Revd. Mike Loader, Assistant Priest, Tavistock, Gulworthy and
Brentor writes
“Lord, teach us to Pray”.
What a summer we have had, one of the hottest months on record and
yet times of torrential rain; yes, but this is Tavistock! So as we move on
and into Autumn, perhaps we could reflect upon that most significant of
questions that the disciples posed to our Lord Jesus, “Lord, teach us to
Pray” (Luke 11v1).
Jesus had been praying ‘in a certain place’ and his disciples must have
observed that, and realised just how significant prayer was to their Rabbi,
how it was an integral part of his life, and they were probably being
convinced that they had better follow suit. The disciples would have been
familiar with the regular Temple routine of prayer at the morning and
evening sacrifice, but clearly could see that for Jesus prayer was a much
more personal and intimate relationship shared with God, his Father.
I do not know about you, but giving prayer the proper place and time in my
Christian pilgrimage has perhaps been the thing that I have struggled with
most of all. So what may we learn from the prayer life of Jesus that may
help and encourage us to pray? Why should we anyway?
The American attorney, Methodist minister and civil war chaplain E M
Bounds considered “conversation with God as fundamentally vital to the
Christian life as physical breath”. The Danish philosopher and theologian
Soren Kierkegaard said, “Prayer does not change God, but it changes him
who prays”. I certainly recognise that there is still much that God needs to
change in me as He fulfils his promise through the Holy Spirit that we are
to be transformed into the likeness of our Lord Jesus (2Cor 3v18), and
perhaps those early disciples could see that need as well.
We can see in the prayer life of our Lord Jesus a number of pointers from
which we can take note. The American pastor Charles Stanley
(www.intouch.org) draws our attention to at least seven of these.
Early on in his busy ministry schedule Mark tells us (1v35) that Jesus ‘got up
early to pray’. Not easy for some of us who are not ‘early birds’, but to
start the day with God through prayer, as Joy constantly reminds me, is to
set all of its activities in their proper context. Maybe this is another call to
our 8am service of Morning Prayer?

1

Mark then goes on to tell us that Jesus ‘went out to a lonely place to pray’.
Distractions so easily take us away from our intimate time with God so
maybe we need to find a place where we can pray and not be easily
distracted.
Later Mark tells us (14v35) that during the final days of his earthly life in the
garden of Gethsemane Jesus ‘fell on the ground to pray’. Perhaps we can
take that to mean Jesus prayed on his knees or lay prostrate. We each
need to find a posture best fitting to our prayers. But it maybe that when
‘we are on our knees’, and so humbling ourselves before our great and
Holy God, we become open to God and can pray like our Lord “not my
will but yours be done” (Mk14v36), surely one of the hardest prayers to
make. But it is at such a time that we are more open to hearing God speak
to us, and our intimate relationship as a ‘child of God’ can grow and be
perfected.
Luke adds to our understanding of Jesus’s prayer life (6v12) by telling us
that before choosing his twelve disciples Jesus spent ‘the whole night in
prayer’. I wonder how many of us can make that claim? But prayer is a wise
move before making life’s significant decisions.
John goes on to inform us that at the ‘last supper’ (17v15) Jesus prayed for
his followers to be ‘delivered from the evil one’. Informed prayer for one
another should be an essential part of each of our lives as members of ‘the
body of Christ’.
We also learn from Matthew (14v23) that Jesus ‘went up into the hills by
himself to pray’. I wonder how many of us take ourselves off into the
beautiful Dartmoor countryside that surrounds us to do just that. Although
it is good to have a ‘prayer partner’- someone else to pray and share with,
there are times when we need to bring our innermost feelings before our
heavenly Father God alone, and to leave them with him as we await his
response to the promise that he will indeed hear and answer us
(1John5v14-15).
I pray that these thoughts may spur us on and into a deeper prayer life as
we journey along the path set out before us.
Every blessing,
Mike.

2

October 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Tues 1

7.30 pm

Prayer and Stillness Group - 10 Courtlands Road

Wed 2

10.30 am
3.30 pm

Holy Communion
Messy Church

Fri 4

8.30 am
10 am
10 am

Holy Communion
Holy Dusters
Friendly Friday Coffee Morning

Sat 5

12 pm

Organ recital by Scott Angell

Sun 6

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.45 am
Harvest Family Communion with farewell to
Steven Martin
6 pm
Harvest Festival Evensong

Wed 9

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 11

8.30 am
10 am

Holy Communion
Friendly Friday Coffee Morning

Sat 12

12 pm

Organ recital by Mike Hodge

Sun 13

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with a
group for children
11 am
Harvest Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6 pm
Evensong

Tue 15

7.30 pm

Brentor PCC

Wed 16

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 18

8.30 am
10 am

Holy Communion
Friendly Friday Coffee Morning
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October 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Sat 19

12 pm
7.30 pm

Organ recital by Gabrielle Lewis
Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir concert

Sun 20

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.30 am
Nosh@9.30 – parish centre
9.45 am
Family Communion with Baptism
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6 pm
Holy Communion for Healing and Wholeness

Wed 23

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 25

8.30 am
10 am

Holy Communion
Friendly Friday Coffee Morning

Sat 26

12 pm
2.30 pm
4 pm

Organ recital by Philip Davey
Marriage of Robert Wearing and Grace Oliver
Deanery Bell Ringers Service – Christ Church, Brentor

