Nothing is ‘Ordinary’
from Assistant Priest Revd. Mike Loader
We are once again coming to the end of the Easter season in our
Church calendar, and after celebrating the ‘birth of the Church’ at
Pentecost, we enter that long Church season termed ‘Ordinary Time’.
But nothing is ordinary in the dealings of God with humankind, or in
the life of the Church, or in the lives of you or me as Christian
believers.
The triumph of the resurrection on Easter Sunday was certainly no
‘ordinary’ event. The powers of darkness may well have thought they
had the victory when our Lord Jesus, the incarnate God who had
become man, was crucified and died on Calvary’s tree. But no, Jesus
burst forth from the grave to give to you and me not just the hope of
eternal life, but also the promise that we shall be changed and share in
the everlasting joys of heaven.
And what did the bystanders at the feast of Pentecost in Jerusalem in
the year AD30 make of the diverse languages coming from the lips of
the disciples after the descent of the Holy Spirit had come upon them?
In Acts 2v4 we read “the crowd was bewildered, amazed and
astonished as they heard all these Galileans speaking in their own
native language”. That was no ‘ordinary’ event either for the
bystanders to hear, or for the disciples who suddenly found they had
been given the ‘gift of tongues’.
And is it any different in this twenty first century for you or for me as
Christians? We have become followers and disciples of the one true
and living God, Yahweh, who spoke and the universe came into being
(Gen 1v3). Yet God is like a Father to us, for He loves us with a love
that accepts each one of us just as we are, and that is no ‘ordinary’
relationship.
Joy and I have just returned from following ‘the way of Saint James’,
the Camino, the pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela. Some of you
may remember we looked at ‘The Way’, a DVD featuring Martin
Sheen, for our Lent course some three years ago, and if you have not
yet seen the DVD it is well worth viewing. I hasten to add that we did
not walk the 790km in twelve days but took the SAGA coach!
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The culmination was
the pilgrims’ Mass in
the Cathedral in
Santiago with the
swinging of the
thurible, the metal
censer for incense,
and that was no
‘ordinary’ event
either! It was as
exciting as in the
DVD!
So, I wonder, what is your perspective on God? Is He just ‘ordinary’
and so small in order to fit your imagination? Do you hold a distorted
view of what true faith in God should be? I am sure we all hold some
distortions that only eternity will finally dispel, for now we “see
through a glass darkly” (1Cor13v12).
Saint John relates how Jesus tried to give us a picture of a God free
from distortions, a God who imparts to us eternal life, not just a
supplier of our material needs, for the life God intended for us all is
much fuller than that. Do our prayers reflect such a distortion,
becoming just a mere list of requests, or are they more profound and
outward looking? Jesus said “Do not labour for the food which
perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life”. The crowd
around Jesus then asked a most pertinent and relevant question, a
question we also should constantly ask ourselves: “What must we do,
to be doing the works of God?” (Jn6v27).
And the answer that Jesus gave is not an ‘ordinary’ expectation or
experience for most people: “This is the work of God, that you
believe in him whom he has sent” (Jn6v29). That should be our prayer,
both for ourselves and for all those whom we love and all whom we
meet.
But, like the crowd around Jesus, people today demand a ‘sign’, “that
we may see, and believe” (Jn6v30). But this is just another distortion.
God is not in the business of supplying miracles on demand. We do
know that as a God of grace and mercy He may well work
miraculously in some situations, so let us not give up asking him for
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healings, and let us in expectation bring friends along to our monthly
service for healing and wholeness. We may be surprised at what God
can and will do.
Our faith as Christians is not merely a response to outward signs, even
though these may be most significant at times, but it is a commitment
and relationship to Jesus Christ, for Jesus is the gift of God to us that
far outshines any material blessing we may desire or receive.
So as we move through the coming months of ‘Ordinary Time’ let us
look forward in faith for the ‘extra ordinary’ to be seen from the God
we serve, for we have the promise from Jesus that “he who comes to
me I will not cast out” (Jn6v37). And Jesus does not end there but
gives us that great hope and promise that “everyone who believes in
the Son should have eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day”
(Jn6v40).
Now if that is not something ‘out of the ordinary’ I don’t know what
is.
Every blessing to you all, Mike.

