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What is this life if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare? 

No time to stand beneath the boughs 

And stare as long as sheep or cows. 

No time to see, when woods we pass, 

Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass. 

No time to see, in broad daylight, 

Streams full of stars, like skies at night. 

No time to turn at Beauty's glance, 

And watch her feet, how they can dance. 

No time to wait till her mouth can 

enrich that smile her eyes began. 

A poor life this if, full of care, 

We have no time to stand and stare. 

 

William Henry Davies (1871-1940), who wrote as W H Davies, was a 

Welsh poet and prose writer who is best known for two works, his early 

‘Autobiography of a Super-Tramp’, which detailed his life as a hobo in the 

United States from 1893 to 1899, and the short poem ‘Leisure’, which 

appeared in his “Songs of Joy and Others” in 1911.  

 

‘Leisure’ is only fourteen lines long, and is comprised of seven rhyming 

couplets 

 

The repeated ‘no time’, which appears in every couplet, rings like a bell in 
this carefully crafted poem which takes the reader through a catalogue of 

occasions on which the excuse of ‘no time’ prevents one from enjoying 

life to the full.  

 

The second to fourth couplets refer to the natural world and have most 

relevance to the rural reader who is likely to encounter boughs, woods 

and streams in the course of their day. They are salutary reminders that 

the privilege of living in the countryside is largely wasted if one does not 

pause and allow its sights and sounds to do their work on one’s feelings 

and emotions.  
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The fifth and sixth couplets take the principle of ‘standing and staring’ to 

the highly recommended pastime of people-watching. 

 

The title of ‘Leisure’ is an interesting one, because the poem is a call to 

create leisure by taking the decision to ‘stand and stare’. Davies wrote 

these words more than a hundred years ago and they are even more 

relevant today than when he penned them. Most people seem to be ‘full 

of care’ most of the time and many complain that they have no time for 

leisure. However, few would disagree with Davies’s conclusion that their 

life is impoverished because they do not make the effort to switch off and 

absorb the world around them. 

 

We are now in the height of the holiday season and I do hope we all have 

given ourselves time to take a break even if we are not going away on 

holiday. We live in a most beautiful county which gives us that 

opportunity to stand and stare, to take time to see what is really going on 

around us and to enjoy God’s creation in all its beauty.   

My husband, when we have taken a short flight and fly below the clouds, 

says this is what God must see, beautifully tended fields with not a weed 

or a thistle in sight, animals enjoying their pastures, trees and gardens 

showing themselves at their best, the sand and the sea sparkling as we 

pass over, tiny houses full of people leading different lives, and the 

buildings of our towns and cities portrayed at night by light pollution. 

Jesus took time to stand and stare, took time out from the busyness of 

life and the clamouring of the people. Many of his parables and teachings 
were taken from observing what was going on around him and we often 

read that Jesus took himself to a quiet place to pray or to set out on the 

sea to get away from the crowds to find a time of rest and recuperation. 

We all need to take time to stand and stare, switch off our phones for at 

least a week, tell ourselves to switch off our I-pads and computers, have 

conversations with our nearest and dearest, enjoy a meal with friends 

without any distractions, but above all we need to find time just to be and 

make contact with our inner self and with God. 

 

A month ago I was in Dubrovnik, a beautiful place with delightful people 

who have had more than their share of troubles in the past. It was a 

sweltering day so I left my friends to find peace, tranquillity and a cooling 
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breeze by taking a short trip in a small boat with ten other people around 

the islands. I was so looking forward to the space this short time would 

give me. I smiled at my fellow passengers and settled back to enjoy the 

peace and tranquillity. A gentleman to my left started to talk to me; he 

was an American on holiday and we started to talk about the world 

situation. For some reason I asked if he was a Christian and the flood 

gates opened; he had many troubles on his mind and this holiday was to 

be a time to ‘stand and stare’ and to find God. Other people in the boat 

listened into our conversation, and before long prayers for all different 

reasons were being said around the boat. We had all been given that time 

of leisure, that time to ‘stand and stare’ and pray together in the most 

beautiful of settings. We all hugged each other as we left the boat to go 

our different ways. God had been in our midst and we had found him. 

 

This summer take time to ‘stand and stare’ and see what happens. Thank 

God for the many blessings he gives us day by day, find within your 

leisure time that time to commune with God and pray, and you will find 

that God is in all that we see and hear around us. 

 

Love to you all 

Revd. Sue                               Assistant Curate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the month 
 

Lord 
 

To those who hunger,  
give bread. 

 

To us who have bread,  
give a hunger for justice. 

