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From The Vicar of Tavistock 
 

The Transfiguration 
 

 On the 6th August the Church celebrates the feast of the 

Transfiguration. It is a hugely mysterious event recorded in the New 

Testament. But what is its significance? St Mark, Chapter 9:2-10 is set 

within a narrative sequence beginning at Caesarea Philippi where Peter 

declares Jesus to be the Messiah, and which ends with Jesus's prediction 

of his Passion and the journey to Jerusalem (Mk10.52). The story of the 

"Transfiguration" as it is known follows Jesus's earlier prediction, 

recorded by Mark, about the kingdom of God coming in power. By 

placing it here the evangelist links the events at Caesarea Philippi and 

the Transfiguration with the resurrection. 
 

Mark would most probably have been writing in Rome between AD65-

70 at a time of religious persecution of Jewish and Gentile Christians 

and when Christian apologetics sought to explain Jesus's suffering, death 

and rejection. Throughout his Gospel he constantly seeks to work out 

a theme of the "messianic secret", that is that the revelation of God's 

reign has begun in Jesus, but remains hidden until the final act of 

revelation on the Cross. An important emphasis in his writing is Jesus's 

Passion. The resurrection is proclaimed only once, by the women's 

discovery of the empty tomb (Mk 16.1-8) and the words "He has risen, 

he is not here" (Mk 16.6). Most notably, Mark makes three predictions 

of Jesus's passion (Mk 8.31, Mk 9.31 and Mk 10.33f), each of which 

alludes to the resurrection by stating "......after three days he will rise". 

It is within this context that the Transfiguration is recorded to show the 

significance of Jesus's passion and resurrection. 
 

Fact or Theological Symbolism? 
 

 An important question is whether or not the Transfiguration has a 

factual basis or whether it represents theological symbolism. So what 

can we learn from the passage itself? Well, Mark begins "After six days". 

This in itself is unusual. Mark rarely gives precise detail of time and this 

may be part of the symbolism or, conversely, a note to establish the 

Transfiguration as an historical event. Luke, for example, begins his 

account "After about eight days" (Lk 9.28). It is interesting to note that 
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the opening is reminiscent of Exodus 24.13-16 when God revealed 

himself to Moses: "The Glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai and 

the cloud covered it six days" and this has led some Biblical 

commentators to suggest that, for Mark, the Transfiguration may have 

eschatological significance. Peter's wish to build three dwellings (or 

“tents”) could be closely associated with the Jewish Feast of 

Tabernacles, commemorating the time in the wilderness which had 

acquired eschatological significance in contemporary Judaism, that is, the 

looking forward to a new age, the hope that God would once more lead 

his people towards the promised land - in other words, the final 

realization of God's Kingdom here on earth.  What is clear is that the 

passage is a crucial turning point for Mark. In his Gospel, it brings to an 

end Jesus's Galilean ministry and, having established that Jesus is the Son 

of God, looks forward to the resurrection and the coming of the 

Kingdom. 
 

Another explanation of the Transfiguration is that it could be a vision to 

Peter which gives insight into Jesus's role. Several features of the account 

support this argument. In Biblical writing "the mountain" is often used 

as a symbol of divine revelation, and it is a common setting for 

theophanies. The time period of six days, apart from its association with 

the Exodus story (Ex24.13-16), corresponds to the time spent by the 

priest in the Temple before the Day of Atonement to purify himself; 

possibly therefore, this signifies a time of preparation for divine 

revelation. The "coming on a cloud" was also a recognised means of 

describing God's presence (see for example, Ex16.10). The divine voice 

which Mark records is similar to that at Jesus's Baptism "and a voice 

came from Heaven" (Mk 1.11). And so Mark, by inserting the story after 

Peter's confession, may be describing Peter's spiritual experience, that 

time when, perhaps, he saw Jesus in a new light or, in the terms of the 

Transfiguration, in new "Glory". 
 

The events which Mark records at Caesarea Philippi, and the 

Transfiguration, inevitably point to Jerusalem, where the Son of Man 

must go to face his final conflict and win his greatest glory.  They show 

the relationship between Jesus as the Son of Man and as the Son of God. 

Mark's use of the term  "transfigured"  (from the Greek 

"metamorphothe") suggests the form of Jesus was changed, as evidenced 
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by his shining face and dazzling white clothes - Jesus is in splendour, 

glorified with Moses and Elijah, and identified by a voice from Heaven as 

God's beloved Son. The belief that "glory" was almost infectious and 

could extend even to clothes was common at the time (see 1 Enoch 

62.15-16); Luke also specifically mentions "they saw his glory" (Lk 9.32) 

and significantly Peter, James and John, the same disciples who will be 

with Jesus at Gethsemane (Mk 14.33), are witnesses. 
 

Using the Exodus story Mark shows that the old covenant of Moses had 

passed away, Jesus is the new covenant. This teaching emphasises (Mk 

14.17-25) that the first covenant was made through the blood of animals, 

but the new covenant can be brought in only through the death of Jesus 

on the Cross. The passage also gives a glimpse of Jesus's Messiahship, a 

glimpse of his future glory, the final state of Lordship to come through 

the resurrection. 
 

The role of Moses and Elijah is important. The Old Testament depicts 

an account of the death of both these characters; they were each "taken 

up" in mysterious circumstances and after suffering. It was widely 

believed that various Old Testament figures would appear at the end of 

this world and play a part in the events leading to it. Traditionally, they 

have been held to represent the "Law and Prophets" (Rev 11.3) which 

witness to Jesus. Mark may have seen the Transfiguration as a disclosure 

of God's eschatological purpose. 
 

