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As We Spring Into Summer … 
My Grandfather often declared that I was a child with ‘itchy feet’. Indeed, 

the only time when I was still, it seems, was when I had my nose buried 

in a book! While others fussed with fancy frocks and nail polish, I found 

myself utterly absorbed with exotic tales in unpronounceable lands. 

William Thesiger’s ‘Arabian Sands’ was a particular favourite. No wonder 

then, that when I was offered the opportunity five years ago to venture 

forth into the Arabian desert to set up a secondary school, I accepted 

without hesitation. After all, the initial twelve month contract would pass 

by quickly and, more importantly, it would afford me some time to tread, 

albeit on a small scale, in the footsteps of Thesiger himself. Little did I 

know then, though, that it would be five years and two schools later 

before I returned to the West Country to live; such was the desert’s hold 

on me.  
 

Many passages in the Bible tell 

of deserts and wildernesses, 

with images relating to desert 

life deployed as a means of 

enabling reflection on our 

relationship with God. 

Interestingly, whether the 

desert referred to is literal or 

metaphorical, it is often the 

place where God finds us; God 

calls us to grow closer. In 

Deuteronomy 32 God “found 

(his people) in a wilderness, a wasteland of howling desert. He shielded 

them, cared for them, guarded them as the apple of his eye." In Exodus 

16, even though the Israeli people grumbled “you have led us into this 

wilderness to make this whole assembly die of famine!" we learn that 

God cared for them; quail and manna from heaven were provided. Isaiah 

40, too, tells of the desert: "A voice proclaims: In the wilderness prepare 

the way of the Lord! Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our 

God!"  
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We come across the dualistic desert symbolism in the New Testament 

too. John the Baptist’s voice cries out in the wilderness as a warning, 

and yet he also baptises people in the river Jordan and so enables 

spiritual encounters. Jesus himself is baptised by John, surrounded by 

the sand banks of the Jordan. Moreover, Matthew, Mark and Luke note 

that immediately after He was baptised, Jesus went into the desert for 

forty days to fast and pray. We learn too that, after rejecting 

temptations and the devil, Jesus found the desert to be a place of 

renewal, both physically and spiritually.  
 

Thesiger wrote: “For me, exploration was a personal venture. I did not 

go to the Arabian desert to collect plants nor to make a map; such things 

were incidental. At heart I knew … I went there to find peace in the 

hardship of desert travel and the company of desert peoples …”  No, it 

is not the goal but the way there that matters … tranquillity was to be 

found there.”  When surrounded by sand and stillness and star filled 

nights, you cannot help but reflect on: ‘who am I?’, ‘what am I?’ and ‘why 

am I?’ Thus, deserts can invite deep reflection; the luxury of the material 

world is stripped from our senses by the barrenness of a desert and it 

is this ‘barrenness’ that makes us question what is really important in 

our lives; it encourages us to listen to that still, small voice of calm within 

us that leads us to God. 

                                                                                                                                                

This year, I find myself in the West Country for Spring and Summer, 

‘home’ for the first time in many years, my desert venture complete. 

Cicero wrote: “If you have a garden and a library, you have everything 

you need.”  I confess: it is true that, while a small part of me yearns now 

and again for my desert life, the bigger (so much bigger) part delights in 

my having a garden and a library once more. However, even more 

important is living alongside my family and friends once more, and 

enjoying the company of two little kittens – Oscar and Olive – as well 

as the comfort derived from a sense of belonging within a church family.  

 

I confess I had almost forgotten how beautiful our countryside is during 

Spring leading into Summer; the audacity of the greenery astounding, 

the blossom beguiling. We are fortunate, are we not, to live in such 
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verdant splendour? I find myself whiling away what little spare time I 

have with a book, kittens curled up beside me, usually looking out onto 

our cared for garden (the husband really is a treasure!) If God is to be 

found in the desert, then God is most definitely found, too, in the West 

Country, especially at this time of year. l am struck by this truth above 

all others: just as God told Hosea “I cared for you in the wilderness, in 

the land of drought”, God cares for you and me whatever our 

circumstances, and wherever we may find ourselves. God is in the 

birdsong, the sunshine, the refreshing rain, and God is found as much as 

in the smile of a stranger as in the heartfelt ‘welcome home’ of a friend. 

Indeed, as the well-known hymn says: ‘all good gifts around us are sent 

from heaven above, so thank the Lord, o thank the Lord for all his love.’     

                     Wendy Roderick   

                Licensed Reader within the Mission Community 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the month 
 
Creator God, 
who breathed this world into being, 
who is discernible within the harmony of nature,  
the perfection of a butterfly's wing, 
the grandeur of a mountain range, 
the soaring eagle and humming bird, 
thank you for this world which you have created. 
 
Thank you for summer sun, which reminds us  
that your creative breath is still alive and active.  
 
