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I am writing this waiting for my grandchildren to arrive to help us celebrate 

Easter and come with me to our new Messy Church in Mary Tavy. But, of 

course by the time you read this, Easter will be over and the children back 

at school for the summer term.  
 

I love the rhythm of the seasons; I particularly love spring, hearing the first 

chiffchaffs, seeing the first swallows arrive, hearing the first cuckoo on the 

moor, trees covered in fresh green leaves and primroses and bluebells by 

the roadside. As well as the seasons of the year, I also delight in the rhythm 

of the annual Christian festivals. This year, the only principal festival in May 

is Ascension Day, on 30th, but there is one day of commemoration 

observed by the church in May that I will always cherish. On May 8th we 

remember a special woman, who was born in about 1342 and lived as an 

anchoress (a solitary religious sister) in a cell attached to the church of St 

Julian’s in Norwich. We remember her as Mother Julian of Norwich. I love 

her story; she was a great theologian and mystic and is also thought to have 

been the first woman to write a book in the English language, a very special 

accomplishment. 
 

Feast days for saints and other men and women of God often fall on the 

day they died or were martyred but in Julian’s case 8th May is considered 

to be the day she very nearly died, the morning she received a series of 

wonderful visions. When she was 31, she was given the last rights and then 

a day or so later, when she was sure she was about to die, a priest held up 

a crucifix for her to gaze upon and she received a series of 15 visions, plus 

one more the following evening - revelations which she recorded and then 

spent the next 20 years contemplating.  
 

Her visions are recorded in a beautiful book entitled ‘Revelations of Divine 

Love.’ For me her first vision is most precious. 

She wrote:  

“God showed me… a tiny thing, no bigger than a hazelnut, lying in the palm of 

the hand, and as round as a ball. I looked at it, puzzled, and thought, ‘what is it?’ 

The answer came: ‘It is everything that is made.’ 

I wondered how it could survive. It was so small that I expected it to shrivel up and 

disappear.  

Then I was answered, ‘It exists now and always because God loves it.’ Thus I 

understood that everything exists through the love of God. 
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In this small thing I saw three truths: first God made it, second God loves it, and 

third God looks after it. But what he really means to me is Maker, Keeper and 

Lover.” 
 

God made us, God loves us and God looks after us, and he is so great he 

can hold the entire universe - all he made - in one hand. It is wonderful to 

be reminded of God’s love and care for us. We are all precious in his sight 

and we are dependent upon him for our existence. As St Paul said when he 

was speaking to the Athenians, ‘in him we live and move and have our being.’ 

(Acts 17:28). 
 

Another much loved quote of Julian of Norwich comes from her 13th vision. 

Julian was puzzled about why God had allowed sin to occur and the great 

harm it had caused to all of God’s creatures. In her vision, Jesus spoke 

tenderly and lovingly to her, assuring her that despite this ‘all will be well, 

and all will be well, and all manner of things will be well.’ Ultimately, all 

manner of things - both the great things and the little things…all manner of 

things will be well. 
 

Sometimes it is hard to believe that, with all the issues around climate 

change, famine and war around the world and the continuing Brexit 

debates, but let’s remember how much God cares for us, and these wise 

words of Julian of Norwich, ‘all will be well, and all will be well and all 

manner of things will be well.’ 
 

Often it is good to have a visual aid to focus on when praying, perhaps a 

candle, a cross or an icon, but on May 8th, to help me reflect on the 

greatness of God and his wonderful love, I plan to sit and hold a hazelnut 

gently in my hand and recall Julian’s visions and those words. I hope others 

will do the same. 

 

Hazel Butland 

Reader 
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May 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 
 

Wed 1 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 3.30 pm Messy Church  
 

Thurs 2 1 pm  Tavistock Music Festival concert 
 

Fri 3 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Holy Dusters 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 

 3 pm  Mount Kelly Foundation Summer Term Service 
 

Sat 4 7.30  Mount Kelly Choral Society concert 
 

Sun 5 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 9.45 am Family Communion - a service with a 

   group for children 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 12 pm Baptism 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 
 

Tues 7 7.30 pm Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road 
 

Wed 8 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 11.30 Pastoral Care Team Meeting – Parish Centre 

 7.30 pm King Singers concert 
 

Fri 10 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 
 

Sat 11 10 am Intercessors’ Prayer Group 

 12 noon Marriage of Joanne Finnamore & Thomas Riddelsdell 

 7.30 pm  Vocal Harem concert 

  

Sun 12 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.30 am Family Communion - a service with a 

   group for children 

 9.45 am Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 
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May 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Mon 13 7.30 pm Archdeacon’s Visitation 

 

Tues 14 7.30 pm Gulworthy PCC 

  

Wed 15 10.30 am  Holy Communion 

 7.30 pm Tavistock PCC 

 

Thurs 16 2 pm  Living with Bereavement – Parish Centre 

   