The Transfiguration shows Jesus as the Son of Man and the Son of God 

who inaugurates the kingdom of God and the new covenant relationship 
between God and his people. Whether it is an attempt to interpret an 

historical event is impossible to say.  Mark portrays an eschatological 

message by using a recognisable genre and symbolism. Jesus is the 

Messiah because he must suffer but the Transfiguration portrays the 

glory which is beyond the suffering. It confirms the truth about Jesus, that 

above all he is God, and that in him God comes among us not only to 

share our humanity, but to be transfigured with it by giving up his life, 

sacrificially, for our salvation. In the Transfiguration it is this truth which 

is revealed to us. 

 

Christopher Hardwick 
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August 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Tues 1 7.30 pm Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road 

 7.30 pm Exon Singers concert 

 9 pm  Compline 

  

Wed 2 10.30 am Holy Communion followed by coffee in aid of 

   the SEED project 

 1 pm  Exon Singers harp recital 

 7.30 pm Exon Singers concert 

 9 pm  Compline 

  

Thurs 3 11 am Funeral of Howard Moule 

 1 pm  Exon Singers song recital 

 7.30 pm Exon Singers concert 

 9 pm  Compline 

 

Fri 4 10 am Holy Dusters 

 10 am  Coffee morning in church 

 4 pm  Exon Singers BBC recording  

 7.30 pm Exon Singers concert 

 9 pm  Compline 

   

Sat 5  12 noon Marriage blessing of David Brimacombe & Jennifer   

   Hotchkiss (St Michael’s, Brentor) 

 1 pm  Exon Singers organ recital 

 7.30 pm Exon Singers concert 

 

Sun 6 TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Festival Eucharist with the Exon Singers 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Mon 7 2 pm  Funeral of Derek Stephens 

 

Wed 9 10.30 am Holy Communion 

  

Fri 11 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee & cream teas in church 
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August 2017 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Sat 12 10 am Intercessors’ Prayer Group 

 12.30 pm Marriage of Sean Greenwood & Ilona Ivanova 

 2 pm  Marriage of Simon Catling & Joanna Knight  

       (St Michael’s, Brentor)

  

Sun 13 NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brentor 

 

Wed 16 10.30 am Holy Communion 

  

Fri 18 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee and Cream Teas in church 

 

Sat 19 3.30 – 6.30 Church Bell Peal 

   

Sun 20 TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion 

 9.45 am Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brentor 

 

Wed 23 10.30 am  Holy Communion 

  

Fri 25 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10.30 am Art Exhibition & cream teas in church 

 

Sun 27 ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion with Baptism 

 9.45 am Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am All-Comers’ Family Service – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brentor 
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From the Vicarage 
 

“The Way Ahead” 
 

On the 14th July over 150 people from our Church and community came 

to a buffet supper in the Town Hall in Tavistock to hear about the “The 
Way Ahead” and plans to celebrate the 700th Anniversary of Tavistock 

Parish Church. Full details of forthcoming events will be published over 

the coming months. I want to take this opportunity to thank those who 

helped make this event possible: David Parkin for his organisation of the 

event, John Rea, James Teague and Katie Stevenson (from the Diocese 

of Exeter) for speaking at the event, and Sean Sweeney and the choir of 

St Eustachius’ Church, together with “Gin and Pimms” for their musical 

entertainment.  A huge thank you also to Cathy Sherlock, the Social 

Committee, and all the helpers who provided food and much needed 

help during the evening.  I have received many appreciative comments 

from those who came to the supper and thank everyone involved for 

making this Church/Community event possible. 
 

Journeying with God 
 

For many, August is a time for holidays.  For most of us, holidays are 

straight-forward and simple, but for some they have a deeper 

significance.   For some there is a need, almost an urge, to travel and to 

visit new places. Human beings are, by nature, wanderers and explorers. 

Our forebears were hunter-gatherers and not settled people.  In many 

cultures, there is a tradition of journeying – nations, tribes and groups 
“on the move”.  In the Bible there are lots of stories of people on the 

move.  The Exodus, where the people of Israel escaped from Egypt and, 

after a 40 year journey, entered the promised land, is perhaps the most 

well-known example from the Old Testament.  In the New Testament, 

the first disciples were literally followers of Jesus and they travelled with 

Jesus from place to place as he taught about the Kingdom of God.  They 

left their homes, their settled lives and their places of work as they 

responded to his call.  There is a tradition within the Christian faith of 

Christians being people who are on the move and on a journey - literally, 

followers of “The Way”. 
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The Christian faith has been spread by people who are prepared to 

travel, and the theme of life as a “journey”, or as a pilgrimage, is at the 

very heart of our faith.  It means that we are called to a life that is not 

settled, a life in which we are prepared to move on.  This is particularly 

true as we live in a time of significant change.   
 

The idea of journeying is, of course, not simply about a physical journey, 

it is also about an internal journey which involves both the heart and the 

mind.  We know from our own experiences of life that often we travel 

huge distances inside ourselves because of experiences we have. These 

experiences can take us to a new understanding of what it is to be 

ourselves in relationship with God and with others. 
 

The Christian life is a journey towards God, in the company of God, and 

in the company of each other.  It is a journey we are all to take and 

something which is beneficial for us all.  This month, if you are able to 
do so, set a little extra time aside for your journey with God. 
 