Prayer of the month
Lord, we give thanks for the privileges and
responsibilities of living in a democratic society.
Give us wisdom to play our part at election time,
that, through the exercise of each vote,
your Kingdom may come closer.
Protect us from the sins of despair and cynicism,
guard us against the idols of false utopias
and strengthen us to make politics a noble calling
that serves the common good of all.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ Our Lord.
Amen.
chosen by Hugh Walkington
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June 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Thurs 1

7.30 pm

Tavi Praise – St Andrew’s, Buckland Monachorum

Fri 2

8.30 am
10 am
10 am

Holy Communion
Holy Dusters
Coffee Morning in church

Sun 4

PENTECOST
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service for
children and adults together
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6 pm
Evensong
6 pm
Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor

Tue 6

7.30 pm

Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road

Wed 7

9 am
10.30 am
3.30 pm

Schools’ Communion for Pentecost
Holy Communion
Messy Church

Fri 9

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Sat 10

10.30 am

The Friends’ Grand Summer Fete

Sun 11

TRINITY SUNDAY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am
Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6 pm
Evensong
6 pm
Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor

Wed 14

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Thurs 15 CORPUS CHRISTI
7.30 pm
Holy Communion
Fri 16

8.30 am

Holy Communion
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June 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Sat 17

12 pm
2 pm
7.30 pm

Marriage of Michael Bluett and Samantha Pethick
Family Baptism
Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir concert

Sun 18

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
2 pm
Family Baptism
6 pm
Choral Evensong
6 pm
Evensong – St Michael’s, Brentor

Wed 21

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 23

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Sun 25

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
10 am
Confirmation Service
2 pm
Family Baptism
6 pm
Evensong
6 pm
Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor

Wed 28

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 30

8.30 am

Holy Communion
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In Ecclesia
In Ecclesia are an excellent, Taunton based, chamber choir.
Founded in the early 1950s as a group to bring choral music to
small churches, today they travel around to sing services and give
concerts in a wide range of places, from small village churches to
towns and major cathedrals, including, most recently, Exeter,
York Minster and Westminster Abbey. They are visiting this area
on 17th and 18th June and will be singing services at St Peter’s,
Peter Tavy, Christ Church, Brentor and St Eustachius’, Tavistock.
Do come and support them!
17 June Compline 9 pm at St Peter’s, Peter Tavy
A meditative sung service (plainsong and polyphony) lasting around 30
minutes
18 June Choral Eucharist for Corpus Christi 9.45 am at
Christ Church, Brentor (followed by a lunch in the Village
Hall—see below*)
Music to include Missa Brevis by Palestrina and Tallis’s O Sacrum
Convivium.
18 June Choral Evensong 6 pm at St Eustachius’ Church,
Tavistock
Music by Stanford, Rose, Howells and Walmisley.
*After the Eucharist at Brentor there will be refreshments in the
village hall. If would like to join them, please let one of the church
wardens know: David Harris 810845 or Kate Kelly 810287.
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From the Vicarage …
Tavistock Parish Church – “The Way Ahead”
Plans are being made to hold a buffet supper at the Town Hall in
Tavistock on Friday 14th July to celebrate the life of St Eustachius’
Church and to look at how we can continue to develop our work in the
town and the wider community in the years ahead. The event is called
“The Way Ahead” and will be an opportunity to look at our future
together, our financial situation, our plans to celebrate our 700th
Anniversary during 2018, and our hopes and aspirations beyond that.
The evening will include entertainment and guest speakers.
There are many ways in which we invest our time, energy and resources
to witness to our community. Steeped in history, St Eustachius’ Church
provides a peaceful, sacred space for all who live in the community, the
surrounding areas, and to visitors. It is a major focal point for the town,
and a place where many people can, and do, go to find a quiet place in a
world which, from time to time, may seem a place of confusion or
anxiety. We all benefit from having a beautiful and well-kept Church at
the heart of Tavistock.
St Eustachius’ Church is not only a place of for worship, prayer, pastoral
care and heritage, but also a centre of musical excellence, and a venue
for concerts and other events. Tavistock Church hosts everything from
choral and orchestral concerts, to the Tavistock Music and Arts Festival,
and the highly successful annual Friends’ Christmas Tree Festival, to
highlight only a few events which take place during the year. More
recently the Tavistock Heritage Festival and the Tavistock Passion have
been wonderful events which have drawn many people to the Town.
Please come and enjoy the evening with us. For catering purposes the
evening is ticketed. You are welcome to apply for a ticket at The Parish
Office, 5A Plymouth Road, Tavistock. 01822 616673. You will be
welcome. Please do come.
With my love and prayers
Christopher Hardwick
Vicar
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Tel: 01822 616747
Collacombe Down, Lamerton, Tavistock Devon PL19 8SD
MOT TESTING STATION SERVICING AND REPAIRS
GENERAL SHOP ~ ACCESSORIES
SELF SERVICE & ATTENDED PETROL & DIESEL
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Having Trouble
Reaching Your Feet?