Fri 17 8.30 am  Holy Communion  

  

Sat 18 10 am Messy Church conference 

   

Sun 19 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.30 am Nosh @ 9.30 – Parish Centre 

 9.45 am Family Communion 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 12 noon Baptism 

 6 pm Holy Communion for Healing and Wholeness 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Tues 21 7.30 pm Brentor PCC 

  

Wed 22 10.30 am  Holy Communion 

   

Fri 24 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning  

 

Sat 25 10 – 3 pm Open Day for Voice Trials 

  

Sun 26 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion with a group for children 

 9.45 am Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am All Comers Service – Gulworthy 

 3 pm Marriage Blessing 

 6 pm Songs of Praise 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 
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May 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 
 

Wed 29 10.30 Holy Communion 

 

Thurs 30 ASCENSION DAY 

 12 noon Holy Communion - St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 7.30 pm Holy Communion 

 

Fri 31 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning  

   Benefice Away Weekend starts 

 7.30 pm Callington Singers concert 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to these eight members of St Eustachius' Church Choir, 

presented with their ribbons as part of the Royal School of Church Music's 

"Voice for Life" scheme, by director of music, Scott Angell, on Easter Sunday. 
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From the Vicarage 
 

Ascension Day 
 

Ascension Day speaks of mystery and of the power to reach through to 

another dimension.  It signifies the end of Jesus’s ministry on earth and 

celebrates his return in glory to God in Heaven.  Although it was the last act 

of Jesus’s earthly life, death and resurrection, it was not a day for sadness 

but rather an occasion for joy, and for the renewal of hope.  By ascending 

into Heaven, Jesus takes himself out of the “ordinary” into the extraordinary.  

In doing so, he ceases to limit himself to one place, or to one time, or to one 

group of people.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit, he becomes “invisibly 

present” and available to all who seek him out, share in his work and become 

channels of his glory. 
 

For the apostles, this meant that they were now at the beginning of their 

mission: “to go out into the world and to proclaim the good news to all 

people”.   On the day of Ascension, they stood motionless, transfixed by all 

that had happened, for, once again, they experienced separation from Jesus. 

No doubt, they believed their lives would never be the same again.   
 

Two people in white interpreted what was happening to them. Their mission 

was not to stand around looking up to heaven, waiting for something to 

happen, but to be Jesus’s messengers on earth, proclaiming the Good News 

to the poor, the oppressed, and to those in need.   
 

For us, Jesus’s return in glory to be with God in Heaven gives us a glimpse 

of the marvellous future to which we have been called.  As faithful Christians 

our final home will also be with God in Heaven.  And, just like the apostles, 

Jesus commands us to be his witnesses here on earth, preaching the Good 

News to all.  It is a demanding and daunting task, but one in which we have 

the power of the Holy Spirit at work in our lives, as our sustainer, our 

comforter, and our guide. 
 

Jesus’s Ascension assures us that there is a purpose to life, and that our 

journey, however difficult, will lead us to God in Heaven. St John records, 

Jesus says: “Where I am, you shall be also” (John 14. 3). 

 

With my love and prayers                                                  Chris Hardwick 
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Thought for the month 
 

Ascended 
 

The harder question is not where you’ve gone, 

but why you left us here. The work was done,  

disposed of on the cross—so why remain? 
It’s for our sake you went, you said, so that 
 

the Comforter could be with everyone— 

yet isn't there more comfort for us all 
to be with you today in Paradise?  

Why leave us here, born into suffering, 
 

dying in ignorance, while sin plays out 
its tragic farce in world and church alike? 

What have we gained by Inquisition,  
plague and Holocaust? Silent you watch 
 

Jerusalem—your love and your despair— 

despoiled by Abraham’s family's vicious feud. 
What has taken you—for whom time is nothing— 

two more millennia still to prepare? 
 

It seems your love will not be satisfied 

until you live a life out through us all 
in the shambling, disunited parody 

we call your body. You're gone, yet still here, 
 

and we live on in you and you in us— 
the one within the one within—within 

the gap of grace and misery between 
your resurrection and its consequence. 
 

You have your reasons. Love underwrites them all. 

Faith must be worth a great deal if it costs  
so much to harvest such a small amount. 

"Maranatha: come, Lord Jesus, come." 
 

Godfrey Rust 
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The Names of God (4)  

Over the past few months we have been reflecting upon the various names 

of God as revealed to us through our scriptures. This time we shall look at 

a rather little known, or used, name for God. 

I wonder if any of you have neighbours who like to ‘fly a flag’ in their 

garden? Perhaps you do this? You probably do it because you are proud of 

what it represents or stands for. So what sort of flag should we as 

Christians fly, where should we fly them, and is there any theology behind 

doing that? 

As we have previously seen, the children of Israel-the Hebrews, had a 

constant tendency to grumble as Moses led them across the wilderness and 

out from the bondage of Egypt and on into the freedom of the promised 

land. You would have thought that after the miraculous crossing of the Red 

Sea, the water from the rock, the provision of manna and quail, the bitter 

water turning sweet, they would have learned to trust in God, but no! 

