The Vicar of Tavistock, Gulworthy and Brent Tor writes
On the 27th October, the hour went back, and darkness closed in around
us as the nights became longer. It is too easy to look on the end of October
and beginning of November with a touch of despair; fallen leaves, dampness,
fog, and rain. The church has traditionally associated the end of the year with
the end of life.
At the beginning of November, we commemorate the faithful departed and
also celebrate All Saints. All Saints' Day (also known as All Hallows' Day or
Hallowmas) is the day after All Hallows' Eve (Hallowe'en). It is a feast day
celebrated by both Anglicans and Roman Catholics. It is an opportunity to
remember all saints and martyrs, known and unknown, throughout Christian
history.
Remembering saints and martyrs and dedicating a specific day to them each
year has been a Christian tradition since the 4th century AD, but it wasn't
until 609AD that Pope Boniface IV decided to remember all martyrs.
Originally 13th May was designated as the Feast of All Holy Martyrs. Later,
in 837AD, Pope Gregory IV extended the festival to remember all the saints,
changed its name to Feast of All Saints and changed the date to 1st
November.
The festival of All Saints’ and the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed
are meant to shed light at the beginning of these dark days. All Saints’ helps
us to call to mind the ordinary people from ages past who lived a Godly life.
Few of them held important positions in life and their names do not appear
on any official role of honour. They are not canonised saints. Many lived in
obscurity, died unknown, and all memory of them has faded. Their lives are
not marked by any great occurrence. God alone remembers them and the
good works they have performed. They are the ordinary people of life.
People who in their daily lives have tried to live the Christian life to the full.
Like each one of us, they experienced the trails of growing up, the tensions
and frustrations of living with others, and the normal difficulties and
uncertainties of life. They had to cope with their own personal problems and
weaknesses. But, however great their difficulties and faults, they accepted
that God loved them and they relied on the strength of that love more than
anything else; the way they lived their lives was more important than the
recognition they attained.
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The Festival of All Saints’ and The Commemoration of the Faithful Departed
should give us fresh inspiration to continue taking up our cross daily, and to
follow Christ. We too can strive to live the Christian life to the full. Heaven
is within our reach.
The book of Revelation uses symbolic imagery to paint a picture of heaven
which the saints enjoy, and the celebration of All Saints invites us, in a
particular way, to turn our eyes toward heaven and to remember that we
are all called to be saints. In doing this, we look at all the great saints of the
Christian faith for inspiration and guidance. In the book of Revelation the
saints are described as the ones “marked with the seal.” This language draws
on an account found in the Old Testament in the book of Ezekiel where the
holy ones were marked on their foreheads with the Hebrew letter taw. This
letter is shaped like a cross (similar to the English “t”). Thus, the saints are
the ones marked with the sign of the cross. We can easily make the
connection with our Christian life including our baptism (where we are
signed with the cross), and our confirmation (where we are sealed with the
Holy Spirit through the cross being traced with holy oil on our foreheads),
and the sign of the cross itself. The book of Revelation also describes “a
great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation, race, people,
and tongue.” In other words, Heaven is not exclusive to one people group.
Rather, there will be people “from every nation, race, people, and tongue”.
These festivals remind us that holiness of life is not for the privileged few but
what God expects of all of us. Holiness is about bringing the Spirit of Christ
into our lives; it is about doing ordinary things well. The command of Jesus,
“Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect,” is addressed to everyone.
We are called to reflect something of the holiness of God himself in the way
we live our life.
Christopher Hardwick

St Rumon’s school is holding an “OPEN AFTERNOON” on
Thursday 14 November from 1.30 pm to 2.30 pm.
Prospective parents and pupils welcome.
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November 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Fri 1

8.30 am
10 am
10 am
3 pm
7 pm

Holy Communion for All Saints’ Day
Holy Dusters
Friendly Friday Coffee Morning
Marriage of James Cowling and Rachel Short
Reflections and Readings for All Souls’ – Christ Church, Brentor

Sun 3

ALL SAINTS’ DAY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.45 am
Family Communion for All Saints: a service with a
group for children
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15
Holy Communion - Gulworthy
6 pm
Evening Service for the Commemoration of
the Faithful Departed

Tue 5

7.30 pm

Prayer and Stillness Group – 10 Courtlands Road

Wed 6

10.30 am
3.30 pm

Holy Communion
Messy Church

Fri 8

8.30 am
10.45 am

Holy Communion
Tavistock College Remembrance Day Service

Sat 9

10 am
7 pm
7.30 pm

Intercessors’ Prayer Group
Mount Kelly Community Remembrance Service
The Friends of St Eustachius’ Race Night – parish centre

Sun 10

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.30 am
Family Communion: a service with a
group for children
10.50 am Remembrance Sunday – Tavistock War Memorial
10.50 am Remembrance Sunday – Christ Church, Brentor
10.50 am Remembrance Sunday – Gulworthy
6 pm
Evensong

Mon 11

1.15 pm

Gulworthy School Remembrance Service – St Paul’s, Gulworthy

Tue 12

7.30 pm

Gulworthy PCC

Wed 13

10.30 am

Holy Communion
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November 2019 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Fri 15

