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The Revd Sue Tucker writes: 
 

Religion places time and timelessness together, places them in parallel. Not 

that they can stay together for very long. Our time runs out, our 

timelessness runs nowhere, for that is its property. It just is. When God 

became man to enter what he had created, being now human he 

experienced time. The incarnation was God’s experience of being born, 

growing up, becoming a citizen of a certain country, being loved by his 

particular family, becoming a teacher, a spiritual healer who challenged local 

laws and customs, and having to experience local justice. All this within the 

bounds of time. 
 

The gospels are most careful to state when and where Jesus was in time; 

the historical Jesus, as the biographers call him, is set fairly and clearly 

within his times, just as each one of us is, as our birth certificates, bank 

accounts, national health cards and passports show, not to mention the 

Baptismal register. So here we are on the earth, that tiny speck in the great 

universe of God’s creation, fully documented and date stamped all over. 

Whilst here on earth Jesus showed scant respect for time. He criticised 

those who allowed it to dominate their lives in such a way that they hadn’t 

the time to take their time, not having a spare minute, let alone a spare 

hour. We are guilty of this too.  ‘Congratulate me,’ the busy person says 

when they tell us, ‘I never have a minute to myself, I don’t have time to 

turn around, I just managed to get everything done in time.’ 
 

Time is at its grandest and most awe inspiring in the Bible. First, from the 

letter to the Hebrews, consider that glorious opening chapter which begins 
‘God, who at sundry times and in divers manners, spake in time past unto 

the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his 

Son’. And then the even more stupendous opening of St John’s Gospel, ‘In 

the beginning was the Word’. Both writers run time and timeless, mortality 

and immortality, the temporal and the eternal, side by side, like twin tracks 

on a railway line, one going as far as the terminus, the other out of sight. 

The incarnate one arrived at a moment when it became agonizingly plain to 

him that his earthly existence was over, that he had completed the task 

that his Father had set for him, his work was finished and also his life in 

time. The redemption we call it, this divine work. To redeem means to buy 

back, usually at a high price; we have been repossessed by God and now 

we can take our place at the table of his family, the church, where although 
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the old church clock clunks and chimes its way through the service, there 

is no set time. We have stepped into the immeasurable, into that time for 

everything the bible calls rest. 
 

We have nailed mortal time down to the split second, to the carbon-tested 

age of a tree stump, put down as what is a marker in what is now Norwich, 

which was growing when Abraham pitched his tent at Bethel, and to an 

exactitude which previous generations would have found a burden. For 

them it was daybreak or noon or evening or night. It was spring or it was 

summer, autumn, winter, and so life went on, sans minutes and hours for 

the most part. The sun came up, the sun went down. The tides went out 

and the times came in. The birds flew away and only God knew where. 

Then a great gold clock was fixed on the Parish Church and its hands told 

everyone when to start and when to stop, and Time ruled the roost. 
 

The preacher of Ecclesiastes offers philosophy of Time - the best there is. 

He is, among other things, the master of weariness, of disillusionment. He 

has done it all, seen it all, had it all. The preacher allows time for 

everything, but it is in an allowance. There follows logically a time to cease 

doing this, or being that, sad though it is, and reading his beautiful 

statement we have to agree. There Is a time to weep and to laugh, a time 

to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, a time to keep silence 

and a time to speak, a time to be born and a time to die. There is in a 

lifetime a time for everything once we have learned to find the time, and 

that is the secret. 
 

Wishing you all a happy summer time. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer for the Month 
 

May I become at all times both, now and forever, 
a protector for those without protection, 
a guide for those who have lost their way,  
a ship for those with oceans to cross, 
a bridge for those with rivers to cross, 
a sanctuary for those in danger, 
a lamp for those without light, 
a place of refuge for those who lack shelter  
and a servant to all in need. 