Sun 27

LAST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
BIBLE SUNDAY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am
Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6 pm
Evensong for Bible Sunday

Wed 30

9 am
10.30 am

Fri 1
(Nov)

ALL SAINTS
8.30 am
Holy Communion for All Saints’ Day
3 pm
Marriage of James Cowling and Rachel Short
7 pm
Reflections and Readings for All Souls’ – Christ Church, Brentor

Schools’ Communion for All Saints’ Day
Holy Communion
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Disappearing Islands
With Alex Leger and Ivan Haigh
An evening focusing on the Solomon Islands and the impact of climate
change on the people and landscape of Melanesia

Exeter Cathedral, Thursday 10th October at 7pm
We invite you to a drinks reception and seminar hosted jointly by
Exeter Cathedral and The Melanesian Mission to raise awareness of
the issues facing Melanesia and in particular the Solomon Islands due
to rising sea levels. The event will raise funds to support the work of
MMUK’s research into this area, and for Exeter Cathedral.

About the speakers
Devon born, Alex was educated at Exeter School before leaving to
spend a year as a VSO volunteer in the Solomon Islands. On his return
he studied industrial engineering and management sciences at
Loughborough University. He then joined the army on a permanent
regular commission before joining the BBC in 1973 as a junior
management consultant. Three years later came an opportunity to
work in television programme production where he stayed for the rest
of his BBC career. He has produced two programmes about the
Solomons for the BBC and in 2016 returned to feature the islands
under threat from climate change that he had filmed previously in
2002.
Dr Ivan D Haigh is Associate Professor in Coastal Oceanography
within Ocean and Earth Science, National Oceanography Centre
Southampton at the University of Southampton. He is an expert in
changing sea levels and in how to effectively translate global
projections of sea level rises in practical terms that aid coastal
managers and plan for erosion and flooding to come.
Tickets £15. Please contact Exeter Cathedral on 01392 285983.
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From the Vicarage …
Farewell

The 6th October (Harvest Festival in Tavistock) brings to a close Steve
Martin’s curacy with us in the Benefice. Steve will be presiding and preaching
at the 9.45 am Eucharist in Tavistock Church. This is a Benefice service
(there will be no services at Brentor or Gulworthy that day so that all who
wish to come are able to do so). Following the service, a lunch will be held
for Steve, Caroline, Henry and John in the Parish Centre, during which we
will be able to express our thanks to them all, and to Steve and for his
ministry as Curate among us. We will miss them all very much indeed. Steve
will take up his new post as Rector of the Holyford Mission Community and
Priest-in-Charge of Northleigh on the 20th November at a service to be
conducted by Bishop Jackie in Colyton Church at 7.30 pm. Everyone is
welcome and a coach will be leaving Tavistock at 5.15 pm on the 20th
November (details in our churches, cost £7 return) for those who would
like to go. We are delighted for Steve and Caroline, Henry and John, as they
enter this next stage of their lives. We wish them well and surround them
with our love and prayers. May God continue to bless them.

All Saints’ Day

An advance notice for your diaries: On Sunday 3rd November, the first
Sunday of November, special services will be held in the Benefice. The first
will be a commemoration of “All Saints” at 9.45 am in Tavistock and Christ
Church, Brentor, and at 11.15 am in Gulworthy. The period around All
Saints’ Day focuses our thoughts towards “the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins and the life everlasting. The prayer for All Saints’ Day
affirms that God has knit together his elect “into one communion and
fellowship”.

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed
The second will be a commemoration of the faithful departed. “All Souls
Day” is the completion of All Saints; it acknowledges human sadness and
grief at the loss of our loved ones. Together these two days proclaim the
message: “Death is not the end. The saints in heaven were the saints on
earth, and death was the door from our earth to their heaven. So it shall be
for us.” This is the Christian hope and it is founded in the resurrection of
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Jesus from the dead. On Friday 1st November a service of reflections and
readings will be held at Christ Church Brentor for All Souls, and on the
evening of the 3rd November I am planning a Benefice Service also as a Special
Act of Remembrance for all those who have been recently bereaved or who
would like to remember a loved one from years past. This service to
commemorate the faithful departed will be held at Tavistock Church at 6
pm. During this service we will remember those who have died by name and
candles will be lit as a symbol of hope. The service will be simple and include
a performance of the Fauré Requiem. I hope that many individuals and
families will want to be present for one or both of these acts of
Remembrance and Thanksgiving.
With my love and prayers.
Chris Hardwick
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Help needed…can you put a smile on Mariam’s face?
Can you make room for an international student to experience true British
Festive hospitality?
Hosting an international student will bring a whole new dimension to your
Christmas, with a chance to learn about another country’s traditions and
enjoy the connection and friendship that such sharing brings.
HOST UK arranges for international students to enjoy

brief visits-one day, a weekend or, over the festive
period, a three-day visit, with UK hosts.
We warmly welcome new volunteer hosts to join us.
To learn more, go to our website www.hostuk.org
or leave us a message on
http://visits.hostuk.org/Public/ApplyToBecomeAHost
7
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Morris Bros.

