The Revd Judith Blowey writes
Christ came down to earth from heaven, born for us on
Christmas Day.
On a side table in our sitting room is a small host of Angels. The Angels
were presents given to me when I was ordained, first as a Deacon and then
as a priest. These angels are beautiful, all different but each one a reminder
of God’s messengers. Angels, heavenly beings created by God. Cherubim
and Seraphim. The word “an.gel.os” (angel) comes from a basic word that
means “message- bearer”. An angel is a messenger from God.
In the Bible only two angels are specifically named: the archangel Michael
who is mentioned in Jude 9, Revelation and Daniel, and the angel Gabriel
whom we find mentioned in the book of Daniel and who comes from God
to speak to Daniel. The angel Gabriel is God’s messenger in the incarnation
story; it is Gabriel who tells Zechariah “I am Gabriel. I stand in the
presence of God and I have been sent to speak to you and bring you good
news (Luke 1:19). Gabriel prepares Zechariah for the birth of his son, John,
to his wife Elizabeth, Mary’s cousin.
It is Gabriel who was sent by God to Mary to tell her of God’s favour upon
her. Mary received God’s message and reassurance, and accepted God’s
message, ‘Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word’ (Luke 1.38). In Matthew 1 Joseph, described as a righteous man
and unwilling to expose Mary to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her
quietly. An angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, giving him
God’s message: this baby will save God’s people from their sins. Joseph did
as the Lord commanded and took Mary as his wife.
And so God’s plan for the world was put into place, aided by his angels.
Mary’s baby, the Christ child, was born in Bethlehem and was called Jesus,
the name given by God, told by the angel. It was an Angel (thought to be
Gabriel) who visited the shepherds in a blaze of God’s glory, the light of
God’s presence and power, accompanied by the Heavenly Host praising
God and saying ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven’ (Luke 2. 14). To the
least of earth’s inhabitants, the shepherds, the poorest of God’s people, to
them first came the sound of the Christmas angel, a song of Good News.
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
Because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor,
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To bind up the broken hearted
To proclaim freedom for captives and release darkness for the prisoners
To comfort all who mourn
And provide for those who grieve in Zion
(from Isaiah 61:1-3. Luke 4. 16-21)
The sound of the Christmas Angel was a chorus of Good News, and what
good advice for us all.
What is the meaning of the Good News of the Christmas Angel? Is there a
difference this Good News will make in our lives?
The good news spoken by the Christmas angel means that God has heard
the cries of the world. God has heard, and He has given, and because of
that we can find meaning and hope, and our lives can be filled with peace
and assurance. No matter what crisis we face, Jesus Christ born long ago,
God who became man and lived and died among us, knows us and how to
meet our needs.
Mary said yes to the Angel, Mary said yes to God.
May we all say yes to God and make space to stop, to pray and listen and
hear the Angels sing this Christmas tide. The sound of the Christmas Angel
was not just Good News; it was the very best of News this world has ever
heard. Out of love God came down to earth from heaven, born for us on
Christmas Day.
May God bless you this Christmastide.
Mount Kelly Choral Society
Saturday 21st December 2019 at 7.30pm
St Eustachius’ Church, Plymouth Road, Tavistock
Christmas Oratorio by Saint-Saens
Christmas music by Rutter, Chilcott, Cornelius, Lauridsen
A wonderfully evocative retelling of the Christmas story by 19th century master,
Saint-Saens, along with a selection popular Christmas favourites.
Conductor – Julian Jensen, Harp – Emma Graham, Organ – Mary Mazur-Park,
Soprano – Bianca Phillips, Tenor - Francis Shepherd, Baritone – Andrew Farris
Tickets £10 (free to under 18s) from Bookstop in Tavistock,
www.ticketsource.co.uk/mountkelly or on the door
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December 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Sun 1

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.45 am
Family Communion with Baptism: a
service with a group for children
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
11.30 am
Christmas Tree Festival open until 4.30 pm
3 pm
Rededication Service – St Michael’s, Brent Tor
6 pm
Advent Carol Service

Mon 2

9.30 am

Christmas Tree Festival open until 4.30 pm

Tue 3

9.30 am
7.30 pm

Christmas Tree Festival open until 4.30 pm
Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road

Wed 4

10.30 am
11.30 am
3.30 pm

Holy Communion
Christmas Tree Festival open until 4.30 pm
Mini Messy Church

Thurs 5

9.30 am

Christmas Tree Festival open until 4.30 pm

Fri 6

8.30 am
9.30 am

Holy Communion
Christmas Tree Festival open until 9.30 pm

Sat 7

9.30 am

Christmas Tree Festival open until 4.30 pm

Sun 8

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion with Baptism: a
service with a group for children
9.45 am
Advent Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
11.30 am
Christmas Tree Festival open until 3.30 pm
4 pm
Christingle Service
6 pm
Said Evening Prayer

Mon 9

2 pm

Gulworthy School Carol Service – St Paul’s, Gulworthy

Wed 11

10.30 am

Holy Communion
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December 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Thurs 12

4 pm
7 pm

Mount Kelly Prep Carol Service
St Luke’s Light-up-a-Life Service

Fri 13

8.30 am
11 am

Holy Communion
Mount Kelly College Carol Service

Sat 14

7.30 pm

Stannary Brass Band Christmas concert

Sun 15

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.30 am
Nosh @ 9.30 – parish centre
9.45 am
Family Communion
9.45 am
Christmas Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
5 pm
Carols by Candlelight – Christ Church, Brentor
6 pm
Carol Service - Gulworthy
6 pm
Holy Communion for Healing and Wholeness