 

from Families First magazine,  
by the Mothers’ Union 
 
 

chosen by Hilary 
Johnson 
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August 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 
 

 

Wed 1 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 1 pm  Exon Festival lunchtime recital (Organ) 

 7.30 pm Exon Singers ‘Would Like To Meet’ 

 9 pm  Compline by candlelight 

  

Thurs 2 1 pm  Exon Festival lunchtime recital (Quartet) 

 7.30 pm Exon Singers ‘All Shall Be Well’ 

 9 pm  Compline by candlelight 

  

Fri 3 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am  Coffee Morning in church 

 1 pm  Exon Festival lunchtime recital (Harp) 

 7.30 pm Exon Singers ‘Baroque Delights – Figo Ensemble’ 

 9 pm  Compline by candlelight 

     

Sat 4 7 pm  Exon Singers ‘Messiah’ 

 

Sun 5 TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 8.10 am Live BBC Broadcast with the Exon Singers 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 10 am Said Holy Communion 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 5 pm Family Service – St Michael’s, Brent Tor  

 

Wed 8 10.30 am Holy Communion 

  

Fri 10 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 

 2 pm  Holy Baptism 

 

Sat 11  12 pm Marriage of Gary Robinson and Simone Biedermann 

 3 pm  Marriage of Lucy Cumming and Simon Connolly 

 

Sun 12 ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with 

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 4 pm Pet Service 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 
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August 2018 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Wed 15 10.30 am  Holy Communion  

  

Thurs 16 2 pm  ‘Living with Bereavement’ – parish centre 

 

Fri 17 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 

  

Sat 18 2 pm  Marriage of Sky Sawtell and George Scott 

  

Sun 19 TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with  

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor  

  

Wed 22 10.30 am  Holy Communion  

  

Fri 24 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 

 12 pm Organ recital by Joshua Hughes 

 

Sun 26 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY  

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with  

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor  

  

Wed 29 10.30 am  Holy Communion  

  

Fri 31 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Coffee Morning in church 
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From the Vicarage 
 

On Sunday, 5th August, the BBC will be broadcasting Sunday Worship from 

Tavistock to mark the Feast of the Transfiguration (6th August). The Exon 
Singers, with Conductor & Artistic Director Joseph Judge, Festival Organist 

Josef Laming and the FIGO Ensemble, will sing movements from Schubert's 

Mass in G. The service will be broadcast at 8.10 am on BBC Radio 4. 
 

The feast of the Transfiguration is a hugely mysterious event recorded in 

the New Testament. Jesus took Peter, James and John to a mountain.  The 

Gospels do not say which mountain. Christian tradition has usually named 

Mount Tabor, although Mount Carmel and Mount Hermon have been 

mentioned as possibilities.  
 

Matthew, Mark and Luke use slightly different phrases to tell the same 

story. In St. Matthew’s account: “He was transfigured: his face shone like 
the sun and his clothes became as white as light.” St.Mark says: “his clothes 

became dazzling white”, while St.Luke says: “his clothing became brilliant 

as lightning.” All three, in their slightly different ways, agree that Jesus was 

enveloped in a heavenly light as he was seen with Moses and Elijah.  Peter, 

James and John are witnesses to this light.  Peter, assumes he should do 

something.  He rushes to build three tents and Luke comments: “He did 

not know what he was saying.” James and John - the John who was to write 

so movingly about Jesus as the “true light” - say and do nothing. Suddenly 

a cloud passes over the scene and from the shadow they hear the voice of 

the Father saying: “This is my Son, the Beloved.” 
 

The images of light and darkness are so common to us that we often take 

them for granted: “I have seen the light” or “I was kept in the dark”, and 

yet they remain instantaneous and powerful images. 
 

The Church Fathers frequently meditated on the themes of light and 

darkness: saying: “light is the beauty of God”, or speaking of light as “a ray 

of the Divinity”. In John Henry Newman’s poem “The Dream of 

Gerontius”, the soul of Gerontius is brought before God.  For a split 

second Gerontius sees God as he is.  The light shows up the things of which 

Gerontius is ashamed with dazzling clarity.  Another poet, John Donne, 

wrote of the light of heaven in these words: 
 

“Into that gate they shall enter, and in that house they shall dwell, 
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where there shall be no darkness or dazzling, but one equal light; 

no noise nor silence, but one equal music; 

no fears nor hopes, but one equal possession; no ends nor beginnings, 

but one equal eternity in the habitations of thy glory and dominion” 
 

In the Transfiguration it is this truth, the new “glory of God”, “the one 

equal Light” which is revealed to us. 
 