If you would like
to advertise in
this space, please
contact Mandy in
the parish office
on

Funeral Directors
Established in 1870
Your local independent Funeral Director
is owned & run by the fifth generation of
the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.
We provide a qualified, professional &
sensitive service to the people of
Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon &
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford
Foundry providing you with a very
personal service regardless of the time of
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service on

01822 612023
The Old Bedford Foundry
Lakeside, Tavistock
PL19 0AZ

01822 616673

Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans

The Bedford Hotel
The Bedford — Tavistock’s
favourite retreat
A warm welcome awaits.
Join us for:
Morning Coffee
Bar Lunch
Sunday Lunch
Dinner
Tel 01822 613221
www.bedford-hotel.co.uk
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The names of God 8
Yahweh Shammah 'the Lord is there'

Mike Loader

When the prophet Ezekiel (Ez48v35) describes a coming prophetic city and
calls it Yahweh Shammah, the LORD is There, in the last verse of his
prophecy, he is seen to be bringing the Old Testament revealed names of
God to a close, (but we still have more to reflect upon next month). This
name is particularly significant in reminding us that our creator God,
Yahweh, who spoke the Universe into existence (Gen 1v3 with "Let there
be electromagnetic radiation", my interpretation as a Physicist!), is the God
who is ever present and there for us as individuals by name.
When Ezekiel was prophesying to the exiles in Babylon between BC 593
and 571, the Israelite nation was much in decline from all that it had been
called to be - a testimony to Yahweh's presence - and had fallen into
captivity as a result. God's choice vine, as the nation was called (Jer 2v21),
was now in ruins (Ez 19v9, 12-14), for the nation had abandoned its call,
and its faithfulness to Yahweh, the only true God, and to His
commandments. Instead they set out to follow after false gods’ and to
practise much unholiness. Does that sound familiar? Has not this, our once
Christian country, now entered into a post Christian and apostate age?
Unfortunately for Israel, God could not find 'a man who would build a wall
and stand in the gap' for Him (Ez 22v30) and so judgement was to follow
(Ez 24v14). What a state of affairs for God's people, yet does anything
change? Can we not see parallels today with our nation? Yet God's desire
is always for our 'repentance' and for Him to show grace and forgiveness as
He takes 'no pleasure in the death of the wicked' (Ez 33v11). God desired
the people of Israel to give up their unrighteousness and recognise that 'He
was there for them', and to practise justice and righteousness (Ez 33v1720), so God gives to Ezekiel the task of a 'watchman', to point the people
back to God, so that whenever he heard a word from God he was to give
the people warning (Ez3v17).
To my way of thinking that is also precisely what is required for our
generation, for Christian women and men who will be bold and issue a call
for repentance and revival and remind people that indeed 'God is there'.
When we celebrate the incarnation, and not just at Christmas time, we are
reminding the world that Jesus came to fulfil the prophecy of Isaiah (Is
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7v14), and as Saint Matthew puts it, 'Behold the virgin shall be with child,
and shall bear a Son, and they shall call his name Immanuel', which
translated means 'God with us' (Mtt 1v23).
But we also know that the scriptures are full of references to the ultimate
presence of Yahweh dwelling with us, His people, in the new heaven and
the new earth, when all shall be made new (Rev 21v1). Then the dwelling
of God shall be with man (Rev21v3), God will be there physically in our
presence.
How many of us have caught the vision that we are ambassadors of a
different realm to the one we presently see about us? Saint Paul tells us,
when writing to the Christians in Philippi (Phil3v20), "But our citizenship is
in heaven, from it we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ". So as we
wait, let us hold fast to the knowledge that God is always present and is
'there for us', both now and for evermore.
Blessings, and be a cheerful ambassador,
Mike
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Tidings from Tavistock . . .
Special Celebrations at Patronal Festival
The Bishop of Exeter Robert Atwell presided
and preached at the Patronal Festival Service
on Sunday, September 15.
During the service he blessed the new

pew bibles and the recently commissioned
lectern handrail made by Eric Cockings
and his son, Mark.

Chris Hardwick presented Eric with a
“thank you” gift for their beautiful
craftsmanship.

