
Are you a watchman? Revd. Mike Loader Assistant Priest 
 
Do you ever read the Prophet Ezekiel? I know it contains some very ‘imaginative’ 
descriptions of the ‘Glory of God’ which can be hard to understand, but what do you make 
of God’s twice repeated warning to Ezekiel concerning ‘the watchman on the walls’? As 
this word from God was given twice to the prophet (Ez 3v16-21, 33v1-9) it was clearly 
meant to be taken seriously, so does it hold any relevance for us as Christians in this post 
modern, and enlightened, twenty first century? 
 
In the sixth century when Ezekiel was prophesying, the watchman standing on the high 
city wall had a most responsible role as he looked over the surrounding countryside for 
any possible incoming dangers. He was there with a trumpet, ready to sound a warning. 
 
God declared that Ezekiel was like a watchman to the nation, and like the watchman on 
the walls, his observation could go in three possible ways. If the watchman saw a danger 
and sounded the trumpet, the people could hear and get prepared, or they could neglect the 
warning and so suffer the consequences. The watchman could even decide that when he 
saw the danger he would not bother to blow the trumpet, and he and all the people would 
then bare the consequences. But for the prophet God would hold him alone accountable 
for not communicating His-God’s message to the people.  
 
This is a sobering thought for us as Christians, do we have a message, a message of great 
hope, the gospel, that God requires us to communicate to our society, and what if we do 
not? 
 
Let me apply that thought to our recent (15th November) Sunday morning readings for the 
second Sunday before Advent, Zephaniah 1v7, 12-18, and 1 Thessalonians 5v1-11, it may 
be helpful to read those again. You will notice a very significant phrase occurs ‘the day of 
the Lord’. What may that mean and be referring to? Is it something to take note of and 
may it disturb us? 
 
Let us start by first remembering that God has called us to become His born again 
children, He cares for us, holding us in the palm of His hand, so our hope and trust is in 
Him. And second, that God declared to Isaiah (Is 46v9-10) that, “I am God, there is none 
like me, declaring the end from the beginning.” God has given to the prophets His word so 
that we can take confidence in Him as we see events of many colours unfolding before our 
eyes. As about a third of the scriptures is prophecy, it must be there for some purpose, to 
support our hope and trust in the true and living God.  
 
The writer to the Hebrews (1v1-2) put it like this, “God, at various times and in various 
ways spoke in time past by the prophets, and in these last days has spoken by His Son, 
whom He has appointed heir of all things.” We share that hope and promise. 
 
So then, what of that ‘day of the Lord’? First, Zephaniah was using it to refer to the 
immanent danger about to befall Jerusalem and Judea from the Babylonian king 
Nebuchadnezzar, and to the resulting destruction of Solomon’s Temple in 586BC. But the 
prophet also refers to ‘the day of the Lord’s wrath’ (Zeph1v18), a day which would much 
later come to ‘all the inhabitants of the earth’. That day, I believe, is what we remember 



during this time of Advent, when the Lord Jesus will come again and make His second 
Advent. 
 
That time will be unmistakable for Jesus described it like this (Mtt 24v27), “For as the 
lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the 
Son of man.  
 
But when Paul was writing to the Christians in Thessalonica, he seems to refer to another 
‘day of the Lord’ that will come like ‘a thief in the night’ (1Thes5v2), what are we to 
make of that? That raises a controversial issue among Christians, commonly referred to as 
‘the rapture’, or ‘the snatching away’, and we cannot go into great detail now, but maybe 
at a later time if there is interest, but just a few comments now. 
 
On one occasion Jesus described that time like this (Luke 17v34-35), “I tell you in that 
night there will be two in a bed; one will be taken and the other left. There will be two 
women grinding together; one will be taken and the other left.” Saint Paul gives a little 
more detail saying (1Cor v51-52), “I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet…we shall 
be changed.” And to the Thessalonians Paul said (1Thes 4v17), “the dead in Christ will 
rise first; then we who are alive, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord.” 
 
That brothers and sisters is not a time to fear, but a great time to look forward to if it 
should come in our lifetime. We shall rises in our resurrection bodies to meet the Lord in 
the air; we shall meet our Saviour and Lord face to face, and be met with His loving gaze 
upon each one of us. As Paul went on to say to those Thessalonian Christians, “Therefore 
comfort one another with these words.” 
 
So with such a wonderful future ahead, should we not be like the prophetic watchman, and 
want those around to share in such a promised future? 
 
Blessings, and a happy, if different, Christmas to you all. Rev Mike      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