With my love and prayers, 

Chris Hardwick 

 
PRAYER OF THE MONTH 

 

A Celtic Caim or Circle Prayer 
 

Circle me, Lord, 

keep love within, keep hate out, 

keep joy within, keep fear out, 

keep peace within, keep harm and worry out, 

keep light within, keep darkness out. 

May you stand in the circle with me, today and always. 
 

chosen by Hilary Johnson 
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Tel: 01822 616747 

Collacombe Down, Lamerton, Tavistock Devon PL19 8SD 

MOT TESTING STATION     SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

GENERAL SHOP ~ ACCESSORIES 

SELF SERVICE & ATTENDED PETROL & DIESEL 
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The Bedford Hotel 

The Bedford — Tavistock’s 

favourite retreat 

A warm welcome awaits. 

Join us for: 

Morning Coffee 
Bar Lunch 

Sunday Lunch 

Dinner 

 

Tel 01822 613221 

www.bedford-hotel.co.uk 

           
 

Try the 
Toe Nail Cutting Service 
By qualified technician £10 

Note this service is not suitable for everyone 
 

 
 

Available at TASS Anchorage 
Centre on Wednesday and Bere 
Ferrers Church Hall on Friday. 

 
For an appointment  

call Pat on 07845 932597 
 or 01822 610262 

 

www.patwarne.com 

Also offering full 
Reflexology £25 

per hour 

 

Having Trouble 
Reaching Your Feet? 

 

 

Morris Bros 
Funeral 

Directors 
Established in 1870 

Your local independent Funeral Director 
is owned & run by the fifth generation of 

the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke. 

We provide a qualified, professional & 
sensitive service to the people of 

Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon & 

Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford 
Foundry providing you with a very 

personal service regardless of the time of 

day or night. Call for a 24 hour service 

on         01822 612023 

The Old Bedford Foundry 

Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 
 

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available 

www.morrisbros.co.uk 



 

 

10 

The binding of Isaac  
by Assistant Priest Revd. Mike Loader 
 

Have you ever experienced that niggling ‘still small voice’ of the Holy 

Spirit? Maybe speaking to you, telling you, or revealing to you, something 

that you would rather not hear? And then your will, in a conscious 

response, ignores that ‘still small voice’? I certainly have. And what is the 

usual consequence when at some time later you look back? If it is 

anything like in my experience it is “If only I had listened and obeyed, it 

would have been a lot better”. It is probable, more than likely, that I 

would also have saved myself from a great deal of emotional, spiritual, 

and even financial, heartache. I wonder, can any of you relate to such an 

experience?  
 

Some weeks ago our Old Testament reading was from Genesis 22, the 

story of Abraham and Isaac. What were Abraham’s emotions, how did 

he feel, when God asked him to sacrifice his son Isaac, the son of God’s 

own promise to him, the son for whom he and Sarah had waited so 

long? I guess his emotions were very mixed and confused. How could 

he possibly tell Sarah what God had just asked of him? 
 

This story of the ‘binding of Isaac’, known as the Akedah in Jewish 

tradition, is significant to all three religions, Judaism, Christianity and 

Islam, but with somewhat different interpretations. In Islam, for 

example, Ishmael, Abraham’s son by Sarah’s slave woman Hagar, 

replaces Isaac, just as many of the Old Testament stories take on 

different slants in the Koran. 
 

But especially for Christians, and for some Jews, this story takes on a 

very deep spiritual significance, being a pointer, a type, to the sacrificial 

death of Messiah, our Lord Jesus. And for us today it speaks of the 

essential necessity for obedience in our walk as disciples. Not human 

rights, whatever they are and from where ever they have come from, 

but of our prime responsibility to the commandments of God. 

Commandments revealed to us in the Old Testament scriptures, and 

ultimately in the life and teaching of our Lord Jesus. Jesus, God’s Son, 

Messiah, was also the Son of promise, promised from before the 

foundation of the world itself, promised to bring us salvation and 
reconciliation to a Holy and just God. 
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Before we take a closer look at this story, so how old do you think Isaac 

was when he went with his father Abraham to be sacrificed on mount 

Moriah?  Depending on the translation you read (22v5) says he was ‘a 

boy’, ‘a lad’ or ‘a youth’, so how old is that? As we have no specific age 

given for Isaac in our story we can but guess. We do know that Sarah 

was 90 when she gave birth to Isaac, and 127 when she died after this 

event. Some even say it was the shock of Abraham taking Isaac to be 

sacrificed that triggered Sarah’s death, in which case he would have been 

36, and Josephus in his Jewish history gives Isaac’s age as 25. We have 

no definitive answer to his age. 
 

What we do know is that Abraham, in his obedience to God’s demand, 

had such faith that he could say to the young men with him, “I and the 

lad will go and worship and come again.” Clearly Abraham had some 

hope in the resurrection. 
 

We also see the confusion of Isaac as he carried the wood for the fire 

of the sacrifice when he said to Abraham, “My father, behold the fire 

and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” (22v7) 
 

Then we have that most prophetic reply from Abraham, “God will 

provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering?” (22v8) Did Abraham 

have some inkling that God was in fact not going to require him to 

sacrifice Isaac and so annul the previous promise God had made to him 

that, “I will make of you a great nation?” (Gen 12v2) But we as Christians 

can also see the Messianic undertone, God would at the cross of 

Calvary, provide himself, in the form of Jesus, the lamb that was to take 

away the sin of the world.      
 