Sue Tucker was presented with a
bouquet of flowers marking her
appointment as Assistant Priest.
The service was followed by a wellattended celebration buffet lunch at
the Parish Centre.
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Tales from the Tower …
‘So what exciting things have we done this month, that I can write about?’ I
enquired as we met last Sunday evening to ring for the Patronal Festival
service. ‘I can’t write about easy chairs and spiral staircases two months
running.’
‘Well,’ Ian said modestly, ‘you might mention that I took part in a four and
half hour long peal at York Minster and the ropes were like elastic...’
Now, any peal (ours usually last about three hours) is an achievement, but
four and a half hours on a heavy ring (the tenor weighs over 59 cwt) is
something worth more than a mention. And Ian had only rung there twice
before, and perhaps not on that particular bell at all. But ringers are
nothing if not adaptable, and to be part of such an event – a peal at one of
the most famous churches in the world, with all the ringers coming from
the West Country, specifically either Exeter or Bristol – is an indication of
the enthusiasm and dedication of the fine ringers we have amongst us. So –
well done, Ian.
There are other points of interest about the bells of York Minster. They
were cast by one of the finest bell foundries in the world – John Taylor, of
Loughborough – which, as some of you may remember, also cast our own
bells in Tavistock. Not only that, they were cast in the same year – 1925 –
as our original eight. The two newer, Millennium bells were also cast there
and a number of our ringers and congregation travelled to Loughborough
to watch the actual casting. We still have the long pole, used to stir the
huge vat of red-hot metal, in the corner of the ringing chamber, and many
people will remember the wonderful sight of the bells being brought, on a
low-level trailer, to the church to be installed.
Those who went to see this event, around twenty years ago, will
remember the awe-inspiring sight and the fascinating tour of the foundry as
the process was explained to us. There were at that time several foundries
in the country, including Mears and Whitechapel, but Taylors always
seemed to have the edge. There is something special about Taylor bells –
something different about the harmonics, something you can hear in the
‘hum’ singing through the air as they stop ringing. And now that the other
foundries have, sadly, closed, Taylors holds an even more precious place in
our heritage.
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So it is a shock to learn that this historic institution is under threat. After
almost 700 years of bell founding in Loughborough, after nearly 250 years
in the same family, it seems that the highly developed crafts of casting and
tuning bells, all bespoke and many going out worldwide, may come to an
end in this country, where bells are so much a part of our national being.
Why? Why have we lost Mears & Stainbank, Whitechapel, and other,
smaller foundries, often family concerns? (No, I’m not going to blame
Brexit – well, not immediately.) Often, and certainly in the case of Taylors,
it seems to be a matter of the buildings themselves. The business had, to
begin with, run into financial difficulties and gone into receivership ten
years ago and it looked as if it would be lost then. It was rescued by a
group of ringers who bought the site and reopened the foundry two years
later under the name John Taylor & Co. Bells are being made at the rate of
70 - 100 a year, each taking about six weeks. It is a long, careful and highly
skilled process.
But now it is the buildings themselves which are giving concern. The
foundations are being undermined by water, masonry and wooden beams
deteriorating. Repairs will be costly and time consuming, and inevitably
interrupt the work of casting. Moving to another location is barely an
option – a bell foundry needs very specific conditions, not least being at
least 12 feet of sand above the water table. And would the cost of a
purpose built structure be any less than repairs, even if the money were
available?
The buildings at Loughborough are already Grade II listed and a fund raising
campaign is under way. £5 million is the total estimated to be needed, £3.7
million having been already secured through the National Lottery Heritage
Fund. That leaves not much more than £1 million – not a vast sum (if you
say it quickly!) and certainly not when you think of other projects which
blithely talk in billions. Surely this can be raised and the foundry saved.
But let us not be too readily reassured. Saving the historic buildings does
not necessarily mean that bell founding will continue within them. The
buildings of the foundry at Whitechapel were saved, but bells are no longer
cast there and there is now a battle going on to prevent their being turned
into a hotel. Could this also happen at Taylors, even if the foundry buildings
remain standing? Could the production of these lovely bells cease for ever?
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Bell ringing is so much a part of English heritage, and bell ringers are like a
family. The foundries, like the churches which house the bells we love and
ring for worship, praise and mourning, are our home. To see the last bell
cast in one of the greatest and oldest foundries in the world, would be a
sad moment in the lives of many ringers – and especially ringers in
churches like St Eustachius and York Minster, whose bells began life
together, perhaps literally cast almost alongside each other, nearly a
hundred years ago in the foundry which then brought us our two new bells
for the Millennium, seventy-five years later.
Donna Baker
Following the installation of a new boiler last winter, the heating system
is to be further improved with the help of a £1,000 Localities Grant
from Devon County Council.
Improvements will benefit all using the church, not only the
congregation but also schools, concert performers and audiences,
Christmas Tree Festival visitors and customers of the ‘Friendly Friday’
tea, coffee and cake mornings. The work will include cleaning and
refurbishing the fan radiators, fitting a new radiator in the vestry toilet,
fixing the vestry heating, plus updates and other improvements to the
system.
Chris Hardwick commented: ‘The congregation and Friends of St
Eustachius’ have been working hard to raise the funds for this final
phase of the heating improvements, which started with the boiler
replacement last year. We have also received a kind donation from a
private donor, but this grant from the County Council enables us to
reach the full funding for the project and get it done in time for winter,
so we are very grateful to them’.
Debo Sellis, Tavistock and Gulworthy’s county councillor, said: ‘I am
delighted to that the council was able to help the church as it does so
much good supporting multi-generational activities for our community.’
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Friends' Spectre-acular 007 Night
Saturday 7th September
The Friends tweaked the 700 Theme for St
Eustachius' by reversing the numbers to inspire a
fantastic James Bond-themed evening. Chairman
Rick "Emilio Largo" Crawford (complete with
white jacket and eye-patch) got things off to a
suitably sinister start, and the Vicar gave a witty
grace.

Wendy Roderick prepared a dazzling range of
alcoholic and non-alcoholic cocktails for
everyone to enjoy as they arrived, before they
sat down to a superb three-course banquet,
created by Andra MacDougall, with the aid of
Pat Morrison and Addy Varley. The opening
course was Spectre Shrimp or Thunderball
Melon. This was followed by Chicken Roulette
with Casino Royale Potatoes and a Quantum
of Vegetables. The vegetarians enjoyed
Vesper's Vegetarian Roulade. Dessert was
Scaramango Mousse, followed by coffee and
M15nts.
Hugh Walkington organised a fun quiz based on Bond themes, which was
won with an amazing score of ten out of ten by the "Moneypenny" table. He
also led community singing of some of the best-known theme songs, such as
"Goldfinger" and "Thunderball" before dedicating the final song to the ladies
who had worked so hard in the kitchens: "Nobody Does it Better".
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The evening was a brilliant success, notwithstanding the slight hitch caused
by a blockage to the dishwasher. Sue Maclaren and Lesley Morris valiantly
fought, Canute-like, against a rising tide of suds before the Vicar came to the
rescue with his Holy Plunger of Antioch.