Thank you for the warmth of your love,  
sustaining this world, your garden. 
 

chosen by Hugh Walkington 
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June 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Fri 1  10 am Coffee Morning in church 

  

Sat 2 2.30 pm Holy Baptism – Christ Church, Brentor 

 3 pm  Marriage of Francesco D’Alessio and Rebecca Kerle 

  

Sun 3 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with  

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Tue 5 7.30 pm Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road 

 

Wed 6 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 3.30 pm Messy Church 

 7.30 pm Vicars and Druids on Dartmoor – Tavistock Parish Centre 

  

Thurs 7 7.30 pm Tavi Praise – Bere Alston United Church  

  

Fri 8 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 9.30 am Summer Festival until 4.30 pm 

 

Sat 9 9.30 am Summer Festival until 4.30 pm 

 10 am Intercessors’ Prayer Group  
 

 

Sun 10 SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with  

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 11.30 am Family Worship 

 12 pm Summer Festival until 4.30 pm 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor  
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June 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

  

Mon 11 9.30 am Summer Festival until 4.30 pm 

 

Tues 12 9.30 am Summer Festival until 4.30 pm 

 

Wed 13 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 9.30 am Summer Festival until 4.30 pm 

 7.30 pm Tavistock Deanery Synod – parish centre 

    

Thurs 14 9.30 am Summer Festival until 4.30 pm 

  

Fri 15 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 

Sat 16 7.30 pm Dartmoor Resonance Festival Orchestra concert 

  

Sun 17 THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with 

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Holy Communion for Healing and Wholeness 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Tue 19 7.30 pm Brentor PCC 
 

Wed 20 10.30 am  Holy Communion  

 2.30 pm The Church Windows of William Morris 700th Lecture 

 

Thurs 21 2 pm  ‘Living with Bereavement’ – parish centre 

 

Fri 22 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 

  

Sat 23 12 pm Marriage of Adam Pattenden and Lucy Taylor 

 4 pm  Marriage of Jago Spencer and Sophie Jewson – 

   Christ Church, Brentor 

 7.30 pm Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir concert 
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June 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Sun 24 FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Baptism and Confirmation 

 2 pm  Marriage Blessing for Kevin Young and Sarah Howell 

 6 pm  Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor  

  

Tue 26 2 pm  Renewal of Marriage Vows 

 

Wed 27 10.30 am  Holy Communion  

 2 pm  Handicraft Group – parish centre 

 

Fri 29 8.30 am  Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 

 

Sat 30 1 pm  Marriage of Felicity Smith and Nathan McCarter 
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Tel: 01822 616747 

Collacombe Down, Lamerton, Tavistock Devon PL19 8SD 

MOT TESTING STATION     SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

GENERAL SHOP ~ ACCESSORIES 

SELF SERVICE & ATTENDED PETROL & DIESEL 
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The Bedford Hotel 

The Bedford — Tavistock’s 

favourite retreat 

A warm welcome awaits. 

Join us for: 

Morning Coffee 
Bar Lunch 

Sunday Lunch 

Dinner 

 

Tel 01822 613221 

www.bedford-hotel.co.uk 

           
 

Try the 
Toe Nail Cutting Service 
By qualified technician £12 

Note this service is not suitable for everyone 
 

 
 

Available at TASS Anchorage 
Centre on Wednesday. 

 
For an appointment  

call Pat on 07845 932597 
 or 01822 610262 

 

www.patwarne.com 

Also offering full 
Reflexology £25 

per hour 

 

Having Trouble 
Reaching Your Feet? 

 

 

Morris Bros 
Funeral 

Directors 
Established in 1870 

Your local independent Funeral Director 
is owned & run by the fifth generation of 

the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke. 

We provide a qualified, professional & 
sensitive service to the people of 

Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon & 

Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford 
Foundry providing you with a very 

personal service regardless of the time of 

day or night. Call for a 24 hour service 

on         01822 612023 

The Old Bedford Foundry 

Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 
 

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available 

www.morrisbros.co.uk 
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The Madaba Map  

I wonder, do you like me still have a list of places that you would love to 

visit? I would love to see the ‘City of Mosaics’, Madaba, some 30 km from 

Amman, the capital of Jordan, and set along the ancient 5000 year old route 

of ‘the King’s Highway’. 

In 1896 a new Greek Orthodox Church of Saint George was built upon 

the remains of a sixth century Byzantine church, and upon the floor of that 

church was depicted a map of Jerusalem and the Holy Land dating from 

around 527 to 565 AD. Only about a quarter of the 94 sq m surface has 

been preserved, but it still holds valuable pointers to places which form 

part of our Gospel story. 
 

 
 

Two sections of the map are of particular value to us, that of Jerusalem, 

although part is missing, and that around the Jordan River entering the 

Dead Sea. 
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From the mosaic of Jerusalem we can clearly see the row of columns 

forming the Roman Cardo along which you can still walk today, and we can 

also see the Church of the Holy Sepulchre marked below it. But it may also 

help us to identify the site of the Praetorium, where Jesus stood before 

Pilate before carrying the cross to Golgotha, and so retrace the true path 

of the ‘Via Dolorosa’, the Way of the Cross.  
 

The most probable site of Jesus’s baptism has, from ancient times, been 

identified with ‘Bethabara’, the house of the ford, but this must clearly be 

distinguished from the ‘Bethany beyond Jordan’. But on which side of the 

river Jordan was Bethabara located?  

You can see from the Madaba map that it is shown to be on the west side. 

 

 
 

There is still so much to be discovered, and many questions yet to be 

answered, but the truth of our biblical texts seems to be being confirmed 
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as more and more excavations through the Land of the Holy One take 

place.  
 

As Saint Paul said to the Corinthian Christians in chapter 15, we can be 

sure of our faith, it is not ‘in vain’, for we can trust in the truth of the 

resurrection, and I would add, also through our understanding of the 

context in which our gospel story took place. 

 

Blessings to you all, Mike Loader  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Friends of St Eustachius’ 
 

Golf Afternoon 
Wednesday 11 July 

 
at Tavistock Golf Club 
tee off from 2 – 3 pm 

 
hot snacks available 
non-members £17.50 

 
please contact Tony Sherlock 

email – anthony.sherlock@hotmail.co.uk 
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Tidings from Tavistock … 

 

Summer Festival Celebrates 700 Years of Faith, Fellowship and 

Fun  
 

Between Friday, June 8 and Thursday, June 14, St Eustachius’ church opens 
its doors to showcase its life of times past, present and future.  Fascinating 

displays, set amongst themed floral arrangements, will include rarely seen 

silver, clerical vestments, historical photographs, parish records and 

glimpses of parishioners’ memories. 
 

