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The Revd Tony Vigars writes: 
 

When I get in from a good walk on Dartmoor I am usually hot and sweaty 

whether it is winter or summer – whether the weather has been hot or 

cold. I am quite certain that I will be in need of a shower! 
  

What do others smell when you are around? No – I am not being 

impertinent and enquiring about your breath or body-odour! Even if we 

have never used perfume or after-shave in our lives, we Christians are 

called to imitate Jesus – to be a fragrant offering. 
 

Be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice 

to God.  Ephesians 5:1,2 
 

The older I get as a Christian the more I realise that knowing what the 
Bible says is of no avail unless I live it in my life as well. Faith in the Risen 

Christ is inadequate unless accompanied by a Risen Life.  

Faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. James 2:17 
 

Each morning in my prayers, along with the person leading Morning Prayer 

in St Eustachius’ Church at 8am, I say these words: As we rejoice in the gift of 

this new day, so may the light of your presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with 

love for you. When I repeat those words I often add a few more words: set 

our hearts on fire like the burning bush with love for you. I think of the story of 

Moses when he saw a bush burning, but not being consumed. It was such 

an arresting sight that he had to step aside to examine it and there he met 
with God (see Exodus 3:1-6). We are not just called to be a fragrant offering 

but also an attractive sight! 
 

I write this in August when the church calendar remembers the 

Transfiguration – when Jesus’s appearance was transformed for a while in 

front of three of his disciples: the appearance of his face changed, and 

his clothes became dazzling white (see Luke 9:28-36). The entry in the 

Diocesan prayer diary said this: On the feast of the Transfiguration we pray 

that we would be transfigured to be your presence in the world. Help us to live in 

ways which show by our deeds the words of Jesus ... And just a few days before 
I had seen one Church member doing just that. Having taken someone to 
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the doctors’ surgery, she was now taking them around town where they 

struggle to get to from their rural abode. 
 

It should be important to us what "smell" accompanies us; what "whiff" 

others get when they encounter us; what sight they see when they look 

upon us, whether they be family, friends, neighbours, colleagues or 

strangers. Let us pray that by God's grace it may be fragrant and attractive! 
 

Thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal 

procession, and through us spreads in every place the fragrance that 

comes from knowing him. 2 Corinthians 2:14 

 

Yours sincerely,         

Tony 
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September 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Sun 1       ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer 

 8 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service for adults and 

   children together 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 3 pm  Marriage of Christopher Eastel and Charlotte McMillan 

 5 pm Holiday Service – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 6 pm Evensong  

 

Tues 3 7.30 pm Prayer and Stillness Group - 10 Courtlands Road 

 

Wed 4 10.30 am Holy Communion 

 

Fri 6 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Holy Dusters 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 

 

Sat 7 12 pm Marriage Royston Harris and Nicola Hill 

 3.30 pm Messy Church 

 7 pm  The Friends of St Eustachius’ 007 Bond Dinner 

   

Sun 8 TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with a 

   group for children 

 9.45 am Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Tue 10 7.30 pm Gulworthy PCC 

 

Wed 11 10.30 am  Holy Communion 

 11.30 am Pastoral Care Team meeting – parish centre 

  

Fri 13 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 
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September 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Sat 14 10 am Intercessors’ Prayer Group  

 7.30 pm Brass Quintet concert 

 

Sun 15 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 PATRONAL FESTIVAL 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Patronal Festival Eucharist with Bishop Robert followed 

by a ‘Bring and Share’ lunch – parish centre 

 9.45 am Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Patronal Festival Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Tue 17 7.30 pm Brentor PCC 

  

Wed 18 10.30 am  Holy Communion 

 7.30 pm Tavistock PCC 

   

Thurs 19 1.30 pm Dr Gerry Parlby’s talk on St Eustachius 

 2 pm  ‘Living with Bereavement’ – parish centre 

 

Fri 20 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 

 2 pm  Gulworthy School Harvest Service – St Paul’s        

 

Sat 21 10 am Tower Tours as part of National Heritage Open Days 

 3 pm  Marriage of Gary Hine and Rachel Sims – St Michael’s                                                  

 

Sun 22 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion 

 9.45 am Family Communion with Baptism: a service with 

   a group for children 

 9.45 am Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor 

 5.30 pm Harvest Festival – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Evensong 

 6 pm Evensong – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 

 

Wed 25 9 am Schools’ Communion for Harvest 

 10.30 am  Holy Communion 
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September 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Fri 27 8.30 am Holy Communion 

 10 am Friendly Friday Coffee Morning 

 3.30 pm Mount Kelly Foundation Service 

 

Sat 28 1 pm  Marriage of Thomas Powell and Sally Jasper 

 7 pm  Devonport Royal Navy Volunteer Band concert 

 

Sun 29 MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 

 7.30 am Morning Prayer     

 8 am Holy Communion (BCP) 

 9.45 am Family Communion: a service with a 

   group for children 

 9.45 am Morning Prayer – Christ Church, Brentor 

 11.15 am Morning Prayer – Gulworthy 

 6 pm Civic Service 

 6 pm Holy Communion – St Michael’s, Brent Tor 
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From the Vicarage … 
 

Tavistock’s Patronal Festival 
 

We are told that life begins at 40. That's very good news, although, of course, 

in these terms I’m still considered to be in my infancy. So hopefully there’s 

much more of this life still to come. 
 