8.30 am
10 am

Holy Communion
Friendly Friday Coffee Morning

Sat 16

10.30 am

Church Bazaar – Tavistock Town Hall

Sun 17

SECOND SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.30 am
Nosh @ 9.30 – parish centre
9.45 am
Family Communion
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6 pm
Holy Communion for Healing and Wholeness

Tue 19

7.30 pm

Brentor PCC

Wed 20

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Thurs 21

2 pm

‘Living with Bereavement’ – parish centre

Fri 22

8.30 am
10 am

Holy Communion
Friendly Friday Coffee Morning and lunch

Sat 23

10 am

Jumble Sale – parish centre

Sun 24

SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT
CHRIST THE KING
7.30 am
Morning Prayer
8 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with
a group for children
9.45 am
Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6 pm
Evensong

Wed 27

10.30 am
7.30 pm

Holy Communion
Tavistock PCC

Fri 29

8.30 am
2.30 pm

Holy Communion
Opening of the Christmas Tree Festival

Sat 30

10 am

Christmas Tree Festival open until 4.30 pm
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Prayer of the month
A Pure Heart
I do not ask for a life of luxury,
The world’s gold, or fine pearls.
All I ask for is a happy heart,
An honest heart, a pure heart.
A pure heart is full of goodness,
Lovelier than the pretty lily.
Only a pure heart can sing,
Sing by day and sing by night.
This prayer is a translation of the first verse and chorus of the much loved
Welsh hymn, Calon Lân, which many of you will have heard sung with great
passion by Welsh rugby supporters. Indeed, it is said that to be truly Welsh,
you must sing the hymn by heart whenever an opportunity arises! The
words are by Daniel James [1847-1920], known by the bardic name,
Gwyrosydd, and the hymn is set to a lovely tune by John Hughes [18721914].
The hymn-writer’s prayer for a pure heart [calon lân] with which to praise
God day and night, reminds us of the words of Jesus in the Sermon on the
Mount, ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God’ [Matthew, 5,8].
And, here are the words of the first verse and chorus in Welsh:

Calon Lân
Nid wy’n gofyn bywyd moethus,
Aur y byd na’i berlau mân:
Gofyn rwyf am galon hapus
Calon onest, calon lân
Calon lân yn llawn daioni,
Tecach yw na’r lili dlos:
Dim ond calon lân all ganuCanu’r dydd a chanu’r nos.

John Rea
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A farewell message from Steven Martin
Thank you for putting up with me these past 4 years or so! It has been a
great privilege serving the parishes of Tavistock, Gulworthy and Brent Tor
and, latterly, Mary Tavy and Peter Tavy. I have valued every moment. You
have all, in different ways, shaped and formed my ministry and priesthood
in such a way that I know that I leave here on the surest footing I could
have hoped for. I could not have wished for a better training incumbent or
for better colleagues to work with. We have been truly blessed.
We leave the parishes with far more than we came with, including lots of
happy memories and two small children! So much has happened to me
since I came here. I am so grateful for all you have given and all that we
have shared together.
After my last service at Tavistock we enjoyed a wonderful lunch at which
we were given lots of gifts. These included some lovely flowers for
Caroline and a picture map and a large amount of money—which we shall
keep to spend on a special piece of furniture for the new vicarage—and a
beautiful icon. Thank you for all of these things.

The icon was written by Cheryll Kinsley Potter, an artist and iconographer
who lives in Tavistock. One of her recent commissions was an icon for the
former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, for the Chapel of
Magdalene College, Cambridge. The icon Cheryll has kindly and beautifully
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written for me is the ‘Panmakaristos’ or ‘the Virgin of the Passion’. The
Virgin Mary holds the Christ child who looks timorously at the angels
bearing the instruments of the Passion. It follows the iconography of the
Cretan School of Andreas Ritzos (d. c. 1492) who is famous for his large
icons of the Virgin of the Passion, executed according to Byzantine tradition
and schemes.
Thank you very much indeed for the very generous and meaningful gift of
this icon. Cheryll is such an excellent artist and it is the most perfect gift I
could have been given. Icons are not simply pictures, but resources, aids
and inspiration for prayer. It will be with me always and I shall use the icon
to aid my prayers and will remember you, the wonderful parishes I served
during my curacy in Tavistock, each time I look at it.
As our ways part, may God continually bless and keep you in the power of
his eternal love.
Steven

Steven’s last service ended with a celebration of the work he has done in the
parish since the start of his training when the children led a special song for the
occasion together with a number of surprises, including a short rendition of the
Hallelujah chorus from the choir to bubbles from the children.
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Morris Bros.
Funeral Directors
Established in 1870
Your local independent Funeral Director
is owned & run by the fifth generation of
the Morris Family, Simon & Lucie Luke.
We provide a qualified, professional &
sensitive service to the people of
Tavistock & surrounding areas. Simon &
Lucie live on site at The Old Bedford
Foundry providing you with a very
personal service regardless of the time of
day or night. Call for a 24 hour service on

01822 612023
The Old Bedford Foundry
Lakeside, Tavistock
PL19 0AZ
Golden Charter Pre Paid Funeral Plans