Then came another testing.  

At one point they then encountered the ‘Amalekites’ who came to fight 

against them at Rephidim. The Amalekites were the descendants of Amalek 

who was a grandson of Esau, Jacob’s brother. The only way that Joshua 

could get victory over them in the ensuing fight was when Aaron and Hur 

held up the tiring hands of Moses holding high the ‘rod of God’ (Ex17v9). 

We then read in Exodus (17v15-16), that in that place ‘Moses built an altar 

and called it, The LORD is my banner (Yahweh-Jehovah-Nissi). He said, ‘A 

hand upon the banner of the LORD! 

You may find it a surprise that the ‘rod of God’ that Moses held high could 

be regarded as a banner, but at that time a banner was not always a form 

of flag. A bare staff with a shiny metal ornamental cap that would glisten in 

the sun also fulfilled that description, and the word translated banner 

means ‘to glisten’. 

The Hebrew for ‘lift up a banner’ is ‘degel’, and this can be taken to mean 

‘flaunt’. So this action of lifting up a banner can be seen as interpreting the 

words of Psalm 20v7, ‘We will boast in the name of the Lord-Yahweh’. Is 

that not what we, as followers of Yahweh, the one true and living God, and 

of His Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus-Yeshua, are all called to do, to 

boast in the name of our God? 
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A banner can be any flag or cloth bearing a symbol or message that we 

wish to exhibit and lift up high. In most churches there are banners 

signifying the patron saint or carrying some scripture verse, and we have 

two lovely banners in our church here in Tavistock that we parade on 

special days, one to our patron, St Eustachius, and one to the Friends of 

the Church. We also have other beautiful banners made by members of 

our congregation and used for special celebrations. 

For many years now banners have also become a significant part within the 

worship of Evangelical and Charismatic churches. Together with dance and 

other expressions of joy and praise they are used for the purpose of 

helping to enter into the presence of God. Perhaps we can see in those 

actions an emulation of King David. When the arc of the covenant was 

being carried up to Jerusalem in gladness from the house of Obededom, we 

read in 2 Samuel (6v14-15) ‘Then David danced before the LORD with 

all his might; and David was wearing a linen ephod. So David and all the 

house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting and with the 

sound of the trumpet’. I am sure that in the excitement and joy of that 

occasion there would also have been much flag waving.  

But until my knee is fully healed do not expect me to be dancing in the aisle 

in my alb and waving a banner! 

At times of conflict we often find the contending armies grouping under 

their standards or banners, and we read of that in psalm 74v4, ‘Your 

enemies roar in the midst of Your meeting place; They set up their 

banners for signs’. But the banner can also represent a sign of victory as 

follows from our story of Moses holding aloft the rod.  

We can also see the banner as a sign of God’s protection over us as we 

read in psalm 60 (vs4-5). ‘You have given a banner to those who fear you, 

that it may be displayed because of the truth. That your beloved may be 

delivered, save with your right hand, and hear me’.  

This picture of protection was also used by our Lord as a sign of our 
ultimate protection and salvation when He used the example of Moses, but 

this time on the Hebrew’s journey from mount Hor and around the land of 

Edom. We read in Numbers (21v4-9) how once again, and in their 

impatience, the people spoke against Moses and Yahweh. ‘Why have you 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food 
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and no water, and we detest this miserable food.’  Then the LORD sent 

poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that 

many Israelites died.  The people came to Moses and said, ‘We have sinned 

by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take 

away the serpents from us.’ So Moses prayed for the people.  And 

the LORD said to Moses, ‘Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; 

and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.’ So Moses made a 

serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit 

someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

Once again we see that same image of a pole with a brazen top acting as a 

banner that this time acted as protection to save the people. And that is 

what our Lord said was the purpose of His incarnation and His mission in 

coming to earth.  We read in John’s gospel (3v14) that when speaking to 

Nicodemus, and to the disciples around him, Jesus said “And as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 

lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

eternal life.” 

Are not they the most encouraging words that we can hear? Jesus is our 

‘Yahweh Nissi’, our banner, Jesus has been lifted up upon the cross of 

Calvary so that if we look up to Him, put our faith and trust in Him, not 

only will He give us life but give us eternal life, a life to be lived to the full. 

Alleluia! 

Maybe we remember the wonderful words from the Song of Songs (2v4), 

“He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was 

love”. We eagerly await that banquet with our Lord and with all the Saints. 

Let us then be those who have ears to hear to join with the Saints and the 

Holy Spirit, described by Saint John in his Revelation (22v17), crying “Come 

Lord Jesus, come”. 