Morris Bros

Try the
Toe Nail Cutting Service
By qualified technician £10

Funeral
Directors

Note this service is not suitable for everyone

Established in 1870
Your local independent Funeral Director
is owned & run by the fifth generation of
the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.
We provide a qualified, professional &
sensitive service to the people of
Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon &
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford
Foundry providing you with a very
personal service regardless of the time of
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service
on

Also offering full
Reflexology £25
per hour
Available at TASS Anchorage
Centre on Wednesday and Bere
Ferrers Church Hall on Friday.

01822 612023

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available

For an appointment
call Pat on 07845 932597
or 01822 610262

www.morrisbros.co.uk

www.patwarne.com

The Old Bedford Foundry
Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ

The Bedford Hotel
The Bedford — Tavistock’s
favourite retreat
A warm welcome awaits.
Join us for:
Morning Coffee
Bar Lunch
Sunday Lunch
Dinner
Tel 01822 613221
www.bedford-hotel.co.uk
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The Tavistock Passion Party
The event at the town hall on Sunday May 21 was joined by everyone
involved in the play and who, besides tucking in to a delicious buffet,
watched a film of the play made by Peter Rowan.
Billy Allen, writer and director David Stranks, music composer
Andrew Wilson, producer and chorus master Steven Martin and coproducer Sarah Pendle were among several people receiving 'thank
you' gifts for all their hard work.
Steven announced plans to
stage a second passion play at
Easter 2019 and a meeting of all
those interested is being
arranged in the autumn.
A nativity play at Christmas is
also being planned.

CUTTING a celebration party
cake to toast the success of
Tavistock Passion Play is
Billy Allen, who played the
leading role of Jesus
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Tidings from Tavistock …
More Families Get “Messy” at St Eustachius’ Church

INCREASING numbers of families are being welcomed to the monthly
‘Messy Church’ sessions at Tavistock Parish Church.
The after-school get-togethers combine creative crafts, bible-themed
activities, music and worship, rounding off with a shared hot meal. Since
the group was launched in March last year, 62 families have been
welcomed, with 15 adults and 25 children regularly attending and some
50 people, including helpers, sitting down to eating together.
At the annual meeting of St Eustachius’ Parochial Church Council, vicar
the Very Rev Dr Chris Hardwick said: ‘As a church we have month by
month gradually increased the number of children coming to “Messy
Church” – a formula for bringing all age groups together to try their
hands at crafts and activities based around a simple theme and Bible
story and ending in informal worship. It’s a wonderful way of allowing
people to begin or renew their experience of faith, worship and church.’
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Sarah Pendle, who runs the group, said since the group’s launch 13
sessions had been held, including three summer ones (“Mini Messy”)
and a Saturday one.
‘There is a very dedicated team of disciples who work amazingly hard,
with more than 40 people who minister in a variety of ways in “Messy
Church”.’
Sessions have included the parables of Jesus, Creation, the Bible,
Mountains, Joshua, Christmas and Easter. Worship is led by vicar Chris,
assistant curate Steve Martin and Sally Pancheri.
Sarah said through activities children shared what they had learnt about
God’s word. Singing was greatly enjoyed and during worship time
prayers were written and read out by children, then displayed on the
Clothworkers’ altar and used in intercessions.
She thanked the PCC for funding the group and all supporters. Families
are welcome to just turn up at any “Messy Church” session, usually held
the first Wednesday of the month. The next one is on June 7, 3.30pm
to 5.30pm.

COFFEE MORNINGS
On the first Friday of each month the Craft Group holds a coffee
morning in the Parish Church. This has become a very social part of
the church, and many people visit regularly to join us for coffee, and,
of course, a chat. We would welcome anyone to come along to either
help or to just enjoy the companionship during the morning.
We always have a stall selling gifts and our very popular greetings
cards.

