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                  Wheal Friendship,                       

 Mary Tavy     

Dear Friends 
 

At last the long winter is over and we can look forward to warmer 

weather, the return of cuckoos to the moor and swallows nesting in 

our church porches. We live in such a beautiful part of the world, but 

recently we have been challenged about how we care for our 

environment. The use and disposal of plastics has been much in the 

news, particularly during Lent this year.  
 

Care of God’s beautiful world was also the theme of this year’s 

Women’s World Day of Prayer (WWDP). Every year this wonderful 

day of prayer takes place on the first Friday in March. Unfortunately 

the snow meant many of the services throughout the UK had to be 

postponed. At Christchurch Brentor we celebrated it on the Friday 

after Easter.  
 

Each year a different country prepares the service. Women prepare 

it, but the service is for everyone. The theme is given to the chosen 

country at least 4 years before their service, but it always amazes me 

how  incredibly topical the theme becomes as we approach the date 

for the service, and this year was no exception.  
 

The title of the service compiled by the women of Suriname, was All 

God’s Creation is Very Good! We thanked God, with the women of 

Suriname, for the incredible beauty of their country, in the Amazon 

region with an amazing diversity of plants, birds and other animals, 

but we were challenged by the destruction of the rainforest, the 

pollution of rivers by greedy illegal goldminers and the need to 

recycle and reduce our waste. 
 

We looked at the account of God’s creation in Genesis chapter 1 

and were challenged to think about our responsibility as custodians 

of the earth and our accountability to God for her care. We 

confessed our failure to care for creation. 
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It is encouraging to think that all round the world on March 2nd 

(unless postponed due to snow) women and men were confessing 

their lack of care for God’s creation, including the words: We 

recognise that development without preservation, and consumption without 

sustainability endangers the future of the earth for future generations.  
 

My grandchildren are 4 and 2. I want them to be able to enjoy God’s 

creation as much as I do.  We were challenged to think of a practical 

thing we could commit to doing to care for and preserve God’s 

creation. I will seek to reduce the amount of food I buy in plastic 

packaging, reduce waste and try to optimise my recycling. Can we all 

try to do this, not only for the sake of the next generation and their 

children, but to care for our oceans and the creatures of the sea? 
 

In his Canticle of the Creatures St Francis calls all God’s creation his 

brothers and sisters, addressing water as ‘Sister Water’ and the earth 

as ‘our sister, Mother Earth’, celebrating God’s creation with awe and 

wonder. The present Pope, Pope Francis, in his letter on the 

environment Laudato Si, reflects on the saint’s love of all God’s 

creation and the desperate need for us all to adopt this attitude of 

awe. He comments that ‘if we approach nature and the environment 

without this openness to awe and wonder, if we no longer speak the 

language of fraternity and beauty in our relationship with the world, our 

attitude will be of masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set 

limits on their immediate needs.’  He reasons that Jesus called us to 

serve as he served, not to powerfully lord it over others to get what 

we want, but to serve one another and care for the weakest among 

us. When we look at nature through the eyes of St Francis, viewing 

even the ugliest of creatures as our brothers and sisters who have as 

much right to live on earth as we do, our response should be to seek 

ways to care for all of them, through caring for our environment. 
 

At the beginning of the WWDP service we sang one of my favourite 

hymns, the great hymn by Stuart K Hine: O Lord my God, when I in 

awesome wonder consider all the works thy hand hath made. I particularly 
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love singing it when we are worshipping at St Michael de Rupe, from 

the top of Brentor. The second verse is so appropriate: 
 

When through the woods and forest glades I wander 

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 

When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 

And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze. 

Then sings my soul, my saviour God, to thee 

How great thou art, how great thou art! 
 

My prayer is that future generations will also be able to sing these 

words with as much joy as we can. 

Hazel Butland, 

Licensed Reader within the Mission Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for the Month 
 

Almighty God who governs all 
things in heaven and earth 

mercifully hear the supplications 
of your people. 

Grant to our Parish all things needful for its 
spiritual welfare,  

and through the guidance of your Holy Spirit 
may we be of one heart and mind 

in the fold of your holy church, to the honour 
and glory of your name. 

Through Jesus Christ Our Lord. 
                                                      Amen 

 
chosen by Mary Wills 
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May 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Tue 1  1 pm  TMAF concert 

 7.30 pm Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road 

 

Wed 2 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 2 pm  Handicraft Group – parish centre 

 3.30pm Messy Church 

 7 pm  TMAF Tavistock Sings 

 

Thurs 3 1 pm  TMAF concert 

 

Fri 4 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 

 7 pm  TMAF concert 

 

Sat 5 12 pm Marriage of Ashley Burrage & Izaskun Balado  

   St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 12 pm Marriage blessing for Linda & Keith Williams 

  

Sun 6 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with a  

   group for children 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Holy Communion – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Mon 7   TMAF All Day Workshop 

 

Tue 8 7.30 pm Gulworthy PCC 

 

Wed 9 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 7.30 pm Archdeacon’s Visitation  

 

Thurs 10 ASCENSION DAY 

 12 pm Holy Communion – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 7.30 pm Holy Communion  

  

Fri 11 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 
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May 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Sat 12 10 am Intercessors’ Prayer Group 

 2 pm  Marriage blessing, St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 7.30 pm Vocal Harem concert  
 

Sun 13 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with  

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 11.30 am Family Worship 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor  
 

Tues 15 7.30 pm Brentor PCC 

  

Wed 16 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 2.30 pm 700th Anniversary Lecture 

 7.30 pm Tavistock PCC 

    

Thurs 17 2 pm  ‘Living with Bereavement’ – parish centre 

  

Fri 18 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 

 1 pm  Marriage of James Pancheri & Evelina Volbeda 

   St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 1 pm  Organ recital by Richard Lesser 

  

Sun 20 PENTECOST 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with 

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Holy Communion for Healing and Wholeness 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 
 

