best on their new
journey.
When discussing last month I can’t leave out the success of the fashion
show which approximately 90 people attended. Well done to the
models, what an achievement, as was the whole event raising a fantastic
amount, approximately £1, 500, a great sum to divide between St Paul’s
and the Parish Hall. Thanks to Rosie Steer and Lowenna Edwards for
their great organisation of the event and all those who supported Beau
fashions of Yelverton.
Just as the image above shows gardens are beginning to burst into
colour, this is the time when we begin to think of the hopefully warm
summer months ahead. I’m sure many of you think this is the time to
get out into the garden so remember Norma Robinson’s open garden in
aid of St Luke’s’ on 10th June 10.30 am – 4 pm at 2 Ling Grove,
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Tavistock. Not only an interesting garden to admire, but also a
wonderful lunch can be purchased.
Don’t forget that Judith Blowey has recommenced The Pilgrim Course
on Monday evenings, 7 pm at Higher Woodley Farm. It will be an
exploration of the Commandments. Everyone is always warmly
welcome.
Enjoy the rest of this Easter; all at Gulworthy wish you all the best.
Hilary Marks

Gulworthy WI
The April meeting was very full and busy as we held
our Annual Meeting when we choose our new
President and committee. We also decided which
resolutions we want to support at the National
Council Meeting in June. Irene welcomed 26
members, Heather Harvey, our WI advisor, and one guest; sadly a few
were unable to attend due to health reasons. We had a brief meeting
about every day matters, then Irene was presented with a garden
planter in recognition and thanks for her 5 years as President.
We then went on to discuss the two resolutions, the first about
“alleviating loneliness” and the many forms this can take. The second
resolution was how to deal with the problem of micro plastic beads
and their damaging effect on the environment and especially marine
life. Both resolutions were well supported.
Our officers gave their annual reports; it was good to recall some of
the things that have happened over the past year: 12 members had
been to the pantomime in Plymouth, the catering group had cooked
and served 3 meals to different groups and members had attended
both the Devon Federation Autumn & Spring Council meetings; in fact
5 had only just got back from Torquay in time for our meeting!
After the reports, it was time to elect the new committee, and from
these members, two were willing to stand for President, and Alison
Yeo was elected President for the coming year. We feel sure that the
coming year will be as busy as in previous years, with our monthly
lunch group, a regular walking group and many other activities. If you
are interested in joining us, please contact Rose-Marie Bonnevier on
01822 610566.
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PROFESSIONAL
TREE CARE
BY

Award Winning
Evening Valuations & Viewings
No Restrictive Contracts
Local, National & London
Advertising
Accompanied Viewings
A

Paul Greenhill
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)
Okehampton
01837 54080

Tavistock
01822 617243

Mobile: 07971 195549
Tel: 01822 616792

millertc.co.uk

Tuell Farm
Beautiful Stone
Holiday Cottages

THE LAWNS

Nestled in the Tamar Valley
Available for short term lets
10 minutes from Tavistock

Residential Care Home for
those with learning
disabilities.
52 Plymouth Road
Tavistock, PL19 8BU.

We are pleased
to sponsor
St Eustachius’ Church

01822 870207
cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk
www.tuellfarm.co.uk
Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off

TAVISTOCK 610233
26

GENERAL
BOOK SHOP &
MUSIC SELLER
A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE
& THE MUSIC
IN WHICH TO BROWSE.
ROOM
GROUND AND FIRST
FLOOR: BOOKS,
WE HAVE A
AUDIOBOOKS,
COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF TITLES,
AND CARDS.
TOGETHER WITH A
SECOND FLOOR:
FIRST RATE ORDER
CDs AND DVDs.

Offering a complete design and
fitting service. Visit us in our
showroom and together we can
create your Unique Kitchen!

SERVICE.

ONE OF
’S
TOP 50 BRITISH
BOOK SHOPS

UNIT 8, PLYMOUTH ROAD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
TAVISTOCK
PL19 9QN
TEL: 01822 611278

3 MARKET STREET,
TAVISTOCK

TEL 01822 617244

kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
www.uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com

If it’s on, under or beside the desk,
we supply it, including the desk!

