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An introduction to St. Mark’s Gospel:  

        The Revd. Keith Yates and Fr. Greg Stanton. 
 

...and they were in the way, going up to Jerusalem;   and Jesus was 

going before them, and they were amazed; and those that followed 

were afraid. (Mark 10:32). 
 

This is for those who, like me, are amazed and afraid on the way to 

Jerusalem.  Mark is the Gospel for us.   Early in the Gospel we come 

across an important distinction.  It is this:   in relation to the Kingdom of 

God there are two sorts of men and women.  There are those inside and 

those outside - insiders and outsiders.  We find this distinction in the 

verses following the parable of the Sower.  Jesus addresses his disciples 

thus: 
 

Unto you is given the mystery of the Kingdom of God;   but unto them 

that are without, all things are done in parables; that seeing they may see 

and not perceive; and hearing they may hear and not understand.  There 

are insiders and outsiders.   The disciples are, it seems, the lucky ones.  

They are let into the secret.  The crowd is intentionally left out in the 

cold, puzzled and excluded.  The distinction is clear enough and we, when 

we read this passage, are reassured.  We stand with the disciples, within, 

in the know.  The mystery of the Kingdom has been given to us by Mark 

himself;   but Mark is teasing us.  He makes this clear distinction, and then 

immediately blurs and smudges it.  The insiders, too, neither perceive nor 

understand.  They, too, are mystified.  Even the disciples have to have the 

parable explained to them.  We, the readers, should feel disconcerted by 

that.   
 

Throughout Mark’s Gospel the disciples are shown in an unhappy state.  

They see all there is to see, and do not perceive.  They hear all there is 

to hear, and yet they do not understand.  They straggle along behind 

Jesus uncomprehending and at a loss: and, as they follow him up to 

Jerusalem to betrayal and crucifixion, they are amazed and afraid ~ but 

surely, Peter is the exception.  Consider him at Caesarea Philippi.  There 

he makes the great confession ‘Thou art the Christ’ (8:29).  Mark has put 

this incident at the very centre of the Gospel.  Peter’s confession is the 

pivot on which the whole narrative turns.  There can be no doubt that 

Peter perceives and understands but, in truth, he is no better off than the 
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rest.  Nowhere afterwards does he show that he has any benefit from his 

great moment in Caesarea Philippi;  and look at what follows:  Jesus, in 

answering Peter, ignores the title ‘Christ’ altogether as though it were 

irrelevant.  Instead he speaks of the Son of man and his sufferings; and, 

when Peter finds this intolerable and rebukes Jesus, he gets a very sharp 

response: ‘Get thee behind me, Satan’ (8:33). 
 

Peter doesn’t really perceive or understand anything.  His very affirmation 

is a sort of denial.  He is, at the same time, both an insider and an 

outsider in the matter of the Kingdom.  In only one place in Mark does 

Jesus openly affirm that he is the Messiah.  It is after his betrayal and 

arrest, and in answer to the question of the High Priest (who is certainly 

a total outsider) ‘Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?’  Jesus said, 

‘I am.’ (14: 16-62).  Note what follows immediately:  Peter’s denial of 

Christ.  Three times he denies him; on the third time, perhaps, even 

cursing him.  It is a neat reversal of his confession at Caesarea Philippi.  

Indeed, it is more than a reversal.  It is its very cancellation;   and that is 

the last we hear of Peter.  At the end of the Gospel this first of the 

disciples, Peter the champion of faith, remains wholly un-rehabilitated.   

Mark’s Gospel is very puzzling.  It is a story about the failure to 

understand the story.  Peter and the rest are locked into ambiguity.  They 

are both insiders, those given the mystery of the Kingdom of God, and 

outsiders, who see and do not perceive, who hear without 

comprehension.  
 

We should sympathise with their condition.  That is precisely where we 

stand.  The enigmatic character of Mark is no accident.  Contradiction, 

paradox is built into the very structure of the Gospel and it defines the 

character of our engagement with it.  In reading Mark we are both 

enlightened and mystified.  The text to be interpreted resists 

interpretation.  It is the most perplexing of Gospels.   As an instance, 

consider this: Mark begins with a confident proclamation, a trumpet call 

‘The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God’.  It ends 

with silence and terror with the women at the empty tomb who ‘said 

nothing to anyone, for they were afraid’ (16:8).  Mark leaves us, his 

readers, wondering and at a loss.  All stories should have a proper ending.  

In a proper ending, misunderstandings are cleared up, obscurities 

resolved so that the whole story makes sense and hangs together.  We 
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prefer happy endings, too, but there is no rejoicing at the end of Mark.  

He denies us the satisfactions of a proper conclusion.  We are also left 

speechless, astonished and fearful, like the women. 
 

After the Resurrection, the women at the tomb are in precisely the same 

condition as the disciples before it; those disciples who were amazed and 
afraid on the way to Jerusalem.   At the beginning, proclamation.  At the 

end, silence.  Mark’s Gospel leaves us with ambiguity.  We see and do not 

perceive;   we read and do not understand.  We can never arrive at a 

satisfactory reading of Mark.  All our interpretations are partial, 

inadequate, distortions to be corrected.  He gives us no rest.  In reading 

Mark we come to know ourselves as simultaneously both insiders and 

outsiders in the matter of the mystery of the Kingdom of God.   
 