Visitors will be able to peep behind the scenes at what the various church 

groups do, from the Choir, the Prayer Groups, The Brass Band and Holy 

Dusters, to Messy Church, the Social Committee, the Friends of St 

Eustachius’ and “Open the Book”.  Of particular interest will be the Fabric 

Committee stand, which will illustrate the team’s invaluable role in 

maintaining the building. There will an opportunity to make your mark on 

Tavistock’s heritage by sponsoring and signing a slate for the new vestry 

roof, which once completed will act as a time capsule for years to come. 
 

The church has many fascinating architectural features dating from its past 

and Joan Torvell, who helped compile the latest guide book, will be on hand 

to “colour in” details for visitors. 
 

Contributing to the flower displays will be Tavistock Flower Club, 

Tavistock Church Schools’ Federation, Gulworthy Church, Gulworthy and 

Tavistock WI, Tamar Valley Club, Abbey Garden Machinery and A Scent-

Sation.   
                                                            

Vicar of St Eustachius’, Chris Hardwick, said: ‘This promises to be a 

wonderful Summer Festival celebrating the vibrant life of St Eustachius’ 

Church in Tavistock over the past 700 years.  It represents a rare 

opportunity to learn more about the Church, its history and antiquities, 

and to see the Church at its most beautiful during our Anniversary 

celebrations’. 
 

 Joint organiser, Pam Hunter,  added: ‘The festival is to celebrate our 700 

years of life in the church by showing things not always visible to visitors 

(or the congregation) on an average Sunday, also to show how various 
groups carry out their ministry. Above all, it will celebrate the faith, 
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fellowship and fun that is St Eustachius’ and we hope will be in the future. 

Come and see!’ 
 

The church will be open daily from 9.30am to 4.30pm, except Wednesday 

and Sunday, 11.30am to 4.30pm. Admission is £1.  There will be activities 

for children and refreshments provided by a different church group daily. 
 

 
 

 

Chris Hardwick, with Hilary Sanders (left) and Pam Hunter below the 

tower of St Eustachius’, the lower part of which has a few remains of the 

1318 church. The ring of bells dates from the 15th century and the clock 

(the property of the town council) has had the same mechanism for many 
decades. The chimes have a melody for each weekday.  
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TALES FROM THE TOWER 
 

I had no idea, when I began these ‘Tales’ a few months ago, that I should 

so soon be writing so sadly of an event which has affected not only the 

ringers, but many of the congregation, the townspeople and those even 

further afield; further, perhaps, than any of us imagine. 

Most of you will know now of the tragic death of our fellow ringer Ed 

Davis, and you will know the manner of it. People react to this kind of 

event in a number of ways and it is not for me to sermonise – Chris did 

that so well and with such sensitivity at the Memorial and Thanksgiving 

service, held in the church on 14 May – but only to say how we in the 

tower, some of whom who had known Ed for the 18 years since he arrived 

among us, felt about it and how we are still coming to terms and coping 

without him. 

We all knew of the terrible affliction – bipolar disorder – that Ed fought so 

valiantly, and we knew that there were periods when we did not see him 

for weeks or even – very occasionally - months, but to us he was a very 

normal, happy, sensitive and kind member of our team. He worked hard 

both to improve his own ringing and to teach new ringers – indeed, the 

last time we saw him, only 3 weeks before his death, he had been teaching 

some of the learners who joined us after our ‘1400 New Ringers for Peace’ 

drive back in February. He was always ready to take part in ringing for 

weddings, services, competitions and other ringing get-togethers. He 

brought his two daughters to learn as soon as they were old enough and 

he was always good-humoured, wise and thoughtful of others. He was 

indeed a valuable and valued member of our team. 
It isn’t easy to lose someone such as Ed in such a manner. Individually, we 

each have to find our own way of coping. Together, we did what ringers 

do best – ring for him, and Put On A Tea. 

Ringers’ teas are legendary. We provide them at meetings, competitions, 

our Deanery Festival and at any occasion when we get together and need 

feeding. (Often, in this part of the world, they involve pasties, but these 

aren’t mandatory.) So when Ed’s wife Harriet asked if we would provide 

refreshments for the wake, we agreed at once. 

We might not have realised, at that point, just what we were taking on. 

Accustomed to feeding perhaps 50 or 60, it came as a slight surprise to 

learn that there would be at least 200. ‘That’s a lot of sausage rolls,’ I 

remarked, thinking of the sandwiches, scones, cakes (and sausage rolls) we 
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would need, not to mention the cups and saucers, plates, serviettes, tea, 

coffee, milk, sugar... the list went on. And where was it to be held? The 

Town Hall, it transpired, was already booked but the nice man there 

suggested Tavistock College, and this was where we went. As for food – 

well, often when numbers are indeterminate, ringers will settle for a ‘Bring 

and Share’, and nobody thought that Ed’s friends and colleagues would 

object to that. At least, we comforted ourselves, there wouldn’t be too 

much and guests would take home their own leftovers. (Wrong on both 

counts, as it happened. If every couple brings enough for six, as they usually 

do, there is always too much and they don’t always take their leftovers 

home...) 