The Bedford Hotel
The Bedford — Tavistock’s
favourite retreat
A warm welcome awaits.
Join us for:
Morning Coffee
Bar Lunch
Sunday Lunch
Dinner
Tel 01822 613221
www.bedford-hotel.co.uk
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What do you make of this parable?
A few weeks ago we had a rather puzzling parable set for our
Gospel reading (Luke16v1-14). I wonder what you made of it.
Jesus told this rather problematic parable to an audience that included both
his disciples (v1) and the Pharisees (v14) and maybe they also found it
rather problematic, as it seems to encourage some form of dishonesty and
sanctions one who is ‘clearly guilty as charged’.
In telling this parable Jesus commends the dishonest steward or manager,
the one who was in charge of the rich man’s estate. It would appear that
there were many absentee landlords throughout Israel at the time so the
steward had complete control over the management of the estate, but we
may say, “surely not so much control that he could fiddle the books”.
So how are we to interpret Jesus’s apparent commendation, and does it
mean that we can behave in the same way in our financial transactions,
seemingly wasting others’ possessions?
We can have a certain amount of sympathy with the steward who may
have been too old and not strong enough ‘to dig’, and who, like many,
could not bring themselves ‘to beg’. There could well be many on the
fringes of our present day society who could relate to those feelings, and
feel that they have been abandoned by a society with weakening social
services. So the steward came up with what seemed to be a good plan to
ingratiate himself to those with whom he had dealings over his master’s
estate, and who may then take pity upon him as they owed him a favour in
return for his writing off some of their debt.
It has been suggested that the total reduction that the steward was offering
amounted to about 20 months wages (500 denarii). Some have suggested
that as debts were difficult to collect from subsistence farmers at that time,
in fact the steward was doing his master a favour in that these payable
reductions would provide an influx of money into the rich man’s estate.
Another view is that the master commended his steward for his
shrewdness in looking for a way out of his impending predicament, but this
did not mean that he agreed with his steward’s dishonest act. The point is
that the steward did have foresight to make preparations for what was to
happen to him after his dismissal.
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What Jesus then goes on to teach from this parable shows that he was
quite aware of the way that the ‘sons of this world’, those whose lives are
not bound by the ways of God’s commands, make it a priority to look after
their own interests, and maybe they even have a lesson for us, ‘the sons of
light’. We are to make sure that we are not so naive as to neglect doing
what is necessary and sensible over our earthly affairs.
Jesus also stresses how important it is for us believers to be responsible
and faithful in all of our dealings, the small matters as well as in the major
ones, a point that Jesus makes in a number of his other teachings as well.
Jesus then uses another rather awkward term, ‘unrighteous wealth’; he tells
us we are to be faithful if we are to be eventually entrusted later with the
‘riches of God’s kingdom’, those things that are to be part of our future
inheritance. What did Jesus mean by that phrase?
Perhaps it was just a general phrase to cover all the material things of this
present life, including some which may have come to us by rather ‘dubious’
means. We must be careful how we handle all that crosses our path for we
cannot serve both ‘God and mammon (money)’; we need to order and
balance the priorities of the kingdom against those of this passing life.
We are not meant to try and escape the necessities that God has so
graciously given us to enjoy in the here and now, but we must always view
our lives, our situations and our possessions as part of the bigger picture of
who we are, children of the kingdom, and how we use them in God’s
service.
The deep and searching question that Jesus posed to those listening to him
then, and also to us today is, ‘whom do we serve?’ for we cannot serve
two masters. Our reaction must not be like that of the Pharisees, those
whom Luke describes as ‘lovers of money’, who responded to this teaching
of Jesus by ridiculing him. Let us respond with open ears and hearts as we
acknowledge Jesus’s teaching for our lives in this our earthly pilgrimage.
Blessings to you all, Rev Mike, Assistant Priest
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Christmas Tree Festival
30 November – 8 December

Could you help with stewarding in the
church? We would be extremely
grateful for your help, and you will
find it can be great fun!
There are lists to sign at the back of
church.
Thank you!
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Tidings from Tavistock . . .

Wednesday 6 November
3.30-5.30pm
We will be marking the time of Remembrance by having a special Messy
Church on Wednesday 6 November. We’ll be exploring the important
themes of peace, war and reconciliation and reflecting on God’s message of
love and forgiveness. We would like to invite all members of our church
family to join us to share any family or personal memories of wartime,
perhaps being evacuated or having food or sweets rationed. These memories
can be poignant, but meaningful and will help us all to understand how war
can affect everyone, especially the innocent; your help and support would be
very gratefully received.
We will be doing some craft activities based on peace and having a short act
of worship. We always share a delicious hot meal and this month our
wonderful cooking team will be making bangers (bangers being a WWI
term for sausages), mash and beans, followed by Grandma’s War Time
Orange Drop Cookies.
Messy Church starts at 3.30pm and finishes at 5.30pm. Please contact me if
you would like to come along and help with our activities, or if you are able
to bring appropriate items or photos that could be shown and talked about.
With Messy thanks,
Sarah Pendle
07929911892 / sarah.pendle0@gmail.com
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We have a Fund Raiser!
Following the appeals in the July and October Parish magazines, we are
delighted to let you know that Joanna Steevenson has agreed to take up
the position of volunteer fund raiser.
Joanna has been a member of the congregation at St Eustachius’ for the last
three years, and her husband, Anthony’s connections with the church go
back much further than that.
Joanna’s experience is ideal for the position of fund raiser. Initially her
experience in administration led to her working in London for Savills, the
renowned estate agency. After five years, she returned to Wales, where
she played a leading role in securing new business, both local and national
for the large family company, of which she was a major shareholder.
In addition, Joanna recently played a leading role in a very successful fund
raising appeal for a major cancer charity in Cardiff.
We are very much looking forward to working with Joanna as we take
forward the church’s exciting plans for capital development.
Chris Hardwick, Martin Pendle, John Rea
MISSION OF THE MONTH
CHRISTIAN SOLIDARITY WORLDWIDE
Up to date news is always put on our Mission of the Month stand. This
organisation supports Christians throughout the world who are
persecuted for their faith. Children are often barred from attending
school.
During November I will be serving coffee/tea following the Wednesday
morning service. Please support or give a donation to support our
fellow Christians who do not have the freedom we have to worship our
God.
Eileen Hooper

