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Promises, promises, promises. How many have you made; how many have
you broken? Have you noticed that the bible is full of promises? Do bible
promises get broken? I hope not, or, as Saint Paul reminds us (1C15v17), if
they are not true our faith may be in vain. In fact in psalm 89 (v34) God says
“I will not break my covenant, or alter the word that went forth from my
lips.” And what did Joshua say to the people as they took possession and
settled in the land of Canaan, the land that God had promised to them? “Not
one of the good promises that Yahweh has made to the house of Israel has
failed; all came to pass” (Joshua 21v45).      
The Good news Bible translates Psalm 146 v6 as “He-God-always keeps his
promises”, just as Joshua had demonstrated to Israel. Paul further reminds us
(2Cor1v20) that “all the promises of God find their Yes in him”, they find
their Yes-their fulfilment-in Jesus. 
 
When Paul was writing from Corinth around AD 57 to the beleaguered
Christians in Rome during his third missionary journey, he gave them a
wonderful, and sustaining promise, “For if we have been united with him
(Jesus) in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a  
resurrection like his” (Rom6v5). Remember, it is our baptism which
symbolises our death with Jesus, and that promise from Paul then gives to us
the great hope our Christian faith, the resurrection to a new and eternal life.
 
In Matthew’s gospel (Chapter 10) we have three clear promises that Jesus
gave to His twelve disciples before sending them out to the surrounding
Jewish towns, which should also be encouraging to us his present disciples.
Jesus promises them that if they acknowledge him before men, then he will
acknowledge them before God our Father (v32). It is a powerful promise,
especially when at times we may be fearful, not just at this time with the
corona virus is before us all, but when fearful of nailing our colours to the
mast and saying that we are a followers of Jesus.
 
Jesus then goes further and promises that those who loose their life for
 following Him, they will truly find life (v39), will find eternal life. That is a
powerful promise for those who feel threatened for being Christians. We
think especially of our persecuted brothers and sisters, those who may
literally be called upon to give up their lives because they will not recant
their Christian faith, and how important it is to hold them in our prayers.
 
Then Jesus promises to us that if we do good to those in need we shall
receive a reward when the time comes (v42). How important it is to show
our faith through what we do for our neighbours, especially at this time
when normal ‘Church’ is in suspension.    



when normal ‘Church’ is in suspension.    
 
So should we not all make more of the promises that we find throughout our
bibles? Would they not make living out our Christian lives more victorious,
and also help us to overcome the many obstacles that are strewn along this
earthly pilgrimage?
 
I was once told how good and helpful it is to mark in the margin of our
bibles all the promises that we come across with a letter p. I am sad to say
that I have not really done that, and as a result have probably suffered many
unnecessary trials in learning the lessons God is intent on teaching me.
It would also have helped me answer for myself how many promises there
are in our scriptures. How many do you think there may be?
I have read that some say there are over 3573 promises, and another says in
excess of 5467. Of course, it rather depends how you define a promise and
how you recognise one as such.
 
What I wonder is your favourite bible promise? Maybe for many it would be
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just, and will forgive us our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1Jn1v9). That promise is for all
people, anywhere, at any time, is the foundation of our faith, and has eternal
consequences beyond our imaginations.
 
So to conclude this short reflection I have a question for you. What is the
last promise in the bible?
“Surely I am coming soon” (Rev22v20). This is what Jesus said to the
apostle John to conclude his revelation. I trust that our response may be like
the Christians in Corinth, “Come, Lord Jesus” (1Cor16v22). That response
‘Maranatha,’ come Lord, may have been one of the Church’s earliest creedal
statements, and is even more relevant for us today in these times of great
uncertainty.