There was a lot to do. But ringers are nothing if not a team, and the team 

formed a plan, swung into action and on the day, within an hour, set 

everything up from tables and chairs to cups and saucers, with a spread 

that would welcome the biblical five thousand even before guests brought 

more, and a music system playing four hours of Abba (suggested as one of 

Ed’s favourites). Leaving two of our number to get the urn boiling, the rest 

of us then went to the service. 

If you were there, you will know how packed the church was, and how 

many more were outside in the churchyard. Could the whole town hear 

the organ music and the singing of nearly 500 voices? They would certainly 

have heard the beautiful sound of the bells, ringing half-muffled in honour 

of our dear friend, some of them rung by Ed’s own five siblings. I wonder 

if people stopped in their tracks, realising that this was a very special funeral 

and wondering who it could be. What important person had died?  

We don’t often ring for funerals. Apart from very notable personages, the 
bells are normally rung only for the death a ringer. It is a sad occasion for 

us then, but it is something – the last thing – we can do for our departed 

colleague. For Ed, it was especially poignant. We rang for him on that day 

and again on the next evening, again with the bells half-muffled, so that one 

stroke sounds clearly and the next as soft as an echo. 

It was poignant too that his thanksgiving and memorial service should be 

held on the first day of Mental Awareness Week. None of us will forget 

the powerful message delivered by Harriet, speaking of her love for him 

and the love they both held for their own family of four and their extended 

families. None of us will forget that it was a cruel illness which took him 

away, an illness he never tried to hide and which afflicts many others, yet 
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is all too often hidden and misunderstood. Talk to each other, Harriet 

implored, while telling us that there are – shockingly - 84 male suicides 

each week. (84!) Talk to each other, listen and understand: do not suffer 

alone. 

If Ed’s legacy is to increase awareness of mental health, it will help. But on 

the Order of Service sheets we were asked also to ‘ensure that his way of 

death does not overshadow his life’. Neither must it. Ed lived a full life and 

he was full of life. He touched the lives of so many and is remembered with 

deep affection and genuine admiration. He will be sorely missed; he will 

never be forgotten. 

We, who knew Ed, know what important person it was who had died. We 

know too that you do not have to have money, position, a title or a string 

of imposing letters after your name, to be an 'important person'. You just 

have to be someone like Ed, to have around 500 people at your funeral, 

and to need an awful lot of sausage rolls. 

Ed Davis. Our friend and fellow ringer. RIP. 

 

********** 

We were happy to help 

start the celebrations for 

the 700th anniversary of 

the dedication of the 

church by ringing a quarter 

peal of Grandsire Caters 

on the evening of Monday, 

21 May before the very 
interesting talk given by 

Steven. It lasted for 50 

minutes and we dedicated 

it, not only to the 

anniversary itself, but also 

as a celebration of Ed’s life 

and a wedding compliment to the Duke and Duchess of Sussex.  

Donna Baker 
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Red balloons celebrate the 700th anniversary of the church’s dedication 

 

 
 

A packed church for the Plymouth Police Choir concert 
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Off on an adventure…. 
A year ago I gave up my job at St 

Peter's Junior School to go off on an 

adventure of a life time, sailing as crew 

on the Tall Ship STS Tenacious, the 
largest wooden sailing ship to have 

been built in the UK in the last 100 

years and one of the two ships of the 

Jubilee Sailing Trust. 
 

JST ships were purpose-built to enable 

people of all abilities to sail with 

facilities for visually and hearing 

impaired sailors and for wheelchair 

users, as well as a wide range of other 

abilities. Those who are able-bodied 

assist others when required, but everyone is encouraged to get involved 

with everything; it is all about what people can do rather than what they 

cannot, and everyone is encouraged to do everything from climbing the 

rigging to steering the ship and cooking. 
 

This time last year I was due to sail from Australia to New Zealand as 

Tenacious began her homeward voyages.  Just as I was about to leave the 

UK I found I had breast cancer.  My trip was cancelled and I have spent 

the last year having surgery, treatment and recovering.  Throughout, 

having spoken to the staff at JST, I held on to the ambition of joining the 

ship for the last leg of her world voyage.  Now I am going.  I am about to 

fly to Antigua to join Tenacious to sail back across the Atlantic Ocean to 

her home port of Southampton.  My determination to join her has helped 

me to get through all that the past year has held. 
 

I’d like to try to raise money for the JST.  The work they do is amazing, 

giving hope, confidence and ambition to hundreds of people every 

year.  They have a great website at: www. jst.org.uk and the voyages of 

Tenacious and Lord Nelson can be followed by going to their News 

section and reading their blog. 

Jo Hugo 
Bon Voyage, Jo. 

We look forward to hearing all about it. 
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                                                  BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, 

                                                          PLUMBING AND HEATING 
  

                                                                                            
                                                                                                  8570 

             

                                                                                T: 01822 841410 

                                                                                    M: 07801 987258 

 

C8353 
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Residential Care Home for 

those with learning 

disabilities. 

52 Plymouth Road 

Tavistock, PL19 8BU. 

 

We are pleased 

to sponsor 

St Eustachius’ Church 

TAVISTOCK 610233 

THE LAWNS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Paul Greenhill 
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)  

 

Mobile: 07971 195549 

Tel: 01822 616792 
 

PROFESSIONAL 

TREE CARE 

BY 

Tuell Farm 

Beautiful Stone 

Holiday Cottages 
 

Nestled in the Tamar Valley 

Available for short term lets 

10 minutes from Tavistock 

 
01822 870207 

cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk 

www.tuellfarm.co.uk 

Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off 

Award Winning  
  Evening Valuations & Viewings  

No Restrictive Contracts 
Local, National & London 

Advertising 

Accompanied Viewings 

A 

 

Okehampton 
01837 54080 

Tavistock 
01822 617243 

millertc.co.uk 
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Gulworthy 

Notes…… 
 

Gulworthy WI 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE OF                   ’S 

TOP 50 BRITISH 

BOOK SHOPS 

 GENERAL 

 BOOK SHOP & 

 MUSIC SELLER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 

IN WHICH TO BROWSE.  