With my love and prayers.                                        Chris Hardwick 
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The Bedford Hotel 

The Bedford — Tavistock’s 

favourite retreat 

A warm welcome awaits. 

Join us for: 

Morning Coffee 

Bar Lunch 

Sunday Lunch 

Dinner 

 

Tel 01822 613221 

www.bedford-hotel.co.uk 

           
 

Try the 
Toe Nail Cutting Service 
By qualified technician £12 

Note this service is not suitable for everyone 
 

 
 

Available at TASS Anchorage 
Centre on Wednesday. 

 
For an appointment  

call Pat on 07845 932597 
 or 01822 610262 

 

www.patwarne.com 

Also offering full 
Reflexology £25 

per hour 

 

Having Trouble 
Reaching Your Feet? 

 

 

Morris Bros 
Funeral 

Directors 
Established in 1870 

Your local independent Funeral Director 

is owned & run by the fifth generation of 

the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke. 
We provide a qualified, professional & 

sensitive service to the people of 

Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon & 
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford 

Foundry providing you with a very 

personal service regardless of the time of 
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service 

on         01822 612023 

The Old Bedford Foundry 

Lakeside, Tavistock PL19 0AZ 
 

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans available 

www.morrisbros.co.uk 
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Tidings from Tavistock … 

 

St Eustachius’ Project 700 Fundraising 
Plans are afoot to pull together a schedule of events, large or small, 

regular or ‘one-off’, to help fund the 700th programme of projects 

within the church.  

Everyone is invited to proffer ideas – there are forms available at 

the back of church. 
 

The Summer Fete, organised by the Friends, helped to raise 

more than £3,000. 

Despite rising temperatures in the prolonged spell of hot weather, 

stalls, sideshows and other attractions offered shady respite, and 

cakes and refreshments proved a real crowd puller. Pre-loved 

clothes, jewellery and scarves were popular with the ladies, wood-

turning gifts with the men and a good selection of plants scored a 

hit with gardeners. Live music filled the air and for the children 

there was a bouncy castle and face-painting. 

 

 

One of the 

very 

successful 

stalls 
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and 

another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped or supported the event. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PET SERVICE  

 ST EUSTACHIUS’ CHURCH 

SUNDAY 12 AUGUST at 4 pm. 
All God’s creatures, great and small, are warmly invited to a “Pet Service” 

with their owners at St Eustachius’ church on Sunday 12th August at 4 pm. 

This is a service to thank God for the beauty of his creation, for all God’s 

creature’s great and small, and for our pets which give us such fun, love 

and joy. If you do not have any live 

pets, soft fluffy animals are also 

invited to come along.  
 

Flossie, my dog, and I look forward 

to welcoming you and your pets to 
this special service.   

 

Revd. Sue. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://s.abcnews.com/images/US/ht_fabio_maltese_wy_130312_wmain.jpg&imgrefurl=https://abcnews.go.com/US/fabio-dog-heads-orleans-rehab-owner-cut-off/story?id%3D18711503&docid=Mo4MeKUnFKGOcM&tbnid=_7TQ3SOJ0STcxM:&vet=12ahUKEwiuv8OVopLcAhUkCMAKHeJQBng4ZBAzKFkwWXoECAEQWg..i&w=640&h=360&bih=875&biw=1280&q=picture of a maltese puppy that can be copied and pasted&ved=2ahUKEwiuv8OVopLcAhUkCMAKHeJQBng4ZBAzKFkwWXoECAEQWg&iact=mrc&uact=8
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The Vestry Roof Project: an Update 
Delay to the Project 

As most of you will be aware, the project to repair the vestry roof is 

behind schedule. The anticipated completion date is now 7 August, five 
weeks later than originally planned. 

There are two main reasons for the delay: 

1. The early work on the roof revealed a substantial number of rotten 

structural timbers. These have had to be replaced, and the water 

ingress, which led to the damage to the timbers and also to the damp 

in the wall at the south east corner of the choir vestry, dealt with. A 

lead sheet, installed between the granite coping and the Hurdwick 

Stone wall below it, should prevent future ingress of water. 

2. It was decided to replace the boiler exhaust flue liner in the chimney 

while the scaffolding was up. This work is essential for any 

improvement to the heating system in the church, and doing the 

work now will substantially reduce future costs. 

Financial Matters 

1. The additional work involved in damp-proofing the roof has 

increased the costs of the project by £9,500 inclusive of VAT, 

bringing the estimated total cost of the work to about £94,000. 

