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From the Vicarage
There is no other day to compare with Easter Day. It stands out from all the conflicts and turmoil of our
broken world. Early on the first Easter morning the power of God was revealed to a disbelieving world.
Death is conquered – Jesus Christ has risen from the dead. It was an event which not only altered the past
but also shaped the future. Nothing can be the same again. This is what makes Easter the greatest occasion
for the Church and for the world. All our hopes for the future stem from this one event in our history.
Easter announces that there is a way forward out of darkness. Easter assures us that transformation is
possible and that change can take place in our lives.
“Alleluia, Christ is Risen!” But how do people come to believe this is true?’ As a priest, I am constantly
surprised by the sheer variety of stories people tell about what has led them to say: ‘I believe’ when they
hear the Easter story. The stories are enormously varied: some people find life and meaning in worshiping
together, and that has persuaded them; some have experienced release from a problem or burden in their
life that they have tried to shake off for ages – and then suddenly it has happened. Some people have
stories of disasters, lives torn apart by tragedy – events in which nobody could find any meaning – and then
suddenly light comes out of darkness – a door opens to a different and brighter future – and all out of some
great suffering or seemingly meaningless catastrophe. There are some who bear with them the pain and
memory of a recent bereavement, and I think this will be particularly true this year as a result of the
ongoing pandemic, for which there are no quick or easy words of comfort. What there is, is the Easter
story and the promise of new life, and that is central to the Christian faith – it speaks of new life.
St.John records that the experience of one of the twelve disciples, Thomas. Thomas had not been with the
other disciples when they told him they had seen Jesus, he could not believe them. He was asking of them,
and of himself, the question that millions have asked after him: Did Jesus really rise physically from the
dead? “Unless I can see him and touch him,” he said, “I will not believe.” We make a huge mistake if we
simply dismiss Thomas as a man of little faith. He was not. I do not think we can blame him for not
accepting the disciples’ story without a shred of evidence. Thomas had seen Jesus die. He, like the other
disciples, was frightened, disheartened, and disillusioned, and he was unwilling to accept the word of
others.
The scene is vividly described. The doors of the upper room where the disciples were was locked, and Jesus
came and stood among them. He said to Thomas, “Reach out your finger, and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it into my side and believing.” This was the moment of transformation for Thomas, for,
in this moment, and, without touching Jesus, he understood the truth. Jesus had risen from the dead. To
believe in the resurrection is to trust that God has caught us up into living a new life in a transformed
world.

The resurrection of Jesus from the dead affirms that death is not the end for us. There is a life beyond our
mortal life in this world. Our existence is not limited by the cycle of birth to death. Easter is a turning point
which invites us to live in an entirely new way that goes beyond the limitations of this world. We are
challenged to become part of a new creation, inspired by the life of God. But, life depends on how we look
at it. It can be seen as an empty tomb, full of bitterness and confusion, or it can be seen as full of joy and
hope. The challenge for us is to appreciate God and to see his plan in the ordinary everyday events which
surround us, and to place our faith and trust in the ultimate goodness of his purposes. The challenge is to
open our hearts and minds to the risen Christ by allowing ourselves to be sent into the world to proclaim
the Good News of this new life and new creation to all people.
Call our Father, we thank you for the joy of this Easter. May all who celebrate the resurrection of
your Son experiences his power in their lives. We make this prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
With more hours of daylight, the joy of spring, enjoy Easter, and please stay safe and well.
With every blessing this Eastertide.
Chris Hardwick
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gulworthy Notes April 2021
We are nearly there!
I have been looking back a year to my first online contributions of notes from Gulworthy and confused
myself completely by finding that I appear to have written two different versions. Can’t for the life of me
remember which one actually got sent but one of them had listed all the events planned from March until
May, both in church and out – all of which were cancelled or postponed. Due to Covid.
This time last year, St. Paul’s and all places of worship throughout the UK, were closed. They were not even
allowed to be open for private prayer. I am sure I was not alone in feeling bereft of shared worship, even
though, having my own tame member of the clergy, we were able to celebrate communion every Sunday in
the wooden cabin at the top of the veg garden and it was actually a wonderful, prayerful experience. This
year we are open over Easter, our doors are open wide to greet everyone and we are nearly there!