16

Tales from the Tower …
September and October are always busy months for the bell ringers. There
are special services to ring for – Harvest Festival, the Civic Service, not to
mention the occasional wedding and even, this year, a memorial service (for
local artist Elizabeth Greenwood), as well as the normal Sunday morning
services and, when enough ringers are available, Sunday evenings as well.
Sometimes, it seems as if our entire lives are spent with a rope in our hands.
Not that we complain about that. Ringers love to ring. It’s what we do, and
if there aren’t enough reasons connected with church services, we find our
own, and are eternally grateful that the churches allow us the use of these
magnificent musical instruments for our own pleasure and to mark our own
occasions.
This Sunday marked a rather sad occasion for St Eustachius’, as we bade
farewell to our Reverend Steven Martin, off to take up his new appointment
as Rector in East Devon, of which there will be more details in other parts
of the magazine. Steve is, amongst his many other accomplishments, a bell
ringer and has joined us on occasion, the last being for his farewell service,
and in the evening some of us were pleased to be able to pay our own special
tribute by ringing a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples. The quarter was also
a 90th birthday compliment to our oldest ringer, George Boucher, and the
service that evening was the Harvest Festival Evensong.
This year has been a very special one for two of our Tavistock ringers – Ian
and Ann – who celebrated their Golden Wedding in August. Both have been
ringers for even longer than that, so may well be said to ‘know the ropes’.
And when they discovered that two more ringing couples (Wendy and
another Ian, from Exeter, and Peter and Jo from Bishopsteignton) would also
be celebrating a Golden Wedding this year, it was obvious that this called
for some special ringing – a ‘full peal’ at the very least.
All six are also members of the Exeter Cathedral band, so capable of ringing
a wide range of advanced methods, but wanted something appropriate to
the occasion. A little research turned up a method rejoicing in the title of
Golden Wedding Treble Place Minor (Minor referring to the number of bells
involved – ie six). Clearly, this was the obvious choice.
However, it was a new method for each of the band and although not
difficult, it has a few tricky features, so to make sure everyone was at ease
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with it, a quarter peal was rung at Bishopsteignton, home tower to two of
the band. A full peal was deemed a ‘touch’ (that’s a bellringing pun, by the
way) risky, so it was decided to start the peal with the ‘extent’ (the maximum
number of changes that can be rung on six bells without repeating any
sequence, which happens to be 720) and then continue with some more
familiar Surprise methods – Ipswich, Surfleet, Norwich, Beverly, York and
Cambridge. (No, I don’t know why so many methods are named after towns,
cities and counties, either. They just are. You will be pleased to know that
there is even one called Tavistock and we do ring it, from time to time.)
The peal was finally rung in our own Deanery church of Sampford Spiney.
You might have heard it if you had been walking your dog around Pew Tor
that October Thursday afternoon. The venue was chosen because the bells
are light and easy to ring and – remember - the total age of the band was
about 430 years. All except one couple, who must have been married almost
straight from school, are over 70 and while some are regular peal ringers,
others do so less often these days. And there were other links too – both
Ians had been involved with the restoration of the bells in 2008 and our own
Ian (Smith) has been instrumental in training the new band of ringers there.
Meanwhile, news of this event had reached the media and Radio Devon
asked Ian (our Ian) if he would be willing to be interviewed. Always eager to
promote ringing to the wider community, he agreed and you may yourself
have heard him, just before 8am that morning. There was even a possibility
that Spotlight might turn up and film part of the ringing but something more
pressing obviously claimed their attention (probably to do with rewilding
seals or rebuilding railway lines) or maybe they just couldn’t find Sampford
Spiney.
The peal took 2 hrs 41 mins to
ring and, hunger and thirst
(especially thirst) immediately
setting in, the six repaired to
the Whitchurch Inn for a meal
and there met, by coincidence,
two other ringers, from
Bodmin, who kindly took a
photograph.
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The six intrepid ‘golden oldies’ are now considering booking the bells again
for ten years’ time!
So much more has happened in October – a Quarter Peal week in Suffolk,
attended by Phil and Jane, during which 28 quarters were rung in 27 towers
and one garden shed (don’t ask), our own outing last Saturday and with the
Deanery Ringing Festival coming up at the end of the month, that some news
will have to be held over until next month.
Don’t miss the next exciting issue!
Donna Baker
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Advent Quiet Day
Buckfast Abbey on Tuesday Nov 19th. 10 am -4 pm