In reading Mark we are reminded of our status as justified sinners.  Our 

relation to his Gospel reflects the nature of our engagement with the 

living God.  There are some, perhaps, who live comfortably with Mark’s 
Gospel, who have plumbed its depths and are ready to proclaim the 

single, simple truth which they find in it: but I do not know how we can 

approach it otherwise than with fear and amazement in its mystery, its 

opacity, its resistance to every attempt to make it conform to our wishes.  

In Mark, Jesus and his Kingdom are beyond our understanding.  He goes 

before his disciples up to Jerusalem to his Passion.  He goes before them 

at the end into Galilee.  He is always ahead, beyond them and us, and our 

comprehension. 
 

Jesus in Mark’s Gospel embodies the mystery, the ‘impenetrable 
incognito’ of the transparent God.  The Gospel is not a clear window 

upon truth.  It is rather (and the image is not mine) like a closed door.  

We are only dimly aware of the radiance it hides.  In this it reflects our 

engagement with God himself, and the relation of sinful men, with the 

Holy.  It is by mercy that the door remains shut.  We could not face the 

overwhelming radiance of the Divine.  Such matters cannot be easily 

spoken of.  Our Tractarian forebears spoke of Reserve; a proper awe and 

reticence in speaking of the Holy.  It is something too often forgotten in 

our own day.  The fire of divine love cannot be domesticated.  It cannot 

be brought within the limits of our perception and understanding.  We 

cannot live at ease with it.  We are but justified sinners accounted 

righteous solely by the merits of Jesus Christ.  Thus we are, at once, both 
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insiders and outsiders.  On the one hand we are given the mystery of the 

Kingdom of God.  On the other, we are those who see and do not 

perceive and who hear without comprehension.  The nature of our 

engagement with Mark’s Gospel is an apt mimesis of our status. 

In the light of this, it is not surprising that as Christians we not only 

rejoice in the gift of faith, but also, on occasions, are amazed and afraid on 

the way to Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

      
      

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for the month 
 
 Lord 
 The resurrection of Your Son 
 has given us new life and renewed hope. 
 Help us to live as new people 
 in pursuit of the Christian ideal. 
 Grant us wisdom to know what we must do, 
 the will to want to do it, 
 the courage to undertake it,  
 the perseverance to continue to do it,  
 and the strength to complete it. 
 

chosen by Pam Hunter 
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April 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

 

Sun 1 EASTER DAY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with a  

   group for children 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Holy Communion – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Tue 3 7.30 pm Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road 

 

Wed 4 10.30 am Holy Communion  

 2 pm  Handicraft Group – parish centre 

 3.30 pm Messy Church 

  

Fri 6 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 

 

Sat 7 12.30 pm Tavistock’s Old Time Music Hall – parish centre 

 1 pm  Marriage of Matthew Smallacombe and Kimberly Swann – 

   St Michael’s, Brentor 

 2 pm  Marriage of Christopher Tanton and Holly Krotke 

  

Sun 8 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with  

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 11.30 am Family Worship 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s  

  

Wed 11 10.30 am Holy Communion  

  

Fri 13 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 
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April 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

  

 

Sun 15 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with 

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Holy Communion for Healing and Wholeness 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michaels’, Brent Tor 

 

Tue 17 7.30 pm  Brentor PCC 

 

Wed 18 10.30 am  Holy Communion  

 2 pm  Handicraft Group – parish centre 

  

Thurs 19 2 pm  ‘Living with Bereavement’ – parish centre 

 

Fri 20 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in Church 

 

Sat 21 12 pm Marriage of Tariq Tonna-Morgan and Esther Friday 

 7.30 pm Tavistock Music Festival Chamber Ensemble of London 

  

Sun 22 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion with Baptism 

 9.45 am Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 2 pm St George’s Day Parade Service 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 7.30 pm Tavistock Music Festival Levowan XII Choir 

 

Mon 23 6.30 pm Tavistock Music Festival Mount Kelly College 

 

Tue 24 1 pm  Tavistock Music Festival lunchtime concert by 

   Wessex Piano Duo 

  

Wed 25 10.30 am  Holy Communion  

 6.30 pm Tavistock Music Festival Mount Kelly College 

 7 pm  Holy Communion and Tavistock APCM 
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April 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

  

 

Thurs 26 1 pm  Tavistock Music Festival lunchtime concert by 

   Mary Mazur-Park 

 

Fri 27 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 9.30 am Mount Kelly Foundation Service 

 7.30 pm Plymouth Area Police Choir concert 

   

Sat 28 7.30 pm Tavistock Music Festival Divertimento Quartet/Vocal Accord 

 

Sun 29 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with 

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Morning Prayer – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am All-Comers’ Family Service - Gulworthy 

 6 pm A Festival of Music for Worship 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

 

________________________________ 
 

Where was the Stable and Inn?   
Mike Loader, Assistant Priest, St Eustachius’ 
 

I know that it is now the glorious season of Easter where we celebrate 

the bursting forth from the stone cold tomb of our great Saviour, the 

Lord Jesus, but may we conclude our brief studies of the birth narrative 

before the Summer takes over. 
 

I left you last month with the question, ‘What of that manger?’ Well, you 

can breathe a sigh of relief, you do not have to give up on there being a 

manger, but you do need to give up the inn, and to rethink the stable. 
 