2. The Sign a Slate Campaign continues to be very successful, and the 

total raised by the beginning of July was nearly £17,000 including gift 

aid. One advantage of the delay to the work on the vestry roof is 

that the Campaign will remain open for a few more weeks, and 

contributions are continuing to come in. 

Thanks 

We thank all the local contractors with whom we have enjoyed excellent 

relations throughout the project. Particular thanks are due to JB Roofing 

Services Ltd who, among many things, have been generously flexible in 

carrying out their work to enable all the services in the church to go 

ahead as normal. We are also very grateful to GK Worden, our 

scaffolders, and to Tinhay for providing storage for roofing slates. 

We also extend our thanks to the members of the choir, whose 

forbearance of the disruption caused by allowing the contractors to use 
the choir vestry, thereby saving us the costs of paying for a separate 

contractors’ welfare facility, is greatly appreciated.  
 

Nick Clark, Chairman of the Fabric Team 
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TALES FROM THE TOWER 
 

Summer has come, and with it that seasonal question that we all ask each 

other at this time of year - no, not whether we put the jam or the cream 
on first (if I never hear that question asked again, it will be too soon) but, 

in our little eyrie halfway up the tower, whether there is a wedding to 

ring for on the coming Saturday and, if so, can we muster enough 

ringers?  
 

It’s not always a foregone conclusion that we can, you see. Especially in 

summer, when some of us may be away on holiday or already booked to 

ring for a wedding at another church - remember how I told you, last 

time, how several of us ring at other churches in the diocese as well as 

here in Tavistock. Last Saturday, for instance, we had weddings at St 

Eustachius’, Lamerton  and Mary Tavy, all at much the same time. 
Although Lamerton has its own team, one of our regular ringers comes 

from there, and Mary Tavy doesn’t have a regular team at all, so relies on 

outside help. Not only that, they like to have the bells both before and 

after the wedding, so it means quite a long stint and gives little chance of 

dashing into Tavistock to help out.  
 

We always try to provide the full complement of ringers for our ten bells 

but sometimes have to settle for eight - still a fine sounding peal, since 

these are the original eight which were heard for years before we added 

the two extra for the Millennium. But as far as I am aware, we have never 
(yet!) rung less than that for a wedding. We may have to search other 

towers for help, but there's usually someone, somewhere, who will come 

and lend a hand.  
 

It’s important to ring for weddings. The wedding day is a very special 

event and everyone wants theirs to be perfect. The sound of bells, which 

always seems to me to be especially joyous when ringing out as the newly 

wed bride and groom leave the church, is the decorative icing on the 

more solid cake of the service itself. The bride and groom probably 

hardly notice it themselves, caught up in the excitement and happiness of 

the day, but they’ll hear it later on the DVD that seems to be part of 
every wedding now and will probably  go out to friends and relatives all 

over the world. And people in the town, who still pause to watch a 

wedding party, hear the bells too. The sound draws their attention as 
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they shop, wander in the square or drift in and out of the market.  ‘Why 

are the bells ringing? It must be a wedding...’ And for most people - even 

in these cynical times - the thought brings a smile and a lift of the heart.  
 

Up in the tower, although we see little of the wedding itself, we are 
aware of this. We arrive half an hour after the wedding begins (or is due 

to begin - they don’t always start on time, you know) and wait, more or 

less patiently, for the signal that the service is over and we can make our 

own contribution. (The signal is the switching off and on of the light on 

the spiral staircase; we’re right up there with modern technology.) We 

then ring twice, for about fifteen minutes each time, and finally leave the 

church, often to appear as mysterious figures at the back of whatever 

photograph is being taken at the time. (We are the ones not dressed in 

wedding finery and possibly carrying shopping bags, in case you’ve ever 

wondered.)  
 

That’s if it all goes well. All ringers have stories of brides who turned up 

three quarters of an hour late, whose fathers lost the car keys before 

leaving the house, whose veil got tea spilt on it at the last moment, whose 

taxi just never turned up at all. There are probably some who even went 

to the wrong church. Thankfully, I have never myself gone to ring at a 

wedding which was cancelled but I expect it’s happened. And I’ve never 

heard anyone object to a wedding, at that moment in the service when 

the opportunity is announced. (Apparently, if that happens, the vicar has 

to stop the service and call the police because an offence has been 

committed, so don’t try it, will you, even in ‘fun’. It’s no joke!) 
 

But most weddings do go well, by and large, and any little hitches or 

upsets usually turn into laughter later on. And we, safely shut away from 

it all up in the tower, don’t know much about that anyway. We just wait 

for the light to flash, take our positions with ropes in hand, and do what 

we do best - sound the news of a wedding over the whole town.  
 