Tue 17

2 pm
2 pm
5.30 pm
6.15 pm
7.30 pm

Gulworthy School Nativity Play – St Paul’s, Gulworthy
St Rumon’s School Nativity Play
Gulworthy School Nativity Play – St Paul’s, Gulworthy
St Rumon’s School Nativity Play
Brentor PCC

Wed 18

10.30 am
2 pm
5.30 pm
7 pm

Holy Communion
Tavistock College Carol Service
Gulworthy School Nativity Play – St Paul’s, Gulworthy
Tavistock College Carol Service

Thurs 19

9.45 am
2 pm

Tavistock Primary School end-of-term Christmas Service
‘Living with Bereavement’ Christmas Lunch – parish centre

Fri 20

8.30 am
2 pm
6.30 pm

Holy Communion
St Peter’s and St Rumon’s Carol Service
Carols around the Village - Brentor

Sat 21

9.30 am
7.30 pm

Decorating the church
Mount Kelly Choral Society concert

4

December 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Sun 22

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion
9.45 am
Nativity Service – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Crib Service – Gulworthy
6 pm
Candlelit Festival of Lessons and Carols

Tue 24

CHRISTMAS EVE
4 pm
Crib Service (especially for children)
6 pm
Crib Service (especially for children)
11 pm
Midnight Mass – Christ Church, Brentor
11.30 pm Midnight Mass

Wed 25

CHRISTMAS DAY
8 am
Holy Communion
9.30 am
Christmas Morning Service
10.30 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
3 pm
Carol Service – St Michael’s, Brent Tor

Fri 27

8.30 am

Sun 29

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion
9.45 am
New Year’s Service – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy

Holy Communion

5

Prayer for the month
Lord and brother,
you came into a world of error and shame,
of conflict and waste,
of pain and loss.
Into a world that's just the same
you're born again today.
This is my world.
Come and live in me, that I may live with you,
Jesus, Child of Bethlehem.
(adapted from The Little Book of Advent by Canon Arthur Howells)
Even though there was no room in the inn, God came anyway – and
this is always so.
In the midst of the complexity, noise and ragged, unfinished
busyness of the inn of our own lives, may we make our way out into
the dark and find the simplicity of the stable.
There, may we humbly bow the knee of our heart before the birthing
of God, moment by moment, breath by breath, into our lives and into
the life of the world.
(adapted from An Advent Meditation with James Finley)
Come, Holy One, come and be born in me, live in me, grow in me
until my life is transformed by your life and I seek only to know your
love and to make your love known.
(adapted from Advent with Evelyn Underhill
edited by Christopher L Webber)
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From the Vicarage
At Christmas, our attention is focused on the birth of Jesus in a Bethlehem
cave. It was completely unexpected. The star, which the wise men followed,
did not stop at a royal palace, but at a stable used for sheltering animals.
Perhaps we are amazed and surprised that God should come to us as a
helpless and dependent child, of poor parents far from home, who were
soon to become refugees in Egypt? Perhaps we are disappointed because in
our search for God we tend to look for the spectacular rather than the
ordinary? We should not be. The Christmas story tells us that God is to be
found right before our eyes in every day places - in the people and situations
that perhaps we take for granted. By choosing to be born in such a humble
and desolate place, away from the public eye, and away from the world’s
palaces and riches, God turns our worldly understanding of the spectacular,
of celebrity and success, upside down. God gives us a clear message about
the need to see Grace and goodness among the very poorest people, and in
most desolate and ordinary places. This is good news. The first to share with
Mary and Joseph the joy of the birth of God’s Son were country people,
shepherds guarding their flocks by night on nearby hills. Their presence at
the birth was the assurance that God was accessible to ordinary people
carrying out their everyday work.
Our celebration of Christmas is more than a remembrance of the happenings
in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago. It is a reminder that God loves us so
much that he sent his only Son to be with us, to show us the ways of God,
and to journey with us in our lives. That night, a new-born child became our
living link with God.
Christmas focuses not only on what Jesus did by making his home with us,
but on what we must do also, for it reveals that we are part of God’s family.
This means that we should reverence each human life, and that raises tough
questions about our treatment of other people. As Christmas approaches,
we are invited, once again, to celebrate God who makes himself known to
us. The simplicity of it challenges us to rid ourselves of falseness and
pretense, and to recognize, in the new-born child, a Saviour who will show
us a new life with glorious possibilities. We need to be a part of the story
ourselves, and we need to rediscover the joy and wonder of the Christmas
message. God comes to us to show us how to live and how to love. Our
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life, all human life, is part of this story; it is the story of God’s care and
concern, and of involvement with the world in which we live. As God’s Son,
Jesus comes into all the complexities of human living and shows us that,
through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, we can all share in this new
life. Life can be different, and life can be changed. St John, speaking about the
birth of Jesus at the beginning of his Gospel, says this: “The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” As we celebrate the love
of God seen in the Christ-child this Christmas season, may we all come to
know the good news of the Christmas story and be transformed by it.
May the joy, peace and love of this season be yours.
Chris Hardwick

Christmas Toy Appeal 2019
As in previous years, we will be supporting Tavistock Area
Children’s Centre this Christmas by giving them toy vouchers to
pass on to families who will be struggling and in need this
Christmas.
Donations towards the cost of the vouchers are much
appreciated. If you would like to support this appeal please
would you drop off your donation in to the Parish Centre.
Donations by cheque (to ‘Tavistock PCC’) or cash, placed in an
envelope clearly marked TOY APPEAL by the 13th December,
would be much appreciated.
Thank you.
Chris Hardwick
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If you would
like to
advertise in
this space,
please contact
Mandy in the
Parish Office.
Details on back
cover.