The A-team hard at work!!
Tribute must be paid to Yve Chesters who ran the bar with appropriate
suavity, and to Sibylle Brock who must have been the most glamorous
waitress in the south west that night! Thank you to everyone for coming to
support, and for dressing up in such brilliant costumes - the event raised
over £700!

Date for your diary:
Giddy up for Race
Night (with a light
supper) on Saturday
9th November in the
Parish Centre
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Tavistock Parish Church
Volunteer Fund Raiser for the Church’s Development Plans
Appeals for a volunteer fund-raiser have so far been unsuccessful, and so
we thought that we would rerun the article which first appeared in the July
Parish Magazine.
There have been some developments since July, most notably the fact that
funding for Phase 2 of the Heating Project is now in place, and work on this
will take place in the very near future. This means a reduction of about
£7000 in the total fund-raising requirement, which might make the position
of volunteer fund-raiser more attractive!
As before, Chris Hardwick, Martin Pendle and John Rea will be delighted to
talk to anyone who might be interested in this important post.
The article, slightly revised to take account of developments since July is
set our below.
Tavistock Parish Church has ambitious plans to improve its facilities, and to
ensure that its existing facilities are properly maintained. We are now
seeking a volunteer to lead the fund-raising which will be needed for the
implementation of these plans. The person concerned will join the strong
team already involved in the delivery of the programme, and will:







lead the fund-raising for the programme
help to define the funding targets for the projects which make up
the programme
work with others in organising activities to raise funds
oversee the design and production of promotional materials
organise and coordinate approaches to potential major donors
work with others to raise awareness of the church’s work, goals and
financial needs
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acknowledge donations through thank you letters, updates on the
fund raising campaigns and so on

Previous relevant experience is not essential. We are looking for a friendly,
articulate, computer literate team-worker who enjoys a challenge and who
is committed to the future well-being of Tavistock Parish Church.
Some information on the development programme is given below, and
Chris Hardwick, the Vicar of Tavistock, Martin Pendle, the Development
Programme Manager, and John Rea, Chairman of the Church’s Finance
Committee will be delighted to provide further advice.
A Note on the Church’s Development Plans
The P700 Programme
The P700 Programme, so called because it was launched in 2018, the 700th
anniversary of the dedication of the church, is an ambitious programme for
the development of the fabric of the church. It is intended that the
Programme will be implemented in phases over a number of years.
The Management of the Programme
The Programme is being managed by Martin Pendle who chairs the P700
committee which reports to the Parochial Church Council [PCC]. The PCC
Finance Committee is responsible for the financial control of the
Programme.
There is a strong team involved in taking the developments forward. As well
as the arrangements for the management, implementation and financial
control of the Programme, there are excellent arrangements for the
identification of potential sources of grants and for the submission of
applications for grants; there is already a significant programme of fund
raising events; and the Friends of St Eustachius are supporting the
Programme financially and in other ways
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Achievements so far
In 2018, the vestry roof was repaired, and a new boiler installed at a total
cost of £121,000. These projects were funded by generous donations from
the Friends of St Eustachius and by fund raising which together produced a
total of £81,000, and by a contribution of £40,000 from the Church’s
unrestricted reserves. The resultant depletion of the unrestricted reserves
means that the cost of future projects will have to be covered by grants and
by fund raising.
The Next Stage: Funding Requirements
The PCC has approved two projects for early implementation:



Upgrade of the Sound System
Provision of Kitchen and Toilets

Although the planning approvals for these projects are not yet in place, and
the final costs will depend on tendering on the basis of detailed
specifications, we estimate that delivery of the projects will cost about
£170,000, including VAT. There are already funding pledges from the
Friends and from private donors amounting to about £55,000, and the VAT
on at least one of the projects should be recoverable to a value of about
£25,000, leaving approximately £90,000 to be met through grants and fund
raising.
Chris Hardwick, Martin Pendle and John Rea
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ANNUAL CHURCH BAZAAR
REAPING WHAT WE SOW
to be held on Saturday 16 November in the
Town Hall.
TO BE OPENED BY THE TOWN
MAYOR, Councillor Mrs Ann Johnson.
We are hoping some of the LOCAL
CHILDREN will be displaying their
PICTURES OF SCARECROWS.
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED ALL DAY from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm.
We will be raffling a BAG OF GOLD (£100 Of GOLD COINS WILL BE
THE FIRST PRIZE) plus many more items.
WINE TOMBOLA and the popular VICAR'S WHISKY RAFFLE.
There will be all the usual stalls:
cakes, bric-a-brac, jewellery, shoes and accessories,
toiletries, children's toys and games, craft etc.
and the very popular PRELOVED CLOTHES.
We would be grateful for everyone to seek out any unwanted items we
could include on the stalls.
We would be able to collect items during the afternoon of
Friday 15 November, so please let Barbara know on 616018 if you need
help.
Items can also be left in the tower on Thursday 13 November.
Please support this ANNUAL EVENT which is now in its 49th YEAR