 

A prayer of the Dalai Lama, chosen by Hilary Johnson 
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August 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 
 

 

Thurs 1 1 pm  Exon Singers lunchtime concert 

 7.30 pm Exon Singers concert 

 9 pm  Compline by candlelight 

  

Fri 2 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Holy Dusters 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 

 1 pm  Exon Singers lunchtime concert 

 6.45 pm Exon Singers live recording of Choral Evensong 
 

Sat 3 7.30 pm Exon Singers concert 

 

Sun 4       SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.45 am Live Broadcast on BBC Radio 4 of Sunday Worship 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service for adults and 

   children together 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 2 pm Baptism 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Tues 6 7.30 pm Prayer and Stillness Group - 10 Courtlands Road 

 

Wed 7 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 

Fri 9 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 

 12 – 2 pm Friendly Friday Pasty and Pudding Lunch - Parish Centre 

   

Sun 11 EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion with Baptisms 

 9.45 am Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Wed 14 10.30 am  Holy Communion 

  

Fri 16 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 
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August 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Sat 17 11.30 am Marriage of Benjamin Gaish and Laura Middleton –  

   St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Sun 18 NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service for adults and 

   children together 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

  

Wed 21 10.30 am  Holy Communion 

   

Fri 23 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 

 12 – 4 pm  Ploughman’s Lunch and Strawberry Tea – Parish Centre                                                            

 

Sun 25 TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service for adults and 

   children together 

 9.45 am Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Wed 28 10.30 am  Holy Communion 

 

Fri 30 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 

 

Sat 31 2 pm  Marriage of Tim Healey and Hannah Holland 
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From the Vicarage 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

On the 15th August, the Church celebrates the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. The Feast of the Assumption sets before us the final act of Mary, 

the young Jewish girl from Nazareth, who gave Jesus to the world, and was 

spared death. A messenger from the Lord announced that she was to be the 

bearer of the Son of God to the world, and her response was: “Let it be 

according to your word.” We are inclined to forget that Mary had little idea 

of what faced her when she responded to God’s call. It was with faith and 

trust, but with little knowledge, that she kept going, seeking to discover the 

hand of God in what was happening around her. Mary’s natural obedience to 

God and reverence for his word showed her worthy to be the bearer of 

“the word made flesh.” As a woman with a human heart and human 

personality, she experienced all aspects of everyday life – its joys and its 

pains. We know of Mary’s journey to visit her cousin Elizabeth who was 

expecting a baby, and we know of her presence at the Cross. From Jesus’s 

birth to his death, Mary is present.  In Mary we see the fullness of response 

we are asked to make to God in our lives. She recognized the greatness of 

God working through her: “The Almighty has done great things for me…” 

Her Assumption into heaven should inspire us to see the worth of making 

every effort to live life as fully as we can in obedience to God’s word, for 

Mary is a living symbol of what God calls us to be. As we journey on our 

own pilgrimage, Mary’s ministry of “presence” has much to teach us, as she 

points us forward to where we hope to be.  

 

 Almighty God, who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary and chose her to be the mother of your only Son: grant that 

we who are redeemed by his blood may share with her in the glory 

of your eternal Kingdom: through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen 

 

With my love and prayers, 
 

Chris Hardwick 
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CATALYST 
 

Volunteers needed from September 2019 
 

Mentoring 

Could you spare up to one one hour a week to 

support a primary or secondary school child? 
 

Monday Night Bible Study for 11-18s 

Are you passionate about young people growing 

in their faith?  
 

If the answer is YES to either of these questions, please 

contact Trudi Massey (Youth Work Director) to find 

out more. 

trudi@tavistockcatalyst.com 

07722 247859 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Did you know……that there is a new recycling point in the 

lobby at Tavistock library? Several new items can be recycled, 

including old toothbrushes, electric heads and used 

toothpaste tubes. Please take a look when visiting the library 

or just passing by. 
 

 

mailto:trudi@tavistockcatalyst.com
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The Bedford Hotel 

The Bedford — Tavistock’s 

favourite retreat 

A warm welcome awaits. 

Join us for: 

Morning Coffee 

Bar Lunch 

Sunday Lunch 

Dinner 

 

Tel 01822 613221 

www.bedford-hotel.co.uk 

Morris Bros. 
Funeral Directors 

  

Established in 1870 
  

Your local independent Funeral Director 

is owned & run by the fifth generation of 
the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.  