A quiet day of Meditation and Reflection on the theme of Advent
All are very welcome
The cost of the day is £15.00 which includes drinks and biscuits, please bring a packed
lunch.
Money and names please to the Parish Office by November the 10th.
Lifts available: Please contact the Revd. Sue if further information is required 01822 860177.
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An October Day on Dartmoor
The sky floats above me tantalisingly close,
touchable. The wind so sharp it splits my
hair and takes no prisoners. Cattle, sheep
and ponies oblivious to this drama carry
on with their daily grass cropping. Whilst
Sharpitor rises on the horizon.
The light changes when the sky moves its
direction, with the wind wrapping its voice
around the tall clumps of grass.
This is Dartmoor, where ancient secrets
hide beneath the bracken and gorse.
An explosion of bright green grass existing
as pure energy unfolds beneath my feet. It
is so springy my footsteps leap forward,
but be careful, soggy pools hide within this
green and craggy domain. Deceptively
deep for the unwary.
The mist descends with blanket-like
texture. Sheep with pink spots placidly
amble past me. They then position themselves, with their heads facing away
from the wind. They stand in a line, like soldiers awaiting their orders. They
look quite plump with their dense coats filled with lanolin. They remind me
that it’s the time of year for woolly hats and warm scarves with waterproof
jackets. Although of course waterproof jackets are a must for Dartmoor any
time of the year.
Now the mist thickens and it feels like a duvet enveloping the environment.
Rook ambles by, like an elderly gentleman with his hands in his pockets. He
stops, looks and pecks this fertile ground.
This is Dartmoor, where misty trees spin webs, with dewy branches
entwined, holding fast life’s grasp.
Beverley Beck
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Gulworthy Notes . . .
I have just finished watching a three-part series on BBC 1 which I recorded
a couple of months ago. It was called “Sacred Wonders” and I’m sure many
of you saw it – if not, try to catch it on i-player or the like, it was
wonderful.
Wonderful not only because of the beautiful photography of some of the
most splendid and iconic places of worship around the world, from Mali to
New York, but also because it covered all faiths from Buddhist to Yazidi.
It showed the rites and rituals undertaken by worshippers at these sacred
places and the lengths they went to in order to show their faith in their
particular God or Prophet. The rituals ranged from feeding thousands in
one day at the Golden Temple of Amritsar; a cleansing ceremony for a
traumatised Yazidi woman; the annual refurbishment of the great mud
Mosque at Djenne; the absolute concentration of mind and body required
by trainee warrior monks at the Shaolin Temple in China…..
I could go through every episode – it was a revelation!
In England, we are blessed with some stunning Churches and Chapels and,
like the mud mosque, all need care to ensure their continued existence. In
times past local people would be called upon to whitewash the walls of the
Church or shin up a rickety ladder to mend a hole in the roof, just as the
TV programme showed the faithful doing at Djenne or at Angkor Wat.
Modern H&S in England and an ageing congregation make that impossible
and probably inadvisable anyway!
So - what do we do to maintain our precious places of worship for present
and future worshippers? Now that we no longer have titled or well-off
patrons, we have to find the funds to pay someone skilled to do the work
for us.
We have many fundraising events throughout the year. The biggest is the
Dog Show in July and the latest has been a fashion show in the Parish Hall
with beautiful clothes generously provided for the evening by Fiona at Beau
of Yelverton. A really fun event, lots of laughter, lots of lovely food and
wine – many thanks to everyone who made it so successful. But - I am
unashamed to say – we need more events like this to keep our building in
good nick and to enable us to continue a greater outreach into the Parish.
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We are looking for fresh ideas as to how we can continue to raise money
without giving our core of fundraisers extreme fatigue! In short – we need
your help.
On 1st November we are having an informal get-together in The
Copper Penny pub at 7pm and we would love to see you all there to
discuss future ideas for fund-raising or even just to see you for a friendly
chat – please do come and join us. If you can’t make it and you have a
brilliant idea that we can use – get it to us by fair means or foul – we would
be thrilled.
God Bless you all this damp Autumn.
Gill

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 10 November – Remembrance Sunday. 10.50am at the War
memorial at St Paul’s followed by a short act of worship in church to which
all are welcome.
th