During July, August and September we have weekly coffee mornings
on a Friday; on some Fridays we follow with cream teas.
Each Friday throughout the summer there will be a different stall or
exhibition.
12
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Busy Sewing Bees are Buzzing
for Church Fete

A GROUP of crafty recyclers are ‘sew busy’ making quality items for
Tavistock Parish Church’s summer fete next month - while helping to
save the planet!
Calling themselves Vintage Green, they use old, unwanted and donated
materials to make anything from quilts, cushions and aprons, to bags,
cards and craft gifts. Since joining forces four years ago they have raised
over £5,000 for St Eustachius’ Church and hope to add another good
sum from their next stall.
With years of experience between them, the crafters have all the
makings of a successful ‘church family’ business, spending much of their
spare time in production.
One of five members, Sarah Pendle, said that by using recycled, old and
unwanted items from the environment, the group was supporting the
church and God’s creation.

14

‘We produce high quality items, unique and limited edition – goods you
would look to buy in a shop. We are very purposeful about it and want
people to appreciate what we do and pay a fair price.’
Another member, Pat Knock explained: ‘We have a production line – I
do the pinning, cutting out, ironing etc, while Sarah, Pam Hunter, and
Hilary Sanders do the sewing and Hilary Johnson does the sticking’.
Sparking off each other, they make the best possible use of whatever
items come into their hands, creating anything from tepees and circus
play tents, to scented candles and cards.
Pam, a quilter for almost 40 years, said: ‘It is much better to come
together and share our ideas and we like to try new things for each
event.’
Hilary Sanders describes the group as ‘very supportive, sharing fun and
friendship and inspiring other people’.
Vintage Green, started in 2014, is a splinter group of the Church Green
Team, which gained an Eco-Congregation Award for being
environmentally friendly by developing better ways to use resources.
Besides the summer fete the group usually has a stall at St Eustachius’
Christmas Tree Festival and in the run-up to these two big events the
sewing ladies spend ‘countless hours’ adding to their stock. View their
latest range at the fete on Saturday, June 10, from 10.30am to 3.30pm.
Other stalls will include woodturning by Eric Cockings, handicrafts, brica-brac, nearly new clothes, books and plants. There will be a bouncy
castle, face painting, entertainment from Flute Ensemble and The
Saxophonics, plus church tower tours, a barbecue and refreshments.

Can you help?
We are in the process of compiling a detailed inventory of the altar
frontals, copes, vestments, banners and other such fabric and
embroidered articles in the church.
If you have any knowledge of these, for example where they came
from or who made them, we would love to pick your brains.
Please contact Nichola Heathman 07580 957500
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Do you shop on line?

Register with “easyfundraising”. Nominate St Eustachius, Tavistock,
as your chosen charity. Proceed to the Suppliers, make your
purchase and a donation will be made to the church, by the supplier,
without involving you in any further expense.
The Church is very grateful for your donation made by this method.
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Come and enjoy a glorious afternoon at
the Races
on Saturday June 24th
in the Vicarage Garden

From 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm
Frocks, hats and bow ties if you care.
A picnic, bubbly and buttonholes await
you.
Racing to take place in the Parish
Rooms.
Small prizes for winners.
Cost of the afternoon an unbelievable £3.
Please sign up at the back of church if
you would care to join us.
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Rotary Club of Tavistock
Young Photographer of the Year
“Superb photos from a group of truly talented young people!” That’s how
Catherine Bailey, President of Tavistock Rotary Club, described the
entries to this year’s Tavistock Rotary Young Photographer of the Year
Competition.
Presenting each of the winners with a certificate and a £25 voucher from
Dartmoor Photographic, Catherine praised the quality of the winning
photographs. However, she was equally full of praise for all of the
entrants, along with their families and teachers who had given them
magnificent support.
Our very own Lily Walke, a student at Tavistock College, won the
Intermediate category. Well done Lily!

One of the three
photos of Lily’s
award-winning entry.
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Gulworthy Notes …
June
“Far up in the deep blue sky,
Great white clouds are floating by;
All the world dressed in green;
Many happy birds are seen,
Roses bright and sunshine clear
Show that lovely June is here.”
FG Sanders