We provide a qualified, professional & 

sensitive service to the people of 
Tavistock & surrounding areas.  Simon & 

Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford 
Foundry providing you with a very 

personal service regardless of the time of 

day or night. Call for a 24 hour service on 

01822 612023 

  

The Old Bedford Foundry 

Lakeside, Tavistock  

PL19 0AZ 

 Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

available   

  

 

If you would like 

to advertise in 

this space, please 

contact Mandy in 

the parish office 

on 

01822 616673 
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The BBC were obviously so impressed with Exons last year that they wish 

to do another live broadcast of Sunday Worship for Radio 4 on Sunday 4th 

August and a live recording of Choral Evensong for Radio 3 on Friday 2nd. 
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Tidings from Tavistock . . . 
 

The Ven John Rawlings 

and his wife Janette were 

welcomed back for a 

special service on Sea 

Sunday, July 14. 

 

John left Tavistock in 

2006, after 14 years as 

vicar here, to become 

Archdeacon of Totnes. 

Janette worked as a 
practice nurse at Abbey 

Surgery so, as John said 

“. . we knew practically 

everybody here.” 

 

And the congregation 

were certainly delighted 

to see them. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Photo album to celebrate St Eustachius'  

700th Anniversary Year 
 

A Photo Album of St Eustachius' Church showing the ‘700’ events will 

shortly be available to view at the back of the church.  The hard-backed, 

28cm x 21cm, full colour, glossy, landscape book was designed by Juliette 

Bowers and is printed by Bonusprint.  Anyone interested in ordering a 

copy can either see Juliette in church or leave her your contact details in 

the "B" pigeon hole, again at the back of the church. An exact cost 

cannot be quoted just yet as the more orders she takes the less it will 

cost! 

Should anyone wish to view the book online or contact her please email: 

juliettebowers@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:juliettebowers@btinternet.com
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MISSION OF THE MONTH  
  

THE SEED PROJECT 

Recently the Community Development workers Robert and Nyashia in 

Zimbabwe visited a business selling cleaning products which SEED helped 

set up.  This business supplies schools with toilet cleaning products and 

local residents with washing-up liquid.  Since doing so diseases have 

declined rapidly. The business has eight members who make the cleaning 

products and it gives them time to work in their fields to grow food and 
share the business profits between themselves. 

Three of these members also look after their grandchildren who were 

orphaned due to HIV/AIDS and they were struggling to send them to 

school only affording one or two meals a day, causing the children to suffer 

from malnutrition.  Robert and Nyashia continue to provide help and 

advice to the group as needed, and support communities to be better 

prepared. 

During August on Wednesdays following the 10-30 am service, tea and 

coffee will be served until 4 pm in support of SEED.  Please support and tell 

others. 

Eileen Hooper 

 

 

The Friends of St Eustachius’ Summer Fete, Saturday 29 June 
 

Perfect weather blessed the event on the Church Green, which was 

opened by deputy town mayor, Councillor Andy Hutton. A variety of stalls 

included handicrafts by church group Vintage Green, woodturning gifts by 

Eric Cockings, jewellery, nearly new clothes, plants, bric-a-brac, books and 

CDs, tombola and raffles. A hot dogs and burgers barbecue did a roaring 

trade, as did the cakes and refreshments marquee, while children enjoyed 

the face painting, fishing for a duck and the bouncy castle. A record £3,217 

was raised. 
 

Thanking people for their support, Rick Crawford, chairman of the 

organisers, The Friends of St Eustachius’, said: ‘I was delighted with the 

record amount raised and equally delighted to see so many families from 

both Tavistock and beyond enjoying the day’. 
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Friends’ Golf Tournament 
 

Chairman Rick Crawford 

presenting the trophy to this 

year’s winner, Richard Wraith, as 

the participants and their 

supporters relaxed at the 19th 

hole after an exciting and well 

contested round of golf on a 

beautiful afternoon. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Friendly Friday 

Pasty & Pud Lunch 
9 August 12 – 2 pm 

Parish Centre 

Raffle * Quiz * Entertainment 
Join us for good food & friendly company as 

we reminisce to the music of Dave’s Ballroom 

Dance classics 
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Tales from the Tower 
 

Last month I wrote about the mounting excitement of the Final of the 

National 12-Bell Striking Contest, to be held at Exeter Cathedral on 22 

June.  And what a day it was – culminating, as probably a lot of you know 

because it was featured on BBC Spotlight, in a win for our ‘home’ team of 

Exeter itself. 
 