So dear brothers and sisters, maybe more again next issue? Every Blessing, 

Rev Mike 
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Tavistock United Reformed Church Big Breakfast 
 

On Thursday 16 May the URC will be hosting its first ever Big 
Breakfast event to raise funds for Christian Aid. We are looking for 
volunteers from all the churches in the area to help cook, serve 
and wash up from 8.30 - 11.00 am on Thursday 16 May - if you 
are interested in helping please email 

tavistockurcminister@gmail.com or ring/text 07982 622949.  
 

We will be serving breakfasts from 9.00am until 10.30am - so 
even if you can’t help in the kitchen, you can support Christian Aid. 
Rather than a set price for the breakfasts, we will be taking 
donations, which will all go to Christian Aid. A full range will be 
available, so whether you would like toast and marmalade or 
cereal and milk, whether you would like a full English breakfast or 
a veggie alternative, there will be something for you! 
 

Reminder: Big Breakfast, Lower Deck Hall, United Reformed 
Church, Russell Street, PL19 8BD  on Thursday 16 May from 9.00 
- 10.30am 
 
 

Do You Enjoy Playing Bridge? 
 

You would be most welcome to join us. 
 

The Tavistock Rubber Bridge Club meets on Monday afternoons 
between 1 & 4 pm at The Alexander Centre where there is parking 
and disabled access. 
 
Why not come for a trial visit or two to see if we would suit 
you? 
 
If you would like to know more please contact one of us:- 
 
Norma Woodcock 613597; David Isaac 614244;  
Peter Gates 613461 
 
 

 

mailto:tavistockurcminister@gmail.com
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The Bedford Hotel 

The Bedford — Tavistock’s 

favourite retreat 

A warm welcome awaits. 

Join us for: 

Morning Coffee 

Bar Lunch 

Sunday Lunch 

Dinner 

 

Tel 01822 613221 

www.bedford-hotel.co.uk 

Morris Bros. 
Funeral Directors 

  

Established in 1870 
  

Your local independent Funeral Director 
is owned & run by the fifth generation of 

the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.  

We provide a qualified, professional & 
sensitive service to the people of 

Tavistock & surrounding areas.  Simon & 
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford 

Foundry providing you with a very 

personal service regardless of the time of 
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service on 

01822 612023 

  

The Old Bedford Foundry 

Lakeside, Tavistock  

PL19 0AZ 

 Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

available   

  

www.morrisbros.co.uk 

 

If you would like 

to advertise in 

this space, please 

contact Mandy in 

the parish office 

on 

01822 616673 
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Tidings from Tavistock . . .  
 

Mission of the month….. 
 

 
Christian Aid is an agency for the churches of Great Britain and Ireland 

with the current Chair being Rowan Williams, the former archbishop of 

Canterbury. It is mandated to work on relief, development and advocacy 

for poverty eradication and, now, in promoting policies to reduce climate 

change. It is founded on the Christian Faith inspired by hope, and acts to 

change an unjust world through charity, providing urgent practical and 

effective assistance where there is need, for example the victims of the 

recent storms and flooding in South East Africa, as well as long term global 

projects. It works through and with partners overseas, churches and 

ecumenical bodies and other relief agencies. All this needs money, of 

course, and many fund raising activities are held during the year, the 

foremost being Christian Aid Week held every May - this year 12 - 18 May. 

After the 10.30 Wednesday Holy Communion that week coffee will be 

served in St Eustachius’ Church. Donations can also be made through 

envelopes in church – please sign for gift aid if you are an UK tax payer – and 

pass to me, to the Parish Office or direct to Christian Aid HQ, PO Box 

100, London SE1 7RT 

Thank you 

Ian Silcox 

 

The King said … as much as you do this to the least of my brethren 

you did it to ME 

(extract from the parable of the sheep and goats Matthew 25 v 31-4) 
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Celebrating their Ruby Wedding on Palm Sunday, Mary and Graham 

Whalley shared a beautiful cake with members of the congregation who 

stayed for coffee after the morning service.  

The cake was made by Mary, who is a churchwarden and chorister at St 

Eustachius' Church. The couple, who have attended the church for 20 

years, were married on Easter Saturday 40 years ago at The Church of the 

Ascension, Plymouth.   

It was a busy day for Mary who was among 30 choristers to sing Stainer's  

‘Crucifixion’ to a 100-strong congregation at Evensong. 

Photo: June Wildman  
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TALES FROM THE TOWER 
 

If  you remember the final words of my article in last month’s magazine 

(though why should you, when your month has been filled with far more 

interesting things to remember) you will know that I advocated, only half in 

jest, that bell ringing is such a healthy pursuit it should be available on the 

NHS. Well, that may never happen (although I still think doctors, nurses, 

osteopaths and all the rest ought to be aware of its benefits) but apparently 

there are calls for it to be recognised as a sport! 
 