We may also safely say that if Isaac, a strong young man, went willingly 

with Abraham, this gives even greater significance and poignancy to our 

understanding of this story being a parallel with what we read in the 

gospels about Jesus. The sacrifice of Isaac was one of God’s ways in the 

Old Testament of pointing to our Lord Jesus, for both Isaac and Jesus, 

we could say using the words of Isaiah (53v7b) were, “like a lamb that 

is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep before its shearers is silent, so 

he opened not his mouth.”   
 

In our story there are not recorded any other words from Isaac other 
than his question to his father Abraham; he does indeed appear like a 
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sheep before its shearers - silent, and not opening his mouth. There is 

much made of that silence in the Jewish understanding of this story. 
 

We then come to the unspeakable act itself - human sacrifice, something 

specifically condemned by God in the way He later judged the pagan 

nations of Canaan. Abraham was by now an old man, well over 120, so, 

if he were to bind Isaac and put him on the pyre without a natural 

struggle with his son, Isaac must have gone willingly to the sacrifice, just 

like our Lord Jesus went willingly to the cross to die for your sin and 

mine. 
 

Then, as Abraham is about to bring down the knife, the Angel of the 

Lord speaks, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, for now I know that you 

fear God” (22v12). Abraham’s obedience was rewarded by the ram 

caught in the thicket by its horns; it provided the sacrifice in place of 

Isaac. Can you imagine the sigh of relief coming from Isaac, and the lifting 

of the burden from Abraham’s shoulders.  Yet in some Jewish 

interpretations the soul of Isaac had already left him and so he did in 

effect experience resurrection. Unknowingly, this Jewish understanding 

just enhances the parallel to Jesus who burst forth from the tomb and 

rose again on Easter day. 
 

Notice also that from our text there is no mention of Isaac returning 

with his father to the young men waiting with the donkey. Isaac just 

disappears from the story. There is again much speculation in Jewish 

exegesis as to the meaning of this, but not for now. 
 

So how do we understand the term ‘the Angel of the Lord’? In the Old 

Testament this can often be interpreted as an appearance of the pre-

incarnate Lord Jesus. We call this a theophany - a visible manifestation 

of God to humankind. You may like to think of other occasions when 

this occurred. And remember what Jesus once said to the Jews 

(John8v58) “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw it, 

and was glad.” Maybe here Jesus is referring to such a meeting with 

Abraham. 
 

And a final observation from our story, another prophetic word from 

Abraham. “Abraham called the name of that place ‘The Lord-Yahweh 

will provide.’” (22v14), and if we use the older interpretation of the 
name of God, Jehovah, then this place becomes Jehovah-jireh, a worship 

song of not so many years ago. Listen to it on U-tube. 
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We know that later God again provided on the mount of the Lord, on 

mount Moriah in Jerusalem, where the Temple was later build for 

worship and sacrifice. The western wall of the Temple Mount became a 

special place of prayer for us when Joy and I lived there some four years 

ago. But those Temple sacrifices could not forgive sin once and for all; 

they had to be continually offered to God. For that another mount was 

required, Calvary, where on the cross Jesus, the true lamb of God, 

sacrificed himself willingly that my sin, your sin, could be forgiven once 

and for all, as we choose to put our faith, trust and hope in him.  
 

So what lesson are we to learn from this story? In the words of the 

prophet Samuel when chastising king Saul for his presumption and 

arrogance, “It is better to obey than to sacrifice”. (1 Sam 15v22).  

If we are going to be in obedience to Jesus’s words, we should also take 

heed of what Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me”. (Mtt16v24). 
 

Discipleship may be costly, but the eternal reward is beyond measure. 
 

Blessings to you all,  

Mike Loader 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you shop on line? 

 
Register with “easyfundraising”. Nominate St Eustachius, Tavistock, as 
your chosen charity.  Proceed to the Suppliers, make your purchase and a 
donation will be made to the church, by the supplier, without involving 
you in any further expense. 
The Church is very grateful for your donation made by this method. 
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Tidings from Tavistock … 
 

“The Way Ahead  

– Supporting Your Parish Church” 
 

An appeal has been made to the community to help secure the future 

of Tavistock Parish Church as it prepares to celebrate its 700th 

anniversary next year.  
 

Chris Hardwick, speaking at a buffet supper attended by 150 guests, 

including Geoffrey Cox MP and the Mayors of Tavistock and West 

Devon, at the town hall on 14 July, said: ‘Moving forward we face a 

challenge. Last year it cost the church £174,000 to do all that we did, 

but with total income of £155,000 a year, we have a funding gap. It is a 

shortfall of £19,000 a year –that is £365 every week, nearly £52 every 

day. We are entirely self-financing and receive no financial support from 

the government, or the national church, or from endowments, and so 

we are looking as a matter of urgency to bridge that gap’. 
 

He stressed that the church was working hard to reduce its deficit and 

for its anniversary its priority was to eliminate the existing deficit to 

secure a firm, financial footing for the future. ‘To do this we need your 

help, please, to add to the support of those within the church. Can we 

dig deep?’ 
 

Chris said church organisers were optimistic about the future and funds 

were already set aside for the first phase of the 700th Anniversary 

project; to make the vestry roof watertight.  He also outlined aims for 

a longer term re-ordering plan, which include the provision of a new 

galley and toilets and improved heating, electrical and sound systems; 

enhancing the church’s musical provision through a new chorister/organ 

scholarship scheme; an enhanced programme of concerts and events; 

re-instating access to the church via the tower using landscaping and a 

lych-gate to “re-connect” the church to West Street. 
 