25

Tavistock Area Christians Together News …
West Devon Filling Station at 7 pm on Wednesday 2nd October,
Warson Farm, Coryton, Okehampton EX20 4PQ - visit
www.facebook.com/westdevonfillingstation for details.
Ignatian Prayer Group at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 2nd October, 4
Carmel Gardens, Tavistock PL19 8RG. Biblical meditation using the styles of
prayer recommended by St. Ignatius of Loyola. This week: Luke 17:5-19:
Increase our Faith. Contact Liz Moles (01822 616243) for more details.
Tavipraise at 7.30 pm for 8 pm on Thursday 3rd October, Abbey Chapel
An evening for all the churches in the Tavistock area to come together to
praise our God of grace, with worship led by King's Anthem with Steve
Gibson. A love offering will be taken during the service to bless the worship
team. 7.30 pm for refreshments and fellowship; 8 pm - 9.15 pm praise &
worship, prayer & testimony.
Craft Workshop at 10 am on Saturday 5th October and 'Bread of Life'
Retreat at 10 am on Thursday 10th October, Tinhay, Lifton PL16 0EL more details at www.tinhayretreats.com.
2019 Tear Fund Big Quiz will be on Saturday 16th November at 7 pm at
the King's.
The Tavistock Foodbank 'Needs List' for this month is printed below
(items marked with an asterisk are very low/out of stock):
Tinned tomatoes*
Tinned fruit
Tinned meat (not spicy)
Sponge puddings
Smash
Sweets
Washing powder/liquid/tablets*
Shaving foam
Deodorant
Shampoo
All donations are very much appreciated by those in need and the
Foodbank volunteers are very busy at present. You can leave donations at
both Co-ops and at Tesco.
Alternatively contact Ian Silcox (St Eustachius’ TACT
representative) on 01822 612751 for further details.
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Gulworthy Notes . . .

St Paul’s, Gulworthy
by Roy Wilton
I had a very inspirational day in London’s Methodist Central Hall in
Westminster. What a building. The occasion was to celebrate 20 years of
‘Open the Book’. This was started by a small group of people who wanted
to tell children stories of Jesus. They agreed that it had to be simple something that any adult could do. After some time they joined ranks with
the Bible Society. Now ‘Open the Book’ goes into a high percentage of
schools, not always Church of England schools. It appears that schools
enjoy our visits. These could be on a weekly basis or, as we do in
Gulworthy, fortnightly. There is a theme each term. It seems that the
education system feels it's important for children to be taught about Jesus
as the stories have morals, for example honesty or courage.
People had gathered from all over the country. The first person I met
while queueing up in the ladies’ toilet - it's a long way from Tavistock to
28