Surely the home team has an advantage anyway, some people observed, and 

that’s true – all their practices are carried out on the bells they know well 

and on which they will compete. But that didn’t prevent Birmingham from 

winning, year after year, on bells they didn’t know well. It isn’t a given that 

the bells will perform as they should just because their own ringers are 

handling the ropes. Other teams may be, and often are, more proficient than 

the home team, and so it has often proved. But not this time... 
 

As a day out, for those who were there as volunteer helpers, ‘groupies’ with 

visiting teams or simply as interested ringers, it couldn’t have been bettered. 

After weeks of dreadful cold, wet weather (June certainly didn’t live up to 

its promise this year) we had a sudden day of glorious warm sunshine. The 

creamy stone of the Cathedral, its architecture and carvings sharply etched 

against a clear blue sky, looked dreamily imposing. Having stood there for 

several hundred years and seen all manner of conflict, it was not, it seemed 

to say, going to be impressed by a few bellringers and their hangers-on trying 

to outdo each other with a mere touch of Stedman Cinques. And yet, when 

the ringing began, the majesty of the sound produced by the twelve heavy 
bells dominated the surroundings. All eyes were on the great tower from 

which the sonorous music issued; all ears were attuned to every note. 
 

It made an odd sight, if truth be told. The Bishop of Exeter had kindly allowed 

his own private gardens to be used for ringers and friends to wander, and 

there was a beer tent, a tea tent, barbecue and other edibles, flower beds to 

admire and plenty of places to sit and listen. With 1000 people attending, 

everyone made their way there at some point and at any moment during the 

ringing you could see people standing or sitting, just listening. Without the 

normal chatter, laughter and liveliness of a summer garden fete it looked a 

bit like an event that nobody was enjoying very much as we all stood 

transfixed, faces tilted towards the tower, our expressions rapt as we tried 

to decide whether Team D was better than Team F or what had happened 
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when one team came to a sudden halt not long after ringing had begun (sadly, 

it was due to the sudden indisposition of one of the ringers and nothing to 

do with the quality of their ringing, and everybody was full of sympathy for 

them).  
 

We were enjoying it, of course, as music lovers at a symphony concert enjoy 

the music they hear. Some of us simply enjoyed the fine ringing of every 

team, for they had reached the Final only after a lot of practice and 

eliminating rounds taking place over previous months. Others, with ears 

more finely tuned to the precision of the striking, enjoyed it at a deeper level. 

But we all knew we were hearing some of the finest ringers in the country, 

probably even in the world. It was the Olympics of bell ringing. 
 

There was plenty going on to amuse us. Teas, coffees and sumptuous cakes 

in the Chapter House; a mini-ring of tiny bells, first hung by ringer Frank 

Mack in his garage years ago, on which even very small children could learn 

to handle a bell and see how it worked; a larger mini-ring in the Cathedral 

itself, where more proficient ringers could try their hand – it takes a different 

skill to ring a very small bell well, but there are quite a lot of these mini-rings 

about now, hung in garages and even (I’ve seen this myself) in bedrooms, 

which must be a little disconcerting when you need to get out of bed in the 

night and reach for the light switch. Sometimes, there really are little bells 

attached to the wheels, sometimes the weight is supplied by a chunk of metal 

and the sound through a computer simulator. No matter – the ‘feel’ and the 

resulting sound is the same, or even more dramatic if your computer 

simulator allows you to make your chunk of metal sound like the bells of, 

say, St Paul’s Cathedral.  
 

The ringing continued all day. The judges, whose job I did not envy, sat in 

their hidden room, listening through a sound feed (computers again – 

whatever did we do without them!) so that they heard each note with 

maximum clarity. But what a task, to concentrate for hour upon hour to the 

sound of twelve bells, all ringing exactly the same music with what must have 

been only the tiniest of discrepancies between them. And not only that, but 

to be able to make informed comments on the ringing of each team – 

whether it started ‘confidently’, presented a ‘clear framework’, was ‘solid’, 

‘clear’ or suffered from a ‘general feeling of hesitancy’. And so on. Comments 

that displayed a skill in listening that ringers like myself can only wonder at. 
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At last it was all over. The last ringer had descended the winding and 

tortuous route from the ringing chamber, high in that imposing tower, and 

everyone gathered in the body of the Cathedral itself. The atmosphere was 

tense; some of the teams felt they had acquitted themselves as well as they 

could, others felt gloomily that they had ‘not done as well as in their last 

practice’. There was standing room only as the last people came through the 

doors and a ‘breathless hush’ as the judges made their appearance. 
 