Wed 23 10.30 am  Holy Communion  

 2 pm  Handicraft Group – parish centre 

 

Fri 25 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in Church 
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May 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

  

Sat 26 2 pm  Marriage of Rufus Hack & Jennifer Hare 

   St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 7.30 pm Tavistock Music Festival Chamber Ensemble of London 

  

Sun 27 TRINITY SUNDAY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion with Baptism 

 9.45 am Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 2 pm St George’s Day Parade Service 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor  

  

Wed 30 10.30 am  Holy Communion  
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From the Vicarage 
 

Ascension Day 
 

On Thursday 10th May the Church celebrates Ascension Day.  The 

Ascension marks the end of Jesus’s earthly mission and his return to 

the Father.  His final words, ‘I am with you always.  Go and make 

disciples of all nations,’ are words which are full of comfort and also 

of urgency.  From these words we realize that Jesus does not 

abandon us nor deprive us of his presence but he does entrust us 

with the mission of making the love of God known.  The message is 

clear: the disciples are not to remain inactive but are to move into 

the future with courage and conviction.  They have a vital and 

essential role, they have seen and heard – the Son of God has been 

born in human form and transformed death into new life and new 

hope.  Now that his earthly mission is over, Jesus entrusts the 

continuation of his work to those who believe in him.  Their task is 

to spread out from Jerusalem and to proclaim to all nations the good 

news of God’s love. 
 

Like the first disciples, our call is also to make known the good 

news.  We are to continue the work of those who have gone before 

us and help build up the Kingdom of God.  Jesus is no longer present 

in a human body; his place is taken by the Holy Spirit who will be our 

guide and strength as we journey through life. 
 

Immediately after the crucifixion the disciples had been rootless 

people, uncertain, and unsure, and afraid.  They were spiritually 

poor.  Not so much pilgrims of the new faith but wanderers.  But 

now they have a clear vision and they know the presence of God with 

them to be an eternal fact.  The Ascension is not the end of Jesus’s 

story – it marks a new beginning.  Like the disciples, we can often 

wait for God to do all the work.  But Jesus turns our attention to the 

task in hand, the preaching of the Gospel to all nations.  Local 

situations have been put into our hands.  For us it is important to 

remember that we are never alone or forsaken.  We need to regain 
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a clear and focused vision of God’s presence in our lives and to be 

enriched by it.  We also need to be open to God and ready to be 

surprised by him.  We are not “between the times” as the disciples 

were.  We have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit.  God is always 

challenging our comprehension and understanding of him.  He is 

always pushing out the boundaries of his love.  We need to be 

prepared to have our outlooks, our attitudes and our understanding 

challenged by him, and, above all, we need to push at those 

boundaries ourselves.  Isn’t that what we are about?  We who are 

ourselves the disciples of our day, called by and sent out in Christ’s 

name.  Let us be open to the Spirit and be ready to be surprised and 

enriched in the ways that we are led.  Above all, let our minds be 

enlarged, for God’s love knows no bounds. 
 

With my love and prayers         

 Chris Hardwick 

 
 Safeguarding Training for C1 and C2 is being held on 

Wednesday 23rd May in the Parish Centre. 
 

Training for C1 commences at 9.45 for coffee to begin promptly at 10am -
12.45pm. Training for C2 will run from 1.30 - 4pm. 
  

For C1 and C2 training please bring a packed lunch; tea and coffee will 
be provided. 
 

C1 can also be done online. C1 is required for anyone who has 
safeguarding responsibilities or who has contact with children, young 
people and/or adults who may be vulnerable. 
 

Those requiring C2 will need to complete C1 first. 
C2 is required for anyone who has safeguarding leadership 
responsibilities or responsibilities for leading activities involving children, 
young people and/or adults who may be vulnerable.  For example, Bell 
Tower captain, Churchwardens, leaders of children’s activities, 
youth/children’s workers, home visitors, choir leaders. 
 

Details are also available online. 
Numbers are limited to 20 per course. 
Please contact me on 01822 832374  or e-mail jablowey@gmail.com 
 

Any queries please do ask. 
Many thanks,  

Judith. 
 

mailto:jablowey@gmail.com
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Tel: 01822 616747 

Collacombe Down, Lamerton, Tavistock Devon PL19 8SD 

MOT TESTING STATION     SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

GENERAL SHOP ~ ACCESSORIES 

SELF SERVICE & ATTENDED PETROL & DIESEL 
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The Bedford Hotel 

The Bedford — Tavistock’s 

favourite retreat 

A warm welcome awaits. 

Join us for: 

Morning Coffee 
Bar Lunch 

Sunday Lunch 

Dinner 

 

Tel 01822 613221 

www.bedford-hotel.co.uk 

           
 

Try the 
Toe Nail Cutting Service 
By qualified technician £12 

Note this service is not suitable for everyone 
 

 
 

Available at TASS Anchorage 
Centre on Wednesday. 

 
For an appointment  

call Pat on 07845 932597 
 or 01822 610262 

 

www.patwarne.com 

Also offering full 
Reflexology £25 

per hour 

 

Having Trouble 
Reaching Your Feet? 

 

 

Morris Bros 
Funeral 

Directors 
Established in 1870 

Your local independent Funeral Director 
is owned & run by the fifth generation of 

the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke. 

We provide a qualified, professional & 
sensitive service to the people of 

Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon & 

Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford 
Foundry providing you with a very 

personal service regardless of the time of 

day or night. Call for a 24 hour service 

on         01822 612023 

The Old Bedford Foundry 

Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 
 

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available 

www.morrisbros.co.uk 
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The events of Holy Week 
 

As we come to the end of the glorious Easter season having celebrated the 

bursting forth from the stone cold tomb of our great Saviour, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, we now look forward with great anticipation towards 

Pentecost, and the gift in power to us Christians of God’s precious and life 

giving Holy Spirit. But before we run ahead too much let us take a brief 

look at those world changing events of Holy Week from a fresh point of 

view. 