Monday 25th November 4pm – Christingle Service to follow JAM
club.
Sunday 15th December 6pm – Carol Service
Wednesday 11th December 6.30pm – Christmas Wreath Making
at Gulworthy Parish Hall .
£15 – includes all materials a glass of wine and mince pie.
Sunday 22nd December 11.15am – Crib Service
No Midnight Service at Gulworthy
Christmas Day Wednesday 25th December 10.30am
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Mount Kelly Choral Society
Saturday 21st December 2019 at 7.30pm
St Eustachius’ Church, Plymouth Road, Tavistock
Christmas Oratorio by Saint-Saens
Christmas music by Rutter, Chilcott, Cornelius, Lauridsen
A wonderfully evocative retelling of the Christmas story by 19th century
master, Saint-Saens, along with a selection popular Christmas favourites.
Conductor – Julian Jensen, Harp – Emma Graham, Organ – Mary MazurPark, Soprano – Bianca Phillips, Tenor - Francis Shepherd, Baritone –
Andrew Farris
Tickets £10 (free to under 18s) from Bookstop in Tavistock,
www.ticketsource.co.uk/mountkelly or on the door
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Brentor News …
Songs and Sandwiches
The first of these community singing sessions was held in September and
was very popular indeed, so by special request the next session is
on 9th November at 11am in Christ Church – EVERYONE is invited
to come along and just sing for an hour, followed by sandwiches (and cake,
I am sure!) for all.
The singing is led by Wendy Roderick and is open to anyone - no need to
worry about the quality of your voice, or auditioning.
Singing is a very important part of other new initiatives at Brentor. The
choir meets most Monday evenings at 6.30 pm in Christ Church and sang
for Harvest for residents and guests at Blackdown Nursing Home in Mary
Tavy.
And on 1st December, when we commemorate the rededication of St
Michael’s in 1319 on the occasion of the extension of the church there,
there will be a service at 3pm on the tor with original new music
composed by Wendy and sung by the choir, telling the history of the
founding of the church in song.
Historic England visits Brentor
Like many other Devon churches, both of our churches in Brentor suffer
from damp towers – hence the visit in mid October by the Damp Towers
Project team of architects and stone masons and experts from Historic
England, who came to assess the current situation in the towers at Christ
Church and St Michael’s (answer – very wet!) with a view to suggesting
appropriate remedies. Perhaps they will come up with the answer and in
the meantime we have begun conversations with the architect about
reordering the west end of the church to make it more suitable for our
congregations in the 21st century, to include a kitchen area and a toilet.
Harvest at Brentor
We had a lovely day of celebrations for harvest, with a well attended family
service led by Christopher Pancheri, with wonderful singing by the choir,
followed by a community lunch for nearly 60 in the village hall. Bere
Brewery brought along some of their local ales, which was very much
appreciated. Everyone was very generous and with the proceeds from the
raffle and the auction of produce (thanks David, another career as an
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auctioneer awaits!) we made a profit of £380 which will be divided
between Tavistock Food Bank and Brentor Church. Thanks to Sally, Kate
and Sue for all their hard work in the kitchen.
All Souls Service
This quiet, reflective service is on Friday 1st November at 7pm in Christ
Church.
Names of those loved ones no longer with us are read out and candles are
lit for each person, either by relatives or friends or by the churchwardens.
It is a very peaceful occasion, with readings and reflections. If anyone would
like a name read out, there will be a sheet in Christ Church or you can ring
01822 810845 or email helen@brentorchurch.org.uk