PCC
PCC Office Supplies Ltd
For all your Business and Domestic
requirements including:
Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS,
Office Machines, Cleaning &
Catering
We guarantee to beat the
competition and save you money
with our same day/next day service
Call 01822 810220
sales@pccofficesupplies.com
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Brentor News . . .
BRENTOR COMMONS
The good news is that the white and black
rabbit is still present after two months. The
possibility of a name has come up. Suggestions
have included Flopsy, Michael de Rupe and, of
course, Bunny Mc Bunface.
Perhaps a competition is in order!
I have so enjoyed writing these articles. When reading my daily
Guardian newspaper for the past thirty or more years, I have always
turned first to the country diary. I was so pleased to see that Brentor’s
own Charlie Elder is now a contributor to this much loved and
admired series.
As well as the rabbit, white seems to be a dominant colour this month.
Stitchwort is abundant along the paths, along with the blossom of the
blackthorn and the heads of cow parsley. More white was seen in the
shell of a pigeon’s egg lying beside the path. Clearly they have hatched
their squabs already.
This is the right time of year to attempt to learn the calls of a few bird
songs. As the foliage is still quite sparse it is easy to see some of the
more common songsters and also to hear their very distinctive songs.
These include the onomatopoeic repeated call of the chiff chaff and the
liquid descending cascade of the willow warbler.
It was good to see a stunning male stonechat close to the old ash tree.
The stonechat is so obliging as it almost always sits on top of a bush
(typically gorse) and is not particularly timid. Under the bush I saw a
wren scuttling around, it’s vibrant song belies its tiny size.
Barry Albrighton 01822 860445
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Tor and Tavy WI
We have had a busy time since October last year
and it is always good to look back on what we have
done and to see if we can improve our programme
for the coming year.
We have moved our meetings to Mary Tavy
Coronation Hall and still meet on the 4th Thursday of the month; it is
a larger venue and more central for our members and speakers to get
to.
Alison Gribble took us through Caribbean Cookery in October with
plenty of tasters when she had finished her demonstration. We were
shown dishes that were easy to cook but delicious to eat. She has
many more different types of cookery in her repertoire and we will
look forward to meeting her again.
Our secretary, Lucie Williamson, can turn her hand to any form of
craft and is always willing to try any new idea that she comes across.
For our November meeting we had a Christmas themed evening and
made snowmen decorations out of socks and odds and ends; they
were very cute and many of our members took them home for
children and grandchildren to decorate their homes for the festive
season. Thanks to Lucie and we await with baited breath her spring
craft evening!!!
The Bedford Hotel was the venue for our Christmas meal on 1st
December, the Tavistock Room was looking stunning with its
decorations and we had the most beautifully cooked meal in fantastic
surroundings. The service was very good and such a good time was
had by all. We were so pleased with the whole evening that we have
already booked for Christmas 2017!!!!
The festive season over, it was time for our annual quiz evening to
which we invited other local WI’s. We entertained about 50 people in
January and John and Trish, our quizmasters, kept us on our toes with
some very interesting and controversial questions. A visiting team
were the winners but it was a very close call and a fun end to the
evening. A delicious buffet was served half way through the evening
and there was so much food that “doggie bags” were handed out to
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people on their way home. This is an evening that we all enjoy and it
will certainly be happening again in 2018.
February was supposed to be a speaker evening but due to his prior
commitments we had our Easter Bonnet competition a month early.
Lucie once again took the evening and gave us all a “style” of bonnet
that looked more like a “kiss me quick hat”. However with all the
flowers and tissue paper and scissors that we had brought with us and
the materials that Lucie provided, buttons, felt, ribbons etc, etc the
competition was up and running. There were some wonderful
creations in all sorts of colours and designs, and we had a vote at the
end; the winner was Corrie Grice with her creation. Congratulations
to her and thanks to Lucie.
In March we were visited by Peter Brinsden, a very eminent
gynaecologist, who has spent over 30 years at the Bourne Hall IVF
clinic having worked with Patrick Steptoe and who was involved with
the Louise Brown “test tube baby” work over 40 years ago. He kept
us all captivated with his talk which touched on stem cell techniques,
surrogate mothers but also told us of the negative comments from
around the world and the ethical questions that it raised. It was the
most fascinating evening and prompted many questions after his talk
was over.
We have had visits to the Wharf to see a film, attended Gulworthy WI
Spring party, visited Plymouth Synagogue, which was one of the most
fascinating and interesting visits that we have been on. A walking
group has formed and we are being led by 2 of our members who
work for the Dartmoor National Park visitor centres. We are due to
go for a Sunday lunch at a restaurant in the Teign Valley and later in
the year we will be having a cream tea with Alpacas and their babies:
that should be fun!
Some future evenings include talks on the Magic Circle, Women’s
Health and Glass Blowing, and Short Mat Bowls.
If this has tempted any of you to join the WI please contact Judi on
614198, Lucie on 810840 or just turn up for a taster evening at which
you will be made most welcome.
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Cross House Inn
& Restaurant
Open from
12.00 noon
Food served
From 12pm – 2 pm and 6pm - 8pm
(9pm if pre-booked) Breakfast served
Saturdays from 11am-4pm. Check
website for up to date food times
 Roasts available all day Sunday
 Disabled access
 Baby Changing Facilities
 Smoking Shelter
 Large Garden with Children's
Play area
Cross House Inn & Restaurant,
School Road, Metherell, Nr Callington,
Cornwall, PL17 8BQ