Some of us struggle with fitting all the events of the last supper through to 

the crucifixion into just a short time span of some 18 hours, and with 

certain other apparent contradictions that we find between the Gospel 

accounts of those events. With the discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls in 

1947, and further study of early Christian writings, maybe a slightly different 

and more harmonious picture emerges. 

The Dead Sea scrolls reveal that there were two different calendars in use 

during Jesus’s time: one was lunar based and used by the Temple and 

authorities, and a second was solar based and followed by the Essenes. 

Understanding these calendars helps us to consider the possibility that 

Jesus celebrated a Passover type meal on the Tuesday evening which was 

then followed by his arrest in Gethsemane. We can then fit his 

interrogation and imprisonment in the high priests compound, and the 

various trials before the Sanhedrin, Herod and Pilate, into a longer time 

span, before his final crucifixion on Good Friday. Fr. Bargil Pixner, in his 

book ‘With Jesus in Jerusalem’, gives a fine exposition of how all the events 

of Holy week may then have unfolded, and I will follow his pattern. 

Let us start with the supper that Jesus shared with Mary and Martha in the 

home of Simon the Leper on Saturday evening, which, remembering the 

Jewish day starts around sunset, would have been the same day as the 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem on the morning of Palm Sunday. We can 

then begin to see how the two references to the upcoming Passover feast 

in Mark14v1-3 and John12v1-2, which give the feast as ‘two days’ and ‘six 

days’ away, do not conflict, but refer to the different time when the Essenes 

(and those who saw the Temple and its priests as no longer true to the 

covenant) and the people following the normal calendar would celebrate 

their feast. 
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If we do that we can see that Jesus, not an Essene himself, could celebrate 

a Passover type meal on Tuesday evening (the beginning of Wednesday) 

with his disciples, knowing that he would be crucified on Friday, the eve of 

the traditional Passover at the very time - the sixth to ninth hour 

(Mk15v33) when the Pascal lambs were being slaughtered in the Temple 

for the Passover meal to be eaten on Friday evening.   

Early evidence for this three day chronology comes from a number of 

writings. In the third century Syrian ‘Didascalia Apostolorum’ we read, 

“When we had eaten the Passover on Tuesday evening, we went to the 

Mount of Olives and during the night they arrested our Lord Jesus. On 

Wednesday he remained imprisoned in the house of the High Priest 

Caiaphas and the leaders assembled and decided against him. On Thursday 

they took him to Pilate and he remained in prison that night. When Friday 

commenced they accused him vehemently and crucified him on the same 

Friday.” 

In the second century ‘Didache’ or ‘teachings of the apostles’ we read, “The 

obvious reason why the primitive Church in Jerusalem altered the Jewish 

weekly fast days (Monday and Thursday) to Wednesday and Friday, was 

because on Wednesday Jesus was taken prisoner (cf Jesus saying “When 

the bridegroom will be taken away, they shall fast on that day”Mk2v20), 

and on Friday he died.” 

We can then combine the Gospel accounts to put together the agonising 

events that our Lord had to endure after the last supper and his arrest in 

Gethsemane late Tuesday evening. After Jesus’s betrayal by Judas he was 

taken bound to Caiaphas’s Palace, the High Priest’s house, but just where 

that was located has caused speculation. The ‘Pilgrim of Bordeaux’ in 
AD333 reports seeing a pillar ‘on which they flogged Christ’ (Lk22v63-64) 

at the site venerated by Christians as the High Priest’s Palace and that was 

located near the present day Church on Mount Zion of St Peter in 

Gallicantu - the Cock’s Crow, which also contains an ancient water cistern 

known as ‘Christ’s Prison’. 

Jesus went first before Annas, who had been High Priest from 6-15AD, 

who then sent Jesus to his son-in-law, the current High Priest Caiaphas 

(18-36AD). During this time Peter denied his Lord three times before the 

cock crowed, and the men who were holding Jesus mocked and beat him, 

and he was then probably lowered by ropes into ‘the depths of the pit’, the 
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water cistern being used as a prison. Meanwhile Caiaphas sent for the 71 

members of the Jewish Council, the Sanhedrin, to meet as was proscribed 

in the Law in the Chamber of Hewn Stone of the Temple, on the morning 

of Wednesday; this is mentioned by Luke (22v66). But the statements of 

the witnesses brought before them that morning ‘did not agree’ (Mk14v56). 

Throughout all this Jesus remained silent (Mk14v60-61) so when Caiaphas 

saw that this was not getting anywhere he put Jesus under oath “I charge 

you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God” 

(Mtt26v63). Under such an oath from the High Priest Jesus could not 

remain silent any longer and declared, “I am” (Mk14v62). This perceived 

blasphemous answer sealed Jesus’s fate and Caiaphas declared that there 

was no need for other witnesses and that “He is worthy of death and must 

die” (Mk14v64). 

We now hear the voice of one dissenting member, Joseph of Arimathea 

(Lk23v50-51), who may have reminded them all that the law now required 

this sentence of death to be confirmed only after pondering for a night, so 

the council was called to meet again the next morning, Thursday. If this 

sequence of events is true then the view that Jesus’s trial was illegal does 

not hold water, as the High Priest did follow the requirements of the Jewish 

law. Probably after further scourging Jesus would then have been returned 

to the cistern pit, his prison for another night. The Messianic psalm 88 has 

reference to this (Vs4&6) “You have put me in the depths of the pit, in the 

regions dark and deep”. 

To my mind this time in Caiaphas’s prison, together with that in Pilate’s, 

helps us see that the three days and three nights mentioned as the sign 

(Mtt12v40) Jesus gave to the Jews from Jonah’s prophecy (Jonah1v17), was 
actually fulfilled, as the time from Jesus crucifixion to resurrection does not 

occupy that amount of time.  