But when does life begin? I think this is a very complicated question for 

Christians. It's complicated because Christians have always believed that 

there is a human life before point of birth, though quite when is a matter of 

disagreement. So we wrestle with all sorts of the questions about how 

‘unborn’ life should be treated. But it's complicated, too, because Christians 

have also always believed that there is another birth after birth. There is a 

clear message in the New Testament that every human life requires a new 

beginning, a moment when life truly begins.  
 

On Sunday 15th September 2019, we celebrate the feast of our patron St 

Eustachius, the patron of our Church. Tavistock Parish Church is over seven 

hundred years old. It is a place of prayer and worship – a place where life 

can be transformed. St. Eustachius, and the early church, present us with 

another way of understanding how life begins in Christian terms.  
 

The vast majority of churches in the Church of England are dedicated to one 

or more people. Most are dedicated to a single 'patron saint', such as Saint 

Peter or the Virgin Mary, or one of the persons of God, such as Holy 

Trinity, Christ Church, or The Good Shepherd. Others commemorate 

Christian events, for example, the Ascension of Jesus. All churches are 

dedicated to God, but by the fourth century it was common practice to 

dedicate a Christian place of worship to one or more “patron” saints. No 

single set of rules governed the choice of patron saint for a church, but 

existing and historical dedications show a pattern, which suggest how 

patrons were often chosen. In terms of numbers of dedications, the most 

popular saints chosen show the influence of Rome on the history of English 

Christianity, and also that major characters from Scripture were also 

selected, with the most popular being St Mary, St Peter, St Michael, St 

Andrew, and St Paul. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dedication
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Peter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary,_mother_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_in_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ascension_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/God_in_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
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Our patron saint is St. Eustachius. It was a vision that converted him to 

Christianity. We know the story well. He was a Roman general called 

Placidus, who converted to Christianity after having seen a vision of a stag 

with a crucifix lodged between its antlers. At his baptism, he took the name 
Eustace, which literally means  “steadfast”, only for the members of his 

family, and his wealth, to be taken from him in a series of disasters. Despite 

many trials, and much suffering, he remained faithful and gained the 

reputation of being a “Job” of the Christian tradition. He and his remaining 

family are thought to have been martyred, on the instruction of the Emperor 

Hadrian, in the early second century.  
 

When St Eustachius clearly saw the cross of Christ, it was a moment of 

insight, a moment of conversion, a moment when new life began. It was, 

without parallel, an absolute turning point in his life, signified by a radical 

change in his attitude towards Jesus Christ and his followers.  
 

For some people the Christian life begins at a decisive moment, a moment 

that changes everything. But for most of us, I think, there are moments, when 

we are given, by grace, some insight into God’s great plan for us, - perhaps 

a word spoken to us by someone else, perhaps that inner sense that we are 

being prompted or called to do a particular thing, perhaps a growing 

awareness and understanding of God’s great love for the world, of God’s 

kingdom of justice, peace and joy, that is being revealed around us.  
 

The Patronal Festival Service begins at 9.45 am on the 15th September in the 

church of St Eustachius, Tavistock. The president and preacher will be the 

Bishop of Exeter, the Rt. Revd Robert Atwell, and everyone is very welcome 

to the service. Afterwards, there will be a “bring and share” lunch in the 

Parish Centre to celebrate the Patronal Festival.  Again, everyone is 

welcome.  Nearer the time, there will be a sign-up sheet at the back of 

Church to offer help with the catering arrangements’ if you are able to do 

so. In the evening, at 6pm, Festival Choral Evensong will be a sung in Church.  
 

On the 15th September, we give thanks for St Eustachius who, despite many 

difficulties in his life, remained faithful and steadfast, and who shows us all 

how life begins, again and again, in the company of the one whom, when we 

follow him and place our trust in him, is life itself, Jesus Christ.  
 

With my love and prayers, 

Chris Hardwick 
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The Bedford Hotel 

The Bedford — Tavistock’s 

favourite retreat 

A warm welcome awaits. 

Join us for: 

Morning Coffee 

Bar Lunch 

Sunday Lunch 

Dinner 

 

Tel 01822 613221 

www.bedford-hotel.co.uk 

Morris Bros. 
Funeral Directors 

  

Established in 1870 
  

Your local independent Funeral Director 
is owned & run by the fifth generation of 

the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.  

We provide a qualified, professional & 
sensitive service to the people of 

Tavistock & surrounding areas.  Simon & 

Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford 
Foundry providing you with a very 

personal service regardless of the time of 

day or night. Call for a 24 hour service on 

01822 612023 

  

The Old Bedford Foundry 

Lakeside, Tavistock  

PL19 0AZ 

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans 

 

If you would like 

to advertise in 

this space, please 

contact Mandy in 

the parish office 

on 

01822 616673 
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The names of God 7          Mike Loader 
 

Yahweh, Rohi, The Lord's my Shepherd  
 

No doubt we all have a special psalm, one that we often return to. Psalm 

23 is so well known that perhaps it has lost some of its powerful impact, 

but it nevertheless continues to bring much comfort, and is such an 

amazing picture of the grace of our loving God and Father, and such a 

beautiful description of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ - the true 

Shepherd of the flock of Yahweh-God. 
 

As we continue our study of the names of God let us keep in mind that in 

its biblical use it is in the name that the character of that person is intended 

to be revealed. 
 