01579 350482

E.PASCOE & SON
Monumental Masons
Five Acres
Gulworthy
Tavistock
PL19 8HZ
Email:
epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
Tel: 01822 832320
www.epascoeandson.com
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The Book of Revelation
As I said in my introduction in last month’s magazine, Revelation is a
challenging book to understand and different interpretations of it have,
and are, being made. However most scholars consider that it would
have been well understood by its first century readers. The main source
I have relied on is the People’s Bible Commentary - a Bible Reading
Fellowship publication based on the New Revised Standard Version
(NRSV) of the bible - and my own NIV study bible.
In Revelation numbers or a series of numbers are used, particularly the
number 7 - a number meaning completeness, the prime example being
God’s creation of the world in 6 days and followed by resting on the
seventh Genesis chs1-2 from which we get the 7 days of the week.
Revelation ch1 v 9-20 - we have greetings to the 7 churches in the
province of Asia (now modern day Turkey) directed to be given by
someone like the ’son of man’ standing by 7 lampstands, holding in his
hand 7 stars. These are to be given by angels of the churches - the major
role of an angel being that of a messenger as well as a guardian to the
respective churches. These churches are in different degrees of their
Christian development and adherence, which applies to and so are
instructive for churches/Christian communities today. In chapters 2 and
3 the churches are listed, namely Ephesus, Smyrna, Thyatira, Pergamum,
Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.
Ephesus was one of the major cities of the Roman province of Asia,
where Paul preached (Acts 19:23-41) The city was a prosperous port
and trading centre dominated by the great temple of Artemis, the Greek
god of nature. In the midst of such a city it would have been easy for the
Christian community to be led astray, but they had stood firm to their
faith. However they had become very zealous in their defence of right
doctrine, neglecting the virtues of love and tolerance and so becoming
judgemental of others. The message for us today as then is to hold fast
to the faith, but never losing adherence to the great commandment to
love.
Smyrna, a city famed for the grandeur of its buildings, was a centre for
the worship of the Roman Emperor and home to a large Jewish
community. In contrast the Christian community was poor and
persecuted yet their poverty was more than offset by their spiritual
wealth. The message applicable sadly for today’s persecuted Christians
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is, as to the Smyrnan believers, that the worst that can happen is not
death in this life, but the loss of eternal life.
Thyatira was politically the least important of the 7 cities yet it receives
the longest message. A message that compliments the church for their
increase in deeds, love, faith, service and perseverance 2: 19. Reference
is made to Jezebel, the pagan wife to Ahab, the legendary perverter of
the faith of Israel (see the second book of Kings) in relation to an alleged
prophetess of the same name and her teaching of sexual immorality and
eating of food sacrificed to idols, and that the church ceased to tolerate
her. It would be ideal if a community growing in love and service could
gain the respect of their non Christian neighbours but this, as we are
aware, in part of today’s world appears not to be so. However the
message from Christ in this letter is to “hold onto what you have until
I come” 2 : 26, a reference to the final coming of Christ detailed in the
final chapters of Revelation.
Pergamum as my Peoples’ commentary describes it was “the devil’s
capital” being the site of the great temple to the Greek god Zeus and a
centre of worship to Asklepios-the god of healing. In Paul’s 1st. letter to
the Corinthians 10:20 reference is made to abstaining from sacrifices
made by pagans and offered to demons; it was for this opposition that “
Antipas ,my faithful witness” was put to death. “ : 2: 13 The message here
as to the Pergamum Christians is to accept that the church faces
persecution; a factor to be identified and resisted.
Sardis had once been the capital of the King of Lydia, fabled for its
wealth, but now it was in decline and the church, although still in
existence, is dormant ‘but you are dead, wake up’ 3: 1-3. Revelation does
not tell us exactly what is happening with the church there, but it seems
to lack the Christian fervour and action it once had. So for us today the
message is having ‘faith without good works is dead ’ see James 4 : 20;
crucial in our church life and witness
To Philadelphia, as to the church in Smyrna, the message carries no
condemnation. It is a church that appears weak to others, but is a
Christian community faithful to Jesus despite the persecution of the local
Jewish community 3: 9. The message here is the promise that the Lord
will keep his followers firm and certain of their final reward through faith
and hope in the troubles that lie ahead 3 : 10.
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Laodicea was fabled for its wealth as Sardis had been, being the banking
centre for the local thriving wool industry, and nearby were hot springs
reputed for their medical properties. Even in the ‘dead’ church of Sardis
there were some faithful believers, but of Laodicea there is nothing
positive to say as my commentary states that, like the hot springs they
have eventually become lukewarm in their faith “neither hot nor cold, I
wish you were either one or the other“ 3 :15. The message for Christian
churches/communities as well as for individuals then and now is to
guard against the negative attitude of being ‘lukewarm’, of being
complacent, of spiritual blindness and poverty of faith.
In the my next article on the book of Revelation I will attempt to
comment, inter alia, on the significance of 7 in relation to the seals,
trumpets and bowls as detailed in chapters 8 to 16.
Ian Silcox

