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From the Curatage
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
I love that Easter response that bursts out of us on Easter morning, having not let an Alleluia pass our lips
for the whole of Lent. But we have been saying it now getting on for a whole month, and it maybe loses its
sparkle or freshness. Are we still supposed to be enthusiastic about the resurrection?
Well, according to the church calendar, yes. Easter is a season that lasts 50 days – which means that,
writing this at the end of April, we’ve still got a few weeks to go – until the Ascension, which we celebrate
this year on 13 May. And I wonder whether, this year in particular, we are more in need than ever of
grasping the joy and magnitude of the resurrection? And I wonder whether it took Jesus’ disciples all of
those fifty days – the sight of a scarred body that they’d last seen hanging on a cross appearing out of
nowhere, walking and talking; the meals on the beach, walking together, the hugs and touches on the
shoulder, the conversations about scripture and what it all meant – all that life together, to fully
understand what had happened? To begin to believe that the trauma and finality of the crucifixion and
death of Christ was not, beyond all rationality, the end of the story. To begin to live beyond the grief and
fear that they had experienced. I wonder whether it was only after those fifty days of community, of
reassurance, that the disciples were ready for Jesus to ascend to the Father, had the confidence and
assurance to go out and proclaim the Good News of Christ’s resurrection?
And I wonder whether the same might be true for us? Whether we might need the whole 50 days of being
reminded, again and again, every time we go to church and worship together that Christ is risen – he is
risen indeed – and for that to draw out the Alleluia! from us. Especially after this last year, with its
restrictions, and anxiety, and frustration, and boredom, and loneliness. To believe that there can be
resurrection after the metaphorical deaths of this pandemic.
In saying this I don’t want to distract from the very real grief that those who have lost loved ones over this
last year will be feeling, whether they died from Covid or for any other reason. Their deaths, and the
limitations on loved ones saying goodbye, are a tragedy, and cast a shadow that will not disappear, though
it may change or ease over time.
Nevertheless, our Christian hope is that the resurrection is true, that nothing is beyond God’s power to
bring new life from things and places that we were sure were dead – even when we aren’t quite sure we’re
ready to believe it. Even when we’ve laid to rest the idea that we might go out shopping again, or meet up

with friends, or go away, or visit family, go out for a meal, or even go back to church. It might take a little
bit of time for us to believe that these things are worth the risk again – and that is ok. We have a God who
knows that it takes us time to believe and hope – maybe the 50 days of this season of Easter. But in the
fulness of time, as people continue to be vaccinated, and cases drop, and restrictions ease, and we begin to
believe that there is life after the pandemic, I’m looking forward to seeing you out and about, and having
coffee and a chat. Because Christ is still risen – he is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Rosie Illingworth
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Gulworthy Notes for May
Dear Friends,
Back in February I wrote about the importance of community fundraising events in order to maintain our
church and to keep it open for worship and wider outreach.
In 2020 and for much of 2021 we have been unable to hold such events and so we found ourselves in a
position where we felt we needed to appeal to the wider community of Gulworthy.
Gulworthy – Thank you so much for your support! You have responded with such generosity and love that
we have been bowled over. Your care and understanding of the importance of St Paul’s has been
outstanding and we now find ourselves able to plan again in confidence for the future and with a massive
weight of worry lifted from our collective shoulders.
We continue to minister to, and to be a place of peace and sanctuary within, the Parish and with your help
we can now look to new ways of being central to the lives of the residents of Gulworthy.
Thank you and God Bless you.
APCM – Annual Parochial meeting.
With much discussion and with guidance from the Diocese for adhering to the covid rules that will come
into effect on 17th May, the PCC have decided to have a live APCM meeting held in St Paul’s Church. This
will be on Monday 17th May starting with communion at 7pm with the meeting following at 7.40pm. This
meeting is open to all those on the electoral roll and if you wish to be added to that roll, please let us know
and we can send the relevant forms. Contact details below.
We will be socially distanced and masked. In order to make the evening go smoothly and safely, we will be
sending the reports and agenda by email. We do ask you to read the reports in advance and submit any
questions to the PCC secretary before the meeting as we will not be able to have questions in person on
the evening. Unfortunately, we don’t think it will be possible to stream the meeting as the local mobile
signal can be erratic to say the least!
I do hope you will feel able to join us as we put the last year behind us and look to the future of St Paul’s.
Please email Gill on the address below if you wish us to send you reports or forms.
Many thanks
Gill Reed
smallmammal@hotmail.co.uk
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St Luke’s Open Garden, Brentor, Update
Update by Sally and Christopher 30 April: There has
now been a change of plan, so tickets, £5 per person, can
be bought on the day and not only online.
The event is on Sunday 9 May at Thorn Cottage, Brentor.
You can come either for the morning 11-1.30
(ploughman’s lunch/tea and cake), or for the afternoon
2.30pm-5.00pm (tea and cake).
Please come dressed for the weather, although St E has
kindly lent us their marquee for shelter. There will be the
usual plant stall, and our lovely friend Jo, is hoping to sing for us whilst we eat! If you would like to
contribute to a raflle prize please bring it along too.
There will be orange arrows from Brentor, with St Luke’s logo, to help you reach your destination. Masks
should be worn just whilst waiting for refreshments to be served please.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Prayer for May
When evil darkens our world, give us light. When despair numbs our souls, give us hope. When we
stumble and fall, lift us up. When doubts assail us, give us faith. When nothing seems sure, give us trust.
When ideals fade, give us vision. When we lose our way, be our guide! That we may find serenity in Your
presence, and purpose in doing Your will.
John D. Rayner
I've found this prayer and think it's rather beautiful. John Rayner was one of the last children to be
evacuated from Berlin aboard the Kindertransport trains, and subsequently served in the British Army from
1943 - 47. You probably know of him already - ordained as a Rabbi, and served as chairman of the London
Society of Christians and Jews.
Hugh Walkington
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summer Fete 2021
Saturday 26 June