David was a shepherd boy called by God from tending his father Jesse's 

flock and anointed by the prophet Samuel to become king over the nation 

of Israel (1 Samuel 16v13) around BC 970. David probably wrote half, 75, 

of our 150 psalms, yet he turns out to be a truly human character that we 

can identify with. In his life he passed through personal family conflict, war, 

disappointment, discouragement and despair, resorted to murder out of 

lust for Uriah's wife, and entered into an adulterous relationship with 

Bathsheba, not traits that we should seek to emulate! Yet through all of 

this his heart was stayed upon God his sovereign, and he could appreciate 

Yahweh as his ever present 'shepherd'. 
 

The Hebrew word 'Rohi' is used in the context of shepherding, 'to feed' or 

'to lead to pasture'. We can see this illustrated in the following cases. The 

Persian King Cyrus (Isaiah 44v28) is described by God as 'My Shepherd' for 

he was to fulfil God's purposes, and Moses (Is 63v11), and the leaders of 

the Israelite people, when taking them by the exodus out of Egypt and 

through the Red Sea, were termed 'the shepherds of my people' (Is 63v11). 

The prophet Jeremiah stresses that it is God's intention to provide His 

people with 'good shepherds', shepherds after His own heart, those who 

will impart knowledge and understanding (Jer 3v15). And that is still God's 

intent for today. This shows how important it is for us to pray especially 

for our 'spiritual shepherds', those who minister to our spiritual needs; but 

we also need to pray for our national leaders to have proper 'knowledge 

and understanding' during these turbulent times in which we now live. 
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Supremely, the prophets Jeremiah, Isaiah and Ezekiel, all describe our God-

Yahweh as our faithful and trustworthy shepherd, the one who will look 

after and tend His flock, us His children.  And Asaph starts his psalm 80 

with "Hear, O shepherd of Israel". Isaiah writes (Is40v11), 'like a shepherd 
He-God will tend His flock, gather the lambs, and carry them in His 

bosom', while Jeremiah says (Jer31v10), 'He who scattered Israel will gather 

him and keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock'. Then Ezekiel contrasts 

God - the true shepherd, with the false shepherds of Israel who neglect 

their flock 'feeding themselves and not feeding their sheep', and 'not 

bringing the strayed back into the fold'. Ezekiel goes on to say that it is God 

himself who will 'seek out His sheep and bring them into their own lands' 

as God will be 'the shepherd of my own sheep' (Ez 34v2-15). Does that not 

remind you of a parable (the lost sheep, Mtt18v12), and of the person of 

our Lord Jesus Christ himself? 
 

Jesus could see the people of his time as 'sheep without a shepherd' 

(Mtt9v36), and three times described himself as 'the Good Shepherd' 

(Jn10v1,11,14), and himself as fulfilling an Old Testament prophecy, "I will 

strike the shepherd and the sheep will be scattered" (Mk14v27 & Zechariah 

13v7). Jesus also gave us the assurance that as our shepherd He knows 

each one of us by name, and that we his sheep would hear his voice as He 

leads us and we follow him (Jn10v3). Isn't that just such a comfort and 

reflective of King David's experience when he wrote "The Lord's my 

Shepherd, He leads me beside still waters, I shall not want". 
 

Both God-Yahweh our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, will forever be 

our caring Shepherds. 
 

Blessings to you all, Mike, Assistant Priest 
 

 

A prayer, set with psalm 80 in 'Daily Prayer' 
 

       Faithful shepherd of your people, 
      as we look for the light of your countenance, 
       restore in us the image of your glory 
       and graft us into the risen life of your Son, 
       Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen 
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Tidings from Tavistock . . . 
 

Choir News … 
Choristers from Tavistock Parish Church travelled to Somerset on the 

hottest day of the year’ Thursday July 25, to sing Festal Evensong at Wells 

Cathedral.   

It was the second time the choir had been invited to sing, the previous 

occasion being in March, last year.  The music included Stanford’s 

Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in B flat and the anthem, “My Eyes for Beauty 

Pine” by Herbert Howells.  Several members of Tavistock congregation 

travelled to Wells to support the choir.   

Scott Angell, who joined the choir as Director of Music in January, said: 

‘The choir showed how professional they are and ensured the music 

chosen was sung to the highest calibre.  A great day, with trips already 

planned for next year, including another to sing at Wells and Tewskbury’. 

He thanked David Davies, organist at Buckfast Abbey, who had rushed 

from a concert in Exeter to play for Tavistock choir. 
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Grant towards Choral Services is Welcomed  
 

St Eustachius’ Church has been awarded a grant of £2,000 by the Ouseley 

Church Music Trust to promote and maintain the high standard of choral 

services at the church.  The grant will contribute to the salary of the 

Director of Music at St Eustachius’, Scott Angell.  We are extremely 

grateful to the Trust for this award. 
 

Appointed at the beginning of this year, Scott has been enthusiastically 

bringing new developments to the church with his high quality organ 

playing and breadth of his repertoire, together with new anthems and 

activities with the choir.  Already the choir has several new members and 

there is room for more. 
 

Scott said: “I know I am biased, but Tavistock church has one of the best 

choirs in the area and they show how music can be really uplifting in the 

service of God”. 