As tradition dictates, they began their dissertation with the last team, which 

was of course the unfortunate band who had been forced to stop without 

completing their touch. (It was probably of small comfort, but hopefully some 

encouragement, that they were deemed to have shown potential for some 

good ringing had they been able to continue.) The comments continued then, 

taking each team in turn, and tension mounted as Oxford, Cambridge, Leeds, 

Bristol and such illustrious bands as the Society of Royal Cumberland Youths 
(not necessarily actual youths) and the Ancient Society of College Youths 

(ditto – these are very old ringing societies and simply to be a member is an 

honour) were discussed and left behind. Soon only Birmingham, so often the 

winner, and our own team of Exeter, remained. 
 

Every team had brought its supporters, but it is probably true to say that 

Exeter had more than any. There were over a hundred volunteer helpers 

for a start, and all those ringers of the county who had come along to listen 

just because this might be the only chance for quite a few more years to 

attend such an event. The near-thousand people who were in the cathedral 

to hear the results were probably composed of more Exeter supporters than 

any other. 
 

So it was no wonder that, when Birmingham was declared second, the whole 

building shook with the cheers that erupted. Some of them, no doubt, 

actually were for Birmingham, but most were for Exeter because now 

everyone knew that ‘not doing as well as in our last practice’ had still been 

good enough to win. The Taylor trophy was held high by team captain 

Matthew Hilling, whose ringing of the 72cwt tenor attracted special 

comment from the judges, and I have no doubt that the souvenir beer glasses 

I had been selling during the afternoon were put to very good use later on. 

Next year, the competition will be held in Sheffield. There will be eliminating 

rounds in March at three different venues and it can never be certain until 
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then just who will get through to the Final. Practising will begin quite soon, I 

am sure.  
 

Competitions like this, which I have already called the Olympics of bell 

ringing, are not held just for the vainglory of winning. Like the village six-bell 

competitions held during the year with their trophies, shields and certificates, 

some comprising Devon call changes, some with a ‘method’ at their heart, 

like the ‘Devon 8’ which is confined to eight-bell towers, each has the effect 

of engaging the ringers’ interest in improving their skills and, ultimately, the 

standard of ringing everywhere. And so it should. Bells are the biggest and 

loudest of all musical instruments. They are free to listen to – indeed, if you 

are within range, you don’t have much choice but to listen to them. It 

behoves us to do the best we can. And they are as English as cricket. 
 

The day of the National 12-Bell Final at Exeter was a day to remember and 

a day to be proud of, and those of us from Tavistock who took part – either 

in selling teas, beer or beer glasses, barbecuing burgers, handing out the 

programmes and wristbands without which we couldn’t get into those lovely 

gardens, collecting up litter, helping in a multitude of ways and (in the case 

of our own ringer Ian) ringing as one of the winning home team – will never 

forget it.  

  

Donna Baker 
  

 

We are looking for volunteers to join our friendly team at 

Tavistock Triangle Cancer Support Centre.   Located at 

Tavistock Clinic every Friday.  Can you spare some 

time?  Please contact Becky Hick; Outreach Lead 01752 

430060. 
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Gulworthy Notes . . . 
At the time of writing we are enjoying some much-needed drizzle. 

I seem to have become a prophet of doom for the weather – no sooner do 
I mention it then the opposite happens! 

Our children had a wonderful storybook called “Miles and the weather 

Bureau”. When the eponymous hero found a set of tiny drawers - each of 

which contained a different type of weather - he put out an advert offering 

to supply the perfect weather for whatever occasion and tried to please 

everyone that replied. Needless to say, it was a complete disaster, which 

only goes to show that if everyone had everything they desired, it wouldn’t 

necessarily make a perfect world. 