It's on! The Friends of St Eustachius are delighted to report that plans are in hand to hold the church
summer fete on the green on Saturday 26 June. The usual array of stalls will be on display, with something
for everyone.
If you have any books, quality bric-a-brac or would like to help in any way, please contact Judy Hirst on
07894538131 or judyhh@btinternet.com
Thank you!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tales from the Tower
Easter has come and gone, and with it the chance to ring the bells again, if only a few of them still. I had the
pleasure of being able to join in at last on Easter Day, when we could ring six of our ten bells - the full ten
have not been heard for over a year now - and then again, unexpectedly and sadly, when we gathered a
team together at just a few hours’ notice to ring half muffled for the death of the Duke of Edinburgh. Phil
and Jane also walked in on the day of the funeral to toll one bell, as requested all over the country.
Making important announcements is one of the age-old functions of bells, whether in churches or not.
Their sound carries over many miles and when there were very few other means of transmitting
information, bells have always played a major part. They could announce natural disasters such as floods,
notably on the east coasts, invasion - during the first part of the Second World War the normal ringing of
church bells was forbidden because they were designated as a warning of just that - and, of course, the
death of a monarch or senior royal. And they have always been a joyous sound for happier occasions important births and marriages and civil as well as religious occasions.
It’s a wonderful thing, when you come to think of it, that this marvellous sound, the largest musical
instrument of all, requiring a band of people to create it, is not just restricted to the high and the mighty.
We can all enjoy the sound but we can also all enjoy using church bells to make our own announcements we can have them rung for our own weddings, modest though they may be, and even, occasionally, for
baptisms and funerals. (Usually, we ring only for the funeral of a fellow-ringer, but it has been known for
someone to ask to have them at their own or a loved one’s funeral.)
So when shall we once again be able to ring regularly, for services and our own practices - which we are
going to need, before we regain the standard we enjoyed pre-Covid? I think I ask this question every month
but the answer does seem to be creeping nearer. 17 May is the magic date when we are permitted to ring
again regularly, still only up to six bells, but for as long as 45 minutes (broken into shorter periods as far as I
am concerned!) and perhaps even on Tuesday evenings as well, with only six alllowed in the tower at any
time it is going to take some organising but Phil has nobly agreed to take on this task.
And then there’s the question of safety. Many of us have been ‘double jabbed’ but some not jabbed at all.
Perhaps testing is the answer here. If ringers who have not yet been, or wished to be, vaccinated against
Covid, are willing to take a test before coming to the tower, would that be sufficient to allay the concerns
of those who might still feel vulnerable?

Perhaps by next month we will have the answer. We will surely, by then, have heard the bells ringing out
again on Sundays and even on other days too. Practices - weddings - visiting ringers.....Can we really be
close to returning to normal?
I hope so. And I wish everyone well as we step cautiously into our - hopefully - post-Covid future.
Donna Baker
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mission of the month for May – Christian Aid
Christian Aid is an ecumenical charity concerned mainly with
third world countries now known as developing countries. It
started at the end of the second world war, mainly in Europe, but
is now world wide. Its main funding activity is during to the
second week of May, which is why we have it as our Mission for
May.
This year, as for last year, our funding is in 4 ways:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Through Christian Aid envelopes available in church
By a retiring collection after the 9.45am Sunday service
By donations by cheque direct to me
Online donations via Virgin Giving, which go to the PCC bank account, including Gift Aid if you wish.
This can be done through the church website www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk. Look for the
Christian Aid banner on the opening page of the website.