 
 

 

 

  

Photo album to celebrate St Eustachius'  

700th Anniversary Year 
 

A Photo Album of St Eustachius' Church showing the ‘700’ events will 

shortly be available to view at the back of the church.  The hard-backed, 

28cm x 21cm, full colour, glossy, landscape book was designed by Juliette 

Bowers and is printed by Bonusprint.  Anyone interested in ordering a 

copy can either see Juliette in church or leave her your contact details in 

the "B" pigeon hole, again at the back of the church. An exact cost 

cannot be quoted just yet as the more orders she takes the less it will 

cost! 

Should anyone wish to view the book online or contact her please email: 

juliettebowers@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:juliettebowers@btinternet.com
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Mission of the Month 
 

U.S.P.G. - United Society Partners in the Gospel 
 

“Founded in 1701, we are the Anglican mission agency that partners 

churches and communities worldwide in God’s mission to enliven faith, 

strengthen relationships, unlock potential and champion justice. 

 

“We bring people together from different parts of the global church in 

mutually enriching conversation and to deepen faith in Jesus Christ and our 

discipleship as inter-cultural Christians.  We accompany Anglican churches 

across the world as they form communities of hope and resistance in the 

struggle against injustices associated with climate change, migration, gender, 

the human rights of indigenous people and inter-religious living.” 

 

U.S.P.G. has been arranging short-term placements with partner churches 

in different countries for over 50 years.  Under their projects “Expanding 

Horizons” and “Journey with Us”, clergy or lay people can spend a 

sabbatical or gap year overseas to have a life-changing experience in 

another culture, deepen their faith and develop their gifts as well as 

contributing to the life of the communities where they are placed. 

 

More information can be obtained from the free publication “Welcome to 

U.S.P.G.”,  available from the mission stand at the back of church, together 
with the current prayer diary featuring a different country each week.  

 

In order to raise funds for our annual church donation to U.S.P.G., coffee 

and tea will be served after the Wednesday morning Communion service 

throughout September.  Please support this. 

 

                                                                                                  

Elizabeth Watkins 
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Tales from the Tower … 
 

With the summer holidays drawing to a close (perhaps now the weather will 

improve) many of us have been on trips, either abroad or in this country, 

and have delighted (or bored) our friends and relatives with tales of what we 

saw and what we did and, in the case of ringers, where we rang. Because 

ringers will never go anywhere - in this country, anyway - without looking 

for a nearby church with bells and finding out when practice night is or what 

time they ring for Sunday service. (That’s the trouble with going abroad, by 

the way – so few countries have bells we can ring as we do here. Much better 

to stay in the UK and visit a tower new to us, or renew acquaintanceship 

from former holidays.) 
 

I have been lucky enough to go away twice already this year – once to 

America, for a never-to-be-forgotten trip down the Mississippi aboard a 
paddle steamer, and once to Great Malvern, where I lived for quite a few 

years. No bells on the Mississippi trip, of course, apart from the ship’s bell 

which they didn’t let me ring anyway, but in Malvern I was delighted to be 

able to return to my old tower at Malvern Link, where there were eight bells 

in those days and are now ten, just as we have in Tavistock.  
 

Isn’t it strange how memory deceives us! I remember the tower as being the 

normal tight fit, with just room round the edges for the ropes and ringers, 

maybe a few seats pushed hard against the wall, and the biggest space in the 

middle, taken up by a table spread with such paraphernalia as a Visitors’ 

Book, a jam jar full of pens, a bottle of water and some disposable cups 

(which we should perhaps think about in these plastic-hating days), a bottle 

of hand sanitiser (those ropes may have been handled last by Old 

Bartholomew, whose cold never seems to get any better), a box of tissues 

in case the conductor makes someone cry or Old Bartholomew has 

forgotten his hanky again, and perhaps a tin of chocolates donated by some 

grateful parishioner. (This is not a hint. Well, not really...) 
 

But Malvern took me by surprise. It was so much bigger than I remembered. 

There were seats all round the walls – rather new-looking church pews, a 

couple of kitchen chairs and... two armchairs. 
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Armchairs! In a ringing chamber! I’ve never seen the like. A church tower 

with room for armchairs where people could sit during the ringing, looking 

up the method they were supposed to have studied at home and would have 

to ring in a few minutes’ time, or ‘listening’ (ie dozing) and being comfortable. 
Comfortable!  Why, they even had cushions... 
 

How did they get them up there? I wondered. Hauling armchairs up a narrow 

spiral staircase would be a challenge for most removal firms. But of course, 

just as we have in Tavistock, there is a large trapdoor in the floor of the 

ringing chamber, and indeed in the ceiling above, where the bells can be 

winched up or down (not that this happens very often). And while the two 

new bells were brought into Malvern Link, it seemed a good chance to bring 

up two armchairs that someone had no further use for at home. There was 

plenty of room for them, after all, and it added a nice, homely touch. I’m 

surprised they didn’t bring in a kitchen table at the same time, and a kettle 

and a few mugs. (And I have seen just those items in other towers, too, by 

the way.) 
 

Church towers vary so much in their amenities, or lack of, for ringers. I think 

this is because they were never meant for bells or ringers in the first place. 

They were lookouts, defences, symbols of wealth and power. Bells as we 

know them – in rings of five or six, eight, ten or even twelve – came later 

when their potential was realised. So the comfort of the ringers was very 

seldom considered; and anyway it didn’t do, in those days, to be comfortable 

in church. (Think of those hard, straight-backed pews.) Armchairs would 

certainly not have been countenanced. 
 