He added: ‘Other  plans to mark our 700th anniversary through a variety 

of church and community events are progressing well and will happen -   

2018 promises to be a busy and exciting year!’ 
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-------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Friends’ Golf Tournament 
 

John Rea, 

Chair of The Friends, 

presenting the trophy to 

winner 

Simon Hirst 

 

 
The hotly contested 

competition was held at 

Tavistock Golf Club on 

Sunday 23 July. 

 

 

 

DROP IN AND SHARE OUR 

BIG NEWS! 
 

Please drop in to our Open Day at the Parish Centre 

(to the side of the vicarage in Plymouth Road) 
 

on September 20th, from 10am to 4pm 
 

Enjoy refreshments and chat with our team about our 

700th centenary plans and  

"The Way Ahead" 
EVERYONE WELCOME! 
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Mission of the Month………The SEED Project 
The SEED Project works with rural poor communities in Zimbabwe, 

where unemployment is at around 90%.  They believe in holistic 

community development leading to the eradication of poverty at 

grassroots level. Their ethos is to ask a community what they need to 

improve their situation, they listen and then in cooperation, they set a 

plan of action to help communities in upgrading skills which leads to self-

income generation and sustainability.  They teach one family member 

and then that knowledge is passed to another family member and the 

greater community.  
 

There are many successful market gardening projects in rural areas 

around Harare.  Each group formalises expectation and sets up a 

constitution, teaching the best cultivation methods, record-keeping and 

marketing techniques.  SEED’S senior community development worker 

is Robert Kazunga, and he tells of a new group of farmers who work in 

Murehwa, an hour’s drive from the capital. A demonstration day was 

held there with the assistance of Mr Tarakimu and Ms Sande (the new 

officer assigned to SEED).  The group was taught how to plant an onion 

crop, prepare seed beds and transplant crops.  They were encouraged 

to transplant seed beds during the winter to mitigate the effects of the 

winter crop being affected by the cold by first covering the beds in 

manure, then topsoil, so encouraging heat to circulate.  Excessive rains 

received during the rainy season suggest a cold winter is 

expected.  Seeds and fertilizer were distributed and the group were 

encouraged to choose and use their own resources to eliminate a donor 

mentality syndrome. 
 

SEED’S Community Development Workers have also researched the 

most vulnerable and disenfranchised people in rural Zimbabwe society, 

and these included prisoners, the elderly and orphans.  Naturally all this 

needs financial help and during August on Wednesdays from 11am to 

4pm I will be serving coffee/tea at the back of the Church.  Details about 

SEED will be available and can always be seen on The Mission of the 

Month board at Church. 

  

Do pop in and enjoy a drink and chat.  Eileen Hooper 
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COFFEE MORNINGS 
On the first Friday of each month the Craft Group holds a coffee 
morning in the Parish Church. This has become a very social part of the 
church, and many people visit regularly to join us for coffee, and, of 
course, a chat. We would welcome anyone to come along to either help 
or to just enjoy the companionship during the morning. We always 
have a stall selling gifts and our very popular greetings cards.  

 

During August and September we have weekly coffee mornings on a 
Friday; on some Fridays we follow with cream teas. 

 

C8353 

                                                  BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, 

                                                          PLUMBING AND HEATING 
  

                                                                                               
                                                                                                    8570 

                                                                                T: 01822 841410 

                                                                                    M: 07801 987258 
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Residential Care Home for 

those with learning 

disabilities. 

52 Plymouth Road 

Tavistock, PL19 8BU. 

 

We are pleased 

to sponsor 

St Eustachius’ Church 

TAVISTOCK 610233 

THE LAWNS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Paul Greenhill 
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)  

 

Mobile: 07971 195549 

Tel: 01822 616792 
 

PROFESSIONAL 

TREE CARE 

BY 

Tuell Farm 

Beautiful Stone 

Holiday Cottages 
 

Nestled in the Tamar Valley 

Available for short term lets 

10 minutes from Tavistock 

 
01822 870207 

cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk 

www.tuellfarm.co.uk 

Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off 

Award Winning  
  Evening Valuations & Viewings  

No Restrictive Contracts 
Local, National & London 

Advertising 

Accompanied Viewings 

A 

 

Okehampton 
01837 54080 

Tavistock 
01822 617243 

millertc.co.uk 
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ONE OF                   ’S 

TOP 50 BRITISH 

BOOK SHOPS 

 GENERAL 

 BOOK SHOP & 

 MUSIC SELLER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 

IN WHICH TO BROWSE.  

GROUND AND FIRST 

FLOOR: BOOKS, 

AUDIOBOOKS,  

AND CARDS. 

SECOND FLOOR: 

CDs AND DVDs. 

& THE MUSIC 
ROOM 

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk 
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com 

3 MARKET STREET, 

TAVISTOCK 

TEL 01822 617244 

 

 

 

WE HAVE A      

COMPREHENSIVE 

SELECTION OF TITLES, 

TOGETHER WITH A 

FIRST RATE ORDER 

SERVICE. 

 

 
Offering a complete design and 

fitting service. Visit us in our 

showroom and together we can 

create your Unique Kitchen! 

 

UNIT 8, PLYMOUTH ROAD 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

TAVISTOCK 

PL19 9QN 

TEL: 01822 611278 

 
kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

www.uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

 

 

If it’s on, under or beside the desk, 

we supply it, including the desk! 