Morris Bros.
Funeral Directors
Established in 1870
Your local independent Funeral Director
is owned & run by the fifth generation of
the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.
We provide a qualified, professional &
sensitive service to the people of
Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon &
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford
Foundry providing you with a very
personal service regardless of the time of
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service on

01822 612023
The Old Bedford Foundry
Lakeside, Tavistock
PL19 0AZ
Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans

The Bedford Hotel
The Bedford — Tavistock’s
favourite retreat
A warm welcome awaits.
Join us for:
Morning Coffee
Bar Lunch
Sunday Lunch
Dinner
Tel 01822 613221
www.bedford-hotel.co.uk
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The names of God 9 –
Yahweh Tsidkenu 'our righteousness'
When one looks at the present state of the 'Middle East', the tensions, the
violence and the hopelessness that many feel, it is difficult to imagine the
God given promise of a coming time of peace, yet we know that our Lord
Jesus is 'The Prince of Peace' (Isaiah 9v6).
The priestly and celibate prophet Jeremiah spent some forty years
prophesying after his call as a young man around BC 627. Often called 'the
weeping prophet' (Jer 13v17), but persevering, long suffering and visionary,
his unpopular mission was to show the imminent collapse of his native
Judah following that of the Northern kingdom of Israel's captivity years
earlier. God was fulfilling what had been previously recorded (2Kings
23v26-27), 'And Yahweh said "I will remove Judah also from My sight, as I
have removed Israel. And I will cast off Jerusalem, this city I have chosen
and the temple of which I said, My name shall be there".
Yet Jeremiah could confidently say, "In His days" (referring to that coming
time when God shall dwell with man) "Judah will be saved, and Israel will
dwell securely; and this is His name by which He will be called, Yahweh
Tsidkenu 'The LORD our Righteousness'" (Jer 23v6). How important it is
for us as believers to remember that because God is righteous and faithful,
He will fulfil His promises to us even though there may seem to be a great
delay, as we live in a time of waiting and expectation.
As you follow the media do you observe any moral decline within our
nation? Should we be asking ‘What may be the outcome of our apathy and
disobedience in neglecting the Righteous commandments of God?’ Yet as
always we see the compassion and long suffering of God towards His
people for He offered to Judah, and He offers the same to us as well, the
chance of repentance, 'Thus says Yahweh, "Do justice and righteousness
and deliver the one who has been robbed from the power of the
oppressor? Do not mistreat or do violence to a stranger, the orphan or
the widow, and do not shed innocent blood"' (Jer 22v3-4). A call that
perhaps we, as a nation, should take more to heart. The practical question
then is, how should we Christians seek to enact the 'Righteousness of God'
as we live in this twenty-first century generation?
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The Hebrew root of the name Tsidkenu is tsedek, meaning 'stiff' or
'straight' and demonstrates how God interacts with us, His created
children. 'Stiff' implies that discipline is required to live out the Christian life
to the full, and remember we are promised by Jesus (Jn 10v10) that He
came so we should have life and have it in abundance, to the full; and
'straight' shows the ways and paths that God intends for us. The psalmist
says (Ps5v8) "make your ways straight before me", so why do we often
struggle to find that straight path? Have we asked Him to make it clear to
us?
In Proverbs we are promised (Prov 3v6) that if we acknowledge God then
"He will make straight our paths".
When I look back upon my life I see that the crooked paths have been
when I was not as close to the Lord, and to His word, as I should have
been. It is clear from scripture that it is our responsibility 'to work out our
own salvation with fear and trembling' (Phil 2v12); in other words, we have
to take a proactive part to keep our paths straight. That responsibility to
keep our ways 'straight' as Christians was also a responsibility shared by
the Old Testament saints as we read in Proverbs (11v5) "The
righteousness of the blameless keeps his ways straight". One of the
wonderful things about our God is that He can straighten that which is
crooked (Ecc7v13), so we should never loose heart over events that may
trouble us from our past. They may need to be talked through,
acknowledged and delivered into God’s hands.
The writer of Hebrews gives us some helpful advice when he says (12v1214) "Therefore lift your drooping hands and strengthen your weak knees,
and make straight paths for your feet". How often we need to return and
resort to prayer.
In the New Testament Jesus also attests to this name for God when
concluding his high priestly prayer (Jn17v25) at the last supper, where he
addresses God-Yahweh as "Righteous Father". Then later Peter, Stephen
and Paul all address Jesus as 'the Righteous One' (Acts 3v14, 7v52, 22v14),
and John calls Jesus, who is our advocate with the Father, 'Jesus Christ the
Righteous' (1Jn2v1). Even Pilate's wife recognised Jesus as 'that righteous
man' (Mtt27v19).
Ultimately we know as Christians that our righteousness comes from the
Lord Jesus Christ, for God has "clothed us with the garments of salvation;
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and covered us with a robe of righteousness" (Isaiah 61v10). When we put
our trust in Jesus He then calls us to live out our lives displaying those
righteous garments and so reflect His glory.
So we come to an end of this superficial study of the names of God. As I
said originally, more details can be found in the book, ‘the names of God’,
by Ken Hemphill.
Blessings and a very happy Christmas, Rev Mike, Assistant Priest
A Prayer:

Almighty God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life:
raise us, who trust in him,
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness,
that we may seek those things which are above,
where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen
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Tidings from Tavistock . . .
We had a special Messy Church for Remembrance
on Wednesday 6 November thinking about God’s
message of love and peace. There was a Messy
congregation of more than 60 people, aged from 3
months to some who were, well, quite a bit older!
We were very honoured to have Ann Perry, Ian
Silcox and Pat Alexander with us who shared some of their wartime
memories of a very difficult time, reminding us how important it is for
everyone to work for peace. They told us how everyday life was
completely changed by war; here are a few of their memories:
Home
Ann: We didn’t go to bed in our bedrooms…instead we dressed in our
sirens suits, an all in one type of thing. Mine was green corduroy.
Pat: Heavy curtains at windows and doors. Never putting a light on in a
room after dark without pulling curtains across first.
Rationing
Pat: Every aspect of food strictly rationed. Vegetables grown on every
available bit of land. A Mars bar would be cut into 7 pieces to last the
week.
Ann: Most foods were rationed. As a child of that time sweet rationing was
what concerned us most....
Bombing
Ian: as an 8 year old I was frightened when an aircraft was overhead. An
incendiary bomb came through the window of the bedroom where my
younger brother and I were asleep. It caught the bed alight, waking us up.
We rushed downstairs and quickly left the house with our mother. Our
father was on fire watching duties elsewhere and seeing the blaze, rushed
home and thankfully with neighbours managed to extinguish the fire.
Pat: We would hear the throb of enemy bombers and wonder if they were
passing over on their way to Bath, Bristol or even Coventry. Next morning
we would collect the silver foil streamers they had dropped to confuse the
defence system.
Ann: We were very scared when we heard the drone of the German
bombers overhead…then the whine of the falling bomb… the loud bang on
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landing and the awful smell of fire and destruction. The exciting bit for us
was going out in the morning to hunt for pieces of shrapnel for souvenirs!
School
Pat: As school children we were expected to do our bit of war work –
helping the farmers where we could – potato picking, stoking hay or just
leading the horses. VE Day was the day I was sent away to boarding school.
Ann: We had to leave Plymouth during the blitz and schooling was almost
impossible. I went to three different first schools and three different
grammar schools, which meant we never made lasting friendships. But we
survived!
During the session children made poppy crafts, including delicious biscuits
and Chris led a very moving worship time of prayer and praise, which
started with a rousing sing-a-long of some wartime songs.
We enjoyed a tasty wartime meal of bangers and mash and took part in an
unusual sausage quiz, devised by Sue Eve. See if you can answer some of
these questions…..
1.