Even getting to the ringing chamber is a challenge in many churches, 

especially the big minsters, abbeys and cathedrals. In many of those, the way 

is so tortuous that you need a guide, and even then there are often signs and 

arrows placed helpfully along the way. You can find yourself squeezing along 

narrow passageways, emerging suddenly on the open walkways high up 

amongst the carved angels, tiptoeing nervously across a roof behind a 

parapet hundreds of feet above a city centre, or, as at Pershore, where I 

took a friend while I was at Malvern recently, crossing an iron stair which 

leaps airily from the inside wall of the tower (open to the floor far below) 

to access what seems to be no more than a glorified chicken coop hung from 
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the top. Quite a few ringers, however accustomed to the strange ways of 

church architecture, blanch at the sight and refuse to cross. 
 

To be honest, I don’t think these routes to some towers ever were actually 

designed. I think they happened more or less by accident, when it was 

realised first, that bells would be a Good Thing, and second, that people 

would need to get somewhere to ring them. ‘What about starting them off 

somewhere down near the south door,’ suggested a man who had had 

nothing to do with actually building the edifice a couple of hundred years 

earlier, ‘and using that little stairway the masons put in so that they could 

repair the gargoyles, and then from there they can walk along the passage 

way at the top – it’s perfectly safe as long as you go in single file and hold on 

tight – and from there they can cross the bit of roof that sticks out over the 

west transept, and after that...’ And so it developed, and so we continue to 

do today, although nowadays we would ask for a lift - and some churches do 

even have them. 
  

At Tavistock, of course, it’s plain and simple. The spiral staircase, which some 

of us believe has at least two new steps added each week as we pant up 

them, and a ringing chamber with just the right amount of room for the 

twelve ropes (ten bells and two ‘dumb’ bells for learners) and two windows, 

each with a seat that accommodates three fairly narrow ringers. If there are 

more than six of us not ringing at any one time, we stand awkwardly in 

corners, trying not to be in the way. 
 

Certainly we have no room for such luxuries as armchairs. But even Malvern 

Link, with its facilities for lounging, can’t come close to Canterbury 

Cathedral, where I went a few years ago. There, they have a little sitting 

room opening out of the ringing chamber and in this sitting room are not 

only armchairs but a large table and a sofa. 
 

A sofa! Whatever would those early ringers have said? 

 

Donna Baker  
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Join us on a gentle pilgrimage to 

The Holy Land 
 

 

 

 

10 – 17 March 2020 

 

Led by Andrew Steven 

 

Details and brochure:- 
www.stcatherinesbrynamman 

 
Meeting in the parish centre on 

Tuesday 24 September at 7 pm 

for a presentation and more information. 
 

http://www.stcatherinesbrynamman/
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Devonport Naval Base Volunteer Band 
Join us on September 28 for our 

‘Last Night of the Proms’ 
 

The HMS Drake Royal Naval Volunteer Band effectively formed in the 

late 1970s when a small group of Engineers started playing for weekly prayers 

at the Royal Naval Engineering College (RNEC) at Manadon on the outskirts 

of Plymouth.  The band thrived and not long after, a Royal Marine Bandsman 
was appointed to the band as their full time conductor and instructor with 

the band becoming one of a number of recognised “Volunteer Bands” within 

the Royal Navy, mainly in shore establishments but extending to include the 

groups on the Carriers (Ark Royal, Invincible and Illustrious) and more 

recently on the new HMS Queen Elizabeth. When RNEC Manadon closed 

in 1995, the band became the Devonport Naval Base Volunteer Band and 

moved into HMS Drake, where it continues to be based today.  

In the early days, the band was primarily made up of Service Personnel but 

as the Navy reduced in numbers the membership widened as did the number 

and type of gigs undertaken.   Nowadays, as the name implies, the band is 

made up of unpaid volunteers consisting of serving and retired members of 
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the armed forces, their families, members of the emergency services and a 

wide range of civilians all bound by a love of music and desire to perform in 

a military wind band.   

Last year, unfortunately the decision was taken to withdraw the instructors 
from the volunteer bands although the Royal Navy and RM Band Service 

continue to support us in a number of ways.  The Royal Naval Volunteer 

Band Association (RNVBA) has been formed to cover the activities of the 9 

remaining volunteer bands (spread from Faslane to Culdrose) and support 

them as they struggle to maintain their musical standards, military ethos and 

in some cases, their existence. All of the bands have been forced to change 

the way they operate and have followed slightly different models depending 

on their location and availability of funding.  A number have been able to 

fund part time conductors via sponsorship or through grants, however, in 

the case of the Devonport band, we have had to become fully self-funding, 

needing to earn enough through our performances and any local sponsorship 

we can find to support our activities.   HMS Drake has continued to provide 

us with a venue and support us administratively, the Band Service provide us 

with instruments and we now manage ourselves through a committee.  A 

year after these changes came in, we are pleased to report that we are still 

actively performing and are planning a number of high profile gigs in the 

coming year on top of our normal “bread and butter” engagements.  

Within the band, we are lucky to have a strong and very capable Corps of 

Drums who perform with us for big events but also stand-alone providing 

drummers and buglers for a range of events around the Plymouth area.   You 

may have seen them recently performing a sunset routine on the Hoe or 

dressed in period costume leading dancers and pirates through the Barbican.  