 
PCC Office Supplies Ltd 

For all your Business and Domestic 

requirements including: 
 

Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS, 

Office Machines, Cleaning & 

Catering 
 

We guarantee to beat the 

competition and save you money 

with our same day/next day service 
 

Call 01822 810220 

sales@pccofficesupplies.com 

 

 

PCC 

 
         

 

http://www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk/
mailto:kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
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Gulworthy Notes….. 
We are lucky that miners of Gulworthy created our wonderful church 

St Paul’s. Whilst facing the altar we have a plain glass window that in 

the spring changes colour with the bright purple flowers of the 

rhododendron, but we can always see the beauty of the weather 

outside. However, in other churches above the altar they may have 

stained glass to view.  Stained glass windows have been with us since 

the Roman times.  The oldest, I believe, can be seen in Germany, 

Augsburg portraits of Moses, Daniel and other biblical figures. In the 

Middle Ages they were used as the poor man’s bible, allowing those 

who could not read Latin to learn the stories of the Gospels. They 

also could depict local history. In the Renaissance the art declined and 

then in the 19th Century artists took a new look at the art. This 

practice still continues today.  Look carefully at the windows you see 

and then share what you learn with others. It therefore seems very 

fitting that Sally and Christopher Pancheri received a glass ornament 

for the garden depicting their home and Christian ethos from the Tavy 

Youth Group that they started and now are retiring from. We thank 

them for all their hard work and for the memories they have created 

for the children, some now adults (and parents), who have attended 

over the years. 

 

We use other forms of pictures to tell us about things and to enable 

us to share our experiences, such as postcards and photographs, 

particularly when we go away. So for those who are able to have a 

break, even if it is only a day, we wish you a happy holiday. All those 

returning or who are on their first visit to Tavy Community Camp I’m 

sure will have a great time in the fantastic setting, sitting around the 

camp fire and retelling all the adventures of the day. To those who 

have to work during this August period, which we think of as holiday 

time, our thoughts and prayers go out to you but we thank you for all 

you do. 

 

If you have time to spare come and join our working party on Saturday 

5th August at 2.00pm. We are going to cut back the hedges and tidy 

the church yard as well as clean the inside of the church,  giving 
everything a big spruce. So, many hands make light work and all skills 

welcome; drinks will be supplied. 
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Looking forward to October, not only will we have our 5th Sunday 

event but also watch out for details of our Medieval Banquet to be 

held at Morwell Barton by kind permission of Peter Hoskins. This will 

be a fun evening. 

 

Thank you to all who have supported the Dog Show and Fete and our 

5th Sunday Come and Praise at Morwellham Quay. It is wonderful that 

people in our community give us such great support, so thank you. 

Have a lovely August and enjoy the weather no matter what it brings. 

Hilary Marks   

Gulworthy WI 
The President welcomed 26 members and 

introduced Andy Cairns from The West Devon Art 

Workshops. He had brought special clay with him, 

which doesn’t need firing. Members were seated 

round tables and proceeded to create plaques of 
different sizes and shapes. He advised that people with 

dry skin used gloves or hand cream. The creations 

were then carefully wrapped to take home so that when they were dry, 

members could decorate them using different kinds of paint or glitter! 

Jennie Read gave the Vote of Thanks for the fun evening.  
 

The Denman schedule for the forthcoming year has arrived. A “Speakers 

Day” is coming up soon. On September 26th there is to be an Autumn 

showcase at West Point. A trip to Cardiff for Christmas shopping in 

December and actually a pick up point in Tavistock. We would like a 

Craft Day before Christmas.  
 

A letter has been sent, asking for members to vote on a name change to 

“Gulworthy and Tavistock WI”; this will be voted on at the August 

meeting, a two thirds majority of those present needed. Hopefully we 

shall be able to organise a promotion day on the 2nd September. Our 

next meeting is a talk on “Hearing dogs for the deaf”, 7.30pm at TASS, 

and Ali asked for something connected with dogs for our competition. 

Our speaker for this evening picked Brenda Day’s arrangement as the 

winner of our “Wild flower” Competition. We congratulated Sue 

Hodgson for her photo on this month’s magazine.  

      For any further information please phone Rose-Marie Bonnevier  

01822 610566.   
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Brentor News . . . 
 

BRENTOR COMMONS  
 

It seems that nationally it has been a successful year so far for butterflies. 

On the common, even on a drizzly wet day, there were good numbers 

on the wing, flitting along in front of us as we walked around. There 

were plentiful ringlets and meadow browns with the occasional red 

admiral. As well as butterflies there was a pair of golden banded 

dragonflies fiercely patrolling the top path; they settled regularly to give 

us time to make a good identification. The damp dewy weather also 

showed us the vast population of spiders as their webs were rendered 

visible by the droplets that had settled on them. 
 

This month’s umbelliferae are the hogweed and the creamy yellow 

billows of meadowsweet, again having completely replaced the hedge 

bank and roadside valerian of June. The meadowsweet is a real favourite 

of mine; the scent can be overwhelming, even competing with the 

honeysuckle’s cloyingly narcotic smell. It is impossible to resist inhaling 

the scent as one walks past. 
 

The vetches, relatives of the pea family, can now be seen in purple, 

yellow and white varieties representing quite separate species. Patches 

of reddish purple betony are all along the path edges providing pollen 

and nectar for the bumble bees so aptly named as they clumsily career 

from one flower head to the next. 
 