Hopefully, you will have joined us at Gulworthy Summer fete and Dog 

Show at Woodovis Caravan Park on Sunday 28th July. This is our major 

fundraising event of the year shared with Gulworthy Parish hall and it is a 

great, fun-filled event in the tradition of English fetes with many stalls, 

games, cream teas, a raffle and of course – many dogs of all shapes and 

sizes!  

We are a small community down at Morwellham where I live, but we are, 

perhaps, one of the densest populations in the Parish of Gulworthy. We 

are some 20 households with a great community spirit of friendship and 

care for each other and every day the community is swelled by visitors to 

the Quay.  

The Village inhabitants have celebrated some great events this year – “big” 

birthdays; a ruby wedding; a couple of family weddings and a village  

barbecue on the Green. The Quay has hosted some brilliant music events 

with Mad Dog McRae, Black Friday and The Wurzels – in fine fettle for 

gents of advancing years – to name but a few. For those who want to relive 

the 90’s and early “noughties” Toploader will be coming in August. Great 

to see an incredibly diverse audience from 8 to 80 having such a good time. 

Dates for the Diary 

Sunday 22nd September 5.30pm – Harvest Festival Service followed by 

supper. Details to follow! 

Friday 4th October  - Fashion Show in conjunction with Beau of 
Yelverton. Time and place to be confirmed. 
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Gulworthy & Tavistock Women’s 

Institute 

 

At the start of the meeting the President 

advised members that Rose-Marie Bonnevier, 

currently the Committee Secretary, had 

decided to stand down after over sixteen 

years of service.  Rose-Marie was thanked by 

the President for all her hard work during 

those years and presented with a plant.  She 

has been a valued member of the group, much 

loved and a font of knowledge. The Speaker 

attending our July meeting was a 

representative from the Devon Air Ambulance Charity. Members were 

shown slides giving a pictorial history of the Charity from August 1992 

when operations commenced – staffed by real people saving real lives. In 

1997 the service extended from five to seven days. 2008 saw Devon Air 

Ambulance purchase their own helicopter.  In 2019 Devon’s two Air 

Ambulances are state-of-the-art Airbus Helicopters, both owned by the 

Charity.  Members were told that an enormous budget is required and that 

the upkeep costs for 2018 amounted to £7.8m.  It was a particularly 

interesting talk and a look at their web site will advise the variety of 

emergency call-outs they deal with.  As a reminder, there is a monthly 

Ladies Wot Lunch group with lunch organised for a different venue each 

time.  The Walking Group is out and about twice a month and next 
Monday we are intending to walk around Burrator Arboretum and Nature 

Reserve.  For existing members and those who may want to meet us prior 

to joining, don’t forget we meet at Rest-a-While, (the TASS coffee shop 

and rest room at the back of Tavistock market) informally on the last 

Wednesday of the month.  We meet between 10am to 12 noon enabling 

those who want to have a coffee/tea can choose to do so before or after 

any shopping they may need to do.  We look forward to welcoming you, 

please phone and speak with Rose-Marie Bonnevier on 01822 610566 for 

further information about our meetings. 
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The Old Testament prophecy.  Jeremiah 
The book of Jeremiah centres on the ministry of the prophet of the same name, 

which extended from 626 BC to the destruction of the Jerusalem temple in 586 BC. 

He prophesied during the reign of 5 kings of Judah leading up to the fall of 

Jerusalem to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon  

His ministry began in good times for the nation during the reign of Josiah, but then 

disaster after disaster followed as Babylon’s power grew, resulting in the exile to 

Babylon of the majority the nation. However Jeremiah continued to work and he 

reluctantly went with the remaining group to Egypt (ch 43 :1-7). His consistent 

message that God would judge the people caused him inward turmoil and 

considerable unpopularity, especially his prophecy that Jerusalem would fall; this 

is detailed in chapter 52 with vivid accounts of the city’s destruction. The King, 

Zedekiah, was blinded and he, with a total of 4,600 people, was deported to 

Babylon. 