Their bugling was rightly picked out for special mention by the RM Band 

Service Director of Music at the Volunteer Band inspection in Portsmouth, 

as being as good as some of his professionals! 

We continue to support the Royal Navy, providing background music for 

both Naval and Civilian functions in the Wardroom and Senior Rates messes, 

as well as performing “Beat the Retreat” and “sunset” ceremonies not only 

within HMS Drake but also in Stonehouse barracks and HMS Raleigh.  We 

have also managed to support the local community with highlights of the last 

year including support to the naming ceremony of their new RNLI lifeboat 
(televised), the Plymouth Mayor Making Ceremony, Torpoint carnival (and 
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their Armistice Day parade) and “Proms in the Park” in the bandstand in 

Devonport Park. 

The next few months sees the band reprise their “Proms in the 

Park” (Devonport park on Sunday 1st September) and then build 
up to a big event with their version of the “Last Night of the 

Proms” in St Eustachius’ Church in Tavistock on Saturday 28th 

September.    

The coming year also has some exciting events currently in the early planning 

phase, with potential performances by the band in the Tower of London and 

at Jersey in the Channel Islands being obvious highlights.  There are also plans 

for massed band performances bringing together elements from all the 

volunteer bands with the RNVBA providing a band for the RNA (Royal Naval 

Association) parade in London and an aspiration to bring a massed band 

event to Plymouth as part of the Mayflower 400 celebrations; all in all, 2020 

is building to be an exciting year for members of the HMS DRAKE Royal 

Naval Volunteer Band. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tavistock Area Christians Together News … 
 

‘Guys - It's Your Time’ at 7 pm on Monday 2 September  

Wortha Farm, Brentor PL19 0LN 

More details from phil@philpearson.co.uk, or check  

www.tactnews.org.uk/whats-on/tactmen closer to the date. 

  

West Devon Filling Station at 7 pm on Wednesday 4 September 

Warson Farm, Coryton, Okehampton EX20 4PQ  

visit www.facebook.com/westdevonfillingstation for details.  

  

Tavipraise at 7.30 pm for 8 pm on Thursday 5 September at St Andrew's, 

Whitchurch. 

 

Craft Workshop at 10 am on Saturday 7 September and 'Renew, 

Refresh, Relax' Retreat at 10 am on Tuesday 10 September at Tinhay, 

Lifton PL16 0EL 

More details at www.tinhayretreats.com. 

 

Alternatively contact Ian Silcox (St Eustachius’ TACT 

representative) on 01822 612751 for further details.  

 

mailto:phil@philpearson.co.uk
https://www.tactnews.org.uk/whats-on/tactmen/
https://www.facebook.com/westdevonfillingstation/
https://www.tinhayretreats.com/
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Gulworthy Notes . . . 

September is an in-between month: meteorologically autumn, but often still 

warm and sometimes more settled than the usual English summer. It is a 
month of looking back on summer holidays with families and forwards to (I 

hate to say it) bidding goodbye to the swallows, lighting the fire and 

enjoying the changing colours of the countryside. 
 

Looking back:   

It may seem ages ago to many, but the annual Gulworthy fete and Dog 

Show was right at the end of July and what an event it was! The weather 

was perfect, the show was packed with visitors and the dogs were on their 

best behaviour (owners not bad either) with no bad language between 

Yorkie and Mastiff and no unwanted “gifts” left on the grass! This is a 

community event for Gulworthy Church and the Village Hall but it is also a 
main fundraiser to enable both church and hall to continue to do great 

things for our community. We made £3360 to be shared between these 

two groups which is an amazing amount, gratefully received. 
 

Altogether it was a brilliant community event and I fear that to start listing 

those who made it possible might result in my missing someone out, so this 

is the first opportunity to say a public thank you, firstly to the owners of 

Woodovis for welcoming us again: without you the whole day would prove 

a mighty difficult task. Thank you to everyone who planned, managed, 

supplied, scrounged, educated, cooked, entertained, stocked stalls, donated 

prizes and gave their precious time; to the dog “wranglers” and presenters 

of rosettes. To all who made this great day possible THANK YOU. 
 

Looking forward:  

Harvest time. What does that mean to people who are not in some way 

working the land - whether farmer, gardener or window box owner? 

We have a first world problem which the third world can perhaps only 

wish for. We have an abundance, almost too much. 
 

Supermarket shelves are stocked with enough food to feed a small village, 

yet there are some of us (and I include myself, as we are few of us 

blameless) who tut or vocalise over the availability or quality of a favourite 

food, even when there are half a dozen alternatives. Supermarkets sell 

“wonky” veg so as to use the ones that are not aesthetically uniform in 
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size, but not necessarily at a lower price. Sadly, it is sometimes a sort of 

fashion statement to be seen to buy some foods and there are certainly 

some items that become trendy for a while. Do we realise, I wonder, that 

some of our first world trends and fads are actually pricing some third 
world countries out of being able to buy what is for them, a staple part of 

their diet? 
 

So, what should harvest mean? A 

gathering in of sustenance, of 

providing for the lean months, of 

giving thanks to our farmers and 

food producers, of passing on 

some of our gathered riches to 

others? 
 

As we ponder over our food 

choices from far flung parts of the 

world, perhaps at harvest time we 

should give the contents of our 

shopping baskets a little more 

thought. An extra donation to the foodbank, an added pound or two to a 

charity, buying food from local producers... 
 