It is one of the most pleasurable of our activities. Especially if the bride is 

on time!  

 Donna Baker 
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From the Chairman of the Friends 
 

This is to let you know about two matters concerning the Friends. 
 

The 2018 AGM: Change of Date and Time 

The 2018 AGM will now take place: 

 On Sunday 9th September 

 At 11.45 

 In the Parish Centre 

Please note these details in your diary. An agenda for the AGM will follow 

in due course. 
 

The Chairmanship of the Friends 

At the AGM I shall be standing down as Chairman of the Friends, a 

position which I have greatly enjoyed over the last ten years. This year’s 

Chairman’s report to the AGM will be my last, and will give me the 

opportunity to reflect on my time as Chairman and to thank those people 

and organisations who have made that time so rewarding. 
 

At the AGM we shall, as usual, elect the Chairman, Officers, and other 

members of the Committee for the next 12 months, and nominations 

from members for all of these positions are invited. I understand that 

most members of the present Committee are willing to stand again, and I 

am pleased to say that Hugh Walkington, who has been a member of the 

Committee for the last 6 years, and Membership and Sponsorship 

Secretary since 2016 has agreed to be nominated as Chairman. 
 

With my thanks for your continuing support and with every good wish, 
 

John Rea  

District Officer in Tanganyika 
* 

The Winds and Wounds of Change 
* 

Aden: The Curtain Falls 
* 

Being the Memoirs of Dick Eberlie 
 

available now   

 

from Bookstop 

or the  author  on 01822  618974 

and  dickeberlie@gmail.com 
 

at  £12:50 each 

 

mailto:dickeberlie@gmail.com
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An invitation from Judith Blowey 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I am delighted to write that following a meeting with 

Bishop Robert I am to be ordained to the priesthood 

alongside my fellow curates in Exeter Cathedral on 

Saturday 29th September at 4pm.   
 

If you wish to join me in the cathedral there is a coach 

to Exeter which will leave Tavistock at 2pm. This will 

allow plenty of time to be seated in the cathedral by 

3.30pm. The coach will depart from Exeter at 

approximately 6pm. The cost will be approximately £8. 

There will be a list in each church for people to sign. 
 

The following day, 30 September, I have the joy and 

privilege of presiding at my first Eucharist service 

which will be in St Eustachius’ church and will be 

followed by light refreshments in church. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Chris and 

our fantastic ministry team and everyone in Tavistock, 

Gulworthy and Brentor for your support. It has been an 

amazing year and I look forward to continuing to serve 

you as my journey of ministry continues. 
 

With Every Blessing 

Judith 
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                                                  BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, 

                                                          PLUMBING AND HEATING 
  

                                                                                            
                                                                                                  8570 

             

                                                                                T: 01822 841410 

                                                                                    M: 07801 987258 

 

C8353 



 

 

22 

 

 

 

 

Residential Care Home for 

those with learning 

disabilities. 

52 Plymouth Road 

Tavistock, PL19 8BU. 

 

We are pleased 

to sponsor 

St Eustachius’ Church 

TAVISTOCK 610233 

THE LAWNS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Paul Greenhill 
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)  

 

Mobile: 07971 195549 

Tel: 01822 616792 
 

PROFESSIONAL 

TREE CARE 

BY 

Tuell Farm 

Beautiful Stone 
Holiday Cottages 

 

Nestled in the Tamar Valley 

Available for short term lets 

10 minutes from Tavistock 

 
01822 870207 

cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk 

www.tuellfarm.co.uk 

Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off 

Award Winning  
  Evening Valuations & Viewings  

No Restrictive Contracts 
Local, National & London 

Advertising 

Accompanied Viewings 

A 

 

Okehampton 

01837 54080 

Tavistock 

01822 617243 

millertc.co.uk 
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Gulworthy 

Notes…… 
 

Gulworthy WI 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE OF                   ’S 

TOP 50 BRITISH 

BOOK SHOPS 

 GENERAL 

 BOOK SHOP & 

 MUSIC SELLER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 

IN WHICH TO BROWSE.  

GROUND AND FIRST 

FLOOR: BOOKS, 

AUDIOBOOKS,  

AND CARDS. 

SECOND FLOOR: 

CDs AND DVDs. 

& THE MUSIC 

ROOM 

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk 
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com 

3 MARKET STREET, 
TAVISTOCK 

TEL 01822 617244 

 

 

 

WE HAVE A      

COMPREHENSIVE 

SELECTION OF TITLES, 

TOGETHER WITH A 
FIRST RATE ORDER 

SERVICE. 