 

The main theme of prophecy of this book is based on the covenant – the agreement 

between Israel and God on Mount Sinai – with Jeremiah recalling the unspoiled 

relationship between the Lord and His people which was broken by the nation’s sin 

in turning away from God through the corruption of society and worship of false 

gods. The only hope for the people of Judah, because of their refusal to change, 

was determined to be through judgement in the form of defeat by the Babylonians 

and in exile. In chapter 24 we have the curious story of Jeremiah having a vision of 

two baskets of good figs that ripen and bad figs that could not be eaten, with the 

word of the Lord coming to him: ‘this what the Lord God of Israel says: the good 

figs I regard as good, the exiles whom I sent away from this place, Judah, to the 

land the Babylonians. My eyes will watch over them for their good and I will bring 

them back to this land.’(v 5-7) Beyond this judgement, however, there lies new life 

and salvation with God like a potter: ‘like clay in the hand of the potter so you are 

in my hand, O House of Israel. If at any time I announce that a nation is to be 

uprooted, torn down and destroyed and that nation repents of its evil I will relent 

and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned …’(ch 18 : 6-8) 

 

I must admit the book of Jeremiah is a difficult book to understand; the material is 

not even arranged in chronological order. A general expression unfortunately 

following the tone of this book is that a ‘Jeremiah’ is a person who is pessimistic 

about the present and who foresees a calamitous future. However, although 

Jeremiah was writing in troubled times, his final prophecy was that there will be a 

renewal, a new covenant. Christians have Jesus Christ, and through Him we have 

and can experience a new covenant with all its blessings now and hope for the 

future. Ian Silcox 
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Choir News … 

Tavistock church choir were invited to sing Evensong at a special 

ecumenical service at St Germans Priory, East Cornwall, on Friday 19 July. 

It was attended by the Bishop Nicholas Hudson, the Auxiliary Bishop of 

Westminster. It was an historic event, as the last time a Roman Catholic 

Bishop was believed to have preached there was when the priory was 

consecrated as an Anglo Saxon Cathedral in 926 AD. 

Our music included the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis to the setting Brewer 

in D, Smith responses and the anthem, “Blessed be the God and Father” by 

SS Wesley. Rita and Mary sang the solos brilliantly. I conducted the choir and 

Rev Dr Steven Martin played the organ. Canon Lynn Parker led the service 

and the Bishop gave the sermon. 

Feedback at the end of the service was very positive towards the choir. The 

vicar wanted them to keep singing as it drew her to tears as it was so 

emotional.   

The Bishop gave the biggest compliment when he said that the music 

reminded him so much of being at Westminster Cathedral and hearing their 

own professional choir. An accolade in its own right. The choir have already 

been invited back. I am extremely proud of the work the choir are doing and 

look forward to giving you an update after the Wells cathedral trip. Scotty 
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Mission Community Events for August 2019 
 

 

Sunday 4 August from 12 noon: Mary Tavy Country Fayre Show at the 

Recreation Ground andCoronation Hall.   Many events taking place ~ live sheep 

shearing, farm animals, Dog Show, Vintage Tractors, Hog Roast and Produce and 

Flower Show etc.  All welcome.  Grand Draw at 3pm 
   

Mondays 5, 12, 19, but NOT 26th August. 7:30 pm Prayer Group at 

Charlotte Cottage.  Contact Janet on 01822 810166. 
 

Tuesdays 6, 13, 20, 27: 7 ~ 9 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy.  Table Tennis (in 

bar area of Coronation Hall) 
 

Tuesdays 6, 13, 20, 27: 7:25 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Ballroom Dancing. 
 

Wednesdays 7, 14, 21, 28: 7~9 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short Mat 

Bowls. 
 

Wednesdays 7, 14, 21, 28: 7~8 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Table Tennis (in 

bar area of Coronation Hall). 
 

Thursdays 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: 9:45 am Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Pilates with Sally 

Cinnamond. £6 per session. 
 

Friday 9 August, from 6 pm Summer Barbeque at Wheal Friendship, Bal Lane, 

Mary Tavy in aid of St. Mary’s Church funds, via Hazel and Nick 01822 811045.  

All welcome.   
 

Monday 19 August, 10~12 noon: Monthly Jigsaw swap, chat and refreshments.   

Mary Tavy Chapel Hall.  Contact Pauline via 01822 610079. 
 

Monday 26 August, Gates open from 2 pm Peter Tavy Traditional Village 

Fayre. Do come along, support 

and enjoy it!  All welcome. 
 

Tuesday 27 August, 10~12 noon: Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. Monthly visit of the 

Devon Sensory Team (for people with hearing and/or sight loss). All are welcome. 
 