The problem starts from us not understanding the cultural significance of 

Luke 2:7, and a mistranslation for the word that we have there as inn. 
Kenneth Bailey, who lived in the Middle East for many years, and who ran 

the same house group some years before me in Nicosia, discusses this 
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problem thoroughly in his book ‘Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes’, and 

it is well worth reading. There he says;  

“For more than a hundred years scholars resident in the Middle East have 

understood Luke as referring to a family room with mangers cut into the 

floor at one end. If this interpretation is pursued, there remains the 

question of the identity of ‘the inn’. What precisely was it that was ‘full?”  

 
So let us try to answer that question. The Greek word in Luke 2:7 

translated as ‘inn’ is katalyma, which is not the ordinary word used for a 

commercial inn. In the parable of the ‘Good Samaritan’ (Lk10:25-37) the 

wounded man was taken to the ‘pandocheion’, a place that receives all, a 

commercial inn. 
 

Later in his gospel Luke (22:10-12) describes how the disciples were to 

go and find a room to celebrate the last supper. Here is the only other 

place where Luke uses the word katalyma, and it is translated as ‘the 

guest room’. 
 

So what is the text of the gospel saying? Jesus was placed in a manger 

(located in the family room) because in that home, the guest room was 

already full. 
 

So where do all our misconceptions, and elaborations, of the Christmas 

story come from? Most likely from a ‘Christian novel’ called ‘The 

Protoevangelism of James’, which had nothing to do with Saint James, but 

was written by an unknown Christian around the year AD200. You really 
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do need to read that account for yourselves, if you want ‘an unbelievably 

good story’. It is so full of many ‘imaginative’ details, and has given rise to 

the idea that Mary gave birth approaching Bethlehem, miraculously and in 

a cave on her own. And so that story, and others, have distorted the 

straight gospel account! 
 

We could perhaps summarise by saying, Mary and Joseph were returning 

to Joseph’s home town, known locally as ‘the city of David’. There, as a 

descendent of King David, many of the doors of the town would have 

been open to him, and to his pregnant young wife, in typical Middle 

Eastern hospitality fashion. There was enough time for them to find 

accommodation, but if none were available in Bethlehem, then only a few 

miles away was the home of Mary’s cousin Elizabeth at Ein Kerem, with 

whom she had stayed just a few months earlier.  
 

So perhaps when they arrived in Bethlehem, the home of a relation that 

they had expected to stay with already had its guest room full for the 
large turnout for the census. That family then shared their own room 

with the Holy Family; remember most ordinary homes were just one 

room (see parable where the lamp gives light to all in the house Matthew 

5:15), and it was there where the baby Jesus was born, wrapped in 

clothes, as was the custom at that time, and placed in a straw filled 

manger. A manger where the family animals would normally feed during 

the night, after they had come in to the house from the outside yard. 
 

So maybe that is the authentic Christmas story of Jesus, the image of the 

invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. Jesus, the one in whom all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell. The one who has reconciled you 

and me, sinners, to our most Holy God and Father, and the Lord and 

Master we seek to serve and follow as disciples.  

We should all be so excited and thankful to be Christians, God’s adopted 

Sons and Daughters.  
 

Blessings at this Eastertide to you all, Mike 
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Tel: 01822 616747 

Collacombe Down, Lamerton, Tavistock Devon PL19 8SD 

MOT TESTING STATION     SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

GENERAL SHOP ~ ACCESSORIES 

SELF SERVICE & ATTENDED PETROL & DIESEL 
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The Bedford Hotel 

The Bedford — Tavistock’s 

favourite retreat 

A warm welcome awaits. 

Join us for: 

Morning Coffee 
Bar Lunch 

Sunday Lunch 

Dinner 

 

Tel 01822 613221 

www.bedford-hotel.co.uk 

           
 

Try the 
Toe Nail Cutting Service 
By qualified technician £12 

Note this service is not suitable for everyone 
 

 
 

Available at TASS Anchorage 
Centre on Wednesday. 

 
For an appointment  

call Pat on 07845 932597 
 or 01822 610262 

 

www.patwarne.com 

Also offering full 
Reflexology £25 

per hour 

 

Having Trouble 
Reaching Your Feet? 

 

 

Morris Bros 
Funeral 

Directors 
Established in 1870 

Your local independent Funeral Director 
is owned & run by the fifth generation of 

the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke. 

We provide a qualified, professional & 
sensitive service to the people of 

Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon & 

Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford 
Foundry providing you with a very 

personal service regardless of the time of 

day or night. Call for a 24 hour service 

on         01822 612023 

The Old Bedford Foundry 

Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 
 

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available 

www.morrisbros.co.uk 
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Tidings from Tavistock … 

 

Summer Festival 2018 
 

Faith, fellowship and fun - a celebration of 700 years! 
 

Friday 8 June to Thursday 14 June 
 

What does ‘celebration’ mean to you?  What, if asked, would you choose 
to depict just one aspect of the church’s 700 year history?  Combining 
celebration, the past, and, of course, the present and future, we are 
planning to hold a Summer Festival as part of the 700th Anniversary 
Celebrations of St. Eustachius’. The idea is to invite the various groups in 
the church to create displays to celebrate, with historical artifacts if 
possible, the life of St. Eustachius’ church.  The event will include floral 
displays as well as contributions from the various groups within the 
Church and, hopefully, bring many visitors to join in the celebration of this 
historic milestone.   
 