The Gulworthy Fete showed us the best of community values and with 

God’s help, we can try to spread that community feeling as far and wide as 

possible. 
 

Dates for the Diary 
 

Sunday 22nd September 5.30pm – Harvest festival service followed by 

a bring and share supper and an auction of produce. 
 

Friday 4th October 7pm – Fashion Show in Gulworthy Parish Hall in 

conjunction with Beau of Yelverton. Tickets £10 to include refreshments. 

Proceeds in aid of Church funds. 
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Gulworthy and Tavistock 

Women’s Institute 
 

The speaker at our August meeting was Peter 

Williams, Auctioneer and Managing Director of 

Drake’s Auction House. Peter told us of his various 

jobs before moving to the world of auctions, gaining 

knowledge and an insight into the work relating to being involved along the 

way. Eventually he was given an option, having been with the Prince’s Trust, 

to start up his own business.  In 2014 he started Drake’s Auctions which 

reaches out via the internet at each monthly auction to clients at home and 

abroad. Peter told us all about his weekly schedule of work; Monday, 
selling day. All packing of items is carried out in-house for goods sold 

abroad.  Wednesday, Thursday and Friday is cataloguing. Viewing is 

Saturday and also Sunday mornings.  He tries to have a Friday off.  It was a 

very interesting talk following which numerous questions were asked of 

him such as what was the most expensive item sold to which he replied an 

Omega watch purchased by a client in Germany.   
 

As a reminder, there is a monthly Ladies Wot Lunch group with lunch 

organised for a different venue each time, the Fox and House being the 

next venue.  The Walking Group is out and about twice a month – the 

next walk will be September. Film Show attendance at The Wharf. Outings 

to various places of interest. For existing members and those who may 

want to meet us prior to joining, don’t forget we meet at Rest-a-While, 

(the TASS coffee shop and rest room at the back of Tavistock market) 

informally on the last Wednesday of the month.  We meet between 10am 

to 12 noon enabling those who want to have a coffee/tea can choose to do 

so before or after any shopping they may need to do.  We look forward to 

welcoming you, please contact the Secretary on trish.gandtwi@gmail.com 

for further information about our meetings. 

 

mailto:trish.gandtwi@gmail.com
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Brentor News … 

 
 

This August an intrepid band of volunteers braved the mud and the weeds 

to clear out the church pocket park pond, raking out the weeds and leaving 

clear water to allow newts and frogs and dragonflies to breed there. As 

this is Brentor, chocolate cake was on hand to encourage the workers! 
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The Old Testament Book of Lamentations  
 

The book of Lamentations consists of 5 poems of which the author is 

unknown. They comprise 5 ‘laments’, expressions of grief and sorrow 

focusing on the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC.  
 

The concern of the first ‘lament’ is the Lord’s rejection of Jerusalem – 

chapter 1:1-22;  

the second, the Lord’s anger against Jerusalem 2:1-22;  

the third, repentance and the hope of renewal 3:1-66;  

the fourth, the sin of the leaders of the people 4:1-22;  

and finally, a prayer for restoration 5:1-22. 
 

However amongst this anguish there is still hope expressed particularly 

vividly in the well-known chapter 3 verses 21-24 and also the hymn ‘Great 

is thy faithfulness’. 
 

‘But this I call to mind and therefore have hope, the steadfast of the Lord never 

ceases his mercies never end come to an end: they are new every morning great 

is your faithfulness. The Lord is my portion says my soul therefore will I have hope 

in him’  NRSV  
 

According to tradition the book was written by Jeremiah, but while this 

cannot be established the writings give every indication to date between 

586 and 538 BC. 
 

Initially Lamentations is a book of sorrow for the present and forebodings 

about the future, which could be applied, I would say, to our present times 
but the theme coming through is hope of God’s love and, as expressed by 

Julian of Norwich, ‘All will be well and all manner of things will be well. 

 

Ian Silcox 
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Mission Community Events for September 2019 
 

Mondays 2nd/9th/16th/23rd/30th: 7:30 pm Prayer Group at Charlotte Cottage.  

Contact Janet on 01822 810166.   

Tuesdays 3rd/10th/17th/24th: 11 am ~ 1 pm  Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short Mat 

Bowls. Do come and join us: (new members very welcome). 

Tuesdays 3rd/10th/17th/24th: 7 ~ 9pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Table Tennis (in 

the bar area of Coronation Hall). 

Tuesdays 3rd/10th/17th/24th: 7:25 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy,    Ballroom 

Dancing.  

Wednesdays 4th/11th/18th/25th: 7 ~ 8 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Table Tennis 

(in the bar area of Coronation Hall). 

Wednesdays 4th/11th/18th/25th: 7 ~ 9 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short Mat 

Bowls. 

Thursdays 5th/12th/19th/26th:  9:45 am Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Pilates with Sally 

Cinnamond.   

£6 per session. 

Thursdays 5th/12th/19th/26th: 12 ~ 1:30 pm Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel Soup & 

Dessert Lunches resume.  All welcome.   

Thursdays 5th/12th/19th/26th:  1 ~ 3 pm Knit & Natter Group resumes at Mary Tavy 

Chapel Hall.  Contact Wilma via 01822 810040. 