GROUND AND FIRST 

FLOOR: BOOKS, 

AUDIOBOOKS,  

AND CARDS. 

SECOND FLOOR: 

CDs AND DVDs. 

& THE MUSIC 
ROOM 

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk 
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com 

3 MARKET STREET, 

TAVISTOCK 

TEL 01822 617244 

 

 

 

WE HAVE A      

COMPREHENSIVE 

SELECTION OF TITLES, 

TOGETHER WITH A 

FIRST RATE ORDER 

SERVICE. 

 

 
Offering a complete design and 

fitting service. Visit us in our 

showroom and together we can 

create your Unique Kitchen! 

 

UNIT 8, PLYMOUTH ROAD 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

TAVISTOCK 

PL19 9QN 

TEL: 01822 611278 

 
kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

www.uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

 

 

If it’s on, under or beside the desk, 

we supply it, including the desk! 

 
PCC Office Supplies Ltd 

For all your Business and Domestic 

requirements including: 
 

Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS, 

Office Machines, Cleaning & 

Catering 
 

We guarantee to beat the 

competition and save you money 

with our same day/next day service 
 

Call 01822 619639 

sales@pccofficesupplies.com 

 

 

PCC 

 
         

 

http://www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk/
mailto:kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
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“We Come to You” 
01822 855822 or help@chezvouspc.com 

 

 

Got a computer problem – at home or the office? 

We are the local visiting Computer Service you are looking for – in our 

15th year. Both Mac & PC fluent – if you’ve got an issue, we can help with 

it. Good rates too. We sell new as well as repair, we also sell  

Anti-virus and help with networking. Find us on Facebook as well as all 

the usual other methods. 

 

 

mailto:help@chezvouspc.com
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Gulworthy Notes … 
At the time of writing, although the sun is shining and the day seems bright, 

the news has a different flavour with daily headlines stating terrible 

tragedies, particularly in this country. Our prayers and thoughts go out to 

all who have been affected and all the services that have been called to help. 

We, however, mustn’t forget that at this time of trouble you also see great 

kindness and thoughts for others. Communities remind us of the goodness 

that is always around us and that all of our communities are places to be 

celebrated. 

Summer holidays are truly on the way. Congratulations to all those who 

are graduating from their school whether it be primary or secondary.  

Those who are leaving Gulworthy Primary, we wish them all well no matter 

where they go as they take with them the bible we present to each pupil. 

For those who have a prom to look forward, enjoy the experience and 

seeing everyone dressed for the occasion.  

Fantastic news and congratulations to Judith Blowey; she is going to be 

ordained at Exeter Cathedral on Sunday 10 September at 10am. If you wish 

to attend this very special service a coach is being arranged from Tavistock 

costing £9 per person. There is a list at the back of all the churches so do 

sign it so we can order the correct sized coach. Thank you. 

We need to say congratulations to all those who were confirmed; welcome 

to the church community. I’m sure that the young people who attended 

confirmation lessons with Sally found them far more enjoyable than any 

other lessons they have attended, food in everyone! We are blessed that 

we have 3 young members of St Paul’s who have made this wonderful 
decision, Harriet, Hannah and Bridie. If you believe that this is also the path 

you have been chosen to walk there will be a chance to do this again next 

year. If you are, however, unsure please do speak to any member of the 

church or a church warden; they will only be too pleased to help. We look 

forward to welcoming you. 

We have several events planned the first being the being the eagerly 

awaited talk on the Holy Land by Judith Blowey and Viv Hutchison on July 

7, Gulworthy Parish Hall, at 7.00pm. Light refreshments will be provided 

and all donations will go to St Paul’s. 

Next are the annual Dog Show and Summer Fete at Woodovis Park Sunday 

23rd July; we at Gulworthy are extremely grateful to John and Dorothy 
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Lewis who have kindly given their permission for us to us their premises. 

This year as usual we have the wonderful dog show and many stalls 

including a photo booth and an educational bee hive which allows all to 

observe the internal workings. How fascinating! This year there is a new 

event ‘Sheep Racing’; for further details see the poster. So put this date in 

your diary and join us at this wonderful community event. 

On Sunday 30 July at 4pm we see the return of Come and Praise at 

Morwellham Quay. Bring your picnic and enjoy the wonderful surroundings 

before the service. This is a Fifth Sunday event so all are welcome to this 

great setting for which we thank the owners.  Donations will be in aid of 

the local Catalyst group.               

Best wishes, 

Hilary Marks and all at St Paul’s Gulworthy.  

 

 

Gulworthy & Tavistock WI 
The first meeting following our AGM was very 

interesting and successful.  The President 

welcomed our Speaker, Sarah Coryton, High 

Sheriff of Cornwall and owner of Pentille Castle, 

who gave an informative description of her role in 

undertaking her duties as High Sheriff.  Sarah also 

bought her ‘uniform’ for us to see and spoke of the 

medals she wears, one of which is silver and 

designed by Prince Charles.  This particular medal is handed on to the next 

High Sheriff and so on.  We also heard about the issues Sarah and her 

husband had to deal with when taking over Pentille Castle and lastly, but 

certainly not least, all about the Charity she is so involved with and will 

continue to be so. The name of the Charity is ‘Operation Encompass’ and 

was started in a Cornish Junior School where the Headmistress and her 

husband decided to formulate a way to help care for young children 

exposed to domestic violence.  From 7am to 8.30am each morning 

safeguarding adults are on duty to deal with these children with kindness.  