Tuesday 27 August, 6:50 p.m. Fourth Circular Footpath Walk from Peter Tavy 

Village Hall. Remember suitable clothing & footwear. All able walkers welcome; the 

length of the walks vary between 2 to 6 miles.  No dogs please. 

Contact: Jayne Medland 01822 810277. 
 

Saturday 31 August, meet at 2pm at Lane End Car Park, for a walk to Tavy 

Cleave.  Skill level moderate, distance 4 miles, dogs not permitted, cost £5 donation 

to Devon Air Ambulance.  Guided by Richard Ware, booking needed for this event, 

to rware1@icloud.com; 
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                                                  BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, 

                                                          PLUMBING AND HEATING 
  

                                                                                            
                                                                                                  8570 

             

                                                                                T: 01822 841410 

                                                                                    M: 07801 987258 

 

C8353 
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Residential Care Home for 

those with learning 

disabilities. 

52 Plymouth Road 

Tavistock, PL19 8BU. 

 

We are pleased 

to sponsor 

St Eustachius’ Church 

TAVISTOCK 610233 

THE LAWNS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

ONE OF                   ’S 

TOP 50 BRITISH 

BOOK SHOPS 

 GENERAL 

 BOOK SHOP & 
 MUSIC SELLER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Paul Greenhill 
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)  

 

Mobile: 07971 195549 

Tel: 01822 616792 
 

PROFESSIONAL 

TREE CARE 

BY 

A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 

IN WHICH TO BROWSE.  

GROUND AND FIRST 

FLOOR: BOOKS, 

AUDIOBOOKS,  

AND CARDS. 

SECOND FLOOR: 

CDs AND DVDs. 

& THE MUSIC 

ROOM 

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk 
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com 

3 MARKET STREET, 
TAVISTOCK 

TEL 01822 617244 

 

 

 

WE HAVE A      

COMPREHENSIVE 

SELECTION OF TITLES, 
TOGETHER WITH A 

FIRST RATE ORDER 

SERVICE. 

Award Winning  

 Evening Valuations & Viewings  
No Restrictive Contracts 
Local, National & London 

Advertising 

Accompanied Viewings 

 

 

Okehampton 
01837 54080 

Tavistock 
01822 617243 

millertc.co.uk 

http://www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk/
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Tuell Farm 

Beautiful Stone 

Holiday Cottages 
 

Nestled in the Tamar Valley 

Available for short term lets 

10 minutes from Tavistock 

 
01822 870207 

cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk 

www.tuellfarm.co.uk 

Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off 

If it’s on, under or beside the desk, 

we supply it, including the desk! 

 
PCC Office Supplies Ltd 

For all your Business and Domestic 

requirements including: 
 

Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS, 

Office Machines, Cleaning & 

Catering 
 

We guarantee to beat the 

competition and save you money 

with our same day/next day service 
 

Call 01822 619639 

sales@pccofficesupplies.com 

 

 

PCC 
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“We Come to You” 
01822 855822 or help@chezvouspc.com 

 

 

Got a computer problem – at home or the office? 

We are the local visiting Computer Service you are looking for – in our 15th 

year. Both Mac & PC fluent – if you’ve got an issue, we can help with it. 

Good rates too. We sell new as well as repair, we also sell  

Anti-virus and help with networking. Find us on Facebook as well as all the 

usual other methods. 
 

 

mailto:help@chezvouspc.com
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If you would like to contribute to this magazine, we would 
very much like to hear from you. 
 
It could be a one-off article, a letter, or something on a more 
regular basis though not necessarily every month.  
 
We would like to widen the content, and thus the interest, of 
the magazine. Have you visited anywhere of note, met some 
interesting people, had an adventure? 
 
Please contact Mandy in the Parish Office – contact details 
on the cover. 
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If you would like 

to advertise in 

this space, please 

contact Mandy in 

the parish office 

on 

01822 616673 

 
 

E.PASCOE & SON  
 
 

Monumental Masons 

Five Acres 

Gulworthy 

Tavistock 

PL19 8HZ 

Email:  

epascoe@gpamail.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01822 832320 

 

www.epascoeandson.com 

 
 

 

mailto:epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
http://www.epascoeandson.com/