 

 
Offering a complete design and 

fitting service. Visit us in our 

showroom and together we can 

create your Unique Kitchen! 

 

UNIT 8, PLYMOUTH ROAD 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

TAVISTOCK 

PL19 9QN 

TEL: 01822 611278 

 
kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

www.uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 

 

 

If it’s on, under or beside the desk, 

we supply it, including the desk! 

 
PCC Office Supplies Ltd 

For all your Business and Domestic 

requirements including: 
 

Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS, 

Office Machines, Cleaning & 

Catering 
 

We guarantee to beat the 

competition and save you money 

with our same day/next day service 
 

Call 01822 619639 

sales@pccofficesupplies.com 

 

 

PCC 

 
         

 

http://www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk/
mailto:kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
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“We Come to You” 
01822 855822 or help@chezvouspc.com 

 

 

Got a computer problem – at home or the office? 

We are the local visiting Computer Service you are looking for – in our 

15th year. Both Mac & PC fluent – if you’ve got an issue, we can help with 

it. Good rates too. We sell new as well as repair, we also sell  

Anti-virus and help with networking. Find us on Facebook as well as all 

the usual other methods. 

 

 

mailto:help@chezvouspc.com
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Do you ever? 
I wonder, do you ever wish, I don't mean at the well, or with the bone of 

a chicken, but do you ever wish you could go back and do some things, 

or some thing, differently? 
 

As I write this Joy and I are near Chennai, India, for a family wedding. We 

took a trip into the small local town of Mahabalipuram one morning, 

which is a world heritage site because of the very ancient huge stone 

carvings and temples, but it is also a classic example of the 'extremes' we 

see all around India, such a cultural shock to see poverty and excess 

juxtaposed. It was also one of those occasions when looking back one 

asks "did I miss an opportunity to help" as one is assaulted with much 

begging. Perhaps we have all had some similar situation and then think, 

should I have acted differently? 
 

When one sees such extremes of poverty and wealth, and then reflects 

upon the abundance that we all take for granted in our western society, 

we begin to appreciate the redemptive message that our Christian Gospel 

of good news really holds for the poor, and for all of humankind. 
 

I am presently reading Bishop Tom Wright’s book 'The day the 

revolution began', setting out how our Lord's crucifixion on that first 

'Good Friday' changed the world forever. For me it has been good to see 

how such an eminent theologian gives support to my own evolving 

understanding of what Jesus accomplished when he shed His blood upon 

the cross. Basically, Bishop Tom says, God's goal for us is not to go to 
heaven but for us to renew our human vocation within His renewed 

creation as was God's original purpose for us created in His own image. 

Remember St John's words in Rev 21v5, 'Behold, I make all things new'. 

Or putting it another way, Bishop Tom implies that there is a time 

coming when we shall take up our 'Priestly and Royal' vocations. That is 

the real biblical hope presented in the Gospels, which has been restored 

to us through Jesus's redemptive sacrificial death. 
 

So, can we have confidence in such a hope? Can we trust what is 

promised in our Bibles?  There is one thing that I have often wished that I 

could have done differently, and that is 'to have done some archaeology'. 

And it is through archaeology that I believe we can have increased 

confidence in our scriptures. 



 

 

26 

Biblical exegesis has passed through some turbulent times over the past 

century. "It's all myth" or "just stories", "the time scale is all wrong", etc. 

are the responses of some, but when scientific excavations bring to light 

the reality and historicity of biblical characters, places and events, our 

faith should rise as a result. 
 

In 2009, during excavations in the region of the 'Ophel', an elevated 

fortified part of the City of David in Jerusalem, Dr Eilat Mazar and her 

team unearthed two significant 'bullas', or ancient seals used to 

authenticate important documents, the details of which have only this 

year been released. Being found in the same strata and just a small 

distance apart they have been dated to the eight century BC. One can 

certainly be identified as that of King Hezekiah who reigned 715-686 and, 

although there is some ongoing scholarly debate, almost certainly the 

other was that of the Royal prophet Isaiah who was preaching 740-686, 
and so was a contemporary of Hezekiah. 
 

In previous excavations Dr Mazar has uncovered more evidence for King 

David's palace and a portion of Nehemiah's hastily constructed wall by 

the returning exiles (Neh 6v15). She has also found evidence of King 

Solomon's massive city wall, and many coins relating to the first century 

Jewish revolt. 
 

This, with much other archaeological evidence, should encourage us all to 

persevere in the truth of our 'most holy faith'. 
 