The photo shows the experts from Historic England enjoying a hot drink while
assessing the state of the tower at Christ Church.
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Mission Community Events for October 2019
Saturday 2nd: 7:30 p.m. Darts and Skittles Evening, Peter Tavy Village Hall.
Monday or Tuesday each week: 7:30 p.m. Bible Study & Prayer Group at Charlotte Cottage:
Contact Janet on 01822 810166.
Tuesdays 5th/12th/19th/26th: 11 a.m. ~ 1 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Short Mat Bowls.
Please join us.
Tuesdays 5th/12th/19th/26th: 7 ~ 9 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Table Tennis (in the bar
area of Coronation Hall).
Tuesdays 5th/12th/19th/26th: 7:25 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Ballroom Dancing.
Wednesdays 6th/13th/20th/27th: 7 ~ 8 p.m. Coronation Hal, Mary Tavy, Table Tennis (in the bar
area of Coronation Hall).
Wednesdays 6th/13th/20th/27th: 7 ~ 9 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Short Mat Bowls.
Thursdays 7th/14th/21st/28th: 9:45 a.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy, Pilates with Sally
Cinnamond. £6 per session.
Thursdays 7th/14th/21st/28th: 1 ~ 3 p.m. Knit & Natter Group meet at the Mary Tavy Chapel
Hall. Contact Wilma via 01822 810040.
Saturday 9th: 7:30 p.m. Bingo Night in Peter Tavy Village Hall.
Saturday 9th: 7:30 p.m. Coronation Hall. Tavonians Theatre Company presents ’Brontë’ by Polly
Teale. Tickets £10 from Mary Tavy P.O. & Stores or www.tavonians.org.uk; Hot and cold food and
drinks by Delectisimo available from 7:00 p.m. and during interval.
Saturday 9th November: 6 p.m. at St. Peter’s: Annual service of the South West Branch of the
Guild of Devon Ringers, marking the centenary of the Branch, who rang their inaugural peal at Peter
Tavy on 9th November 1919.
Tuesday 12th: 7:30 p.m. Whist Drive ~ all welcome, from beginners to ‘old hands’ £3, including
tea/coffee & biscuits. Peter Tavy Village Hall. (810314)
Thursday 14th: 12 ~ 1:30 p.m. Peter Tavy Methodist Chapel Soup and Dessert Lunch. All welcome.
Sunday 17th: from 10 a.m. Community Tree Planting Day at Harford Bridge Holiday Park, Peter
Tavy. Everyone welcome. Call 01822 810868 for more information.
Monday 18th: 10:30 ~ 12 noon: Monthly Jigsaw Swap, refreshment & chat. Contact Pauline on
01822 610079. An amazing quantity of Jigsaws.
Monday 18th: 7:30 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy. Mary Tavy Twinning Association Annual
General Meeting. All welcome.
Thursday 21st: 7:30 p.m. Brentor Garden Club, Brentor Village Hall. A talk by Robin Hill entitled
“The Garden at Andrew’s Corner”. Visitors welcome at £2 on the door.
Saturday 23rd: 10:30 a.m. ~ 12 noon. St. Mary’s Pre-Christmas Coffee morning in aid of Church
Funds at Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. We look forward to seeing you.
Tuesday 26th: 10 a.m. ~ 12 noon. Mary Tavy Chapel Hall. Monthly visit of the Devon Sensory
Team, for people with hearing and/or sight loss. All welcome.
Tuesday 26th: 7:30 p.m. Illustrated talk on Wheal Friendship Mine by Chris Wordingham. £4 Book
on 01822 810868. Peter Tavy Village Hall.
Saturday 30th: 12 ~ 3:00 p.m. Knit & Natter Christmas Fair and Lunch, Methodist Chapel, Mary
Tavy.
Saturday 30th: 7:30 p.m. Coronation Hall, Mary Tavy Live. The Hummingbirds vocal trio. Tickets
£9 from Mary Tavy Post Office & Stores or www.mtjubileegroup.co.uk. Hot and cold food and drinks
by Delectisimo available from 7 p.m. and during interval.
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Tavistock Area Christians Together
Midweek Topics 7.30pm Tue 5th Nov, Tavistock URC, Russell St
”Yemen in Crisis: Why is there a War?” A talk by Judith Brown in
conjunction with Tavistock Peace Action group.
West Devon Filling Station, 7pm Wednesday 6th Nov, Warson
Farm, Coryton, Okehampton EX20 4PQ - visit
www.facebook.com/westdevonfillingstation for details.
Tavipraise, 7.30 for 8pm Thursday 7th Nov, Tavistock Methodist
Church
Father's House with Rev Peter Mockford - Saturday 9th Nov,
7.30pm at King's, Pixon Lane, Tavistock, PL19 9AZ, & Sunday
10th Nov, 7.30m at The Worship Centre, Plymbridge Road,
Estover, Plymouth, PL6 7LF
Peter is an Anglican minister and psychotherapist. He was brought up in
Uganda and worked in Kenya prior to entering the ministry, and has
been a long-standing leader of the deliverance ministry for the diocese
of Lichfield. He has authored and co-authored a number of books,
including “Light and Liberty: Rediscovering the Power of Deliverance”.
Visit the Father's House website at fathershouse.org.uk.
Other events: Saturday afternoon movie, 2.30pm Sat 4th Nov, Whitchurch
Village Hall (The Stable) - showing "The Greatest Showman".
Advent Craft Retreat, 10am Tue 12th November and Patchwork
Decorations Craft Day, 10am Sat 16th November, Tinhay, Lifton
PL16 0EL - more details at www.tinhayretreats.com.
Ignatian Prayer Group, 7.30pm Wed 13th November, 4 Carmel
Gardens, Tavistock PL19 8RG. Biblical meditation using the styles of
prayer recommended by St. Ignatius of Loyola. This session: Luke 21:519: Signs, Persecutions and Endurance. Contact Liz Moles (01822
616243) for more details.
Tear Fund Big Quiz, 7pm Sat 16th November, King's, Pixon Lane,
Tavistock PL19 9AZ
Get together with your friends, family and church for the biggest multivenue, nationwide quiz ever. Every pound raised will help transform the
lives of people living in poverty. Cost: £2 per person. Light refreshments
& raffle. More details from Kathy Palmer at 01822 612100, or visit
www.tearfund.org/quiz.
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Men in Sheds for Tavistock?
The Redeeming Our Communities Conversation in Tavistock Town Hall
on the Thursday 28th June 2018 gave us all an opportunity to take stock of
what is good about this town and to consider what needs to be addressed.
The discussions which took place that evening revealed four areas of
particular concern – Young People and Digital Safety – Loneliness and
Isolation – Mental health and Addictions – Communication and Mapping.
As a TACT representative for Brentor, I have been working with Ian
Hinton as part of the Loneliness and Isolation action group led by Lynn
Roddy. We had a meeting on the 21st November 2018 which first raised
the idea of Men’s Sheds after I had seen one at Leek in Staffordshire.
Further meetings on the 15th January and the 26th February 2019 kept Men
in Sheds on the agenda.
On the 11th April a meeting was held at the offices of TASS chaired by Fran
Bliss of the West Devon CVS and I was introduced to Men in Sheds by two
trustees of the Okehampton Men in Sheds. This inspired me to take more
interest in this. I had a follow up meeting with Andy Cairns – a local artist
who runs the Scrap Store in Tavistock. On the 30th April Ian Hinton and I
were asked to explore this further.
On 10th June There was a meeting of Make a Difference at Trident House
in Bannawell Street to discuss the way forward for a Men’s Shed in
Tavistock and the launch of the Arch Project.
What are Men’s Sheds? “They are a place to pursue practical interests at
leisure, to practice skills and enjoy making and mending. - Men’s sheds are
about social connections and friendship building, sharing skills and
knowledge, and having fun doing it.”
Why are they needed? “To combat the negative impact of loneliness and
isolation on a person’s health and well being.” (uk men’s sheds association)
There is no shed in Tavistock at present but I have been inspired by visiting
other sheds to see how this would be a great asset in our town. I was
welcomed to the men’s shed at Fatherford Lane in Okehampton on 12th
June and was inspired to see the variety of activities which could be
pursued in a safe and well- equipped working community. It demonstrates
what is possible on the edge of a similar town to ours and I would
recommend making a visit.
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On 11th July David Palmer encouraged me to take a look at the Gardening
Club shed in Pixon Lane which we had identified as a potential base for a
Tavistock men’s shed. I have been encouraged to make a start by
removing the ivy which was covering its walls so that a proper inspection
can be made.
On 16th September I was invited to a meeting with David Palmer of TACT
and Orla Turner of the West Devon CVS at Eastgate Café. This meeting
was held on Monday 14th October and it was agreed that an Open Meeting
would be arranged at Kingdon House for all people interested in setting up
a men’s shed in Tavistock.
Brentor PCC have agreed unanimously to support this initiative and I urge
all of you who are interested in starting a Men’s Shed to come to this
meeting at 2.30pm on Tuesday 19th November at Kingdon House in Pym
Street, Tavistock.
I look forward to making you welcome!
Christopher Pancheri
The Old Testament Prophecy of Ezekiel
Ezekiel, one of the Old Testament major prophets, was active in Babylon some
time after 597BC. He was a younger contemporary of Jeremiah, though living in
Babylon and not Jerusalem; he was taken captive with King Jehoiachin and first
group of exiles, mainly from the leading families in Judah. He was given to visions
and trances and communicated these through parables, allegories and reports of
his visions. His writings are divided into basically 3 parts:
1 Denunciation of and judgements against Israel and Judah (chapters 4-24) and
other nations (chapters 25 – 32)
2 Oracles/visions of comfort and reassurance for the future (chapters 33-38), the
most well known being the vision of the dry bones and its consequence - the
resurrection of the people (37 : 1-14) and national reunification (37: 15-28)
3 The visions of the new temple and a new land (chapters 40 -48) particularly the
observance of the Passover as described in chapter 45 verses 21-25
The book’s message for today, I would say, is that of new life symbolised by the
theme of resurrection. For Christians this means the resurrection of Jesus and
restoration of mankind to everlasting life with God, and the continuing presence
of our Lord through His bequeathed gift of the Holy Spirit.
Ian Silcox
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BOILER REPAIRS, MAINTENANCE,
PLUMBING AND HEATING