All funds collected will be forwarded to Christian Aid at the end of the month. As in previous years it is
hoped that you will be able to contribute.
Thank You very much
Ian Silcox
Parish Christian Aid representative
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Prayer for Sevenfold Blessings.
Hidden within Saint Paul’s letter to the Christians at Colossae is a wonderful little prayer for blessings. Take
a moment to read chapter 1 and verses 9 to 12. What do you see in this prayer?
It was clearly a prayer that Paul and his companions, particularly Timothy, prayed regularly for the
Christians meeting in Colossae, ‘We have not ceased to pray …’ And what was Paul and Timothy praying for
them? For seven blessings.
The first blessing is to be ‘filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding’.
What a lovely prayer to offer up to our all hearing God and Father for our brothers and sisters. But how is
that knowledge and understanding to be obtained? Well, you will all know what will be my answer by now.
It comes through reading the scriptures. The Greek word used for knowledge here has the implication of a
full and accurate knowledge. Perhaps we could say that we need to be faithful to the revealed words of
God as originally given in our scriptures. And that also comes through Prayer and Meditation, and through
sharing the word of God with other believers.

But why do we need spiritual wisdom? In Ephesians 5 verses 15 to 19, Paul tells us that we need wisdom
‘because the days are evil’. We live at a time when the commandments and statutes given to us by God for
the benefit of a sound and stable society have been, and increasingly are being, undermined by deceit and
human traditions. And we need understanding so that we know what should be the appropriate and
correct behaviour and response for us as Christians in whatever situation we may find ourselves in.
The second blessing is that we should ‘walk worthy of the Lord’. Our walk should be of concern to us as in
Ephesians 4 verses 1 to 3, Paul reminds us that we have been ‘called by God’. Called not only to be a people
of peace, but also called to be God’s ‘image bearers’ to the world. Now that is some calling!
And we are to walk worthy of the Lord as thirdly, ‘that pleases God’, and I believe that we shall be blessed
as a result. We are also fourthly to ‘bear fruit in every good work’. Perhaps that reminds us of what our
Lord’s brother James tells us in his letter (James 2v14 to 17) that ‘faith without works is dead’. We know
that we are not saved by doing good works, but through our faith and trust in Jesus, but that faith must
also show signs of good works in our lives, as it does in many of you.
The fifth blessing we can pray for one another is that, ‘We increase in the knowledge of God’. We need to
pray that for each other or we shall remain immature in our Christian life and our faith will stay weak. Paul
saw this in the lives of some of the Christians in Corinth (1 Cor3v2) where he could only give them ‘milk not
solid food’, and the writer to the Hebrew Christians also takes up that thought (Heb 5v12). So we can see
how important is our need to engage with the scriptures if we are to grow and become mature Christians,
and to become true disciples of our Lord.
The sixth blessing that we can pray for is to be ‘strengthened with all power’. If we do not have that power,
the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, all our efforts will fail and we shall feel defeated. We also need
the power of the Holy Spirit because Paul reminds us (Eph 6v12) that we as Christians are in a spiritual
battle. Paul tells us that our lives are on the front line as we ‘struggle not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this world’s darkness’.
We struggle against all the deceit and evil around us, but Halleluiah, Jesus has said (John 16v33), “I have
told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
I have overcome the world.” And Saint John reminds us (1 John 4v4) that ‘He who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world’. ‘He’ is The Holy Spirit, who can give us the victory in any spiritual battle.
And finally, the seventh blessing we pray for is that we ‘attain steadfastness and patience’. If you are
anything like me you know just how much we do indeed need patience in our lives, and that we also need
to build up the steadfastness of our faith.
God is in the business of building and changing our character, changing it so that we may become like His
dear Son, like our Lord Jesus Christ.
May I encourage you to pray these blessings over one another and look to see the result that it will bring.
Blessings to you all, Rev Mike.
(Based upon one of our recent zoom small group Bible studies. Please join us)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paul’s Two Epistles to the Corinthians
The Christian Corinthians were a considerably mixed group, both racially and socially. Corinth was a major
city in the Roman empire, lying on major trade routes, and all kinds of people lived there. Paul attempted
to deal with the difficulties of the population, addressing his letters to them all and urging them to follow

Jesus Christ. He himself had founded the church in Corinth and he was saddened by the immoral behaviour
of the resident Christian groups. In particular in his first letter he tries to answer the complex problems, one
by one:
1. How they should live righteously in marriage or the single state 5 : 7
2. How to live together in peace and harmony
3. The importance of worship and fellowship with each other
These 2 letters, to me, show the importance of living together - a message as important today as it always
has been in history.
Ian Silcox
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