--------------------------------------------------------Tavy Community Camp 2017
Do you like camping? Being outdoors? Socialising? Spending time with families
and friends? Do you enjoy community fun? Meeting new people? Stress free
time with your children? We would love for you to join us. We are currently
organising Tavy Community Camp 2017 at Blackpool Sands, Dartmouth,
from Saturday 19 August to Friday 25 August.
The aim of this camp is to bring the community together and to spend time
with friends, family and to meet new people. This camp is for ‘ANYONE and
EVERYONE’ no matter what age you are; if you wish to visit for the day or
stay for the full week, whether you have a faith or not, you are all extremely
welcome. What we would like to see is people coming together, enjoying
good times, having fun and creating life time memories ~ especially for our
children. There will be an opportunity during the week for faith based
activities, which you are free to join in or not. Nothing is compulsory, this is
a holiday after all!
The cost of the camp will be - £107 per 18+ years, £60 per 11-17 years old,
£40 per 2-10 years old and under 2’s are free ~ this includes camping and all
meals. 20% off for Early Birds until 31st May 2017.
Please contact Ali Mansfield on 01822 613651 or alimansfield78@gmail.com
or Sally Pancheri at sally@sallysholidaycottages.co.uk .
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Mission Community Events for May 2017
Monday 1 May, 6 pm – Tavistock Sings! Anthems of John Rutter, Tavistock Parish
Church
Tuesday 2 May, 11 am ~ 1 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short Mat Bowls.
Tuesday 2 May, 1 pm – Organ recital by Sean Sweeney, Tavistock Parish Church
Wednesday 3 May, 2 pm Moorland Outreach, Mary Tavy Methodist Chapel.
Speaker: The Revd. Paul Smith (Bere Alston). All welcome.
Wednesday 3 May, 3.30 pm Messy Church, Tavistock Parish Church
Wednesday 3 May, 7 pm. Tavistock Sings! A showcase of local school choirs.
Tavistock Parish Church
Wednesday 3 May, 7 pm ~ 9 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short Mat Bowls.
Thursday 4 May, 7:30 pm St Eustachius’ Church, Tavistock. Visitation by the
Archdeacon for all Clergy, Church Wardens and Officers.
Friday 5 May, 1 pm. Piano Recital by Brian Chapple, Tavistock Parish Church
Friday 5 May, 7.30 pm. Canticorum and Tapestry Choirs in Concert. Tavistock
Parish Church
Saturday 6 May, 2 pm ~ 4 pm Cream Teas and Plant Sale, Bring & Buy Stall, Peter
Tavy Methodist Chapel.
Saturday 6 May, 7.30 pm Tavistock Festival – award winning Sinfonia, Tavistock
Parish Church
Thursday 11 May, 9:45 am Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Pilates with Sally
Cinnamond, £5 per session.
Thursday 11 May, 12 noon ~ 1:30 pm Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel, Soup and
dessert lunch. All welcome.
Saturday 13 May, 2 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. W.I. Spring Sale, Cakes, Raffle,
Plants. We look forward to seeing you all this year.
Saturday 13 May, 2:30 pm Cream Teas, Garden & Pond Walk, at Edgecombe,
Cudlipptown, by kind invitation of Mr. & Mrs. Peter Tinson, in aid of St. Peter’s church
Saturday 13 May, 7.30 pm. Vocal Harem Concert, Tavistock Parish Church
Monday 15 May, 10:30 ~ 11:30 am Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. “Jigsaw swap”,
refreshments and chat. All welcome.
Thursday 18 May, 7:30 pm Brentor Village Hall. Brentor Garden Club. A talk by
Chris Groves entitled “Patagonia, Land of Violas and Volcanos”. Visitors welcome at
£2 on the door.
Saturday 20 May, 9 am – 9 pm. All day musical theatre workshop and concert,
Tavistock Parish Church
Tuesday 23 May, 10 am ~ 12 noon. Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. Monthly visit of the
Devon Sensory Team.
Wednesday 24 May, 2 pm Moorland Outreach, Mary Tavy Methodist Chapel.
Speaker: The Revd. Mike Loader (Tavistock) A welcome to all.
Monday 29 May, 12 noon ~ 4 pm Coronation Hall. Mary Tavy Spring B/H Fayre.
Car boot sale; dog show; hog roast; vegetarian food; beer tent; many stalls. Please
contact Jo Albon on 01822 810356 if you would like to have a stall.
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Martha’s
Page
Hello everyone,
What a tremendous lead up and celebration at Easter we had
in Tavistock this year! On Good Friday Tavistock held its
first Passion Play since 1958, when my Grandmother was one