It is planned to have a number of items which are rarely seen in their 
entirety on display, such as church vestments, silver and some parish 
records.  We are asking the different groups if they would like to 
contribute a display to showcase their activities. Information about the 
history of the church will be available, alongside Messy Church and 
musical activities during the week. Photos of past events will also be an 
important part of the exhibits being shown. 
 

The floral displays will be provided by local businesses and schools, all of 
whom have already been engaging with the concept in a very positive 
way.  
 

Can you help? Can any group that you belong to in the church help?  
This is an event for us all to get involved – the church stands at the centre 
of the town, let’s show that we are also at the heart of the community, 
especially in this, our 700th year!  
 

Refreshments and anniversary merchandise will be on sale. 
 

There are opportunities for everyone to get involved and we do need your 
help to make this event a success.  
For further information please contact: 
David Parkin 614931 
Hilary Sanders 07810 301376 or Pam Hunter 614200 
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MISSION OF THE MONTH  
 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
 

A quote from Archbishop Justin: ‘Mothers’ 

Union has always been at the heart of the 

church and community.  For 140 years faith and 

action have been at the core of what you do. I 

have seen this for myself both at home and abroad. You truly are the 

heart and love of the church.’ 

We are a movement of Christians who work as volunteers in local 

communities (of all faiths and none) enabling them to have the confidence 

and skills to transform their lives in a sustainable way and giving 

individuals in need a helping hand. 

Parenting Programmes continue to make a great difference in 

communities around the world. This programme helps parents with 

problems ranging from lack of finance and unemployment to poor 

behavioural management, all of which can create a lot of stress in families.  

What they learn empowers parents to deal with all these issues, 

providing a vital contribution towards maintaining stability in family life. 

Parenting programmes are happening as far apart as Myanmar, Jamaica 

and Guyana. 

Work in Prisons. Across the world Mothers’ Union visits prisoners and 

supports families.  In the Honiara men’s prison in the Solomon Islands, 

Danny and Alan took part in the parenting programme. Danny is now a 
facilitator for the programme and working with other Dads. “I didn’t 

know there were ways to do parenting before, our cultural ways are 

different,” he said. Danny and Alan now encourage others in prison to do 

the programme which will help their community when they are released.  

Here in Britain and Ireland members work as volunteers in 85 prisons. 

Here in our Diocese knitted items made by members and sent to 

refugees and asylum seekers have been acknowledged and very much 

appreciated.  Two boxes of books were taken to HM Prison Dartmoor in 

June for the Big Book Show. The gift was really appreciated and the 

books will be used in the visitors’ centre, in both the waiting area and the 

room where families meet.  The ‘Away from it All Holidays’ gave 22 

holidays last summer involving 82 people altogether. One letter of thanks 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=siDXeU5n&id=1A00CBDA26C53D3743BA5E37C7CF452AD4F1EDA7&thid=OIP.siDXeU5n4EU1NvJXzMfdygHaIH&mediaurl=http://www.payhembury.org.uk/images/mothers_union_logo.jpg&exph=217&expw=198&q=mothers+union+logo&simid=608020058177276561&selectedIndex=5
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ended: ‘So thank you from the bottom of my heart and soul for what you 

gave me and my boys. I hope you carry on doing this for other people, 

and shine as a light into their lives when it may seem so dark’. 

As always, all work carried out is underpinned by prayer which is at the 

heart of all that Mothers’ Union undertakes. 

Jenny Tremaine 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

On Saturday, March 24 more than 30 members of St Eustachius' 

Parish Church choir, guest singers and members of the congregation 

travelled to Wells in Somerset to sing the Evensong in the Cathedral.  

Dr Peter King, Organist Emeritus, Bath Abbey, accompanied the 

choir. The programme included Richard Ayleward's Responses, the 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in G by Herbert Sumsion and the 

anthem, Lord Let Me Know Thine End by Maurice Greene   

The choir was delighted that the Vicar, Chris Hardwick, and his wife 

Sarah were able to join them.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Repair of the Vestry Roof  

 

The Work 
 The repair of the vestry roof will begin shortly after Easter 

 The work will be carried out by JB Roofing Services of Tavistock, 
and is likely to run between 9th April and 15th June.  

 There will be scaffolding around the vestry for the period of the 

work 

 The contractors’ team of four will be on site Monday to Friday 

 The PCC has agreed that the contractors can use the vestry as 

their welfare facility 

 The vestry will be cleaned regularly to ensure that use by the 

choir, the clergy team and other users can continue without 

disruption throughout 

 JB Roofing will ensure that there is no disruption to services and 
other church activities throughout 

 Nick Clark, leader of the Fabric Team is acting as project manager 

 Any concerns should be channelled through the Churchwardens 
or Nick Clark who can be contacted via the Parish Office 

 

Fund-Raising 

 The PCC has agreed that there will be a fund-raising campaign for 

the work on the vestry roof 

 The target is to raise £28,000 mainly through a ‘Sponsor a Slate’ 

initiative, similar to the current successful campaign at Truro 

Cathedral 

 It is intended that a fund-raising team is set up as soon as possible 
with a view to the campaign being launched immediately after 

Easter 

 Any member of the congregation who is interested in leading the 

campaign or contributing to it, should contact John Rea [01822 

613420], James Teague [01822  870342/870122] or Hilary Sanders 

[07810 301376] as soon as possible   
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TALES FROM THE TOWER 
 

Last month I mentioned that as part of a nationwide recruiting drive 

(aiming for 1400 new ringers to commemorate the 1400 ringers known 

to have died in the First World War) Tavistock ringers would be holding 
an Open Day (well, a couple of hours anyway) to welcome would-be 

ringers to the ringing chamber, to see what goes on and maybe have a try 

themselves. 
 