Where does the good old sausage originate from? Is it: a) Iraq b)
Germany c) Britain
2. How many sausage recipes/flavours are there in Britain? Is it a) 800 b)
200 c) 500
3. How many tonnes of sausages were eaten in August 2016? Is it a)
175,713 b) 50,620 c) 239,426
4. When were sausages introduced to Britain? Was it: a) 1532 b)
400AD c) 920AD
5. How much is spent on sausages per year? Is it a) 25 million pounds b)
389 million pounds c) 717 million pounds
6. What size is the largest sausage ring? a) 2.6m b) 4.1m c) 3.3m
7. What year was this world record made? a) 1575 b) 1738 c) 1894
8. When did rationing start? Was it a) Feb 1940 b) Jan 1940 c) March
1940
9. During rationing how many eggs were you allowed per fortnight?
Was it: a) 1 b) 3 c)5
10. Who banned the sale of sausages in 320AD?
Was it a) the Catholic Church b) the Queen
Sarah Pendle
(Please ask Sue for the answers!)
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Tales from the Tower …
Autumn is, as I think I have said before (having reached the age when
everything I say is so interesting that I usually say it at least three times) a
busy time for bellringers in the Tavistock area. We have outings,
competitions, anniversaries and dinners, not to mention the very special
ringing we do for Remembrance Day, when the bells are half-muffled so
that one note sounds out clear and loud, followed by the sombre, softened
note of the muffled side of the clapper. (In case you have never seen bell
muffles, and why would you have, they are leather cups, a bit like horses’
kneecaps – if you’ve seen those, either – which strap round the end of the
clapper and soften the sound. And they are almost never used on both
sides, since there would then be no contrast and the effect would be lost.)
I imagine that the bells have been rung in this way for as long as
Remembrance Day has been observed but for many years now Tavistock
ringers have added a quarter peal – continuous ringing taking nearly an
hour – which has begun as the service in the square comes to an end,
finishing soon after midday. Sadly, for various reasons, not enough ringers
were available for the quarter peal itself this year, but the bells were still
rung at that time, for about a quarter of an hour, sounding in the ears of
those who had stood while the poppy wreaths were being laid at the town
war memorial, as they departed.
It was a busy weekend of ringing for those of us who belong to the Devon
Guild of Bellringers, as it was not only the weekend of the South West
Branch’s annual service and dinner but it was also the centenary
celebration. For some reason which nobody really knows, the south west
branch was formed at the church of St Peter in Peter Tavy, which is a little
odd since Peter Tavy has never been a Guild tower, nor been a methodringing team and we can only think that it may have been something to do
with the Reverend Pratt who was a curate in Tavistock and then vicar at
Peter Tavy and was a ‘method’ ringer. (I’m sure I’ve explained this at some
time but never fear, I probably will again!) Even so, he doesn’t seem to have
got a method ringing team going at Peter Tavy, possibly because of the
extreme dislike then held by many call change ringers for ‘that there
scientific ringing’. Still, the fact remains that the branch was formed there,
and there we go to celebrate it.
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To mark such an auspicious occasion, the unsuspecting villagers were
treated on the Friday evening to a full peal of Cambridge Surprise Minor,
lasting nearly three hours (or, as some of them undoubtedly remarked,
‘going on for ever’). This peal was rung by past Masters of the Branch,
including local farmer and captain of Tavistock ringers, George Mudge. Not
satisfied with this, a quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles was rung on the
Saturday afternoon, and in this I had the honour of ringing myself. This was
followed by ‘open’ ringing, for anyone else to take part, then a service
conducted by the Bishop of Plymouth, who knows some very good jokes,
and then dinner at the Moorland Gardens Hotel, complete with helium
balloons with 100 on them and tiny 100s scattered on the tables
(compostable, I hope!). A fitting centenary celebration indeed.
And what of our other events? Our outing was highly satisfactory, ending
again with a meal at the Peter Tavy Inn; and Deanery Day, when we tour
round the villages of the Deanery, ringing their bells as and when we like,
was perhaps wetter than usual but in no way spoiled by the weather. This
year’s host tower was Brentor, for the first time anyone can remember,
and although not many climbed the hill to ring at St Michael’s church, there
were plenty there for the service in the village church and it was nice to
have the Lamerton Handbell Ringers to entertain us then with their own
expert call changes. (I hope this becomes a regular feature – are you
listening, Lamerton?) Afterwards, we all repaired to the village hall for the
usual sumptuous ringers’ tea and some ringers went on to ring at other
towers in the evening.
Next year, the host tower will be – wait for it – none other than Peter
Tavy, who seem to have featured rather large in this month’s Tales.
Clearly, a more hospitable village is hard to find, even in this warm and
welcoming area, and we are all looking forward to it already. Long may this
happy tradition prosper!
As November draws on, we are also looking forward to many more
seasonal events, starting with helping to decorate the Christmas tree (you
can see which is our bit because it’s mostly bells) and going on, of course,
to ringing for the many special services – the Advent carol service with its
candles, the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services and, if enough of us
can stay up late enough, the New Year’s Eve welcome to 2020.
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It has to be said, though, that this winter we may be a little thin on the
ground. Several of our ringers are going to New Zealand (not all together,
and, thankfully, not for ever!) and some of us (myself in particular) are
getting a bit creaky. We really do need some new blood, and younger
blood would be better still, though no blood would be turned away. In a
few years’ time, the team we have now, which has progressed so well and
can produce some fine ringing, may not even be able to climb the stairs to
the ringing chamber. The situation could become desperate almost
overnight, although Phil does run a learners’ practice on Thursday, which
may yet save the day.
Nobody expects grannies and grandpas to start learning to ring (although a
lot of them are quite young enough!) but grannies and grandpas do
generally have grandchildren and they could be the ringers of the future.
It’s a wonderful, absorbing and sociable skill, and there are even apps on
mobile phones to help! (That should encourage them.)
If you want the bells to continue to ring and the ringers to celebrate the
next major anniversary, talk to one of us about coming up to see what we
do, and bring your grandchildren with you. Ten years old and upwards is
the ideal time to learn.
See you in December!
Donna Baker

St Rumon’s and St Peter’s

Christmas Fair
Friday 13 December, 4 – 6 pm
at St Rumon’s
stalls, games and refreshments
all welcome to come and enjoy the fun
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Steven Martin was installed as the Rector of the
Holyford Mission Community on 20 November.