London! She asked me where I was from. Of course I said Tavistock. She
smiled and said she would be visiting Tavistock this month, staying in
a cottage, she wasn't quite sure where. We have agreed to meet up and I
will show her around our beautiful town.
On the stage at Central Hall many people spoke with such passion about
how far ‘Open the Book’ has come. And more importantly, where we can
take it in the next 20 years. As I said, we can all get involved. You
don't have to go into the school if you feel a bit shy. I know that Tavistock
has a lot of talented people who could help with making props for
example. So what about stepping out? We all have stories to tell. It doesn't
have to be in the classroom.
How about supporting our first event this month - our Fashion Show,
7pm on 4th October, with clothes from Beau of Yelverton. Tickets £10 on
the door to include refreshments.
Other dates for your diaries:
Remembrance service, 10th November at 10. 50 am.
Christingle service November 25th at 4pm.
Senior Citizens’ Lunch Friday 6th December, 12.15 for 12.30pm.
Wreath making at Gulworthy hall, 11th December. Tickets £15 to
include refreshments and all materials. Contact Lowenna on 01822 616435
Carol Service 15th December at 6pm.
Crib Service 11.15am 22nd December.
Christmas Day service 10.30am.
Look forward to seeing you soon.
With love
Viv
Viv Hutchison
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Gulworthy and Tavistock
Women’s Institute
The speaker at our September meeting was
Retired Chief Constable (Devon & Cornwall)
Brian Phillips who talked about his career in
the Police Force in various parts of Devon
and some of the more unusual cases in which
he had been involved. Brian also told us of his
involvement with members of the Royal
family through the years. It was a very
interesting meeting.
As a reminder, there is a monthly ‘Ladies
Wot Lunch’ group with lunch organised for a different venue each time,
the ‘Who’d have Thought It’ at St Dominic being next venue on the 24th
September. The Louis Tea Room at Kit Hill is where we are going for
lunch on the 22nd October. The Walking Group is out and about twice a
month – the next walk will be at the end of September when we hope to
visit the Royal William Yard and walk along the coastal footpath. Film Show
attendance at The Wharf. Outings to various places of interest. The Craft
group are meeting in October to make some Christmas decorations
(knitted Christmas trees, garlands etc). Should any of our groups interest
you then please contact the secretary (email address below).
For existing members and those who may like to meet us prior to joining,
don’t forget we meet at Rest-a-While, (the TASS coffee shop and rest
room at the back of Tavistock market) informally on the last Wednesday of
the month. We meet between 10am to 12 noon enabling those who want
to have a coffee/tea to do so before or after any shopping needed. We
look forward to welcoming you. Please contact the Secretary on
trish.gandtwi@gmail.com for further information about our meetings.
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Brentor News …
PILGRIMAGE
UPDATE
The two butterflies were
dancing in the sunlight
just above the waves and
I wondered what they
were doing so far from
land. The waves were
lifting me into their windlashed crests so that I
was making little
progress swimming
towards the beach. The
sunbathers on the beach
disappeared from view as
each wave passed and I
redoubled my effort into
each stroke.
With relief I finally
crawled up the shingle,
wet and shivering, and settled into the warmth of the pebbles as I felt so
cold. One of the sunbathers saw that I was blue and summoned the
lifeguards who wrapped me in bin bags and towels before Sally came with
items of clothing. I was soon able to sit up and change into my clothes.
Thank God for lifeguards!
It is time to report on the first Pilgrimage walk carried out six days later
along one of the proposed routes of the Archangel Way linking Brent Tor
to Chagford.
It took place on Bank Holiday Monday, the 26th August, as part of the
Dartmoor Walking Festival and Simon Dell MBE agreed that I could lead
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the walk from the start at the Stags Head Car Park where a small group of
walkers had arrived by minibus from Sourton.
It was a privilege to lead the pilgrims across the main road, through the
kissing gate and up Brent Tor to Saint Michael’s church.
On the 29th July, Rev Christopher Hardwick had commissioned the Brentor
Walking Ministry Team during his service at Christ Church and it was good
that its members, David Harris, Rob Ormsby and Rev Tony Vigars joined
me at St Michael’s church to walk the first stage. I invited everyone inside
and gave them a welcome followed by a prayer for our pilgrim journey.
At about 11am we filed out around the tower to the south door and
descended through the rampart of the Iron Age hill fort to Holyeat Farm
and South Brentor. The footpath took us through fields and the gate into
Darke Lane to Brentor War Memorial. Unfortunately, there was not time
to stop at Christ Church so we followed the village street and Burn Lane
to the cattle grid and out onto the open moor on Blackdown.
Passing the source of the River Burn and the former Lydford Station we
were grateful to Phil Darwall for allowing us to cross the clapper bridge
and walk through Hall Farm and use its drive to rejoin the safer part of the
Brentor to Lydford road – avoiding the rather hazardous curves and
gradients near the former railway bridges.
There were large numbers of cars parked along the roadside at Lydford
Gorge but we were glad to have a pavement to lead us up into Lydford
village where we were all treated to a wonderful lunch in the Nicholls Hall.
Walkers contributed to the Devon Air Ambulance Charity and appreciated
the generous hospitality provided by the people of Lydford.
The pilgrims set off along the village street to the War Memorial and
turned north past the camp site to join the byway leading onto Fernworthy
Down. We were delighted when the hollow lane ended and we crossed
the clapper bridge onto the Down for the landscape opened out as we
climbed and we gained a view of our destination beneath Sourton Tors.
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We paused there for Adrian Brook to read to us and continued our walk
in silence to Fernworthy. We paused again at the ford and eventually
crossed the A386 main road with great care. The path opposite starts next
to the thatched Bearslake Inn and follows the stream which flows under
the massive Lake viaduct. So we climbed up onto the Granite Way and
followed it northwards on top of the viaduct and on to Sourton.
The pilgrims treated themselves to a cream tea at the Village Hall where
we were entertained with live music and I was shown my accommodation
for the night. The walkers who had come to Brentor on the minibus were
able to pick up their cars and went off to their homes or caravans. I took
the opportunity to visit the Church of Saint Thomas a Becket and follow
the labyrinth in its churchyard before crossing the Granite Way and
climbing up to Sourton Tors. The sunset was really beautiful as I
descended beneath the viaduct for a meal at the Bearslake Inn. I walked
back to Sourton along the Granite Way and went to bed.
At 10am on Tuesday only six people had gathered to start the walk and
Adrian Brook led us in a short time of silence in the church. He was not
able to join the walk but Simon Dell led us onto the Granite Way. We left
it to visit the ancient granite cross which had become a boundary marker.
Simon gathered everyone together to tell us its story.
We rejoined the Granite Way as far as Meldon and left to follow the lane
to the Dam where Nick Butland joined the pilgrims – now the magnificent
seven. We crossed the Dam and followed a narrow path towards the
limestone quarry. There followed a very steep climb alongside the
boundary wall of the Meldon Quarry and Simon taught us Himalayan
Walking. He pointed out and named the nearby tors while we continued to
follow the wall to the Okehampton Battle Camp where he explained the
story of the Ten Tors Challenge. Beyond the camp we followed the road
to Fitz’s Well for our picnic lunch.
A path branched off eastwards and led through woods to stepping stones
and a steep climb to Halstock. Simon told us that this was the site of a lost
settlement which included an ancient chapel. Its granite cross was the one
we had seen at Fitz’s well. We descended through the woods to a bridge
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and then had a steep climb up to Nine Maidens stone circle where we
paused before taking the track down into Belstone.
We entered the Chapel Tea Rooms at 4pm and all enjoyed tea and cakes
before making our way back to Sourton. Simon Dell very kindly offered
Nick a lift to Meldon for his car and me a lift back to Brentor. We picked
up my overnight kit from the Village hall at Sourton and my staff and water
bottle which I had left behind at Lydford.
Reader Christopher, Brentor Walking Ministry Team
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Mission Community Events for October 2019
Monday or Tuesday weekly: 7:30 pm Prayer Group at Charlotte Cottage: Contact
Janet on 810166.
Tuesday 1: 7:30 pm “Working in the Prison Service” ~ a talk by local man Bob Stacey.
Tickets from Steve Carreck (810868) in aid of the Village Hall.
Tuesdays 1/8/15/22/29: 11 am~1 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Short Mat Bowls.
Tuesdays 1/8/15/22/29: 7 pm~ 9 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Table Tennis (bar)
Tuesdays 1/8/15/22/29: 7 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Ballroom Dancing.
Wednesday 2: 7 pm St. Peter’s Harvest Thanksgiving Service followed by Harvest
Supper. £5 ticket from Peter Tinson (810314) or Angela Collins (810243).
Wednesday 2/9/16/23/30: 7~8 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Table Tennis (bar)
Wednesday 2/9/16/23/30: 7~9 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short Mat Bowls.
Thursdays 3/10/17/24/31: 9:45 am Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Pilates £6 per session.
Saturday 5: 7:30 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Quiz Night in aid of the
Coronation Hall and Recreation Field.
Sunday 6: 6:30 pm St. Mary’s Harvest Supper in the Coronation Hall. All welcome.
Tickets £6 from Jill Lamerton 810421 or Sylvia Baish 81054. Includes auction of gifts of
produce for our chosen Charities.
Tuesday 8: 7:30 pm Peter Tavy Village Hall, Whist Drive in aid of the Village Hall.
Contact Peter Tinson on 810314
Wednesday 9: 2 pm Mary Tavy & Brentor Community Primary School: Harvest Festival
Service in St. Mary’s Church.
Thursday 10: 12~1:30 pm Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel Soup & Dessert Lunch.
Thursdays 3/10/17/24/31: 1~3 pm Knit & Natter Group, Mary Tavy Chapel Hall.
Contact Wilma 810040.
Thursday 17: 7:30 pm Brentor Garden Club, Brentor Village Hall. A talk by Simon Dell
entitled “Devon’s Coast to Coast Walk”. Visitors welcome at £2 on the door.
Saturday 19: 7:30 pm Stannary Brass Band Concert, Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy.
Saturday 19: 7:30 pm A Villages in Action Concert with Lily Neill “Story of the Harp”.
Peter Tavy Village Hall. Tickets: £9 adult; £5 child; £25 family. Call Dawn 810552.
Saturday 19 at 7.30 pm Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir – Tavistock Parish Church.
Monday 21: 10:30 am~12noon: Monthly Jigsaw Swap, chat and refreshment. An
amazing quantity of Jigsaws! Contact Pauline 610079.
Tuesday 22: 10 am ~12 noon. Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. Monthly visit of the Devon
Sensory Team (for people with hearing and/or sight loss). All welcome.
Tuesday 22: 7~9 pm Julia Terry’s “Needle Felting Class” £10 per head, Peter Tavy,
including tuition and materials. Booking essential. Contact Jayne (810277).
Friday 25 ~ Sunday 27 October: 10 am~4 pm “Wandering Thread Exhibition” by
Peter Tavy Guild of Weavers, Spinners and Dyers in the Village Hall and the Chapel. Entry
free. Refreshments, raffle & sales table.
Saturday 26 October: Deanery Ringing Festival Day.