So very early on Thursday morning the Sanhedrin reconvenes (Mk15v1 & 

Mtt27v1) and confirms the death sentence upon Jesus. As the religious 

authorities could not execute a death sentence the political trial of Jesus 

before the Roman procurator Pontus Pilate now begins. But again we are 

faced with a problem as to where the ‘Praetorium’, where Jesus stood 

before Pilate was located. Once more the early Christian traditions may 

help us place this at the ancient Royal Palace of the Hasmoneans where 

once a ‘Praetorium Church’ named the ‘Church of Pilate’ was located 
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opposite the Temple Mount and later called ‘St Sophia’. The present day 

Wohl Museum encompasses excavations of distinguished houses dating 

from this period. Unfortunately the present ‘via dolorosa’ does not quite 

follow Jesus’s original path to Golgotha, but it is still worth walking with a 

stop off at the ‘Austrian Hospice’ along the way for refreshments. 

After the confirmation of the death penalty by the Sanhedrin, Jesus was 

taken up by ropes from the pit and led under guard to Pilate early that 

Thursday morning (Jn18v28). The Chief Priests would not enter with Jesus 

for ‘fear of ritual defilement’ so Pilate went out to them, and having 

interrogated Jesus said “I find no case against him” (Jn18v38). When Jesus’s 

accusers mentioned that he came from Galilee, Pilate decided to send Jesus 

to Herod Antipas, the tetrarch of Galilee (Lk23v7), and we read from that 

time on Herod and Pilate ‘became friends’ (Lk23v12).  

Jesus, having failed to perform signs to please Herod, was sent back to 

Pilate who continued his interrogation on Thursday afternoon (Lk23v13). 

Pilate thought he may get away with giving the people the choice of either 

Jesus or Barabbas for release, and in the meantime put Jesus in his prison 

till Friday morning. When Friday morning dawned and Pilate had to finally 

make a decision, he received a disturbing note from his wife advising him 

to ‘have nothing to do with that innocent man’ (Mtt27v19). 

Pilate asked the crowd “which of the two, Barabbas or Jesus, do you want 

me to release?” (Mtt27v21), and the crowd, whipped up by the authorities, 

cried out for the murderer Barabbas and for the prince of life, Jesus, to be 

crucified (Mtt27v22).  

And so washing his hands, from his ‘judgement seat’ Pilate sentenced our 

Lord who was led out to be crucified that first ‘Good Friday’. Good because 
Jesus’s death, resurrection and ascension have brought to you and to me, 

who have put our faith and trust in him, new and eternal life - life in all its 

abundance. Alleluia.  

Every Blessing to you all 

Mike Loader (Assistant Priest, St Eustachius’) 
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Thank you to everyone who supported the Parish 
Church Lent Lunches in the Parish Centre. 
 
Your generosity enabled us to send £200 to the Seed 
Project. 
 

Cathy Sherlock 

 

 

 

The Friends of St Eustachius’ 
 

Golf Afternoon 
Wednesday 11 July 

 
at Tavistock Golf Club 
tee off from 2 – 3 pm 

 
hot snacks available 
non-members £17.50 

 
please contact Tony Sherlock 

email – anthony.sherlock@hotmail.co.uk 
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Tidings from Tavistock … 

 

Raise the Roof for Tavistock Parish Church and Make Your 

Mark for Heritage  
Individuals, families and community groups are being invited to take part in 

Tavistock Parish Church’s new fund-raising campaign to Sponsor a Slate. 

The roof has been leaking for some time and after a very wet winter restoration 

work is urgently needed to prevent further damage of items stored inside, which 

include choir robes, music and essential items for worship.  Scaffolding has already 

gone up at the east end of the church and preliminary work has started.   

Donors are being invited to sponsor a slate and inscribe it with their name, or 

those of family members or loved ones.  Personal messages and designs can also 

be added and when finished, the new roof will form a time capsule within the 

church fabric. 

The campaign is aiming to raise £28,000 towards the cost of the work, which is 

expected to total £84,000.  Over 1,000 new slates are required which, because 

the building is Grade Two Listed, need to be identical to the existing ones. Part 

of the cost will be funded by The Friends of St Eustachius’. A whole slate can be 

sponsored for £25, or a small section for just £5 and all donors will be recorded 

in a book to commemorate their generosity, unless they wish to remain 

anonymous. The book will be kept in the vestry. 

Project co-ordinator, Tom Smith said: ‘This is an opportunity for the people of 

Tavistock, local businesses, tourists and history lovers to all come together and 

raise the roof. By donating whatever they can afford, they have the chance to 

really be part of something that will last for generations, while preserving the 

historic Parish Church for the future.’ 

Slates are available in church and stewards will be on duty to show people how 

to donate and sign. Alternatively, a donation can be made either at the Parish 

Office or online  - www.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/vestry  
 

Plans are forging ahead for a Summer Festival between June 8 and 14, as part of 

the church’s 700th Centenary Celebrations.  

Visitors will be able to see how the church has been part of Tavistock life since 

1318.  Presented by church and community groups, societies and businesses, there 

will be historic displays, including some silver, vestments, records and 

photographs, complemented by a vibrant exhibition of summer flowers.  There 

will be activities for children and examples of the work of various church groups. 

For more details contact the Parish Office or churchwarden Hilary Sanders on 

07810 301376. 

 

http://www.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/vestry
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St Eustachius’ and Messy Church Lent Challenge  
 

This year our church family rose to a Lent Challenge that involved giving 

rather than giving up. An empty jam jar was decorated and filled with 40 

challenges, which included things like learning a new prayer or Bible verse, 

praying for someone on the pew sheet, donating to a charity shop or 

thinking what we are grateful for.  There has been a wonderful response 

to this, with people sharing their different Lenten journeys. Some kept a 

very careful and heart-warming record of how they did, whilst others 

created their own extra challenges. Easier challenges seemed to have been 

the prayers and gratitude, whilst more difficult ones were sitting in a 

different place in church (impossible for the choir – sorry!), or no screen 

time in the evening (my own personal challenge) or not complaining for 

one whole day! It’s perhaps also thought provoking to reflect on how the 

challenges were approached. Were they planned for or did they just 

happen? 
 