The service took place in St Andrew’s Church, Colyton, and two
coachloads of his fans from Tavistock, Gulworthy, Brentor, Mary Tavy and
Peter Tavy certainly swelled the congregation.
We left, after enjoying generous hospitality, feeling confident that he,
Caroline and the boys would be very happy in their new life in east Devon.
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Gulworthy Notes . . .
We are usually a small regular congregation at St Paul’s but in November
we had the joy of a church packed with regulars, families, children, friends
and visitors from the USA as we welcomed baby William Steer into our
Church family through baptism. Such a joyous occasion. We hope it will be
the continuance of a lifelong relationship with God for him and his family.
Welcome William.
In last month’s notes I mentioned we were looking for ways to fund our
church of St Paul’s into the future and ideas were welcomed. Our “brain
storming” evening at the Copper Penny was both fun and productive with
some new, younger faces who came up with some great ideas. Watch this
space as we try some of them out! It was good to be looking forward to
2020 with some ideas that might raise the profile of our lovely church and
perhaps attract a different group that we have not yet made contact with.
On another note, we have been blessed in the past couple of months with
some generous gifts of money in the form of a kind legacy and a small grant
from the Diocese. We are immensely thankful for such gifts which not only
help us with some unexpected electrical repairs, but also put us in a better
financial situation at a time of the year when we do not have any
fundraising. Such gifts are truly transforming.
It is coming up to Christmas of course – I’m sure I am not alone in already
having had enough of endless adverts for gifts we cannot afford, too much
food, snow and tinsel and it’s only November as I write. But - at the risk of
being a “bah, humbug” Scrooge like character - I’m sure we are all aware
that the Christmas spending pressure puts a lot of strain and expectation
on people who may be feeling the pinch already. I know we are lucky in
our family and I daily count my blessings, but for us, the most joyous gift is
spending time with our adult children and extended family and the silliness
of Christmas stockings – yes, we still do it.
The gift of love at Christmas in the form of Jesus is beyond price and the
sharing of that divine love with others is a present we can all give. Perhaps
we can all check if our neighbours are alone at Christmas, maybe knock on
their door with a mince pie or offer to shop for someone who is
housebound when we do our own shopping. Here in Gulworthy parish we
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have a senior citizens Christmas lunch where we hope that sharing a meal
can be a time of hospitality and friendship - of companionship.
God Bless us all this Christmas with love and fellowship.
With love from all of us at St Pauls.
Wednesday 11th December 6.30pm – Christmas Wreath Making at
Gulworthy Parish Hall.
£15 – includes all materials a glass of wine
and mince pie.

Sunday 15th December 6pm – Carol Service. Followed by Mulled wine and
mince pies
Thursday 19th December – Tavistock Young Farmers Carol Service 7pm
at St Pauls
Sunday 22nd December 11.15am – Crib Service. Come dressed as your
favourite biblical character
No Midnight Service at Gulworthy
Christmas Day Wednesday 25th December 10.30am
Saturday 29th February – Best of British Meal Details to follow in January
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Gulworthy & Tavistock W I
In October, we celebrated our birthday by going to
the Yelverton Golf Club for lunch. We had a
wonderful meal and decided we would go there for
our Christmas lunch as well. It was good to have so
many members able to join us in October. Our
November meeting guest was Lucie Williamson from
Tor & Tavy WI who ‘attempted’ to show us how to
create a Christmas ornament from clay. It was great
fun and our thanks to Lucie for such a happy evening.
Our success, though, on making the ornament ranged from moderate to
very good!!
Our ‘Ladies Wot Lunch’ will be heading for The Engine House next
Tuesday. We have a different venue each month and enjoy the social
interaction whilst having a good lunch. The last walk the Walking Group
undertook was by bus to The Royal William Yard, having a good look
around the development, and then along the Coastal footpath towards
West Hoe. The weather was glorious, no rain, no wind, and a sunny day.
We had intended to have something to eat in one of the restaurants in the
yard but we were at the jetty just in time to see a ferry come in to let
people off so we changed our mind and had a lovely boat ride to
Mayflower steps where we then had a fish and chip lunch, a look in the
shops along Southside Street, and back to the Tavistock bus which was
conveniently waiting for us on Royal Parade. It was a lovely day, much
enjoyed by all. We have decided to wait now for a, hopefully, sunny day,
but more importantly not pouring with rain, before we set off again. We
usually walk twice a month on a Monday. For existing members and those
who may want to meet us prior to joining, don’t forget we meet at Rest-aWhile, (the TASS coffee shop and rest room at the back of Tavistock
market) informally on the last Wednesday of the month. We meet
between 10am to 12 noon, enabling those who want to have a coffee/tea
to do so before or after any shopping they may need to do. We look
forward to welcoming you; please contact our Secretary on
trish.gandtwi@gmail.com for information about our meetings.
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Brentor News
Commemoration Service
In 1319 the then Bishop of Exeter, Walter Stapledon, rode to Brentor
from Exeter to rededicate the newly enlarged church of St Michael de la
Rupe. We are commemorating the 700th anniversary of this event with a
special service on the tor at 3pm on 1st December and we welcome the
whole community of Brentor – including the High Sheriff of Devon,
members of the parish council, local landowners and everyone prepared to
climb up the tor! The centrepiece of the service will be the story of the
founding of the church, told in song and narration, with original music
written specially for the occasion by Reader Wendy Roderick and
performed by our church choir. If you are not able to attend on that day,
the piece will also be performed as part of our usual Sunday service in
Christ Church on 8th December, at 9.45.
Decorating the Christmas Tree
On Friday 13th December, at 4.30pm, we will be decorating the Christmas
tree in Christ Church and would like to invite all local children to come
along and help – refreshments provided!
Festival of Christmas – local organisations needed!
On the 15th December, the windows in Christ Church will be decorated
along the theme of Christmas Carols. We already have several local
organisations who have volunteered to decorate a window and have
chosen their carol, but anyone else who would like to join in will be very
welcome. There will be music and refreshments during the day – 12 noon
to 5pm – and everyone is welcome to come and see what local talent in
Brentor can do! Please contact Kate Kelly if you would like to take part.
Nativity service
This service, at 9.45 for 10am at Christ Church on 22nd December, is a
really good way to get into the Christmas spirit - the story of the nativity
is told through carols and readings and everyone is invited to take part. So
if you want to be a shepherd or a king or an angel, or indeed a sheep or a
camel (we already have a Mary and a Jesus lined up) either come dressed
for the part, or props/costumes will be provided on the day – or you can
just sit and enjoy the story again. Refreshments afterwards for all.
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Carol services at St Michael’s
Our Christmas Day carol service, at 3pm, is more and more popular each
year, so make sure you come early if you want to sit down! If you prefer it
less crowded, there is an Epiphany Carol Service this year, on 5th January
again at 3pm – all welcome.
Church services
Sunday 1 December
Sunday 8 December
Sunday 15 December