What a success! 24 people braved the spiral staircase and enjoyed a 

demonstration on working models and on the bells themselves, and six of 

those declared that they would start attending our Tuesday evening 

practices and learn this fascinating art. 
 

And, to our delight, so they have. We now start at 7pm for our learners 

and give them an hour's teaching before our more advanced practice, 

which ends at 9. We hope that they will all 'stay the course' (that's a 

bellringing pun, by the way) and become regular members of our band. 
 

So what do they have to learn? Well, to handle a bell, for a start - or, 

rather, to handle the rope because we never actually touch, or even see, 

the bells which are higher up in the tower. And that takes quite a few 

weeks, or even months. There's a lot of hand/eye/ear co-ordination to 

grasp and, to begin with, it all seems to happen very quickly. But it's a skill 

which, like riding a bike, once learned never leaves you. And, like all skills, 

it's very satisfying. The physical part of ringing is in itself a unique 

pleasure. 
 

So there's a mental side as well? Indeed there is, and our learners will find 

that, when they have learned to handle their bells properly and safely, 

their journey has only just begun. For then they will begin to learn to 'ring 

the changes'. And that most definitely is not a pun. 
 

'Changes' simply means swapping around the order in which the bells 

sound. They always begin with the lightest bell (the 'treble') which also 

has the highest note, descending to the 'tenor' - the heaviest (and 

deepest-sounding). And they are numbered accordingly - 123456 if there 

are six bells and in Tavistock, where we have ten bells 12345678910. So if 

you change the order to, say, 213546, you have rung some changes. It's 

that easy!       
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Except that you are going to do much, much more than that... 
 

And that's one of the most fascinating things about bellringing. It is an art, 

a physical exercise and a way of thinking, observing and deduction that is 

like nothing else. It is always a challenge. You can stay at a simple, basic 

level and yet ring very musical and attractive changes which will be 
appreciated by your listeners outside, you can progress to the more 

complex but quite straightforward change methods which were evolved 

hundreds of years ago and have solid sounding names like Grandsire and 

Stedman, or you can move into the more advanced and complex sphere 

of 'Surprise' methods which often have regional names (Cambridge, 

Yorkshire, Rutland, Lincolnshire etc). There is even one called Tavistock! 

Each sounds the order of the bells in a different permutation, and all 

produce subtly different music. 
 

At Tavistock we have progressed in the past 20 years from 'call changes' 

in which only two bells change places at a time, to a number of the more 
difficult Surprise methods. We still ring call changes (we're not snobs!) 

because sometimes our band is more suited to them, and we often ring 

those for weddings, which are not an occasion for practising something 

more liable to error - and when ringers make mistakes, everyone knows it! 

And from time to time we attempt a longer stretch, which calls for 

greater concentration, such as the 'quarter peal' of Cambridge Surprise 

Royal ('Royal' meaning the use of all ten bells) which we rang for 

Evensong a few weeks ago, lasting just under an hour. You may have 

heard it. ('Aren't they ever going to stop...?) 
 

Our new learners will have the choice of how far they want to progress. 

For now, we are simply pleased to have them amongst us. We hope to 

have them all ringing competently by November, to help commemorate 

Armistice Day and to remember those ringers, mostly very young men, 

who fell during the First World War. 
 

By that time you too will have learned more about bellringing and also - 

with Easter, St George's Day, a Royal wedding and our own church's 

700th anniversary, not to mention our own ringers' outing and the 

Deanery Ringing Festival - about how we celebrate and mark occasions 

great and small, tucked away up there in our not-so-secret ringing 
chamber. 

Donna Baker 
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Happy Birthday, Sue     Mothering Sunday was cause for double 

celebration as Sue was presented with a bouquet of flowers for her 70th 

birthday, following a joyful service which she led. 
 

She delighted adults and children alike, conducting her sermon from her 

ironing board! The occasion was particularly poignant as she is a mother 

of two children, and has three step-children, two grandchildren, 11 step 

grandchildren and a great-grandchild. 
 

Receiving her flowers she said: ‘I really recommend becoming 70 as all 

sorts of amazing things happen!’ 

 
Sue is pictured after the service with husband Roy and Steve Martin, his 

wife, Caroline, and their son, Henry.     

 

 

  

Plymouth Area Police Choir Concert 

Friday April 27 
Our Churchwarden, Brian Routledge, a chorister at Tavistock Parish 

Church as a boy, is still singing some 70 years later with Plymouth Area 

Police Choir, which is performing at the church on Friday, April 27, in 

aid of its 700th centenary. 
 

Formed in 1972, the choir has some 40 choristers, who are both serving 

and retired police officers. They also include members of the special 

constabulary, civil staff from the Devon and Cornwall Constabulary and 

other forces, besides the Ministry of Defence and British Transport 

Police. Guest singers are SASS Ladies. 
 

Tickets:  £8 from Bookstop or the Parish Office  

£10 on the door 
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                                                  BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, 

                                                          PLUMBING AND HEATING 
  

                                                                                            
                                                                                                  8570 

             

                                                                                T: 01822 841410 

                                                                                    M: 07801 987258 

 

C8353 
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Residential Care Home for 

those with learning 

disabilities. 