Now that Lent is over and we have celebrated Easter, it is interesting to 

look back to our Lent Challenge and to see what difference it has made in 

our lives and the lives of others.  Is there anything that can be taken forward 

from it that can be carried on for the rest of the year? What can we do to 

make these changes less accidental and temporary and more intentional 

and habitual? Some changes we make in our lives as Christians may only be 

small, but they can make a big difference. 

Dear God, Thank you for giving us all that we need. 

Thank you for turning 

the small things we give you into something big that 

can make a huge difference. 

Help us to be generous 

with everything that we have,  

       just as you are so generous in what you give us. Amen 
 

Thank you to all who took part and also made donations when a challenge 

was completed. Money will go to the new Kindergarten School in 

Melanesia. So far more than £300 has been raised which will be given to 

Sister Veronica, the founder of the Kindy Project, when she visits us on 

Sunday 27 May. Hopefully this will make a big difference to the children and 

staff there. 
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TALES FROM THE TOWER 
 

One day in October, neither drunken nor sober, 

O’er Broadbury Down I was wending my way. 

I ‘eard of zum ringin’, zum dancin’ an’ zingin’, 

I ought to remember that Jubilee Day.... 

This song, collected by Sabine Baring Gould of Lewtrenchard and often 

sung at folk gatherings, tells of a ringing competition which took place at 

the village of Ashwater. There was some dispute because ‘the men of 

Broadwood[widger] struck a note on the tenor should never have been’ and, 

refusing to accept the judges’ decision, challenged the ringers from 

Northlew  (who rang ‘so steady and true, that better in Devon there never have 

been’) to a return match at St Stephen’s by Launceston. In the event – 

perhaps there was a wedding on that day – they rang at Callington, where 

‘all the people, the hale and the feeble, came forth to hear the sweet bell-music 

flow’. 

Ringing competitions still take place and are probably more popular than 

ever, although we no longer ring for ‘a belt and a hat laced with gold’ as did 

the ringers in the song, nor for money, as often happened then. There may 

be a cup or a shield to carry proudly home for display in the tower, and 

there will certainly be a certificate, but that is all. However, as the saying 

goes, it is the taking part that is important – which is not to say that the 

judges’ decision is always accepted with good grace. We are but human. 

So how is a ringing competition judged? Unusually, for a music competition 

(yes, it is music...) the performance is judged by faults– by two bells striking 

too close to each other, perhaps, or too far apart, so that the listener hears 

either a clash or an ugly gap. To keep an even rhythm at all times, whether 

ringing plain rounds, call changes or the most complicated of all methods, 

is what all ringers strive to achieve, and this involves hand, eye and ear co-

ordination, and constant attention to all three. The pleasure felt in the 

tower when good striking is achieved is, we hope, felt more widely outside 

by those who hear us. In other words, the fewer faults there are, the better 

the ‘sweet bell-music’ will flow.  
Competitions serve a purpose. Teams entering for one will practise the set 

competition piece, whether it be call changes or a method, for some time 

beforehand. If possible, they will visit the tower where the competition is 

to be held, and practise on those bells. This will inevitably improve the 
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general standard of ringing in each tower and maintain interest. The day of 

the contest enables ringers from different areas to come together and 

increase the good fellowship that has always existed between ringers 

(unless they argue over the result and demand a return match!) and, when 

ringing for money, or a ‘good hat’ or pair of gloves for each of the winning 

team, the prize would, for a farm labourer or artisan, be worth having.  

Our team at Tavistock takes part in a number of competitions throughout 

the year and occasionally one is held at St Eustachius’ itself. Last year we 

competed in the Devon Association 8-Bell competition at South Molton 

and also in the Devon Guild 6 and 8 Bell competitions. For these we sent 

a full team, but there are also competitions in which only one or two of 

our own ringers will take part. And the most recent of these is the national 

12-Bell competition, to be held this year at the church of Great St Mary, in 

Cambridge. 

This competition is open only to members of a regular 12-bell team and 

the winners are presented with the Taylor Trophy. There are strict rules 

– each competitor must be a regular ringer with the team represented, and 

may only ring for one team – and eliminators were held in March so that 

of the 19 teams which entered, only ten will be heard on the final day. 

Many 12-bell towers have to draw their ringers from surrounding churches. 

Exeter Cathedral, whose bells are heavy and demand a particular form of 

excellence, is one of these, and we are very proud in Tavistock to have 

several ringers who have in the past been members of the Cathedral 

band, including our captain, George, and his son, Andrew, both of whom 

served for some time before withdrawing owing to business 

commitments .  Still amongst those members are Ian and Ann, who ring 
regularly for Cathedral services, and it was Ian who took part in the 12-

bell eliminator at Ossett, in Yorkshire, recently, and helped the Exeter 

team to qualify for the final on June 23rd. 

Cambridge will be the scene of great excitement on that day, with 120 

ringers actually taking part, not to mention their supporters and many 

other ringers who come simply to listen. There will be a gathering on the 

Senate House Lawn, opposite the church, with plenty of food and drink 

and even a specially-brewed beer (presumably for drinking after ringing, as 

far as the ringers are concerned!). 

And who knows? There may even be ‘zum dancin’ an’ zingin’....  
Donna Baker 
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Residential Care Home for 

those with learning 

disabilities. 

52 Plymouth Road 

Tavistock, PL19 8BU. 
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to sponsor 

St Eustachius’ Church 
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Paul Greenhill 
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)  

 

Mobile: 07971 195549 

Tel: 01822 616792 
 

PROFESSIONAL 

TREE CARE 

BY 

Tuell Farm 

Beautiful Stone 

Holiday Cottages 
 

Nestled in the Tamar Valley 

Available for short term lets 

10 minutes from Tavistock 

 
01822 870207 

cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk 

www.tuellfarm.co.uk 

Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off 

Award Winning  
  Evening Valuations & Viewings  

No Restrictive Contracts 
Local, National & London 

Advertising 

Accompanied Viewings 

A 

 

Okehampton 
01837 54080 

Tavistock 
01822 617243 

millertc.co.uk 
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ONE OF                   ’S 

TOP 50 BRITISH 

BOOK SHOPS 

 GENERAL 

 BOOK SHOP & 

 MUSIC SELLER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 

IN WHICH TO BROWSE.  