After some work clearing the path to the pond on Liddaton, I saw, sitting 

adjacent to each other, two of the regular birds of that locality, the 

brilliant male yellowhammer and a linnet with lovely crisp reddish 

marking to its breast and forehead. The different postures of the two 

were striking with the slim erect linnet contrasting with the larger and 

stockier more horizontal perching of the yellowhammer. 
 

Barry Albrighton 01822 860445 
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 Open from 
 12.00 noon 
 
 
 Food served 
 From 12pm – 2 pm and 6pm - 8pm 
(9pm if pre-booked) Breakfast served 
Saturdays from 11am-4pm. Check 
website for up to date food times 

 Roasts available all day Sunday 

 Disabled access 

 Baby Changing Facilities 

 Smoking Shelter 

 Large Garden with Children's 
Play area 
Cross House Inn & Restaurant,  

School Road, Metherell, Nr Callington, 
Cornwall, PL17 8BQ 

01579 350482 

Cross House Inn  
& Restaurant 

 
 

E.PASCOE & SON  
 
 

Monumental Masons 

Five Acres 

Gulworthy 

Tavistock 

PL19 8HZ 

Email:  

epascoe@gpamail.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01822 832320 

 

www.epascoeandson.com 

  
 

mailto:epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
http://www.epascoeandson.com/
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Sam – my life changer, thanks to the charity 

‘Hearing Dogs for Deaf People’ 
 

My name is Helen Burridge and I 
have been attending Tavistock 

Parish Church since my parents  

moved to Tavistock in 1969.  

My parents were informed by 

teachers at junior school that I 

appeared slow and advised to 

take me to the doctor, but the 

doctors only confirmed that 

they considered I was slow and 

would “eventually pick it up”! 
 

I first became aware of my 

deafness at the age of 27 back in 

1991.  Work colleagues had 

been saying that my ears were 

dirty and needed syringing!  

Doctors could find nothing 

wrong other than that I had fluid in my middle ear and that they would 

make an appointment with the Audiologist and an operation to drain 

the fluid away in order for my hearing to return to normal.  They 

prescribed me an inhaler and I then had to wait 18 months to see a 
specialist. When I saw the Audiologist his first impression was that I 

was deaf and did not have fluid in the middle ear and the prescription 

had been doing nothing! 
 

I was under Derriford Hospital in Plymouth for approximately two 

years during which time they tried every hearing aid available. 

Eventually, having come to the end of the road, they carried out a 

brain stem test which proved that I had been born with a hearing 

impairment and had lost between 60 and 70% of my hearing in both 

ears.  They then informed me that they couldn’t do anything more for 

me because the hospital couldn't afford digital hearing aids at that time. 
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Eventually my Mother heard about Gary Parker who had gone private 

and my parents eventually persuaded me to go for the best hearing 

aids. 
 

I wanted to find out how to cope and was eventually able to register 

on a Stage 1 British Sign Language Course but unfortunately the Lip-

Reading Class was cancelled due to lack of interest.  I passed the BSL 

Stage 1 in July 1999, but to this date I have never been able to 

successfully enrol on a Lip-Reading Course. 
 

I worked for 17 years for Devon & Cornwall Constabulary as Admin 

Officer in the Force Fixed Penalty Department.  When I was diagnosed 

as being deaf and told by Derriford Hospital there was nothing more 

they could do for me, my work colleagues changed towards me 

considerably.  Many didn't know how to communicate with a deaf 

person and on one particular occasion my Supervisor actually turned 

round and said “Well I am SHOUTING at you”!  I became withdrawn 

and isolated, often not holding a conversation.  I eventually lost my job 

and went to work for HMP Dartmoor Prison.  After three years I 

moved to Immigration which amalgamated with HMRC and more 

recently with National Post Seizure Unit now known as Border Force.  

From the moment of transferring to the Home Office people were 

understanding and supportive of my disability - all I ever wanted was 

for people to accept me for who I am; I don't want sympathy, just 

understanding! 
 

I met Margaret Rogers, the charity’s SW Coordinator, at a Disability 

Meeting at Tavistock Parish Church Centre, when asked to attend by 
the Governor - Ms Claudia Sturt - of HMP Dartmoor.  During my time 

working there, as an Admin Officer in various Departments I took on 

the role of Disability Officer for staff and Prisoners.  Margaret 

informed me that she was working to set up a new SW Puppy 

Socialising and Training Centre and asked if I would like to assist.  I 

became heavily involved as the Branch Secretary of the local fund 

raising group, actively supporting charity events, publicising Hearing 

Dogs at Carnivals and Shows and going to Puppy Socialising 

Gatherings.  The SW Puppy Team all felt that I would be a good 

recipient and should become an Ambassador to give talks and help to 

publicise the Charity’s work.  I had to stop being so active due to my 
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parents’ worsening ill health over the next few years. Both my parents 

passed away in 2011.  I now live alone. 
 

I was fortunate to inherit Monty, my Mother’s Cocker Spaniel, who 

began alerting me when the telephone and doorbell rang but he wasn't 

trained as a hearing dog, and when he was put to sleep in April 2014 I 

felt desperately lost and alone. 
 

Even though I lost contact with everyone in SW Puppy Socialising I had 

already made my mind up that when and if the time came I intended to 

apply for my own Hearing Dog.  I knew it was going to be a long road 

but was so glad I started the process.  On 24th July 2014 I eventually 

received that all important phone call.  I had been invited for a two day 

meet and greet with young black labrador called Sam.  It was love at 

first sight and we bonded almost immediately.  I was then invited for 5 

days training in September supported by my best friend Pam who was 

able to come with me for moral support and to experience this 

wonderful life changing experience. 
 