This poem creates a wonderful image for us all to appreciate the lazy
days of summer. For our youth, however, it is exam season, with many
worrying about revision and what may come next. For many it is the
most difficult time of their lives, working hard and hoping they will obtain
the results which will allow them to progress to the next step, go
through and come out the other side, having made those hard decisions.
So it is with that knowledge we say we understand, this their life, trying
to make the difficult decisions of what to do next. As adults it is a period
we have all gone through and we know difficult times will come to an
end and the sunny days will appear soon. So we wish all the best to both
the parents and those going through the exams.
Norma Robinson she will also be thinking the hard work has come to
an end as she opens her garden; 2 Lang Grove, PL19 9AH, on Saturday
10th June 10am - 4.30pm in aid of St Luke’s Hospice. It is well worth the
visit - it is surprising what can be created in a small space. Do come
along and enjoy the garden and purchase some wonderful refreshments.
Judith Blowey can understand the pressures of working hard; she has
now come to the end of her training and all the essay writing, so it is
also that time of waiting for her final result so that she can become a
Deacon. So we say, enjoy the time with which the end of training has
now provided to you, time to reflect on your new future and the path
it will take you. Well done and congratulations.
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For some the time of worry has passed and they have started a new life
in the Kingdom of Heaven. For those families and friends we also wish
all the best and may they appreciate the sunny days ahead, as they will
surely come.
At Pentecost, Sunday 4th June, we remember that 40 days after his
resurrection Jesus ascended into Heaven to be with the Father. The
disciples were to go to Jerusalem to wait; ten days later they received
the Holy Spirit. Now they were no longer disciples, learners; their role
was to go out into the world to teach. Pentecost is therefore sometimes
called the Birthday of the Church.
The much awaited Holy Land Talk by Judith Blowey and Viv Hutchison
is on Friday 7th July at 7.00pm in Gulworthy Parish Hall with
refreshments - donations in aid of St Paul’s Gulworthy.
July will soon be upon us so don’t forget Gulworthy Dog Show and
Summer Fete at Woodovis on Sunday 23rd July. There will be many
stalls and special visitors, including a photographic studio and
educational beehive. Everyone will be able to see the internal workings
of the live hive - a fantastic sight, so as they say “save this date”.
Another date for your diaries. Sunday 30th July will see our special
service held outside of St Paul’s Gulworthy so look out for all the final
details in next month’s magazine.
As always, everyone welcome is at our services or events.
Hilary Marks

Gulworthy WI
Our newly elected President, Ali Yeo, welcomed 26
members and 1 visitor to our May meeting. She
introduced Rob Wall, who is chef at The Manor Inn,
Lower Ashton. He told us all about the business of catering and the fact
that their meals are all prepared from local produce. These days catering
has to take into account all tastes and the fact that many people have
allergies. He gave us several of his recipes and finished by producing
samples, both savoury and sweet, which were much appreciated by our
members.
Business: We heard reports from the Spring Council Meeting and the
trip to Longdown Village Hall. Ali asked us to pay attention to our sales
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tables and to make note of various trips on the notice board. The
members were then asked to vote on our proposed move to TASS in
Tavistock. This was passed unanimously, so our next meeting on
Wednesday June 14th at 7.30pm will be at TASS when we shall be
hearing all about CHICKS. For further information, please contact RoseMarie Bonnevier: 01822 610566.
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PROFESSIONAL
TREE CARE
BY

Award Winning
Evening Valuations & Viewings
No Restrictive Contracts
Local, National & London
Advertising
Accompanied Viewings
A

Paul Greenhill
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)
Okehampton
01837 54080

Tavistock
01822 617243

Mobile: 07971 195549
Tel: 01822 616792

millertc.co.uk

Tuell Farm
Beautiful Stone
Holiday Cottages

THE LAWNS

Nestled in the Tamar Valley
Available for short term lets
10 minutes from Tavistock

Residential Care Home for
those with learning
disabilities.
52 Plymouth Road
Tavistock, PL19 8BU.

We are pleased
to sponsor
St Eustachius’ Church

01822 870207
cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk
www.tuellfarm.co.uk
Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off

TAVISTOCK 610233
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GENERAL
BOOK SHOP &
MUSIC SELLER
A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE
& THE MUSIC
IN WHICH TO BROWSE.
ROOM
GROUND AND FIRST
FLOOR: BOOKS,
WE HAVE A
AUDIOBOOKS,
COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF TITLES,
AND CARDS.
TOGETHER WITH A
SECOND FLOOR:
FIRST RATE ORDER
CDs AND DVDs.

Offering a complete design and
fitting service. Visit us in our
showroom and together we can
create your Unique Kitchen!

SERVICE.