GROUND AND FIRST 

FLOOR: BOOKS, 

AUDIOBOOKS,  

AND CARDS. 

SECOND FLOOR: 

CDs AND DVDs. 

& THE MUSIC 
ROOM 

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk 
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com 

3 MARKET STREET, 

TAVISTOCK 

TEL 01822 617244 

 

 

 

WE HAVE A      

COMPREHENSIVE 

SELECTION OF TITLES, 

TOGETHER WITH A 

FIRST RATE ORDER 

SERVICE. 

 

 
Offering a complete design and 

fitting service. Visit us in our 

showroom and together we can 

create your Unique Kitchen! 

 

UNIT 8, PLYMOUTH ROAD 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

TAVISTOCK 

PL19 9QN 

TEL: 01822 611278 

 
kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

www.uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

 

 

If it’s on, under or beside the desk, 

we supply it, including the desk! 

 
PCC Office Supplies Ltd 

For all your Business and Domestic 

requirements including: 
 

Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS, 

Office Machines, Cleaning & 

Catering 
 

We guarantee to beat the 

competition and save you money 

with our same day/next day service 
 

Call 01822 619639 

sales@pccofficesupplies.com 

 

 

PCC 

 
         

 

http://www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk/
mailto:kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
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“We Come to You” 
01822 855822 or help@chezvouspc.com 

 

 

Got a computer problem – at home or the office? 

We are the local visiting Computer Service you are looking for – in our 

15th year. Both Mac & PC fluent – if you’ve got an issue, we can help with 

it. Good rates too. We sell new as well as repair, we also sell  

Anti-virus and help with networking. Find us on Facebook as well as all 

the usual other methods. 

 

 

mailto:help@chezvouspc.com
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Gulworthy Notes … 
Hope is only a four lettered word but it means so much; as the dictionary 

defines it - “a feeling of expectation and desire for a particular thing to 

happen or a feeling of trust”. 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” 

(Jeremiah 29:11).  Easter has just passed and the death of Jesus has given 

us all hope. At the time of writing we are awaiting the birth of a new child 

for Prince William and Kate, hoping that all will be well for both child and 

mother. 
 

On April 4th, fifty years ago, Martin Luther King was assassinated; he gave 

hope to many through his work for freedom and equality, something we all 

still hope for worldwide. As he said, “we must accept finite disappointment 

but never lose infinite hope”.   
  

If we talk about the role of Emily Pankhurst we automatically think of the 

Suffragette movement which gave hope to women so that they, like men, 

could vote too. In December it will be a hundred years ago since the first 

general election in which women over 30 could vote, with the hope they 

would be involved in creating a better future. The creation of the RAF 100 

years ago gave the country hope. We have just finished the Commonwealth 

games where competitors trained for 4 years with the hope of achieving a 

medal. For some that was achieved, for others it is the start of another 4 

years training, hoping for success next time.   
 

On 19th of this month we will wish Prince Harry all the best for his marriage 

to Megan Markle, hoping that their marriage will be full of happiness. Just 

as Christopher and Sally Pancheri will be doing at the wedding of James to 

Evelina on 18th. Again, we wish them all the best and hope that their 

marriage too will be full of happiness and good fortune. 
 

In March we welcomed Gill Reed to the PCC; we thank her for joining and 

hope that she will enjoy her time with us and look forward to her great 

contribution. 
 

So hope, although so small, is a big word that holds such an importance in 

all that we do! 
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For all those who came on the Rogation walk, thank you. I’m sure you 

enjoyed this very family oriented occasion. It is always a great time to talk 

to one another, meet new people and spend time in our glorious parish. If 

you enjoyed this or want to experience another parish from a different 

perspective you can also join Brentor for their Rogation walk on Sunday 

6th May. A bridge is being erected especially for the day! 
 

Wednesday 2nd is our gift day. It will run from 8.30am until 4.30pm at St 

Paul’s. This a great chance for the parish to meet the clergy and members 

of the congregation. So do spread the word to let everyone know. Thank 

you. 

Best wishes, 

Hilary Marks and all at St Paul’s Gulworthy.  

 

 

Gulworthy & Tavistock WI 
Finally!!  - a lovely dry, sunny evening for our 

members to meet at TASS for the AGM. With a 

unanimous vote, Val Anderson was voted in as our 

President, and the Committee, with one new 

member was voted in en bloc.  The WI Resolution 

‘Mental Health Matters’ was discussed and agreed 

by all the members.  Our Secretary gave her 

Annual Report and concluded by saying that now 

we are at the commencement of a new WI year, and with new members 

continuing to join us we have a full programme of events / speakers to look 
forward to.  During the evening a ‘Garden’ photograph competition was 

held which was won by Mary Rogers who had photos of her wonderful 

garden for us to enjoy, and all the photographs reminded us of (hopefully) 

the coming summer.   

Our ‘Ladies Wot Lunch’ is going from strength to strength with very 

enjoyable lunches arranged for us by Sally.  Dawn arranges walks for ‘The 

Walking Group’ keeping us healthy and promoting friendship.  Attending 

film shows at The Wharf is becoming very popular; thanks again to Sally 

for arranging this.  All in all we are looking forward with confidence to a 

busy and fun year.  For any further information please contact Rose-Marie 

Bonnevier : 01822 610566. 



 

 

32 

Brentor News … 
 

Brentor Church had a very busy Easter this year. We held our annual Good 

Friday Ascent up the tor, retelling the Good Friday story, and despite the 

very cold winds we were joined by about 30 people (many visitors to the 

area) who joined in, dressing up as the crowd and taking part. It was a very 

moving experience for us all, finishing with a quiet reflective service in 

church. 
 