As an example, 90 separate incidents in Devon and Cornwall occurred 

during this past weekend.  This Charity is now becoming so successful in 
what it is endeavouring to do in conjunction with the police that the Home 

Office picked up the scheme and, in tandem with the Police, want it to go 
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nationwide.  Sarah is very keen to spread the word on this very successful 

local Charity – she is rightly proud of how supportive of young children the 

Key Adults are proving to be and it is a Charity she will continue to be 

involved with.  Should any reader wish to read more about this Charity the 

address is: www.operationcompass.org and 

info@operationencompass.org.  It is a unique police and education early 

intervention safeguarding partnership which supports children and young 

people exposed to Domestic Abuse.   

On a lighter note, our Walking Group which Dawn arranges, members 

who attend The Wharf to see some of the films (Sally arranges), the 

Theatre Group (Brenda and Rosie), the Ladies Wot Lunch (Sally) and 

Culture Vultures (Jennie) are all busy arranging things for us to be involved 

in, and one of our members, Mary Rogers, has made a wonderful single 

item of bunting which BBC Devon Radio spoke about numerous times on 

the radio;  they are collecting items to decorate the outside of their 

marquee during the Devon County Show.  There are numerous other 

activities in the pipeline.  Come and join us. Should you wish to have any 

further information please telephone Rose-Marie Bonnevier on 01822 

610566. We look forward to welcoming you. 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Open the Book 
 

I am not sure quite how I got involved with the Gulworthy “Open the 

Book” team, but it must have been a couple of years ago in response to a 

request for help. 
 

I was already part of a group that goes to Tavistock Primary School once a 

week for an Assembly, so I knew a little of what I was letting myself in for! 
 

A couple of weeks ago at Gulworthy we were to present the story of David 

and Goliath in their whole school assembly. Sometimes our props and 

costumes are very simple but on this occasion Viv and Sian together came 

up trumps to produce a giant Goliath!  
 

The children thought it hilarious when “David” aimed a small plastic egg 

accurately at Goliath’s head and he tumbled “dead” to the floor! 

 

http://www.operationcompass.org/
mailto:info@operationencompass.org
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Rev Judith leads the group 

and introduces each story 

which concludes with a 

prayer, whilst Sian Pope 

organises and directs the 

presentations. 
 

Each Open the Book team 

will operate slightly 

differently, but the Script is 

always taken directly from 

the “Lion storyteller Bible” 

by Bob Hartman and the 

Introduction and Prayer are 

set. 
 

“Open the Book” began with 

two ladies who, in 1999, 

volunteered to go into their 

local Primary School to 

regularly read a Bible story. It 

has rapidly snowballed to 

become a National Charity 

and in  

2013 joined the Bible 

Society. It now operates in over 2,000 UK Primary schools with 11,000 

volunteers! 
 

Why not get involved?! 

It is great fun and is a wonderful way to share the Bible with children who 

absolutely love the stories and presentations! 
 

There is no age limit and no special talents are required….just an eagerness 

to make sure the children of our generation hear the Christian message! 
 

Get in touch with Chris Hardwick, Mary Jane Traber, Sian Pope or myself 

for more details.  Please keep us in your prayers.   

 

Joy Loader 
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Brentor ‘Perambulation’  
After over a year’s planning the great day finally arrived and Brentor beat 

their bounds on Rogation Sunday, 6th May this year. The event was started 

by Rev Judith Blowey who delivered a short inaugural address and blessing 

outside the village hall after which the procession set off behind the 

ceremonial flag bearers Lily and Maddy Carnell. Historically, the purpose 

of such a perambulation was two-fold – to reaffirm the extent of the 

parish’s lands and to bless the land for the coming harvest. The latter was 

conducted by the accompanying clergy who beseech (rogare) a divine 

blessing, hence ‘Rogation’ Sunday. In England the custom dates from Anglo-

Saxon times and is mentioned in laws of Alfred the Great and Æthelstan. 

It is thought to have been derived from the Roman Terminalia, a festival 

celebrated on 22 February in honour of Terminus, the god of landmarks. 
 

Brentor's current boundary measures some 12.5 miles (20km) in 
circumference, much of which dates from Saxon times and incorporates 

parts of what were known as Liddaton and Lamerton to become Brentor 

in the 1800s. In 1987 land was gained from Mary Tavy between the River 

Burn and Black Down but lost to Lydford on the north-east side. To 

confirm their new boundary, Brentor parishioners held a perambulation in 

1989, and the new boundary with Mary Tavy was marked by a series of 

‘millennium’ boundstones in 2001. Organisers Steve Mason and Helen de 

Carles decided another perambulation was long overdue and so set about 

arranging this year’s event. 
 

First stop of the day was at the new boundstone marking the Mary Tavy 

boundary at Furzeleigh where some of the children of the parish were 

ceremonially ‘bumped’ on the stone. This ancient tradition was designed to 

literally knock the knowledge of the boundary into the memory of the 

youngsters concerned and no doubt proved to be highly effective! As the 

day progressed a total of five surviving ancient boundstones and ten 

millennial ones were visited and more bumpings ensued, including those of 

more senior ‘youngsters’, the organisers themselves! 
 