52 Plymouth Road 

Tavistock, PL19 8BU. 

 

We are pleased 

to sponsor 

St Eustachius’ Church 

TAVISTOCK 610233 

THE LAWNS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Paul Greenhill 
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)  

 

Mobile: 07971 195549 

Tel: 01822 616792 
 

PROFESSIONAL 

TREE CARE 

BY 

Tuell Farm 

Beautiful Stone 

Holiday Cottages 
 

Nestled in the Tamar Valley 

Available for short term lets 

10 minutes from Tavistock 

 
01822 870207 

cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk 

www.tuellfarm.co.uk 

Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off 

Award Winning  
  Evening Valuations & Viewings  

No Restrictive Contracts 
Local, National & London 

Advertising 

Accompanied Viewings 

A 

 

Okehampton 
01837 54080 

Tavistock 

01822 617243 

millertc.co.uk 

C8353 
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Gulworthy 

Notes…… 
 

Gulworthy WI 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE OF                   ’S 

TOP 50 BRITISH 

BOOK SHOPS 

 GENERAL 

 BOOK SHOP & 

 MUSIC SELLER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 

IN WHICH TO BROWSE.  

GROUND AND FIRST 

FLOOR: BOOKS, 

AUDIOBOOKS,  

AND CARDS. 

SECOND FLOOR: 

CDs AND DVDs. 

& THE MUSIC 
ROOM 

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk 
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com 

3 MARKET STREET, 
TAVISTOCK 

TEL 01822 617244 

 

 

 

WE HAVE A      

COMPREHENSIVE 

SELECTION OF TITLES, 

TOGETHER WITH A 

FIRST RATE ORDER 

SERVICE. 

 

 
Offering a complete design and 

fitting service. Visit us in our 

showroom and together we can 

create your Unique Kitchen! 

 

UNIT 8, PLYMOUTH ROAD 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

TAVISTOCK 

PL19 9QN 

TEL: 01822 611278 

 
kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

www.uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

 

 

If it’s on, under or beside the desk, 

we supply it, including the desk! 

 
PCC Office Supplies Ltd 

For all your Business and Domestic 

requirements including: 
 

Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS, 

Office Machines, Cleaning & 

Catering 
 

We guarantee to beat the 

competition and save you money 

with our same day/next day service 
 

Call 01822 619639 

sales@pccofficesupplies.com 

 

 

PCC 

 
         

 

http://www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk/
mailto:kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
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“We Come to You” 
01822 855822 or help@chezvouspc.com 

 

 

Got a computer problem – at home or the office? 

We are the local visiting Computer Service you are looking for – in our 

15th year. Both Mac & PC fluent – if you’ve got an issue, we can help with 

it. Good rates too. We sell new as well as repair, we also sell  

Anti-virus and help with networking. Find us on Facebook as well as all 

the usual other methods. 

 

 

mailto:help@chezvouspc.com
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Gulworthy Notes … 
April is the fourth month and its name derives from the Latin word 

“aperit” which means open, so it is a spring month when the leaves on 

the trees and the flowers begin to open. If you’re lucky enough to be 

born in April your birth stone is diamond. Easter Day this year is 1st 

April, also known as All Fools Day, so to all who are waiting for eggs this 

year may be you will have to be a little careful; who knows! 
 

It is also the month when we celebrate 

St George’s Day, the patron Saint of 

England. April 23rd has been a special 

day since 1415 when it was declared a 

national feast day in England: it was 

almost as great as Christmas. 

Continuing into the 18th century, the 
celebration began to diminish after 

England was united with Scotland in 

1707. Unfortunately, unlike Scotland and Ireland who have a public 

holiday on their saints’ days, for us it is just a normal working day: some 

believe this is wrong.  
 

We however need to remember that our patron saint was born around 

280, not here but apparently Cappadocia, an area now known as Turkey. 

He wasn’t a knight in shining armour as we think but a soldier who 

became an officer in the Roman Army. He died, it is believed, in Lydda, 

today known as Israel, and in 303 was buried in Lod. His slaying of a 

dragon was not recalled until the late 13 century when Jacobus de 

Voragine’s “The Golden Legend”, an assemblage of the lives of saints, was 

produced. This was then translated into English in the 15 century. He was 

a martyr who died for his Christian faith as he had objected to the 

persecution of Christians. He went to prison, was tortured, dragged 

through the streets and was beheaded in Palestine on April 23 303.So 

although we share our patron Saint with others and overtime his life 

story may have been embellished, he reminds us that courage and belief 

are important, just as we remember that Jesus died for us this Easter tide.  
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Our beliefs keep us strong and allow us to move forward and share our 

knowledge just like scientist Stephen Hawking, another who faced great 

adversity and who sadly died in March.  
 

Sunday 29th April is our fifth Sunday so as usual we will be having a 

different service as it is going to be part of our Rogation walk. It is a 

fantastic opportunity to discover areas you don’t normally see in our 

beautiful parish, as owners give permission for us to walk through their 

land not usually open to the public. It is very much a family time, and it is 

always great to see all ages involved. Do come along; we meet at 12.00 at 

Tamar trails, have a 15.00 tea break at Tamar Valley Cottage and 16.30 

finish at Tamar Trails at 16.30, a total of 10 miles. Dogs are welcome. All 

enquiries - tel: Viv 01822 612803 
 

A date to put in the diary and to remind others of is May 2 .We are 

holding our Gift Day at St Paul’s. 8.30 - 4.30, a lovely time to meet the 

clergy and parishioners. All welcome.  