I’ve often thought this myself. If only, I’ve said, we needed to wear special 
clothing, possibly made of lycra and brandishing some designer logo, which 

we could casually flaunt in the street on our way to the church, people would 

rush to join us. Especially the teenagers, who learn so quickly and will 

become the ringing captains and masters of future years. But, sadly, ringing 

does not require such glamorous raiment. More often, aware that we may 

be entering realms of cobwebs as big as sailors’ hammocks and the dust of 

centuries (not applicable to Tavistock, by the way, where we have a monthly 

cleaning rota) we are arrayed in what might just as easily to be gardening or 

dogwalking attire. Not so much ‘smart casual’ as ‘have you lost your iron 

again?’ 
 

Well, not all of us. We mostly do take the trouble to appear neat and tidy, 

especially on Sundays if attending the service, and we will generally dress a 

bit more smartly for outings and meetings, where we are conscious of 

representing our home tower. But it’s still not ‘sports’ clothing. I’ve never 

seen anyone in the tower wearing lycra. (Probably to the relief of all.) 
 

Still, fashion aside, there are calls to recognise ringing as a sport and the idea 

has merit. All the elements are there. There are the physical exercise and 

skills I’ve mentioned so often, the mental challenges and the teamwork. We 

even have competitions. It makes you wonder why it hasn’t been recognised 

years ago. 
 

And if you happened to be eating your porridge while watching Breakfast TV 

last Saturday (as I was) you will have seen sports presenter Mike Bushell 

responding to these calls by trying his hand at a spot of ringing. His first 

lesson was just like the one we all remember – catching the sally, probably 

by sheer fluke, and not letting go quickly enough. Oops!  But of course there 
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was a competent instructor to prevent any accidents and the whole segment 

was very well done and might do our Exercise, as we call it, a lot of good. 
 

Recognising ringing as a sport, widening interest and bringing us learners 

from all parts of the wider community, would bring changes, and not just of 

the musical sort. If it does happen, we will need to consider those changes 

because not everyone may welcome them. Until now, most ringers have 

come from the congregation of the church, or at least from those who are 

willing to recognise the importance of Sunday service ringing. That 

recognition, we would all hope, would continue. The bells are, mostly, 

housed in church towers and that must be respected. But if the idea of 

ringing as a sport takes hold, with ringers who have no connection with the 

church, and don’t wish to have any; with competitions held perhaps more 

often and in a different way – what then? Will clergy and congregation be 

happy to make compromises, in order that their bells may be heard on 

Sundays and for special occasions, when without such new ringers we might 

face a further decline in our numbers? Because have no doubt – the number 

of ringers countrywide is declining and the average age is rising. Not an 

encouraging combination. 
 

We would surely hear the bells more often. Bells in village churches, now 

silent for lack of ringers, might sound out again, more regularly and just as 

musically, as the ‘sporting ringers’ practise – which they will need to do, just 

as we do now. Bells that are now neglected might be refurbished, even 

rehung, so that they can be used again. Great Britain might once again 

become the ‘Ringing Isle’ of the past, and Devon the jewel in the crown as 

the Ringing County. (It used to be said that there were more bells per square 

mile in Devon than in any other county and as far as I know that’s still true.) 

The enthusiasm for ringing might spread to other countries – quite a few do 

have ringing bells, but mostly only those such as America, Australia and South 

Africa where British ringers have taken them. Why, we might even get into 

the Olympics! 
 

And wouldn’t all this be wonderful? To hear our bells sounding out over 

meadow and hill as they did a hundred years ago? Wouldn’t it be worth 

making a few compromises? 
 

We might even start wearing lycra .... but don’t hold your breath! 

Donna Baker 
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Conference  
Saturday 18 May 10 - 3.30 

 

St Eustachius’ Church is hosting a Messy Church Meet Up on Saturday 18 

May. Michelle Farrelly, the Devon Messy Church Regional Coordinator, will 

be leading us through a day dedicated to all things Messy, including news 

from the International Messy Church Conference, the latest research and 

helping with areas of challenge for us all.  We will be sharing the day with 

other Messy Churches throughout Devon and it will be a great opportunity 

to hear and learn about what’s going on. 

There are Messy Churches all over the world, in all sorts of places, 

including prisons, and it’s a hugely powerful way of spreading God’s 

message of love and peace.  

Our own Messy Church has been going for just over three years and we 

hope that this special day will help us move even further along our journey 

of faith and discipleship. It’s also a chance to celebrate and to say thank you 

to everyone who has made this important ministry happen here at St 

Eustachius. This conference is for everybody, so…if you have helped with 

cooking, cleaning, craft, worship, or have given us support through prayer 

or donations or are just interested in finding out about what goes on at 

Messy Church (apart from a lot of glue and glitter!), please come along for 

the day or a part of it.  You’ll get a fabulous Messy welcome. 

Sarah Pendle 

 

 

Lent Challenge 2019 

A really big thank you to everyone who has taken part in this year’s Lent 

Challenge. We are busy counting those pesky little 5p coins and will let you 
know how much has been raised for the Melanesian Mission. 