We are nearly at the point when conversation can be of things other than Covid; when we can embrace
each other physically rather than waving at a screen; when we see loved ones and when we can together
approach the reality of the Cross over Holy Week.
In our online Lent group, we have been reading Sam Wells book “A Cross in the Heart of God”. It is an
excellent, challenging but readable book which has given us a wonderful opportunity to share experiences
of our lives and our faith and begin to understand the meaning behind the horrific events of Christ’s
suffering and death. It is a book that can be read and appreciated at any time during the Christian year and
rather than try to precis it, I just want to quote the last lines.
“Jesus hangs on the cross to show us the love that hangs on. Hang on to that love. It will never let you go.”
Diary
Thursday 1st April 7pm – Maundy Thursday Eucharist – a celebration of the first Last Supper.
Friday 2nd April 2pm – Good Friday prayer, music and reflexion.

Sunday 4th April 11.15am – Easter Sunday worship with singing outdoors!
St Paul’s continues to be open for collective worship every Sunday at 11.15am and for private prayer from
9am – 3pm every Wednesday.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Prayer for April
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St Luke’s Open Garden, Brentor
On Sunday 9th May Sally and Christopher Pancheri are
opening their garden and bluebell woodland.
Tickets have to be purchased on line from St. Luke’s
website (stlukes-hospice.org.uk) and should be available
soon. Numbers will have to be restricted and entry will
be either at 11.00am until 1.30pm or 2.30pm until
5.00pm.
Lunch and light refreshments are available for those
purchasing a morning ticket, and light refreshments for
our afternoon visitors.
We have undertaken a full risk assessment with St
Luke’s to make sure we can offer a Covid secure visit. As the numbers we can safely accommodate are
severely limited this year, we hope you will purchase your ticket as soon as they are available. There will be
no tickets sold on the day.
It is necessary for tickets to be sold on line so that St Luke’s have contact details if the Government decide
charity events cannot proceed nearer the date.

As you can imagine, it is a great deal of extra work to prepare for visitors this year but I am baking madly
and will make sure 250 pieces of cake are gift wrapped ready to be sold on 9th May for this very
worthwhile charity!
Love Sally and Christopher.
PS If you are not able to buy tickets for our garden there is another opportunity to visit gardens in Brentor
on Sunday 23 May when Rowden Farm and 3 other neighbouring gardens, (including Kate Kelly’s) have
teamed up.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tales from the Tower
Here we are in April - another month into 2021 and another month nearer to the easing of lockdown. Well,
it has to stop sometime, doesn’t it? Pandemics always do (historically) come to an end at some point. So
far, at least....
With freedom beckoning enticingly on the horizon, talk in the virtual Zoom tower which is all most of us
have known for a whole year now has turned to Easter ringing. Will it be allowed? How many ringers will be
able to gather in the tower and how long can they ring for? Will it be the same as at Christmas? Is it ever
going to be the same again?
Yes, of course it is! But maybe not just yet...
Guidance from the official ringing body, the Central Council, seems a little vague at the moment and
perhaps that’s inevitable. No two ringing chambers are alike – some are on the ground floor, some high in
the tower, some reached by a maze of narrow walkways and spiral stairs with dangerously crumbling stone
steps, some in the body of the church, in the chancel or nave. It’s not possible to offer a blanket guidance
for so many different situations. So, apart from a general reminder about social distancing, ventilation and
so forth, it seems to be left mainly to the tower captain and incumbent to work out.
Our own current thinking seems to be that we may be able to ring five of the bells, standing two metres
apart except for two bells which are rather close (I am speaking of the ropes and therefore the ringers
here) so would need to be rung by two members of the same household. Or we could ring a lighter six,
which would be in a minor key so sound a little unusual to those passing by but would allow the more
ancient and feeble members of the team, such as myself, to ring. (Some of us haven’t rung for a year now
and may well have lost upper-arm muscle, despite hours of waving tins of baked beans to music. The spirit
is willing but the locked-down muscle may be weak.)
Talks are being held even as I write, and quite possibly as you read. What the smaller, village churches with
their more confined spaces will do is yet another matter. Even those lucky enough to have two ringers in a
household will probably only be able to ring two bells for Easter.