Advent Holy Communion - Christ Church 9.45
Commemoration Service – St Michael’s 3pm
Advent Prayer and Praise - Christ Church 9.45
Advent Holy Communion - Christ Church 9.45
Festival of Christmas – Christ Church, 12 noon – 5pm
Carols by Candlelight – Christ Church 5pm

Friday 20 December
Carolling round the village – 6pm, meet in Christ Church

Sunday 22 December
Tuesday 24 December
Christmas Day
Sunday 29 December
Sunday 5 January

Nativity Service - Christ Church 9.45
Midnight Mass – Christ Church 11pm
Carol Service – St Michael’s 3pm
New Year Family Service - Christ Church 9.45

Epiphany Carol Service – St Michael’s 3pm
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Light up a Life
Lighting up this festive season with music and memories
Celebrate a loved one this December at one of the St Luke’s Hospice
Plymouth Light up a Life services. Annually these services are
enjoyed by many who find themselves uplifted by being alongside
others who are also celebrating the lives of their lost loved ones and
reflecting on the memories they treasure.
This year’s services, kindly sponsored by Western Power
Distribution, are taking place at Saltash Wesley Methodist Church
on Wednesday 11 December, at 7pm, Tavistock St Eustachius’
Church on Thursday 12 December, at 7pm, and the Minster of St
Andrew’s, Plymouth, on Tuesday 17 December, at 2pm, 5.30pm
and 7.30pm. If you wish to attend you do not need to register or have
tickets, everyone is welcome regardless of whether or not your loved
one was looked after by St Luke’s.
There is the opportunity to give a donation and personalise a candle
shaped decoration on the day in memory of your loved one, which
will be displayed on our Christmas tree of remembrance at the
Hospice in Turnchapel. You can also donate online at the St Luke’s
website www.stlukes-hospice.org.uk/light.
As is annual tradition, hospice volunteers and keen runners will carry
a lit torch all the way from St Luke’s specialist unit at Turnchapel to
St Andrew’s to light the large candles inside, which are in turn used
to light smaller candles held by the congregation. This year we are
delighted that the torch will also be carried from Brooklands where
our St Luke’s at Home team operate, to our service in Saltash and
from our Hospital Team in Derriford, to the service in Tavistock.
It is certain that over the Christmas week that members of your
community will be receiving specialist end of life care from St Luke’s.
Your donation directly contributes to supporting those patients and
their families wherever they wish to be cared for – in their homes, at
Derriford Hospital or at Turnchapel, this Christmas.
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La La Choir: Celebration of Life
That’s not all because doors open at 19:00 on the evening of Friday
6 December at Plymouth Guildhall, where the big-hearted La La
Choir are giving a memorable and enthusiastic performance in aid of
St Luke’s. This is an opportunity for the audience to celebrate the
lives of those dear to them who are gone but not forgotten. Expect
not just complex acapella harmonies from the choir itself but special
guests, including The Royal Cornwall Hospital Choir and the winners
of this year’s Devon Schools Choir competition, Uffculme School
Choir from Cullompton.
Sam Abrahams said: “St Luke’s has been a part of my life since the
age of 14. I have volunteered alongside people there and seen firsthand the amazing work they do. We are so looking forward to
bringing our unique style of celebratory concert to the series of
Christmas events St Luke’s hold to honour the memories of loved
ones and raise awareness of the vital work St Luke’s do in their
community. Do come and join us for a joyous evening featuring
songs old and new that are guaranteed to make your heart sing. By
the end of the evening you’ll be up out of your seat celebrating with
us, we guarantee it.”
Tickets for the La La Choir concert are available on the choir’s
website at http://www.lalachoirs.co.uk/shop. You can also purchase a
ticket at a select few St Luke’s shops in Western Approach
(Toys”R”Us), Elburton, and near Drake Circus.
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Old Testament book of Daniel
This book is classified as a major prophetic one and, among the 6 books of
that category, is unique as it contains several eschatological references
relating to 'the last times’, the main account of which is recorded in
Revelations, the final book of the New Testament.
Daniel was taken into exile in Babylon while still a boy. He triumphed by
sheer courage and faithfulness to God. The most well-known accounts are,
I would say, the escape from the fiery furnace in chapter 3 and Daniel's
escape from the lions in chapter 6.
However his prayer (Ch9 v 6-19) for the people of Judah sets out clearly
the situation that they are in because of their failure to listen to the
prophets who spoke in God's name, and so triggered the destruction of
Jerusalem and the 70 years Babylonian exile.
Daniel lived during the sixth century BC and his visions of future conflict
detailed in chapters 10 and 11 and the end times in chapter 12 indicate that
the book reached its final form at the very end of the Old Testament
period, about 165 BC. The vision of the four empires (Ch 10), culminating
in the time of Antiochus Epiphanies (v 21-39) and his oppressive reign is
also seen in the apocrypha books of Maccabees.
These 2 books also provide the setting in which the latter part of the Old
Testament book of Daniel was written. Like the book of Revelations,
Daniel is difficult to fully understand, but the stories of Daniel shows the
need to stay true to God. Daniel’s courage, I would say, is an inspiration
and guidance for our present time as well as for past difficult times.
Ian Silcox
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Mission Community Events for December 2019
Sunday 1 December, 11 am ~ 3 pm Christmas Craft Fair in Peter Tavy Village Hall.
To book a table £10, or for more information call Carol 810169 or Abi 810772.
Sunday 1 December: 11 am – 4.30 pm Christmas Tree Festival, Tavistock Parish
Church
Monday or Tuesday each week: 7:30 pm NOT 23rd or 24th: Ecumenical Bible Study
and prayer group: at Charlotte Cottage: Contact Janet 810166.
Monday 2 – Saturday 7 December 9.30 am – 4.30 pm Christmas Tree Festival,
Tavistock Parish Church
Tuesdays 3/10/17 only: 11 am~ 1 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Short Mat Bowls.
Tuesdays 3/10/17 only: 7 ~ 9 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Table Tennis (in the bar
area of Coronation Hall).
Tuesdays 3/10/17 only: 7:25 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Ballroom Dancing.
Wednesdays 4/11/18 only 7 ~ 8 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Table Tennis (in the
bar area of Coronation Hall).
Wednesdays 4/11/18 only: 7 ~ 9 pm Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short Mat Bowls.
Thursdays 5/19 only: 9:45 a.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Pilates with Sally
Cinnamond. £6 per person. (To resume on 9th Jan).
Thursday 5th only: 1 ~ 3 pm Knit & Natter Group meet at the Mary Tavy Chapel
Hall. Contact Wilma via 01822 810040. (To resume on 9th Jan).
Sunday 8 December: 11 am – 3.30 pm Christmas Tree Festival – Tavistock Parish
Church
Tuesday 10 7:30 pm Whist Drive ~ all welcome from beginners to ‘old hands’ £3,
including tea/coffee & biscuits. Peter Tavy Village Hall. Peter Tinson 810314).
Thursday 12 only: 12 ~ 1 pm Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel Soup and Dessert Lunch.
All welcome.
Thursday 12 ~ Sunday 15 December inclusive: 11 am ~ 5 pm daily, St. Mary’s
Church. Our sixth Christmas Tree Festival. Daily teas/coffees available for sale, table top
sale and raffle. We do hope you will all come along to support the event, and see the
many creative tree decorations.
Monday 16 only: 10 am ~ 12 noon: Monthly Jigsaw Swap, refreshment and chat.
Contact Pauline on 610079.
Saturday 14 December: 7.30 pm Stannary Brass Band Christmas concert – Tavistock
Parish Church
Saturday 21 December: 7.30 pm Mount Kelly Choral Society concert – Tavistock
Parish Church
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BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE,
PLUMBING AND HEATING