During the morning the boundaries with the neighbouring parishes of Mary 

Tavy, Lamerton and Milton Abbot were beaten along the west side of 

Brentor before a lunch stop in the delightful gardens of The Homestead at 

West Liddaton. The route passed through much private farmland, which 
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most participants had not seen before, and along minor public roads. The 

afternoon saw the procession beat their boundaries with Coryton and 

Lydford along the River Lyd and up beside Whitelady Falls in Lydford 

Gorge, and thence the remaining part of the Mary Tavy boundary along 

west Black Down before returning to the village hall. 
 

 
 

 

The whole day was blessed 

with a gloriously cloudless sky 

and proceedings were rounded 

off in the hall where a 

traditional ‘parish ale’, a 

medievally themed feast, was 

enjoyed by over 100 

participants and organisers. 

The whole event was provided 

free although donations were 

requested and, due to people’s 

generosity, a net profit of £400 

was raised for the village hall 

fund! 

Steve Mason 
 

May Kent being ‘bumped’ by dad, Martin 
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Brentor Commons  
 

What a year it has been for cow parsley. The roadside banks and hedges 

seem to be festooned with great swathes of white foliage, not only that but 

they are regularly enhanced by the bluebells, pink campions and buttercups, 
giving the sensation of having been painted by Monet. 

The whole of the common seems to have burst into life over the recent 

weeks. All of the trees are in full exuberant leaf with some such as the 

mountain ash and chestnut already in full bloom. The bluebells are again 

giving a wonderful display on Bowden and especially Liddaton, the area in 

the far southwest corner being particularly fine. 
 

At last the paths on the common are now dry and in places even becoming 

a little dusty; what a change from the past six months. 

Along the back path there had been a hatching of speckled yellow moths; 

their behaviour was very much that of butterflies. They were brightly 

coloured, settled with their wings open and were day flying. It took quite a 

bit of searching through our books to discover what species they were. 

On checking the pond on Liddaton we found the tadpoles have come on 

very well. Many were already developing their hind legs and were very 

active, creating quite a ripple across the surface. That surface was looking 

rather unusual as it was covered in willow fluff almost as if it had had a light 

dusting of snow. 
 

We have been pleased this month to host a visit from the Tavistock branch 

of the Devon Wildlife Trust. Will Walker Smith and Mike Whitfield led a 

party of eleven members around both commons. The history, ecology and 

wildlife of the area was explained and Pete Glanville from Tavistock was on 

hand to help with identification of various bird and plant species. 
 

We are hoping that some of our visitors will be coming back in the future 

to help with such jobs as coppicing and scrub clearance. 

Would there be an interest in such a guided walk amongst the local 

community. Please get in touch by phone, email or at coffee morning. 
 

Barry Albrighton 01822 860445 
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The Old Testament Book of Deuteronomy    
 

This book is the fifth and last book of the Hebrew Torah, the books of the law 

given to Moses, otherwise known as the Pentateuch (from the Greek meaning the 

five scrolls). The name Deuteronomy also comes from the Greek, meaning second 

law. It reiterates the law first delivered at Mount Sinai as recorded in Exodus and 

Leviticus; it also includes an historical  section summarising Israel’s journey to the 

borders of the promised land on the east side of the river Jordan, the death of 

Moses and Joshua’s confirmation as his successor. 
 

Moses never entered the Promised Land, but died on the summit of Mount Nebo 

in sight of it (Ch 34). Here I am reminded of the words of a speech by Martin 

Luther King Jnr, delivered on the eve of his assassination on 3rd April 1968, ‘…I’ve 

been to the mountain top….and looked over and seen the promised land….I may 

not get there with you, but I want you to know that tonight that we as a people 

will get there…’ How prophetic!! 
 

A major theme of Deuteronomy is obedience, urging the Israeli people to 

remember all that God has done for them (27:9 to 28:68). ‘If you fully obey the Lord 

and carefully follow all his commands that I give you today the Lord your God will set you 

high above all the nations of the earth. All these blessings will come upon you and be 

with you if you obey the Lord…. 28:1-2’. 
 

I feel it important to try to link the Old Testament where possible to the New. 

This can, at times, be difficult, but Jesus does refer to Deuteronomy several times.  

 The words of the law quoted by our Lord of loving God with all your heart 

mind, with all your soul and also with all your strength, Deut 6:4-6 and Mark 

12:29-32 

 The answer that Jesus gave to Satan when tempted by him in the desert ‘man 

cannot live on bread alone, but needs every word that comes from the mouth 

of the Lord God, Deut 8:3  and Matthew 4:4 

 In 2 other sentences from chapter 6, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test’ and ‘worship the Lord and serve only Him’  

In addition to the important theme of obedience, another is the renewal of God’s 

covenant. Chapters 29-30 show the covenant made at Sinai with the nation of 

Israel; however this covenant is contrasted with the ‘new ’ covenant in Jeremiah 

31:31- 34, a new covenant to place all mankind in a right relationship with God 

through Christ, on which I will comment more fully in a future article. 