ONE OF
’S
TOP 50 BRITISH
BOOK SHOPS

UNIT 8, PLYMOUTH ROAD
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
TAVISTOCK
PL19 9QN
TEL: 01822 611278

3 MARKET STREET,
TAVISTOCK

TEL 01822 617244

kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
www.uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com

If it’s on, under or beside the desk,
we supply it, including the desk!

PCC
PCC Office Supplies Ltd
For all your Business and Domestic
requirements including:
Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS,
Office Machines, Cleaning &
Catering
We guarantee to beat the
competition and save you money
with our same day/next day service
Call 01822 810220
sales@pccofficesupplies.com
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Brentor News . . .
BRENTOR COMMONS
Bad news on the rabbit front; the bid for freedom seems to have come
to an end as nobody has seen it for more than a week. Perhaps it has
gone to the great burrow in the sky.
When driving past the same area of the common we saw a pair of
linnets. It had been raining heavily and there were puddles at the
roadside where they were bathing. There was a great commotion with
splashes and much flapping of wings and we were able to sit in the car
and watch them for quite some time. An absolute delight.
As the seasons progress there is always a new tapestry of colour to
maintain our interest. The largely white umbelliferae, the umbrella
shaped flowers along the roadside, are always changing. The cow parsley
is now fading and the pignut is the dominant one on the common. It is
so called because below each flower is an edible small tuber. I suspect
they were a favourite of pigs when they led a much more foraging life.
The hedgerows are now at their best with the pink of the campions and
the bluebells creating a back drop for many other summer flowers that
are starting to bloom.
A tree we have noticed recently is the horse chestnut to the left of the
big ash tree. It has been more obvious because of its white candelabra
that have been apparent in recent weeks. This tree must have been
planted there, but it was well before the plantings by the commons
association. It would be interesting to know when this was done and by
whom. There is also a grove of sweet chestnut in the northeast corner.
These are youngish trees have quite smooth branches and stems, not
the gnarled and spiral bark of the mature tree.
Barry Albrighton 01822 860445
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Cross House Inn
& Restaurant
Open from
12.00 noon
Food served
From 12pm – 2 pm and 6pm - 8pm
(9pm if pre-booked) Breakfast served
Saturdays from 11am-4pm. Check
website for up to date food times
 Roasts available all day Sunday
 Disabled access
 Baby Changing Facilities
 Smoking Shelter
 Large Garden with Children's
Play area
Cross House Inn & Restaurant,
School Road, Metherell, Nr Callington,
Cornwall, PL17 8BQ