35

BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE,
PLUMBING AND HEATING

8570
C8353
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T: 01822 841410
M: 07801 987258

PROFESSIONAL
TREE CARE
BY

Award Winning
Evening Valuations & Viewings
No Restrictive Contracts
Local, National & London
Advertising
Accompanied Viewings

Paul Greenhill
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)
Okehampton
01837 54080

Mobile: 07971 195549
Tel: 01822 616792

Tavistock
01822 617243

millertc.co.uk

THE LAWNS
Residential Care Home for
those with learning
disabilities.
52 Plymouth Road
Tavistock, PL19 8BU.

GENERAL
BOOK SHOP &
MUSIC SELLER
A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE & THE MUSIC
IN WHICH TO BROWSE.
ROOM
GROUND AND FIRST
FLOOR: BOOKS,
WE HAVE A
AUDIOBOOKS,
COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF TITLES,
AND CARDS.
TOGETHER WITH A
SECOND FLOOR:
FIRST RATE ORDER
CDs AND DVDs.
SERVICE.

ONE OF
’S
TOP 50 BRITISH
BOOK SHOPS

We are pleased
to sponsor
St Eustachius’ Church

TAVISTOCK 610233

3 MARKET STREET,
TAVISTOCK

TEL 01822 617244
www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com
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Tuell Farm
Beautiful Stone
Holiday Cottages
Nestled in the Tamar Valley
Available for short term lets
10 minutes from Tavistock

01822 870207
cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk
www.tuellfarm.co.uk
Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off

If it’s on, under or beside the desk,
we supply it, including the desk!

PCC
PCC Office Supplies Ltd
For all your Business and Domestic
requirements including:
Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS,
Office Machines, Cleaning &
Catering
We guarantee to beat the
competition and save you money
with our same day/next day service
Call 01822 619639
sales@pccofficesupplies.com
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“We Come to You”
01822 855822 or help@chezvouspc.com

Got a computer problem – at home or the office?
We are the local visiting Computer Service you are looking for – in our 15th
year. Both Mac & PC fluent – if you’ve got an issue, we can help with it.
Good rates too. We sell new as well as repair, we also sell
Anti-virus and help with networking. Find us on Facebook as well as all the
usual other methods.
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If you would like
to advertise in
this space, please
contact Mandy in
the parish
officeon
01822 616673
E.PASCOE & SON
Monumental Masons
Five Acres
Gulworthy
Tavistock
PL19 8HZ
Email:
epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
Tel: 01822 832320
www.epascoeandson.com
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