Sarah  
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“A CHOICE FOR GIVING” 

There are a number of ways in which donations can be made to support 

the church and, with the ministry being entirely self-funding, your gift is 

always a very much appreciated and a welcome contribution to maintaining 

the Church in a sound condition.   
 

The PARISH GIVING SCHEME for making a regular donation is now a well 

established method into which 71 Members have enrolled.  All that you 

need to do is to complete an Application Form, available at the back of the 

church, and send it to Gloucester.  Everything is then taken care of, with 

your donation being deducted from your bank account on the 1st of the 

month, and within 15 days the Church will receive your full donation along 

with any Gift Aid that may be due.  If you are not a Tax payer, this is not a 

problem.  The same form can be used.  
 

The simplicity of this method has a number of benefits, one of which is not 

having to worry about having cash or writing a cheque when leaving home 

for church, and, also, when on holiday your donation is taken care of.  If 

you do not feel comfortable not making a donation during the service, 

tokens are available as you enter church for placing in the offertory bag. 

For the church, it provides a reliable guide in forecasting the income for 

meeting the day to day running costs.  Just like at home, we need to know 

what our salary or pension is, in order to settle the bills. 

SINGLE DONATIONS can be made in church using the yellow envelopes 

or downloading a form from the church webpage 

http://www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk/single-donation. 

 

If you are in the practice of SHOPPING ON-LINE, first go the 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk and select St Eustachius’ as your chosen 

charity (No.1130516) whereby the majority of suppliers will make a 

donation to the church without you incurring any further expense.  It is 

surprising how these small amounts add up. 
 

CONTACTLESS payments are now becoming very much part of life and 

this includes offering the facilities in churches.  The equipment is due to be 

installed in St Eustachius’ shortly and more information will follow as it is 

introduced.   

http://www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk/single-donation
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
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This is definitely not the “thin end of the wedge” to replace the traditional 

methods of giving but offers an alternative where an intended donor does 

not have ready cash available but wishes to make a casual donation. 

Remembering the church in your WILL is a wonderful way both to thank 

God for our blessings and help the church meet its needs.  If you have 

already written your will, a codicil is the easiest way to make a 

straightforward gift, and your solicitor will be able to provide the correct 

advice.  The Church Legacy Officer is also on hand to discuss the subject 

with you. 
 

Whatever donation you make, in whatever format, you must be completely 

comfortable with the demands it places on your personal circumstances. 
 

Thank you for your support for St Eustachius’. 

David Parkin 

Parish Giving Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roll up, Roll up!  
The Friends’ Church Fete is to be held 

on Saturday, the 29th June.  There will be our usual 

array of wonderful stalls to attract visitors, and at 

this stage, we should be delighted to hear from 

anyone who would like to help in any way to make 

the day a success – the old adage ‘many hands make 

light work’ is so true! Please ring Judy Hirst on 

01822 617569 if you can spare some time.   

Thank you! 
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Gulworthy Notes …  

 

Gulworthy & Tavistock Women’s Institute 

April is the month for our Annual General Meeting.  

The President thanked the Committee for all their 

support during the past twelve months, saying how 

much she had enjoyed being the President for the 

group. We have had some wonderful speakers during 

the past year, some informative, some amusing and 

great fun, cookery lessons, failed attempts at trying to 

speak Spanish but enlivened by eating a variety of Tapas, 

and a number of other enjoyable speakers as well.  Sadly we have lost 

some members and friends and our thoughts are with them and their 

families. Our walks have been fun and we have always managed to find 

somewhere at the end of them to have tea or coffee and cake! Visits to 

‘here and there’ have been numerous, from Plymouth Gin to Pentillie 

Castle guided tours. A plan for more visits to a variety of venues is already 

in hand, and the Speakers who will entertain us each month during this 

coming year are much looked forward to.  Those members who have been 

able to spare time for a lunch each month have probably been to more 

pubs than the male members of their family! As WI ladies, we have, of 

course, also visited Garden Centres for a meal, and numbers of us have 

come home with plants we didn’t really need with nowhere to plant them!  

Our membership is increasing but we always look forward to welcoming 

anyone who might want to come along one evening to meet with us and 

see how the meeting is conducted.  On the other hand, potential new 

members might prefer to join us in Bide-a-While, the TASS coffee shop and 

rest room at the back of Tavistock market where we meet informally on 

the last Wednesday of the month, 10am to 12 noon. 

   

Please phone and speak with Rose-Marie Bonnevier on 01822 610566 for 

further information on our meetings. 
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Brentor News . . . 

 

 

Brentor commemorated Good 

Friday with the annual Easter Ascent 

up the tor, a dramatic retelling of 

the Easter story by local villagers and 

friends of the church. The cast 

(which increases year on year), 

dressed in appropriate costumes 

thanks to Alison Wright, led over 70 

people up the tor to St Michael’s for 

the final profound scenes. It was a 

very moving event and one that 

really brings the events of Good 

Friday home. This year there was a 

new member of the cast playing 

Jesus, an Oxford theology student, 

which seemed very appropriate. The 
re-enactment was followed by a 

quiet reflective service and the 

refreshments in the car park were 

very welcome indeed to everyone 

who visited the tor that afternoon. 
 