01579 350482

E.PASCOE & SON
Monumental Masons
Five Acres
Gulworthy
Tavistock
PL19 8HZ
Email:
epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
Tel: 01822 832320
www.epascoeandson.com
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The Book of Revelation
After the messages to the 7 churches John had a vision of heaven 4: 1,
‘come up here and I will show you what is to come in the future’ and he saw
a throne with ‘One sitting on the throne… v 2 and on the right hand of
the One there was a scroll sealed with 7 seals.
John’s vision of heaven falls into 2 parts:1 The hymn of praise to God as creator 4: 11; the vision of the throne
room with its vivid descriptions and proclamation of God as the creator
of all things….here I am reminded of a well known hymn by the 17th
century Bishop Thomas Ken ‘Glory to thee, my God, this night ….’,
especially the last verse: ‘Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise
him all creatures here below, praise him above, ye heav’nly host, praise
God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost’.
2 That addressed to Christ as redeemer 5: 9, 12 & 13 with references
to the Lamb as the only one worthy to open the seals because you were
slain and with your blood you purchased men for God. Christ as the lamb of
God which we reflect on in the ‘Agnus Dei’ prayer during the breaking
of bread or just after in our Common Worship service of Holy
Communion Order 1. In Revelation the Lamb becomes a symbol of the
risen Christ, the one who takes away the sin of the world brought about
through the disobedience of Adam: the fall of mankind (see Genesis 3)
and who now reigns with power and authority as His work of
redemption is completed.
As Christ takes the 7 seals the unveiling, the revelation, properly begins
so His action in heaven determines the events on earth. In Roman law
wills or other legal documents had to be sealed by 7 witnesses and only
one duly authorised could break the seal. And that was Christ, who by
his sacrifice had triumphed and was able to open the sealed scrolls. The
first 5 seals are opened and then on the opening of the sixth there was
a great earthquake and a loud universal cry was made for all to be saved
from the wrath to come, 6: 15-17. Here I would like to clarify in this
context wrath; a word meaning more than anger but as my
commentary- NIV bible commentary edited for Revelation by F.F Bruce,
basically states is a retribution, a response of Holy God to persistent
and impenitent wickedness. To avoid such wrath a seal, a mark, was to
be put on the foreheads of the servants of God, numbered at 144,000.
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This number is based on the 12 tribes of Israel times 12 and then 1000.
The Jehovah’s Witnesses maintain that it is an actual finite number (see
also 14:1) but it is symbolic, representing, so my commentary states, all
followers of Christ, the true ‘Israel of God‘. In fact one of the titles of
the church is the new Israel. This is confirmed in the triumph of the
martyrs ‘a great multitude that no one could count…’. v 9.
Now we come to the breaking of the 7th seal when there was silence in
heaven for half an hour, 8: 1; a time all heaven awaits the final act of divine
judgement preceded by the blowing of 7 trumpets 8 6-19. The first 4
trumpets announce plagues more deadly than the plagues of Egypt
before the Exodus (see Exodus 7-10). The last 3 announce calamities,
the 3 woes of verse 13. The last trumpet is followed by the proclamation
that ‘the kingdom of the world has become kingdom of our Lord and his Christ
and he will reign for ever and ever’ 11:15.
Divine judgment and reward have been present in the earlier stages of
John’s visions, but they reach their climax at the 7thtrumpet; this is to be
elaborated however by the judgements in the vision of the 7 bowls
pouring out God’s wrath in chapter 16.’Yes Lord God Almighty true and
just are your judgements’ v.7 Then in chapter 17 we have reference the
scarlet woman, v 4, namely Rome built on 7 hills followed by, in the next
chapter, the fall of Babylon (synonymous with the pagan world, namely
the Roman empire); then in chapter 19 Hallelujah, heaven rejoices with
‘the wedding of the Lamb has come and his bride (the church) has made
herself ready’ v 7 Next John ‘saw an angel coming down out of heaven
……binding the devil for a thousand years’ 20: 1-2.
Then finally the climax of the reward for those who ‘had not worshipped
the beast nor his image and had received the mark’ …. with the vision of
the new Jerusalem, ‘I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down
from God’ 21: 2, which I will attempt to expand on in my next and final
article on the book of Revelation in the July magazine.
Ian Silcox
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Could you help run Tavistock ‘Cards for Good
Causes’ charity Christmas card shop?
‘Cards for Good Causes’ sells national and local charity Christmas
cards in their seasonal pop-up shop in Tavistock every year, and this
season a new manager is needed to oversee the shop.
No previous retail experience is necessary, the role is part time and
can be flexible hours, and could be shared by two people. Training is
provided and a modest remuneration is paid at the end of the season.
The shop will run from mid-October to mid-December.
Anyone interested in the manager role or in helping as a volunteer
should contact Frances Guy, Regional Organiser, for more
information:
frances.guy@cfgc.org.uk 01392 439599.
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Mission Community Events for June 2017
Thursday 1st June, 9:45am Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Pilates with Sally
Cinnamond. £5 per session.
Tuesday 6th June: Reminder that the Tuesday morning Short Mat Bowls
group do not meet in the summer: we will return in September 2017.
Tuesday 6th June, 7:30pm Peter Tavy Village Hall. “The Great Barrier
Reef” - illustrated talk by Dr. Piers Larcombe. £4 admission. Refreshments.
Book in advance via Steve Carreck 01822 810868.
Wednesday 7th June, 2pm: Moorland Outreach, Mary Tavy Methodist
Chapel. Speaker to be arranged. All welcome.
Wednesday 7th June, 7pm ~ 9pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short
Mat Bowls.
Thursday 8th June, 7am ~ 10pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Polling
Station for General Election.
Thursday 8th June, 12 noon ~ 1:30pm Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel
Soup and dessert lunch. All welcome. (NB: No meetings in July or August).
Saturday 10 June, Tavistock Parish Church 10.30am The Friends’
Grand Summer Fete – churchyard.
Thursday 15th June, 7:30pm Brentor Village Hall; Brentor Garden Club.
A talk by Nigel Twinn entitled “Dowsing in Brentor”. Visitors welcome at £2
on the door.
Saturday 17 June, 7.30 pm Tavistock Parish Church: Tamar Valley Male
Voice Choir concert
Monday 19th June, 10:30 ~ 11:30am Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. Monthly
“Jigsaw Swap”, refreshments and a chat. All welcome.
Friday 23rd June, 7:30pm ~ Mary Tavy Chapel Hall, The Sir Joshua
Reynolds Choir presents “This green and pleasant land”. £5 at the door.
Saturday 24th June, 5pm St. Peter’s Church Strawberry Tea, bring & buy,
Peter’s game/raffle/skittles at Harford Bridge Holiday Park. All welcome.
Saturday 24th June/Sunday 25th June: Tavy Guild of Weavers, Spinners
and Dyers, 2-day Natural Dye Workshop at the Coronation Hall. Four
places remain available at a cost of £70 per place. No additional cost, all
yarns and dyes are provided. Contact ruth52walker@gmail.com
Tuesday 27th June, 10am ~ 12noon. Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. Visit of the
Devon Sensory Team.
Friday 30th June from 6 pm - 8 pm Mary Tavy & Brentor Community
Primary School PTA Summer Fayre, Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy
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Martha’s Page
Hello everyone,
What a lovely evening we had last Sunday at the party for
those involved in the Passion. It was good to have a gathering
of so many people from different Churches in the town.
The Church Fete is being held on the 10th June and I hope a
lot of children will come along to the face painting and other
activities that are on offer.
On Sunday 11th June the Vestry Group will be writing prayers
for the following Sunday which is Fathers’ Day (also my
Birthday!)
I hope that Mary-Jane’s operation will go well and she will
have a speedy recovery. While she is away I will be taking
some of the Vestry Group sessions on a Sunday.
I will be completing my first year at the University of St
Mark and St John. I have really enjoyed this and look
forward to next year. My placement this year has been in
Cornwall and I await to hear where my placement will be next
year. I would like to thank the members of the congregation
who have been interested in my progress.
To anyone taking exams this month I wish you every success.
With love, Martha x
Vestry Group
Birthday in June
Martha – 19
Happy Birthday!
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Friends of St Eustachius’
Summer Fete June 10th