Every blessing to you all,  

Rev. Mike Loader, Assistant Priest. 
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Gulworthy Notes … 
Firstly, an apology – Those with sharp eyes will have noticed that the June 

entry from Gulworthy was in fact from 2017 not 2018, so I shall start by 

giving a few correct dates. 
 

By the time this edition of the magazine comes out it may well have been 

and gone, but the Gulworthy Annual Dog Show and Summer Fete is on 

29th July from 1pm at Woodovis Caravan and Camping Park. Our thanks 

again to the owners for allowing us to use what is a perfect setting. At the 

time of writing, the event is still to come, but hopefully, we will have had 

good weather and an equally good attendance. The highlights include Bees, 

Ferrets and Cream Teas with many stalls and displays. Proceeds from this 

fun event are split between St Paul’s Gulworthy and Gulworthy Parish Hall 

and it is our biggest fundraiser of the year. 
 

Judith Blowey’s Ordination to the priesthood will be at 4pm on Saturday 

29th September at Exeter Cathedral. A coach will be leaving at 2pm from 

outside St Eustachius’ and the cost will be somewhere in the region of £8 

depending on numbers. There will be a list at the back of each of the 

churches so please do sign up. We send our love, support and prayers to 

Judith on what will be a very special occasion.  
 

Advance dates for your diaries at St Paul’s Gulworthy: Gift day on 

Wednesday 12th September; Harvest Festival on Sunday 16th September at 

11.15am followed by Harvest refreshments; and the Police male voice choir 

concert which was postponed during the snowy weather and has now been 
rearranged for 5th October at 7.30pm. 
 

Many thanks to those who attended the glass blowing demonstration at 

Lowenna Edwards’ Farm on 17th June. It was a fascinating display of skill and 

delicacy with the addition of some mind-blowing science, and I think we all 

hoped we would win the freshly hand-blown pig in the Raffle! £435 was 

made for St Paul’s which is a brilliant result. 
 

Hilary Marks is recovering well from her hip operation and we all wish her 

speedy healing and renewed mobility. As a temporary “Notes” writer, I 

look forward to her return to the pages of the magazine! 
 

We have been experiencing wonderful weather here on the edge of the 

Moors, - unusually dry, of course, and very hot. Too hot for some, so, 
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unless the weather has broken just in time for the School holidays, do keep 

an eye out for elderly or vulnerable neighbours and, at the risk of preaching, 

keep animals in the cool as much as possible and never leave them in hot 

cars! 
 

I have only lived in the area for two years - down at Morwellham - but I 

think there is nowhere more beautiful than Tavistock, Dartmoor and the 

surrounding area at this time of the year. It is so lush, so green (though 

browning rapidly), so full of birdsong and busy insects. It is all too easy to 

forget the sadness in so many parts of the world where conflict is normality 

and where dry weather can bring starvation and death. As we count our 

blessings – and there is nothing wrong with doing so – we must never lose 

sight of tragedies in the world, but we must keep faith through prayer and 

give generously when, where and in whatever way we can. 
 

Lastly, all the best to those who are on holiday and a huge welcome to 

those who are just visiting the area and have picked up this magazine. 

All the best from 

Gill Reed and all at St Paul’s Gulworthy. 

 

Gulworthy & Tavistock WI 
 

A very enjoyable evening was experienced 

by all members when Janet Cowlard gave 

an illustrated talk on ‘Faberge & the Russian 

Royals’.  Coloured photographs of the 

wonderful Faberge jewelled eggs together 

with further photographs of the Royal 

Family were shown which accompanied a 

talk about the history of the family during 

that period.  Many members attend The 

Wharf to see films for which Sally organises 

the booking of the seats, and Ladies Wot Lunch are enjoying varying 

venues each month, again ably organised by Sally on our behalf.  The 

speaker for our August meeting is Simon Dell who will be taking on 

‘Tavistock Myth and Legend’.  Our institute has several new members and 
we welcome anyone who wishes to come along for the evening to 

meeting us all.  Please ‘phone Rose-Marie Bonnevier on 01822 610566 for 

further information. 
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Brentor Commons 

After the walk by the Tavistock branch of the Devon Wildlife Trust, I have 

been approached by several people to organise a similar event.  We will 

meet at 9.00am on Sunday 19th August on Bowden next to the big ash tree. 

Recognition of some common birds and their song will be our aim, along 

with identifying local flora. The history and environment of the commons 

will be discussed and the walk will be a maximum of two hours. Please 

contact me for further information. 
 