of the crowd. Mum, Lily and I were asked by Sarah and Steve
if we would do the make-up for the Passion Play. Sarah took
Lily and me to Saltash to be given some training, in particular
for bruising and bleeding. This was a new experience! After
lots of practice (mostly on each other) we were ready for the
big day. We really enjoyed this opportunity and would love to
do it again!
As my Dad took an acting part in the Passion Play I thought I
would ask him some questions about it to share with you all.
What is the Passion Play?
The best way of describing the Passion Play is that it is the
story of Jesus’s crucifixion and resurrection told by the
Churches in Tavistock and the surrounding villages. It was
performed in Tavistock to show ordinary people living
ordinary lives the outstanding story of Jesus’s triumph over
death.
How did you get involved?
I was helping at a Messy Church session on a Saturday when
Steve the Curate asked for my email address so I could be
part of the Passion Play. I was a shepherd at Christmas Eve
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again this year which I thoroughly enjoy so I thought it would
be a wonderful experience for me to get involved in another
Church event. Ever since Steve got my email address I have
been attending most rehearsals in the Parish Centre and St
Eustachius’ where I was given a part in the play.
What part did you play and why?
I was cast as a Roman Officer. I played this part as I didn’t
want to say too much as I was afraid I wouldn’t remember
the lines as I am not use to acting. The Roman Officer,
however, was important as I kept all the Roman Soldiers in
check! I thoroughly enjoyed playing a Roman Officer as I got
to wear a six pack! (Obviously, it was moulded off my own!)
What did you enjoy about the Passion Play?
Overall, I enjoyed everything about the Passion Play because
I got to make new friends, learn more about the Easter
story, spread the word about Jesus and see the impact the
Passion Play had on the community. The number of people who
turned up was amazing which made all the arduous work of
the play worthwhile.
How was the Passion Play organised?
There were a lot of complex notes in many notebooks, emails
and texts that went into planning and making this play tick.
We were very privileged to have David Stranks, Sarah Pendle,
Steve Martin and many other helpers to organise the Passion
Play and the rehearsals. We have a makeup team and a
brilliant costume team which helped to make the play come
alive. The crosses themselves were fantastically made by Eric
and his son, Mark. Moreover, we had amazing advertising
which helped to draw in audiences from a vast area. The
backstage team helped to keep the play together as one big
performance as they told us actors where to go and when.
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What were you most concerned about for the
performance?
I was most concerned about the sound as we couldn’t practise
it before-hand but luckily it went well and the performance
was heard all around the town. Personally, I was worried
about scene seven because it was a complex one. We had
many props and cues to move in and out the doors of the
Magistrates Court. We had to practise this scene a lot but
luckily it went perfectly well on the day.
Would you do it again?
I would love to take part in a Passion Play or something
similar again as I learned a lot and made some great friends
in this experience. I was very proud that all my family could
take part in this poignant event.
Any concluding thoughts?
Overall, the Passion Play was an immense success and I loved
every moment of it. I will cherish memories of all the stress
we went through before the play and all the liberation we all
felt afterwards. I am now looking forward to the celebration
coming up for all those involved which is taking place in May.
I will write to you all again next month when we will be
halfway through the year!
With love, Martha x

Vestry Group Birthdays in May:
Henry – 6 years old
Happy Birthday!

Messy Church Wednesday 3rd May (Drop in from 3:30pm
to 5:30pm)
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TAVISTOCK CHURCH SCHOOLS FEDERATION
St Peter’s Junior School
St Rumon’s Infant School

614640
612085

New entrants are always welcome at both schools

Could you write something for the
magazine?
We would love you to!
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