On Easter Saturday we held an enjoyable family workshop with crafts, 

cooking, making the Easter garden and an Easter Egg hunt.  
 

On Easter Sunday the choir led us in our worship for Holy Communion - 

this is becoming a real highlight of our festival services. 
 

Then we were back up on the tor for a family Easter Sunday evening 

service, a joyful occasion that finished with refreshments out in the 

sunshine, enjoyed by members of the congregation (who had come from 

far and wide for the day) and visitors alike.  
 

Helen Harris 
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This is Brentor choir singing on Mothering Sunday at Blackdown Nursing 

Home at Mary Tavy - it was a lovely occasion appreciated by residents, 

visitors and staff. Thanks to Sally Pancheri for organising it. 
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The Psalms 
The 150 individual psalms are both the hymn and prayer book of the bible, 

composed by a variety of authors over a long period of time. They were used by 

the people of Israel in their worship and eventually included in their scriptures, 

and hence the Old Testament. They are also an integral part of our Common 

Worship and Book of Common Prayer. The psalms are basically grouped together 

into five sections, each of which closes with words of praise, for example psalm 72   

‘Praise be to His glorious name for ever; may the whole earth be filled with His glory 

Amen, Amen‘.  Collections of psalms were being composed in King David’s time 

and perhaps earlier, but they had many authors. 73 of the psalms are traditionally 

linked to King David, eg Ps 21 v 1 ‘the king shall rejoice in your strength O Lord. How 

greatly shall he rejoice in your salvation’.  Some are relevant to particular episodes in 

his life eg Ps 51 v 2 -4 ‘Wash me thoroughly from my wickedness and cleanse me from 

my sin. For I acknowledge my faults and my sin is ever before me. Against you only have 

I sinned and done what is evil in your sight‘, which is canticle 6 ‘A Song of Penitence’ 

in the Common Worship Daily Prayer.  However the process of composition of 

the psalms went on for much of Israel’s history, coming, it seems, to a peak when 

the Jews returned home from their Babylon exile and rebuilt the Jerusalem 

temple.  

Everyone, I’m sure, has a favourite psalm; among the most widely known are: 

 19  The heaven declare glory of God    

23 The Lord is my shepherd    

46  God is our refuge and strength    

95 Come let us praise the Lord    

103 Bless the Lord O my soul    

121 I lift my eyes to the hills (a particular favourite of mine)    

139 Lord you have searched me and you know me. 

 

The range however is considerable, from the utmost joy to the deepest sorrow, 

but they all have the message that in every area of our lives God is present. The 

psalms present a realism about human experience, emphasised by an unmistakable 

faith in God’s love for mankind and His creation.  

 

In our book of daily prayers, the red books available for morning and evening 

prayer and kept by the door to the vestry in St Eustachius’, each of the psalms has 

an opening and closing refrain and closing prayer, so even if you do not have time 

to read the whole psalm I feel a short prayer or mediation on these would be 

helpful to supplement your prayer life.   

Ian Silcox 
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Mission Community Events for May 2019 

Wednesday 1: 2 pm Monthly Fellowship, Mary Tavy Chapel. Speaker: Ali 

Mansfield, Outreach worker at Horrabridge. All welcome. 

Wednesdays 1/8/15/22/29: 7 ~ 9 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Short 

Mat Bowls and Table Tennis (in bar area). 

Thursday 2: Local government election at the Coronation Hall, Mary 

Tavy. 

Thursdays 2/9/16/23/30: 12 ~ 3 pm Knit & Natter Group at Mary Tavy 

Chapel Hall. Contact Wilma 810040. 

Mondays 6/13/20/27: 7:30 pm Prayer and Bible Study Group meet most 

Mondays at Charlotte Cottage: please check 810166. 

Tuesdays 7/14/21/28: 11 am ~ 1 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Short 

Mat Bowls. Please join us. 

Tuesdays 7/14/21/28: 7 ~ 9 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Table 

Tennis (in bar area) 

Tuesdays 7/14/21/28: 7:25 pm Coronation Hall. Ballroom Dancing. 

Thursdays 9/16/23/30: 9:45 am Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Pilates 

with Sally Cinnamond. ￡6 per session. 

Thursday 9 May 12 ~ 1:30 pm Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel. Soup and 

Dessert lunches. All welcome. 

Saturday 11: 2 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy & Peter Tavy WI Spring 

Sale: refreshments/plants/cakes/books.  

Saturday 11: 2 ~ 4 pm Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel ~ Plant Sale and 

Cream Teas.  