The hot dry weather has created an unfamiliar atmosphere. I have never 

known the paths to be so dusty and hard. The grass across the main part 

of the common is so high that walking along the paths is rather like being 

in a tunnel but at least the grass is higher than the bracken, showing the 

effectiveness of our annual rolling programme. The grass is already turning 
yellow, though the bracken still seems to maintain its vivid green. 
 

After the vibrancy of spring there is now little colour to see. There are 

small amounts of purple selfheal and knapweed with some yellow vetch and 

tormentil. The only abundance is patches 

of rose bay willow herb showing where 

the earth has been disturbed in the 

recent past. Convolvulus is a plant that I 

really dislike in the garden but climbing in 

a hawthorn bush it is more acceptable.  

Not as pleasing as my favourite climbing 

plant, honeysuckle, which for colour and 

smell is unbeatable. 
 

The first few blackberries and the rowan 

berries turning red are signs of the 

seasons moving on. 
 

Butterflies seem more abundant than for 

many years. Ringlet, gatekeeper, meadow brown and large whites are to 

be seen everywhere. 

 

Barry Albrighton 01822 860445 
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The Old Testament Book of Judges  
 

This book tells stories of national heroes called Judges who were not 

judges in the legal sense, but more military leaders or champions. It was 

the time following the death of Joshua, who had led the Israelites into 
Canaan - a lawless time until the arrival of the Samuel and the monarchy, 

a period which covered nearly 150 years from about 1200 -1070 BC. The 

Israelites did not carry out God’s instructions to worship him only and 

drive out all the tribes; they occupied the land with some tribes 

remaining, and thus they began to worship the local gods. The Israelites 

became divided and weak, easy prey to attack; their faith no longer held 

the scattered tribes together. But even though they had broken their 

promise to God, when they returned to him in desperation, he provided 

‘judges’ to set them free, firstly through Deborah, a prophetess, then 

Barak, resulting in a period of rest and relative peace for 40 years. Then 

the Israelites did what displeased God and he delivered them for 7 years 

into the hands of the Midianites –see chapter 6. However the Midianites 

were defeated through the leadership of Gideon, who was renamed 

Jerubbaal meaning contender with Baal, the god of the Amorites. After 

the 7 years of relative peace the lapses into paganism and idolatry 

continued with short periods when they returned to the worship of God. 

With the coming of Samson, the last of the major judges, the Israelites 

finally defeated the Philistines with Samson sacrificing himself by the 

destruction of the Philistine temple filled with people attending a feast in 

honour of their pagan god, Dagon. 

 

The book of Judges concludes with an attempt to unify the Israelites at 

Shiloh by making peace with the tribe of Benjamin, but on the return of 

the tribes to their own lands and properties, as they had no king or 

national leader, everyone did as they saw fit.  

 

So what is a message for us today?  It would seem to be a question of 

leadership and deliverance by trusting in God in the rescue of people and 

nations as He did for the Israelites at a difficult and critical time in their 

history, through individuals and prayer. Our Lord taught us to pray 
‘deliver us from evil’. 

                                                                                              Ian Silcox     
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E.PASCOE & SON  
 
 

Monumental Masons 

Five Acres 

Gulworthy 

Tavistock 

PL19 8HZ 

Email:  

epascoe@gpamail.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01822 832320 

 

www.epascoeandson.com 

  
 

mailto:epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
http://www.epascoeandson.com/
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Mission Community Events for August 
Wednesday 1 August: 7 ~ 9 pm & every following Wednesday, Coronation Hall, Mary 

Tavy: Short Mat Bowls.  

Thursday 2 August, 9:45 am and every following Thursday, Coronation Hall, Mary 

Tavy. Pilates with Sally Cinnamond £6 per session. 

Sunday 5 August: 12 noon ~ 4 pm Mary Tavy Country Fayre in the Recreation Ground 

& Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy.  All welcome. 

Friday 17 August: Harrington Homes Open Day ~ Mary Tavy. 

Saturday 25 August: 5 pm Barbecue in aid of St. Peter’s Church at Harford Bridge 

Holiday Park, by kind invitation of the Williamson Family.  All welcome. 

Bank Holiday Monday, 27 August: Gates open at 2 pm Peter Tavy Village Fayre ~ 

come to enjoy our traditional Village Fayre! 

Tuesday 28 August: 10 am ~ 12 noon.  Mary Tavy Chapel Hall.  Devon Sensory 

Group meets for those with sight or hearing problems.  

Friday 31 August: 6:30 pm  Summer Barbecue in aid of St. Mary’s Church funds at 

Wheal Friendship, Bal Lane, Mary Tavy, by kind invitation of Nick and Hazel Butland.  All 

very welcome.   

 

 

 

 

 
 