Sam has done just that, he has turned my life around from feeling as if I 

was in a bottomless pit - a big black void - to one that has been so 

overwhelmingly emotional is the only way I can find to explain 

everything that has happened in the last three years. 
 

Everyone has fallen for those big friendly eyes and Sam is now loved by 

one and all.  He has given me the chance to meet and socialise with 

other dog owners.  He has improved my fitness levels, improved my 

confidence.  We are learning together new experiences like being in 

the same room as a cat!  Overcoming problems together, I feel 

confident and happy to accept challenging roles I would have 

otherwise avoided.  I have a friend in Sam and a Soul Mate.  My friends 

can see a change in me and see my happiness and new found love for 

life.  So much of this is down to Sam! 
 

If anyone is interested in finding out more about the Charity’s work or 

would like to arrange a talk, please do get in contact with me.  

Likewise if anyone would like to assist me in setting up a local fund 

raising group or to assist me at talks, please feel free to contact me. 
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Mission Community Events for August 2017 
 

Tuesday 1st August, 7.30 pm Exon Festival Concert Tavistock Parish 

Church. Tickets £12 available on the door or in advance from Bookstop. 
 

Wednesday 2nd August, 1 pm. Exon Festival lunchtime concert, Tavistock 

Parish Church. Admission Free 
 

Wednesday 2nd August, 2 pm  Moorland Outreach, Mary Tavy Methodist  

Chapel.  Speaker: Dr. Hazel Butland (Mary Tavy).   
 

Wednesday 2nd August, 7 ~ 9 pm  Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short Mat 

Bowls.  
 

Wednesday 2nd August, 7.30 pm Exon Festival Concert Tavistock Parish 

Church. Tickets £12 available on the door or in advance from Bookstop 
 

Thursday 3rd August, 1 pm. Exon Festival lunchtime concert, Tavistock 

Parish Church. Admission Free 
 

Thursday 3rd August, 1 ~ 3 pm  Mary Tavy Chapel Hall, Knit and Natter 

Group (& every Thursday in August). Details Wilma: 01822 810040 
 

Thursday 3rd August, 7.30 pm Exon Festival Concert Tavistock Parish 

Church. Tickets £12 available on the door or in advance from Bookstop 
 

Friday 4th August, 7.30 pm Exon Festival Concert Tavistock Parish Church. 

Tickets £12 available on the door or in advance from Bookstop. 
 

Saturday 5th August, 1 pm Exon Festival lunchtime concert, Tavistock 

Parish Church. Admission Free 
 

Saturday 5th August, 7.30 pm Exon Festival Concert Tavistock Parish 

Church. Tickets £12 available on the door or in advance from Bookstop. 
 

Sunday 6th August, 12 noon ~ 4 pm  Mary Tavy Country Fayre on the 

Recreation Field, Mary Tavy.  
 

Saturday 12th August  Beating of the Bounds in Mary Tavy.   Contact 

Kerri Higham, Parish Clerk for details, and to register to take part  01822 

810786.  
 

Tuesday 22nd August, 10 am ~ 12 noon  Mary Tavy Methodist Chapel 

Hall.  Monthly visit of the Devon Sensory Team. 
 

Friday 25th August, 10.30 am – 4 pm Art Exhibition and Cream Teas, 

Tavistock Parish Church.  
 

Saturday 26th August, 5 pm Barbecue in aid of St. Peter’s Church at 

Harford Bridge Leisure Park, by kind invitation of The Williamson Family.  
 

Bank Holiday Monday 28th August, 2 pm  Peter Tavy Village Fair. 
 

Thursday 31st August, 6:30 pm Barbecue in aid of St. Mary’s Church, at 

Wheal Friendship, Mary Tavy, by kind invitation of Nick and Hazel Butland.     
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Martha’s Page 

 

 

Hello everyone, 

All Schools and Universities have now started their summer 

holidays and I hope the weather will be sunny.  

On Saturday 1st July, Messy Church took place and we 

enjoyed lots of fun activities. There was also a band and a 

picnic enjoyed by everyone who was there.  

During July I took Vestry Group and the children learnt lots 

of new things. One week we talked about Joseph, and the 

children enjoyed listening to the music from the musical while 

they completed their Joseph figures. Another week we 

talked about The Parable of the Sower, and the children 

completed a seed picture of their choice (which was a bit 

messy!)  

 

The final session before 

the summer was filled 

with fun as the children 

had a party outside with 

some games and food.  
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We all look forward to Mary-Jane returning to lead the 

Vestry Group in September, following her operation.  

It is good to hear that the Church is hoping to appoint a 

Catalyst leader with one aim of encouraging more children 

into the Parish Church.  

As I write this page I look forward to the annual Gulworthy 

Fete next Sunday. This is always a very friendly and 

entertaining afternoon.  

I hope you all have a lovely summer and I look forward to 

writing to you all in September.  

With love, Martha x 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Key Date 

Sunday 10 September – Vestry Group restarts 

TAVISTOCK CHURCH SCHOOLS FEDERATION 
 

St Peter’s Junior School       614640 

St Rumon’s Infant School     612085 

 

New entrants are always welcome at both schools 
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Do you feel the creative urge? 

Have you an interesting story 
to tell? 

We would love to hear from 
you! 

 

contact Mandy in the Parish Office 

(details on back cover) 