Ian Silcox 
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 Open from 
 12.00 noon 
 
 
 Food served 
 From 12pm – 2 pm and 6pm - 8pm 
(9pm if pre-booked) Breakfast served 
Saturdays from 11am-4pm. Check 
website for up to date food times 

 Roasts available all day Sunday 

 Disabled access 

 Baby Changing Facilities 

 Smoking Shelter 

 Large Garden with Children's 
Play area 
Cross House Inn & Restaurant,  

School Road, Metherell, Nr Callington, 
Cornwall, PL17 8BQ 

01579 350482 

Cross House Inn  
& Restaurant 

 
 

E.PASCOE & SON  
 
 

Monumental Masons 

Five Acres 

Gulworthy 

Tavistock 

PL19 8HZ 

Email:  

epascoe@gpamail.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01822 832320 

 

www.epascoeandson.com 

 
 

 

mailto:epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
http://www.epascoeandson.com/
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Mission Community Events for June 
Saturday 2 June: Mary Tavy Methodist Chapel: 2:30pm Cream Tea on the lawn 

or in the Chapel hall if wet. We hope to see many friends and the Sun!  
 

Wednesday 6 Mary Tavy Methodist Chapel: Moorland Outreach: 2pm Speaker: 

The Venerable John Reed. 
 

Wednesday 6 June: 7~9pm and every following Wednesday, Coronation Hall, 

Mary Tavy: Short Mat Bowls. 
 

Thursday 7 June: 1~3pm & subsequent Thursdays, Knit, Natter & Craft Group 

meet at the Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. Contact Wilma: Tel: 01822 810040. 
 

Thursday 7 June: 9.45am and every following Thursday, Coronation Hall, Mary 

Tavy. 

Pilates with Sally Cinnamond. £6 per session. 
 

Friday 8 June – Thursday 14 June: Summer Festival Tavistock Parish Church 

9.30am – 4.30pm 
 

Saturday 9 June:  7:30pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Camping and 

Caravanning Club invite villagers to join them for an evening of singing & simple 

Caleidh dancing, Light Refreshments provided.  All very welcome.   
 

Thursday 14 June: 12~1.30pm Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel. 

Soup and Dessert Lunch.  All welcome. (nb: No meetings in July or August). 
 

Saturday 16 June: Tavistock Parish Church 7.30pm Dartmoor Festival 

Orchestra concert 
 

Monday 18 June: 10-11:30am Mary Tavy Chapel Hall.  Jigsaw Swap with 

refreshments. 
 

Thursday 21s June: 7:30pm Brentor Village Hall. Brentor Garden Club, A 

talk by Dr Francis Howard entitled ‘Medicine in the Garden’. Visitors welcome 

at £2 on the door. No meetings in July or August.  
 

Friday 22 & Saturday 23 June: Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. 6:30pm 

Performance by Whitty Kids; Children from Whitchurch School put on a 

summer performance. All welcome.  
 

Saturday 23 June: 5pm St. Peter’s Church Strawberry Tea, bring & buy, Peter’s 

game/raffle/skittles at Harford Bridge Holiday Park.  Everyone most welcome. 
 

Saturday 23 June: Tavistock Parish Church 7.30pm Tamar Valley Male Voice 

Choir concert 
 

Tuesday 26 June: 10am- 12 noon: Mary Tavy Methodist Chapel Hall. 

Visit of the Devon Sensory Team for those with sight or hearing problems. 
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The Parish Church of St Eustachius, Tavistock 

700th   Anniversary            

Guide to events in June 
 

Vicars and Druids on Dartmoor              Wednesday 6 June 7.30pm 
Part of our 700th Anniversary Lecture Series. Dr James Fox will give a talk 

entitled: The Reverend John Bray, the Druid and his Poetic Inscriptions on 

Dartmoor. Dr James Fox, philosopher and former researcher at the Open 

University, specialises in 17th and 18th century  metaphysics and  mystical  

doctrines. NOTE: this lecture will take place in Tavistock Parish Centre, 5A 

Plymouth Road.       Admission: Free (retiring collection in aid of church funds) 
 

700 Years of Faith, Fellowship and Fun!                           8 to 14 June  
A vibrant summer exhibition of flowers and displays, including items from 

our Parish Records and exhibits connected with the rich history of our 

church, presented by church and community groups, societies and 

businesses. Further details from Parish Office (01822 616673), or Hilary 

Sanders (07810 301376).  
 

Concert: Impressions of Dartmoor          Saturday 16 June at 7.30pm 
Come and hear the Dartmoor Resonance Festival Orchestra, conducted by 

Simon Ible. This will be the opening concert of the nine-day Dartmoor 

Resonance Music Festival (which runs from 16th June to the 24th June) and 

marks the 20th anniversary of the Dartmoor Society.                    

   Admission: £20 (£5 children 14 and under) on the door  

or in advance from www.dartmoorsociety.com/drmf  
 

The Church Windows of William Morris        Wed 20 June at 2.30pm  
Part of our 700th Anniversary Lecture Series.  Our lecturer, Dr Geri Parlby, 

is a former Fleet Street journalist and film publicist, with a first class 

honours degree in History and Theology, a Masters in the History of Art 

from the Courtauld Institute and a Theology doctorate from Roehampton 

University, London.  

Admission: Free (retiring collection in aid of church funds) 
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Tamar Male Voice Choir                          Saturday 23 June at 7.30pm 
The Tamar Male Voice Choir Gala concert will feature the trio 2Ts and a 

Cothi, the return of the exciting Welsh Tenors, with a stunning soprano!  

            Admission:  £12.50 (£5 for those 14 years and under), on the door or in        

advance from Book Stop, Tavistock, Mary Tavy Post Office  

or from Ray Hinton ( 07817 521185) 

 

 

 
 

 

Would you like to contribute to the 
magazine? 

 
We are always looking for something new 

and different, and would love to hear 
from you! 

 
Contact Mandy in the Parish Office 

616673 
parishoffice@tavychurch.eclipse.co.uk 

mailto:parishoffice@tavychurch.eclipse.co.uk