Decorated
Cup Cake Competition
3 cup cakes
3 classes

10 & under
11 – 16
adult
Bring to the tea tent by 11.30

entry
£1

TAVISTOCK CHURCH SCHOOLS FEDERATION
St Peter’s Junior School
St Rumon’s Infant School

614640
612085

New entrants are always welcome at both schools

Pilgrim Course
Dear Friends,
Our Pilgrim Course continues on Monday 26th June when we will
be looking at Book 4 ‘The Beatitudes’. In our exploration we will
see how the pattern of blessing, vocation and promise is lived
out, particularly in Jesus’s own life and ministry.
New members are welcome to join the pilgrimage. The course is
designed to help us unpack the Christian message and teaching
of the Christian faith; it is reflective and conversational.
We meet at Higher Woodley Farm from 7pm. If anyone requires
transport please contact me on 01822 832374.
God’s Blessings,
Judith
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LONELINESS IN DEVON
‘It is not good for someone to be alone’ says God in Genesis 2. People are
intended to be social and the quality of everyone’s life depends on the quality
of their personal relationships. So it is not at all right that we have come to live
in a society in which loneliness is so common and damaging. Yet our churches
are in a special position to be able to make a difference and to offer safe and
regular places of belonging.
Healthwatch Devon is working in partnership with the Diocese to find out about
the impact of loneliness on Devon people’s lives. We are holding a conference
to find out from you what works well and what could work better. The results
from the conference will be married up with the feedback from Devon’s
voluntary and community sector as well as that of individuals who have
responded to our survey. This will help inform strategic intelligence of the
needs and preferences of people who are experiencing, or who may be at risk
of, loneliness.
Healthwatch Devon is also running a photo competition which anybody can
enter, please visit www.healthwatchdevon.co.uk/loneliness
Laura Ferguson outlines ‘Seven Ways to End Loneliness’ and we might learn
for this wisdom and apply it to our own congregational and community life:
1. Take up a new activity.
2. Talk to someone about how you’re feeling.
3. Volunteer.
4. Reach out to those around you – even if they are not lonely.
5. Identify those most at risk of loneliness.
6. Develop local loneliness plans.
7. Measure what works.

The Diocese of Exeter and Healthwatch Devon are holding a day
conference for clergy and churches on Loneliness at Coaver
Conference Centre, County Hall, Exeter on Wednesday 28th June,
10.30am-3.00pm. For details please contact
joanie.harris@exeter.anglican.org
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