Tuesday 10 September: 7:30 pm Peter Tavy Village Hall, Whist Drives resume. Contact 

Peter Tinson 01822 810314. 

Saturday 14 September: Devon Historic Churches Day – St. Mary’s Church will 

be OPEN. as usual  to welcome all who call during their fund-raising events – where there 

will be light refreshment awaiting those who visit. 

Saturday 14 September: Devon Historic Churches Day ~ St. Peter’s Church, Peter 

Tavy will be open all day from 10 to 5 where tea/coffee etc will be available, followed by a 

guided walk at 3 from the village hall.   

Saturday 14 September:  Peter Tavy – A Square Dance with an American caller in 

Dodd’s Barn, starting at 7.20 pm Contact Peter Tinson 01822 810314. 

Saturday 14 September: 7.30 pm Brass Quintet concert – Tavistock Parish Church 

Monday 16 September: 10 ~12 noon: Monthly Jigsaw Swap, chat and refreshment. Mary 

Tavy Chapel Hall. Contact Pauline via 01822 610079.    

Thursday 19 September: 7:30 pm Brentor Garden Club resumes at Brentor Village 

Hall: A talk by Alan French entitled “Autumn Colour”.  Visitors welcome at £2 on the door. 

Saturday 21 September: 10 am – 12 pm Tower tours of St Eustachius as part of National 

Heritage Open Days 

Tuesday 24 September: Mary Tavy Chapel Hall.  Monthly visit of the Devon Sensory 

Team (for people with hearing and/or sight loss).  

Friday 27 September: Mary Tavy & Brentor Primary School will be hosting a Macmillan 

Coffee Morning from 10 to 11:30 am  All welcome. 

Saturday 28 September: 7 pm Devonport Royal Navy Volunteer Band concert – 

Tavistock Parish Church 
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                                                  BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE, 

                                                          PLUMBING AND HEATING 
  

                                                                                            
                                                                                                  8570 

             

                                                                                T: 01822 841410 

                                                                                    M: 07801 987258 

 

C8353 
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Residential Care Home for 

those with learning 

disabilities. 

52 Plymouth Road 

Tavistock, PL19 8BU. 

 

We are pleased 

to sponsor 

St Eustachius’ Church 

TAVISTOCK 610233 

THE LAWNS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ONE OF                   ’S 

TOP 50 BRITISH 

BOOK SHOPS 

 GENERAL 

 BOOK SHOP & 

 MUSIC SELLER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

Paul Greenhill 
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)  

 

Mobile: 07971 195549 

Tel: 01822 616792 
 

PROFESSIONAL 

TREE CARE 

BY 

A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 

IN WHICH TO BROWSE.  

GROUND AND FIRST 

FLOOR: BOOKS, 

AUDIOBOOKS,  

AND CARDS. 

SECOND FLOOR: 

CDs AND DVDs. 

& THE MUSIC 

ROOM 

www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk 
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com 

3 MARKET STREET, 

TAVISTOCK 

TEL 01822 617244 

 

 

 

WE HAVE A      

COMPREHENSIVE 

SELECTION OF TITLES, 

TOGETHER WITH A 
FIRST RATE ORDER 

SERVICE. 

Award Winning  

 Evening Valuations & Viewings  
No Restrictive Contracts 
Local, National & London 

Advertising 

Accompanied Viewings 

 

 

Okehampton 
01837 54080 

Tavistock 

01822 617243 

millertc.co.uk 

http://www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk/
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Tuell Farm 

Beautiful Stone 

Holiday Cottages 
 

Nestled in the Tamar Valley 

Available for short term lets 

10 minutes from Tavistock 

 
01822 870207 

cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk 

www.tuellfarm.co.uk 

Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off 

 

If it’s on, under or beside the desk, 

we supply it, including the desk! 

 
PCC Office Supplies Ltd 

For all your Business and Domestic 

requirements including: 
 

Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS, 

Office Machines, Cleaning & 

Catering 
 

We guarantee to beat the 

competition and save you money 

with our same day/next day service 
 

Call 01822 619639 

sales@pccofficesupplies.com 

 

 

PCC 
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“We Come to You” 
01822 855822 or help@chezvouspc.com 

 

 

Got a computer problem – at home or the office? 

We are the local visiting Computer Service you are looking for – in our 15th 

year. Both Mac & PC fluent – if you’ve got an issue, we can help with it. 

Good rates too. We sell new as well as repair, we also sell  

Anti-virus and help with networking. Find us on Facebook as well as all the 

usual other methods. 
 

 

mailto:help@chezvouspc.com
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If you would like to contribute to this magazine, we would 
very much like to hear from you. 
 
It could be a one-off article, a letter, or something on a more 
regular basis though not necessarily every month.  
 
We would like to widen the content, and thus the interest, of 
the magazine. Have you visited anywhere of note, met some 
interesting people, had an adventure? 
 
Please contact Mandy in the Parish Office – contact details 
on the cover. 
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If you would like 

to advertise in 

this space, please 

contact Mandy in 

the parish office 

on 

01822 616673 

 
 

E.PASCOE & SON  
 
 

Monumental Masons 

Five Acres 

Gulworthy 

Tavistock 

PL19 8HZ 

Email:  

epascoe@gpamail.co.uk 

 

Tel: 01822 832320 

 

www.epascoeandson.com 

  
 

mailto:epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
http://www.epascoeandson.com/