 

 

Gulworthy & Tavistock WI 
Despite the awful weather, members did attend 

the meeting on Wednesday where the subject for 

the evening was First Aid/Resuscitation. The talk 

and demonstration was given by Julia Felles and 

her colleague.  We were given various scenarios 

and asked how we would react. A defibrillator 

was also shown us all and we were shown how to 

carry out CPR – it was surprisingly difficult to 

sustain the action required. Nevertheless it was extremely valuable and 

hopefully will enable us to feel confident should the need arise to help 

someone.  Our Easter Competition was won by Anita Seager – there 

were a goodly number of entries, all much admired by members.  A Bring 

and Buy was also held.  In April we are holding our AGM. We are an 

active WI and have various activities arranged: Ladies Wot Lunch,  Film 

Club (attending the Wharf), Walking Group, Theatre Group etc. 

For any further information please ‘phone Rose-Marie Bonnevier: 01822 

610566 
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Brentor News … 
 

Tor and Tavy WI  
We started our autumn/winter programme with 

a “whine”!!!  A social evening was arranged to 

chat over the summer happenings and was called 

“Last of the summer whine”. It was a very 

enjoyable evening and each member present had 

to bring a cut flower, and these were made into a 

bouquet for the winner of the raffle.  Many topics 

were covered, including recent visits to an alpaca 

farm and the glass centre at Launceston. The 

alpaca visit was timed to see the crias, baby alpaca, who were a delight. 

Some of our members took the adults for a walk, on leads, and they 

reported that they have such personalities each having their own names 

and mannerisms.  We were treated to a cream tea during our visit and 

had such a good time that it will probably be repeated at some stage.   
 

The glass centre at Launceston was visited by only a few of our members, 

but they had a very interesting time and we will make sure it is booked 

on a date when more of our ladies can attend in the future. 
 

Carrying on from the glass centre visit we welcomed Graham Reed from 

Bere Alston who treated us to a great evening of glass blowing. Graham 

used to make glass items for scientific uses and in his retirement has 

carried on his love of glass blowing as a hobby.  He makes any number of 

items and will take orders for presents. Many of our ladies bought vases 

and small glass animals and Graham gave us a potted history of glass 

blowing.  Many orders were given to him in the run up to Christmas and 

he is certainly a very talented man who gave us a very enjoyable evening.   
 

With Christmas in mind one of our members, Lucie, supplied us with 

sheets of red and white paper, glue, scissors and rulers to make x 

Christmas snowflakes.  They were very effective once assembled, 

designed to hang from indoor trees, or elsewhere indoors as decorations. 

They were particularly pretty with small lights inside them.   We don't hold 

a December meeting but had our annual Christmas meal instead. As last 

year we descended on The Bedford Hotel where we had a very enjoyable 

evening in superb surroundings. 
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Our WI, along with 5 others, is a member of The Four Rivers Group of 

local WIs. Each of us tries to entertain the other at some point over the 

Christmas period and it seems to have become tradition for Tor and 

Tavy to have an annual quiz in January.  One of our members and her 

husband, John, work on this for months in advance and it is always such a 

great evening.  This year our meeting fell on Burns night and to honour 

the occasion all our ladies wore something tartan and we were treated to 

the addressing of the haggis by John. We presented our ladies and 23 

visiting ladies with a haggis ball and a tot of whisky after which we had a 

most enjoyable quiz and a buffet supper supplied by the ladies of Tor and 

Tavy.  Such hard work for our quiz masters but it made for a very 

competitive evening and one which, I am sure, will be repeated next year.  

Many thanks to John and his very able assistant, Trish, for her scoring.   
 

Short mat bowls is a sport played at The Coronation Hall in Mary Tavy, 
our meeting place, and so we thought what better way to spend an 

evening than to learn to play.  One of our members and  her husband 

were “instructors” for the evening and it certainly was more difficult than 

at first thought, soft shoes had to be worn and the need for a good eye 

and a gentle hand!!!  It was a good evening and I am sure that everyone 

that attended would like the evening repeated to try their new skills. 
 

We have just finalised our programme for the next 12 months and the 

topics included will be a talk on “Living in China”, Truffle making, Walking 

around Britain with a dog, a Brewery visit and Street  Pastors to name 

just a few.  We are visiting St Ives in April and have now started to meet 
the on the second Friday in the month for regular coffee mornings; some 

evenings at WI are so busy that it is good to have some social gathering 

away from the hall to enable members to chat!!! 
 