On Easter Saturday we held a Garden Party for families in the village hall 
and over 50 came for the mix of children's activities, including making cards, 
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cakes and the Easter garden for church. Busy parents were delighted that 

there was this provision, with food served to everyone. 

Many thanks to Sally Pancheri for her usual wonderful organisation! 
 

On Easter Sunday both churches were beautifully decorated for the 

occasion and we held two communion services, starting our summer 
season of services at St Michael's (evensong from now on). 

 

During the next weekend we staged an exhibition of photographs of our 

two churches, which attracted another 80 plus people, raising money for 

Derriford Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and Brentor Church. The images 

were absolutely beautiful (and can still be seen - and ordered! - on our 

website, if you were unable to be there). The rolling slide show allowed 

everyone to see everything clearly and was a great success - we shall 

certainly do this again. Altogether we raised nearly £200 and will be sending 

£100 to Derriford. 
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Brentor Commons  
 

In the heat of an unusual warm afternoon, a pair of buzzards soared 

languidly overhead. They traced invisible circles drifting across my field of 

view when I realised they were bisected by a pair of con trails. What a 

contrast between the silent and seemingly effortless gliding with the 

rectilinear power of modern technology. Straight lines against circles, 

silence against a vast roaring and energy free gliding against the insatiable 

thirst of four jet engines. 
 

At last the birds are in full song. The common was alive again. There were 

three pairs of yellowhammer, two pairs of bullfinch and several chiffchaffs 

in just a short length of the back path behind the big ash tree. It has been 

an unusual year for me with the chiffchaffs. They are inevitably the first 

summer visitor to arrive on the common and are brought to my attention 

by their easily recognisable onomatopoeic song. This year they are more 

than two weeks later than normal and though I have seen several, I have 

yet to hear their calls. 

 

There is colour appearing in the hedge banks at last. 

At the base, the acid chrome yellow of the 

celandines contrasts well with the soft pastel yellow 

of the primroses. Everyone is saying that the 

primroses are putting on their best showing for 

many years. I think this is because the cold 

spring has held them back and when there was 
at last a little warmth they all came out together. 

 

The few warm days that we have had even brought butterflies out of 

hibernation and I saw a pair of red admirals battling with each other, I 

assume to establish territory, with such energy as they swirled around my 

head in pursuit of each other, totally oblivious of my presence. 

 

Barry Albrighton 01822 860445 
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 Open from 
 12.00 noon 
 
 
 Food served 
 From 12pm – 2 pm and 6pm - 8pm 
(9pm if pre-booked) Breakfast served 
Saturdays from 11am-4pm. Check 
website for up to date food times 

 Roasts available all day Sunday 

 Disabled access 

 Baby Changing Facilities 

 Smoking Shelter 

 Large Garden with Children's 
Play area 
Cross House Inn & Restaurant,  

School Road, Metherell, Nr Callington, 
Cornwall, PL17 8BQ 

01579 350482 

Cross House Inn  
& Restaurant 

 
 

E.PASCOE & SON  
 
 

Monumental Masons 

Five Acres 

Gulworthy 

Tavistock 

PL19 8HZ 

Email:  

epascoe@gpamail.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01822 832320 

 

www.epascoeandson.com 

 
 

 

mailto:epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
http://www.epascoeandson.com/
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Mission Community Events for May 2018 

 
Tuesday 1st May: 11 a.m. ~ 1 p.m. and every following Tuesday,    Coronation Hall, 

Mary Tavy: Short Mat Bowls. 
 

Wednesday 2nd May: 2 p.m.  Moorland Outreach; Mary Tavy Methodist Chapel. 

Speaker:  Mrs. Rene Chambers, lay preacher, ‘her life and work’.   
 

Wednesday 2nd May: 7 ~ 9 p.m. and every following Wednesday, Coronation Hall, 

Mary Tavy: Short Mat Bowls. 
 

Thursday 3rd May: 1:00 ~ 3:00 p.m. and subsequent Thursdays, Knit, Natter and Craft 

Group meet at the Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. 
 

Thursday 3rd May: 9.45 a.m. and every following Thursday; Coronation Hall, Mary 

Tavy.  Pilates with Sally Cinnamond. £6 per session. 
 

Thursday 10th May: 12 ~ 1:30 p.m. Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel.  Soup and Dessert 

Lunch.  All welcome. 
 

Thursday 10th May: 2 p.m. Mary Tavy and Peter Tavy W.I. Annual Meeting at the 

Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. 
 

Saturday 12th May: 2 p.m. Mary Tavy & Peter Tavy W.I. Spring Sale at the Coronation 

Hall, Mary Tavy.  Plants, Cakes, bric-a-brac, raffle and teas. 
 

Thursday 17th May, 7:30 p.m. Brentor Garden Club at Brentor Village Hall. Ian Vardell 

will speak on Devon’s Gardens’ Trust.  Visitors welcome at £2 on the door. 
 

Saturday 19th May: 11:30 a.m. Art Auction at the Parish Rooms, Plymouth Road, 

Tavistock, Devon.  Viewing from Friday 18th May 2 to 5 p.m. and Saturday 19th May 9 to 

11 a.m. All proceeds will be given to Macmillan Cancer Support.  A fabulous selection of 

artworks donated by generous artists of the Tamar Valley.   More information via e-mail: 

howard@duross.eclipse.co.uk; 
 

Saturday 19th May: from 2:30 p.m. at Edgecombe, Cuddliptown,. Cream Tea 

and a walk round the pond, by kind invitation of Mr & Mrs Peter Tinson, in aid of St. 

Peter’s Church funds. 
 

Monday 21st May: 10:30 ~ 11:30 a.m. Mary Tavy Chapel Hall; Jigsaw Swap with 

refreshments and a chat.  

A welcome to all. 
 