8570
C8353
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T: 01822 841410
M: 07801 987258

PROFESSIONAL
TREE CARE
BY

Award Winning
Evening Valuations & Viewings
No Restrictive Contracts
Local, National & London
Advertising
Accompanied Viewings

Paul Greenhill
Tec Cert (Arb). Cert Arb (R.F.S.)
Okehampton
01837 54080

Mobile: 07971 195549
Tel: 01822 616792

Tavistock
01822 617243

millertc.co.uk

THE LAWNS
Residential Care Home for
those with learning
disabilities.
52 Plymouth Road
Tavistock, PL19 8BU.

GENERAL
BOOK SHOP &
MUSIC SELLER
A PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE & THE MUSIC
IN WHICH TO BROWSE.
ROOM
GROUND AND FIRST
FLOOR: BOOKS,
WE HAVE A
AUDIOBOOKS,
COMPREHENSIVE
SELECTION OF TITLES,
AND CARDS.
TOGETHER WITH A
SECOND FLOOR:
FIRST RATE ORDER
CDs AND DVDs.
SERVICE.

ONE OF
’S
TOP 50 BRITISH
BOOK SHOPS

We are pleased
to sponsor
St Eustachius’ Church

TAVISTOCK 610233

3 MARKET STREET,
TAVISTOCK

TEL 01822 617244
www.bookstoptavistock.co.uk
Email: bookstoptavistock@gmail.com
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Tuell Farm
Beautiful Stone
Holiday Cottages
Nestled in the Tamar Valley
Available for short term lets
10 minutes from Tavistock

01822 870207
cottages@tuellfarm.co.uk
www.tuellfarm.co.uk
Mention St Eustachius’ for 10% off

If it’s on, under or beside the desk,
we supply it, including the desk!

PCC
PCC Office Supplies Ltd
For all your Business and Domestic
requirements including:
Stationery, Inks, Toners, EOS,
Office Machines, Cleaning &
Catering
We guarantee to beat the
competition and save you money
with our same day/next day service
Call 01822 619639
sales@pccofficesupplies.com
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“We Come to You”
01822 855822 or help@chezvouspc.com

Got a computer problem – at home or the office?
We are the local visiting Computer Service you are looking for – in our 15th
year. Both Mac & PC fluent – if you’ve got an issue, we can help with it.
Good rates too. We sell new as well as repair, we also sell
Anti-virus and help with networking. Find us on Facebook as well as all the
usual other methods.
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If you would like
to advertise in
this space, please
contact Mandy in
the parish office
on
01822 616673
E.PASCOE & SON
Monumental Masons
Five Acres
Gulworthy
Tavistock
PL19 8HZ
Email:
epascoe@gpamail.co.uk
Tel: 01822 832320
www.epascoeandson.com
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