8570
C8353
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T: 01822 841410
M: 07801 987258

PROFESSIONAL
TREE CARE
BY

Award Winning
Evening Valuations & Viewings
No Restrictive Contracts
Local, National & London
Advertising
Accompanied Viewings

Paul Greenhill
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)
Okehampton
01837 54080

Mobile: 07971 195549
Tel: 01822 616792

Tavistock
01822 617243

millertc.co.uk

THE LAWNS
Residential Care Home for
those with learning
disabilities.
52 Plymouth Road
Tavistock, PL19 8BU.

GENERAL
BOOK SHOP &
MUSIC SELLER
A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE & THE MUSIC
IN WHICH TO BROWSE.
ROOM
GROUND AND FIRST
FLOOR: BOOKS,
WE HAVE A
AUDIOBOOKS,
COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF TITLES,
AND CARDS.
TOGETHER WITH A
SECOND FLOOR:
FIRST RATE ORDER
CDs AND DVDs.
SERVICE.

ONE OF
’S
TOP 50 BRITISH
BOOK SHOPS

We are pleased
to sponsor
St Eustachius’ Church

TAVISTOCK 610233

3 MARKET STREET,
TAVISTOCK

TEL 01822 617244
www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com
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Tuell Farm
Beautiful Stone
Holiday Cottages
Nestled in the Tamar Valley
Available for short term lets
10 minutes from Tavistock

01822 870207
cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk
www.tuellfarm.co.uk
Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off

If it’s on, under or beside the desk,
we supply it, including the desk!

PCC
PCC Office Supplies Ltd
For all your Business and Domestic
requirements including:
Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS,
Office Machines, Cleaning &
Catering
We guarantee to beat the
competition and save you money
with our same day/next day service
Call 01822 619639
sales@pccofficesupplies.com
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“We Come to You”
01822 855822 or help@chezvouspc.com

Got a computer problem – at home or the office?
We are the local visiting Computer Service you are looking for – in our 15th
year. Both Mac & PC fluent – if you’ve got an issue, we can help with it.
Good rates too. We sell new as well as repair, we also sell
Anti-virus and help with networking. Find us on Facebook as well as all the
usual other methods.
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If you would like
to advertise in
this space, please
contact Mandy in
the parish office
on
01822 616673
E.PASCOE & SON
Monumental Masons
Five Acres
Gulworthy
Tavistock
PL19 8HZ
Email:
epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
Tel: 01822 832320
www.epascoeandson.com
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