Tuesday 14 May: 7:30 pm Final Whist Drive of the season in Peter Tavy 

Village Hall. (Peter Tinson 810314) 

Thursday 16 May: 7:30 pm Brentor Garden Club in Brentor Village 

Hall. A talk by Ken Thompson entitled “Plants Behaving Badly” 

Saturday 18 May: from 2 pm Cream Tea and Pond Walk at 

Edgecombe, Cudlipptown. (Peter Tinson 810314) 

Monday 20: 10 ~ 11:30 am Monthly Jigsaw swap, chat and refreshments, 

Mary Tavy Chapel Hall: Contact Pauline 610079 

Tuesday 28: 10 ~ 12:00 noon. Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. Monthly visit of 

the Devon Sensory Team (for people with hearing and/or sight loss). 
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                                                  BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, 

                                                          PLUMBING AND HEATING 
  

                                                                                            
                                                                                                  8570 

             

                                                                                T: 01822 841410 

                                                                                    M: 07801 987258 

 

C8353 
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Residential Care Home for 

those with learning 

disabilities. 

52 Plymouth Road 

Tavistock, PL19 8BU. 

 

We are pleased 

to sponsor 

St Eustachius’ Church 

TAVISTOCK 610233 

THE LAWNS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Paul Greenhill 
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)  

 

Mobile: 07971 195549 

Tel: 01822 616792 
 

PROFESSIONAL 

TREE CARE 

BY 

Tuell Farm 

Beautiful Stone 

Holiday Cottages 
 

Nestled in the Tamar Valley 

Available for short term lets 

10 minutes from Tavistock 

 
01822 870207 

cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk 

www.tuellfarm.co.uk 

Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off 

Award Winning  
 Evening Valuations & Viewings  

No Restrictive Contracts 
Local, National & London 

Advertising 

Accompanied Viewings 

A 

 

Okehampton 

01837 54080 

Tavistock 

01822 617243 

millertc.co.uk 
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Gulworthy 

Notes…… 
 

Gulworthy WI 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONE OF                   ’S 

TOP 50 BRITISH 

BOOK SHOPS 

 GENERAL 

 BOOK SHOP & 

 MUSIC SELLER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 

IN WHICH TO BROWSE.  

GROUND AND FIRST 

FLOOR: BOOKS, 

AUDIOBOOKS,  

AND CARDS. 

SECOND FLOOR: 

CDs AND DVDs. 

& THE MUSIC 

ROOM 

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk 
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com 

3 MARKET STREET, 

TAVISTOCK 

TEL 01822 617244 

 

 

 

WE HAVE A      

COMPREHENSIVE 

SELECTION OF TITLES, 

TOGETHER WITH A 
FIRST RATE ORDER 

SERVICE. 

 

 
Offering a complete design and 

fitting service. Visit us in our 

showroom and together we can 

create your Unique Kitchen! 

 

UNIT 22B, PLYMOUTH ROAD 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 

TAVISTOCK 

PL19 9QN 

TEL: 01822 611278 

 
kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk 
www.uniquekitchensandinteriors.co.uk 

 

 

If it’s on, under or beside the desk, 

we supply it, including the desk! 

 
PCC Office Supplies Ltd 

For all your Business and Domestic 

requirements including: 
 

Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS, 

Office Machines, Cleaning & 

Catering 
 

We guarantee to beat the 

competition and save you money 

with our same day/next day service 
 

Call 01822 619639 

sales@pccofficesupplies.com 

 

 

PCC 

 
         

 

http://www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk/
mailto:kevin@uniquekitchensbyhim.co.uk
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“We Come to You” 
01822 855822 or help@chezvouspc.com 

 

 

Got a computer problem – at home or the office? 

We are the local visiting Computer Service you are looking for – in our 15th 

year. Both Mac & PC fluent – if you’ve got an issue, we can help with it. 

Good rates too. We sell new as well as repair, we also sell  

Anti-virus and help with networking. Find us on Facebook as well as all the 

usual other methods. 

 

 

mailto:help@chezvouspc.com
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If you would like to contribute to this magazine, we would 
very much like to hear from you. 
 
It could be a one-off article, a letter, or something on a more 
regular basis though not necessarily every month.  
 
We would like to widen the content, and thus the interest, of 
the magazine. Have you visited anywhere of note, met some 
interesting people, had an adventure? 
 
Please contact Mandy in the Parish Office – contact details 
on the cover. 
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If you would like 

to advertise in 

this space, please 

contact Mandy in 

the parish office 

on 

01822 616673 

 
 

E.PASCOE & SON  
 
 

Monumental Masons 

Five Acres 

Gulworthy 

Tavistock 

PL19 8HZ 

Email:  

epascoe@gpamail.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01822 832320 

 

www.epascoeandson.com 

 
 

 

mailto:epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
http://www.epascoeandson.com/
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“That’s 

all, 

Folks!” 
 

Could you have made 

a contribution? 
 

We would love you to. 