Tuesday 22nd May: 10 a.m. ~ 12 noon.  Devon Sensory Team meet at the Mary Tavy 

Chapel Hall. 
 

Bank Holiday Monday, 28th May: from 12 noon Mary Tavy Village Spring 

Fayre at the Mary Tavy Coronation Hall and Field.  We hope you will come along and 

support the Village Fayre. 
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The Parish Church of St Eustachius, Tavistock 

700th   Anniversary    

         

Guide to events in May and June 
 

Tavistock Festival Evensong                             Sunday 6 May at 6pm 
St Eustachius’ Church Choir will be joined by the choir of St Mary’s 

Magdalene, Launceston. Music to include works by Stanford, Parry and J.S. 

Bach.                                     Admission: Free (retiring collection) 

 

Vocal Harem Annual Gala Concert         Saturday 12 May at 7.30pm  

Join Vocal Harem, the Sultans of Sing and Special Guest, Fionnuala Kirby 

(harp) for a colourful programme of music ranging from classical, folk, jazz 

and pop, to spirituals and music theatre. Vocal Harem is a ladies’ choir 

which rehearses in Tavistock from October until May and is now 

celebrating its 11th season.               Admission: £6 (under 18s, free) on the door,  

or tickets in advance from Book Stop or from choir members  

 

Sin and Salvation in Medieval Devon          Wed 16 May at 2.30pm  
The first of our 700th Anniversary Lecture Series. Dr Sue Andrew shows 

how the rich legacy of medieval work is still to be found in our parish 

churches, including Tavistock, and considers why parishioners decorated 

these buildings in such a way.   

Admission: Free (retiring collection in aid of church funds) 

 

Organ Recital                                                        Friday 18 May at 1pm  
This will be a chance to hear Richard Lester, an excellent performer, 

playing on our superb 1845 Walker organ. During his long and 

distinguished career, Richard has performed on BBC Radio 3, featured in 

Gramophone Magazine and has recorded a number of award-winning 

performances on the Nimbus label.  

Admission: Free (retiring collection in aid of church funds) 
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700th Anniversary Concert                         Saturday 19 May at 7.30pm 
To celebrate the dedication and consecration of the church, St Eustachius’ 

Church Choir perform a programme of choral works celebrating two 

historical events: the Royal Wedding and the Consecration of Tavistock 

Church. Music to include works by Vivaldi, Handel, Stanford and Parry. 

Directed by Steven Martin with Andrew Millington (organ).   

Admission: Free (retiring collection in aid of church funds) 

 

Dedication Festival Evensong                         Sunday 20 May at 6pm 
Join us for a service marking the 700th Anniversary of the Consecration and 

Dedication of the Church in Tavistock.  

Admission: Free (retiring collection in aid of church funds) 

 

Quarter Peal                                                    Monday 21 May at 6.30pm  
To mark the day of the consecration of the church 700 years ago, the Bell 

Ringers of St Eustachius’ Church, under the direction of the Tower Captain, 

George Mudge, will ring our fine peal of ten bells to celebrate the day. The 

ringing will begin at 6.30pm and will last about an hour. Come and enjoy 

the sound of the bells as they echo around the church and streets of 

Tavistock.  

 

On This Day in 1318...                                  Monday 21 May at 7.30pm 
Part of our 700th Anniversary Lecture Series. The Reverend Dr Steven 

Martin will give an illustrated talk exploring what happened on the day of 

the Consecration of St Eustachius’ Church on this day in 1318.   

 Admission: Free (retiring collection in aid of church funds)  

 

Vicars and Druids on Dartmoor              Wednesday 6 June 7.30pm 
Part of our 700th Anniversary Lecture Series. Dr James Fox will give a talk 

entitled: The Reverend John Bray, the Druid and his Poetic Inscriptions on 

Dartmoor. Dr James Fox, philosopher and former researcher at the Open 

University, specialises in 17th and 18th century  metaphysics and  mystical  
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doctrines. NOTE: this lecture will take place in Tavistock Parish Centre, 5A 

Plymouth Road.       Admission: Free (retiring collection in aid of church funds) 

 

700 Years of Faith, Fellowship and Fun!                           8 to 14 June  
A vibrant summer exhibition of flowers and displays, including items from 

our Parish Records and exhibits connected with the rich history of our 

church, presented by church and community groups, societies and 

businesses. Further details from Parish Office (01822 616673), or Hilary 

Sanders (07810 301376).  

 

Concert: Impressions of Dartmoor          Saturday 16 June at 7.30pm 
Come and hear the Dartmoor Resonance Festival Orchestra, conducted by 

Simon Ible. This will be the opening concert of the nine-day Dartmoor 

Resonance Music Festival (which runs from 16th June to the 24th June) and 

marks the 20th anniversary of the Dartmoor Society.                    

   Admission: £20 (£5 children 14 and under) on the door  

or in advance from www.dartmoorsociety.com/drmf  

 

The Church Windows of William Morris        Wed 20 June at 2.30pm  
Part of our 700th Anniversary Lecture Series.  Our lecturer, Dr Geri Parlby, 

is a former Fleet Street journalist and film publicist, with a first class 

honours degree in History and Theology, a Masters in the History of Art 

from the Courtauld Institute and a Theology doctorate from Roehampton 

University, London.  

Admission: Free (retiring collection in aid of church funds) 

 

Tamar Male Voice Choir                          Saturday 23 June at 7.30pm 

The Tamar Male Voice Choir Gala concert will feature the trio 2Ts and a 

Cothi, the return of the exciting Welsh Tenors, with a stunning soprano!  

            Admission:  £12.50 (£5 for those 14 years and under), on the door or in        

advance from Book Stop, Tavistock, Mary Tavy Post Office  

or from Ray Hinton ( 07817 521185) 
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Would you like to contribute to the 
magazine? 

 
We are always looking for something new 

and different, and would love to hear 
from you! 

 
Contact Mandy in the Parish Office 

616673 
parishoffice@tavychurch.eclipse.co.uk 