Whatever is decided, we all hope very much that Easter will be welcomed by the sound of church bells; and
that, before the year ends, we may be ringing more normally and more regularly again. We just cannot
wait!
Donna Baker
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This Lockdown Year
This last year- it’s hard to see, God sent blessings for you and me,
Lockdowns come and Lockdowns go – in one whole year what is to show?
Firstly, worship not to share, no socialising seemed unfair.
One walk a day was no task – but how to smile behind a mask?
We looked to find a new way, and re-learnt caring every day.
For me Spring was hard to take – scones and cakes I started to bake!
Summer came, the sun was out, there was much more to shout about!
God’s blessings came all the time – the little things that showed a sign,
Kindnesses that people did – the talents shown that had been hid.
Autumn, then I went on line – at first a nightmare, then in time –
Through help from friends, phone calls too – now joined Facebook groups (a few),
I’m happy now I’ve joined zoom, my spiritual life I hope will bloom.
I seem to pray more each day, and seek forgiveness come what may.
Waiting with others dusk and dawn, for a new normal to be born.
Terry Townson (March 2021)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mission of the month for April – Mothers’ Union
Mothers’ Union is our Mission of the Month for April, with Jenny
Tremaine as the parish representative. In spite of the COVID 19
pandemic, support has continued locally by phone calls and
personal visits.
Particularly in Northern Ireland in the UNITED KINGDOM bumper
numbers in the Diocese of Down became involved in the ‘GRUB
CLUB’ organised by Rev’d Adrian Green of Mount Merrion
Church, providing local children and families with food during school holidays. They have had to adapt this
work due to the Covid restrictions, but organised a packed lunch giveaway instead. They have also been
providing grants to support the ‘Mums in May ‘ fund awarding money for approved projects across the
province.
The Mother’s union VICOBA group provides credit and savings in Tanzania to start small businesses to
benefit families; for example they have helped enable a Daisy group to supply coconut and soap oils,
providing increased income to pay for school fees and uniforms etc. Also from Zanzibar loans were used to
dig a well for fresh water, for fattening livestock and encouraging vegetable crops for sale in local markets.
The Mothers' Union also work in the Democratic Republic of Congo and in Rwanda, providing sewing
machines for disadvantaged women and families giving them the dignity to enable them to feed families
and neighbours.
This is just an insight of the work and support given by the Mothers' Union around the world, together with
prayer which is the heart of everything the Mothers’ Union does.
We will have a retiring collection during the month of April, to raise some desperately needed funds for this
charity, or you can donate through the front page of the church website, where the Mission of the Month is
displayed (www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk). Lastly, Jenny Tremaine is happy to receive donations as
well.

Jenny Tremaine
If you would like to know more about the work of the Mothers' Union, their website is
www.mothersunion.org.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paul’s New Testament Epistle to the Romans
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, Acts and Romans follow on -:
A rhyme that I remember from my Sunday school days - Paul’s third and final missionary journey need not
to have taken place other than to speak to and support the small group of Christians resident in Rome, the
capital city of the great Roman empire then at the height of its power and dominance. Paul did not intend
to travel to Rome, at least at this time, but after being imprisoned by Agrippa, the Roman puppet king, Paul
appealed at his subsequent trial to be tried by the Roman emperor, as was his right as a Roman citizen.
Hence a long sea journey taken in the autumn when the sea conditions were treacherous via Cyprus and
eventually Malta.
It was on a Maltese island, appropriately named now St. Paul’s bay, that the ship was wrecked. While the
sailors and soldiers lit a fire to dry out, Paul was bitten by a snake; he unexpectedly survived, the first of
several miracles in Malta. Paul stayed for 3 months on Malta during which much of his preaching took place
in the catacombs before departing for Rome for his hearing before the emperor.
Before this took place, however, he made contact with the small local community of Christians. His
message was one of reconciliation with the Jews, unfolding the gospel message that Jesus had died for all
who had faith in Jesus and his death on the cross, the cross of shame which was to become the cross of
glory and triumph.
Sadly before Paul’s hearing before the emperor he was martyred by beheading. Paul’s letter to the Romans
is considered to principally be one of reconciliation.
The letter to the Romans, I would say, is one of reconciliation for today too, among Christians of differing
traditions, putting to the world the message of love and respect for all.
Ian Silcox
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