We meet at The Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, on the fourth Thursday of 

the month at 7.30 and you are most welcome to come and join us.  Ring 

Judi on 614198 or Trish on 615532 for more info or just turn up on the 

evening and our ladies will be glad to see you.   
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 Open from 
 12.00 noon 
 
 
 Food served 
 From 12pm – 2 pm and 6pm - 8pm 
(9pm if pre-booked) Breakfast served 
Saturdays from 11am-4pm. Check 
website for up to date food times 

 Roasts available all day Sunday 

 Disabled access 

 Baby Changing Facilities 

 Smoking Shelter 

 Large Garden with Children's 
Play area 
Cross House Inn & Restaurant,  

School Road, Metherell, Nr Callington, 
Cornwall, PL17 8BQ 

01579 350482 

Cross House Inn  
& Restaurant 

 
 

E.PASCOE & SON  
 
 

Monumental Masons 

Five Acres 

Gulworthy 

Tavistock 

PL19 8HZ 

Email:  

epascoe@gpamail.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01822 832320 

 

www.epascoeandson.com 

 
 

 

mailto:epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
http://www.epascoeandson.com/
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The Old Testament Book of Numbers 
The book of Numbers tells the story of the Israelites during the nearly 40 

years from the time they left Mount Sinai until they reached the eastern 

border of the land (Canaan) that God had promised to give them.  
 

Numbers derives its title from the fact that  chapters 1 to 4 & 26 are 

concerned with  census figures, especially the composition and numerical 

strength of the tribes and clans descended from the 12 sons of Jacob 

(603,550 males over 20 years old).  
 

The main subject matter of the book is the Israeli wanderings in the 

wilderness, tracing them from the start of their journey at Mount Sinai. 

The themes of the faithfulness of God, 23:19, and the promised land, 

34:1-12 (and also Genesis 15:18-21) both feature prominently in this 

book. Expectation of what lies ahead for the Israelite nation increasingly 

becomes focused on the promised land – a land of milk and honey, see 

**Deuteronomy 32:13-14 in which we see the climax of God’ s promises 

to his people. 
 

A number of themes relevant to the New Testament also emerge from 

Numbers, in particular the significance of the bronze snake (21:6-9) which 

figures prominently in Christ’s prediction of his own death, (see John 

3:14), the reference to manna (11:4-7) and its symbol as a future blessing 

recorded in Revelation 2:17  and  in John  6:25-34, a discourse on the  

bread of life and its implication  to the last supper and sacrament of Holy 

Communion.  
 

** I will expand this in my next article about the book of Deuteronomy  

Ian Silcox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have spare storage space?  
 

The Friends of St Eustachius’ are in urgent need of a 
home for the trestle tops used during the Christmas 
Tree Festival. Without them the festival can’t function! 
 

If you can help, please contact Mandy in the Parish 
Office. 
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Mission Community Events for April 2018 
 

Tuesday 3 April: 11am ~ 1pm & every following Tuesday, Coronation Hall, Mary 

Tavy; Short Mat Bowls. 
 

Wednesday 4 April: 7 ~ 9pm & every following Wednesday, Coronation Hall, Mary 

Tavy; Short Mat Bowls. 
 

Thursday 5 April: 1 ~ 3pm & every Thursday; Mary Tavy Methodist Chapel, Knit & 

Natter Craft Group ~ contact Wilma 01822 810040. 
 

Friday 6 April: 7:30 ~ 10:30pm Old Time American Square Dancing; Peter Tavy 

Village Hall. Please book via 01822 810868/or 01822 810243. £7 adults; £5 OAPs/under 

16s. Refreshments available. 
 

Monday 9 April; 7:30pm Ecumenical Bible Study and Prayer Group meets Mondays at 

Charlotte Cottage.  Contact Janet 01822 810166. 
 

Thursday 12 April:  12 noon ~ 1:30pm Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel. Soup and 

Dessert Lunch.  All welcome. 
 

Thursday 12 April: 2pm Mary Tavy & Peter Tavy WI meet at the Coronation Hall, 

Mary Tavy. 
 

Monday 16 April: 10 ~ 11:30am Mary Tavy Chapel Hall; Jigsaw Swap with 

refreshments and a chat.  A welcome to all.  
 

Tuesday 17 April: 7:30pm ‘The Dartmoor Conchies’ Peter Tavy Village Hall. Simon 

Dell presents the fascinating story of the Conscientious Objectors of the Great War 

who were held at Dartmoor Prison.  £5. Please book via 01822 810868. 
 

Thursday 19 April: 9.45am & every following Thursday; Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy.   

Pilates with Sally Cinnamond.  £6 per session. 
 

Thursday 19 April: 7:30pm Brentor Garden Club at Brentor Village Hall. Paul 

Bartlett will speak on ‘Vodka and Vanishing Trees’.  Visitors welcome at £2 on the door. 

Tel. Sue Stephens 01822 860374. 
 

Saturday 21 April: 11am ~ 2:30pm Peter Tavy Village Hall.  Homemade Makes and 

Bakes Sale.  Tea, coffee & light bites available. Contact 01822 810772 for details or for a 

table to sell your goodies.   
 

Saturday 21 April – Saturday 28 April: Tavistock Parish Church 

Tavistock Music Festival concerts – see Tavistock Music Festival brochure 
 

Tuesday 24 April: 10am ~ 12 noon; Devon Sensory Team meet at the Mary Tavy 

Methodist Chapel Hall.  
 

Tuesday 24 April: 7:30pm Peter Tavy Village Hall.  Whist Drive. £3 includes 

tea/coffee/biscuits. All welcome ~ beginners to ‘old hands’. 
 

Friday 27 April: Tavistock Parish Church 7.30 pm Plymouth Area Police Choir. 

Tickets £8 from Bookstop or the parish office, £10 on the door.  
 

Sunday 29 April: Tavistock Parish Church 2.30 – 5pm ‘Come and Sing’ 

Workshop by the Royal School of Church Music followed by a Festival of Music for 

Worship at 6pm.  
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