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From the Vicarage

A 5-session course beginning Thursday, 1st July 2021, via ZOOM
How do questions about identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage fit within the bigger picture of the
good news of Jesus Christ? What does it mean to live in love and faith together as a Church? Christians in
Devon are being invited to “listen and learn together” by running the Church of England’s Living in Love and
Faith course looking at these issues.
Living in Love and Faith (LLF) is a five-week course supported by a wide range of recourses prepared by the
national church. The resources include a book, study guides, podcasts and a powerful series of real-life
personal story films. The course book (see details later) begins with an invitation from the Bishops of the
Church of England to embark on a learning journey. The course aims to help us think more deeply about
what it means to be human and about how to live in love and faith. All around us we see changing
understandings of human identity, changing patterns in relationships and families, changing sexual
attitudes and activity. What does it mean for followers of Jesus to walk in love, faith and holiness today?
Each of the five sessions explores a particular topic. An opening reflection about learning together is
followed by two sessions of teaching, time for discussion, and a Bible study. The sessions end with an
invitation to reflect on our learning, bringing it to God in prayer. The Church of England website says:
“The hope is for people in Church of England churches across the country to use the LLF resources to
study and pray together. The resources are designed to encourage and enable engagement and learning
in a variety of settings. This church-wide learning together, listening to one another, and listening to
God is part of discerning a way forward for the Church of England in relation to matters of identity,
sexuality, relationships and marriage. The purpose of the resources is to enable the Church of England
churches across the country to participate in a process of learning and praying together as part of
discerning a way forward in relation to matters of identity, sexuality, relationships and marriage.

The Church of England is keenly aware that issues of gender and sexuality are intrinsic to
people’s experience; their sense of identity; their lives and the loving relationships that shape and
sustain them. We also know that the life and mission of our Church - and of the worldwide Anglican
Communion - are affected by the deep, and sometimes painful, disagreements among us which have
been debated and discussed on many occasions over the years.
These divisions have come into sharper focus because of society’s changing perspectives and practices,
especially in relation to lesbian, gay, transgender, bisexual and intersex people. The Church wants to
understand what it means to follow Christ in love and faith given the questions about human identity
and the variety of patterns of relationship emerging in our society, including marriage, civil partnership,
cohabitation, celibacy and friendship.
The LLF resources explore these matters by studying what the Bible, theology, history and the social and
biological sciences have to say, and by telling the real-life stories of followers of Christ with diverse
experiences and convictions.
We hope that people in worshipping communities across the country will get involved and use the
resources to learn together. That is why there is a range of resources in a variety of formats.
We believe that the Holy Spirit will be active among us as we pray, study and deliberate together to
discover Christ’s call to the Church today. We do this with a deep sense of hopefulness for a future in
which Christians can follow Christ together joyfully, fruitfully and with integrity.”
All the resources can be found at https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/living-love-and-faith.
The course book “Living in Love & Faith” is also available from Church House Publishing.
If you would like to take part in the course (Thursday, 7.00 pm via ZOOM), then please email me at
vicar@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk and a ZOOM link will be sent to you. The course dates are:
Thursday 1st July 2021
Thursday 8th July 2021
Thursday 15th July 2021
Thursday 22nd July 2021
Thursday 29th July 2021
If you would like to know more before our course starts then Bishop Jackie is introducing LLF at an open
meeting of the Deanery Synod on Tuesday, 15th June 2021 (7.00 pm onwards), via ZOOM, to which
everyone is invited. If you would like a link to this meeting then please email inman.anne@gmail.com
(Deanery Secretary) or me, on the address above.
………..
Personal News
As many of you will know from the announcement made at our Annual Parochial Church Meetings, I am
to retire on the 31st October 2021, having been Vicar of Tavistock, Gulworthy and Brent Tor since
January 2015. My final service will be held in Tavistock Parish Church on 17th October 2021 at 9.45 am
to which everyone is very welcome. Following a career in finance and banking, I was ordained in 1992
and I have been very fortunate to minister as a priest and serve churches and people in a variety of
places. It has been my joy and privilege to do so. After 45 years of work, I have chosen to retire this

year, and whilst it is, understandably, a time of mixed emotions, I feel the time is right. I know I will miss
you.
With my love and prayers
Christopher Hardwick
Vicar
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gulworthy Notes for June
I see I wrote “nature notes” last year in lieu of news from the parish as there hadn’t been any events to
report on. I noted that the damsel flies were out, the flag iris flowering and the wildlife very active. The
unusual but so far, useless, Morwellham pear blossomed well again and actually has a lot more baby
fruit than last year so maybe this is the beginning of a beautiful friendship? It’s taken a bit longer this
year for everything to get going with a dry and cold April and a wet and cold May, but it looks like it’s all
change now and we seem to be in a warmer bit of typical English early summer – is it officially summer
or is it still spring?
17th May came and we were all able at last to greet our loved ones and get the green light to give them
a longed-for hug. We had the joy of meeting our first grandchild in person and getting many a cuddle, a
gurgle, a blowing of bubbles and a satisfyingly full nappy. Absolute bliss! I hope you have all had the
same chance to see family at last, though I must admit, it does feel strange after so long to be in a room
with more than one other person and we still have a long way to go before we can be absolutely safe.
Hopefully, the end of this month will see us back to an almost normal life, but I think it will take a while
to feel completely comfortable again.
Gulworthy Church would normally be planning summer and Autumn events around now. It’s still
unknown if we will hold the Dog Show this year and again, it depends on the June relaxation as to
whether or not it might happen. Meanwhile, as I mentioned last month, we are so grateful for the
financial help that came from Gulworthy Parish, without which we would be struggling. On that note –
as we look to the future of St Paul’s, it would be wonderful to have opinions from the parish as to how
the church can continue to be relevant within the community and can also look to doing more.
We held our APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) “live” in the church on 17th May at which we
discussed the past year. We have survived and our congregation has been steadfast and loving
throughout all the trials thrown at churches over this time. Perhaps we can be reminded of simpler
times and of the beginnings of the Christian Church when the faith was held by just a few people. It has
actually been a wonderful experience, though I know we are all longing to sing! The bats won’t know
what’s hit them – they’ve had a quiet year!
Meanwhile, we plan for the future of St Paul’s as we learn of our vicar, Chris’s retirement, announced at
the APCM. It is a while ahead and much more will be said in the next few months. Suffice it to say, we
will be wishing him, Sarah and the family well as they plan for the future.
We pray for all in Gulworthy - that they continue to stay well and that we will all be able to embrace at
the beginning of July. Most importantly, at this time, we send our love and prayers to our wonderful
organist Barry Hodge, whose wife, Elizabeth, died last month. God bless you Barry – we look forward to
raising the roof with song and your magnificent playing very soon. Thank you for all you do for us.
With love and blessings – St Paul’s
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Prayer for June
A prayer for Farmers and for the Farming Community Network, our Mission of the Month:
Lord, we bring to you our thanks
for the food on our plates
and for the glory of the natural world around us.
You brought this world into being out of your love
and asked us to care for it.
We ask for your blessing now on all those who work the land to produce our food,
and who care for it to be handed down to the next generation.
We pray for the struggles farmers face,
economically, emotionally, with the weather and with paperwork.
Bless the work of The Farming Community Network that they may walk with the farming community
through all these struggles in the name of your Son,
who brought again your love for us and told us to love others.
Amen
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summer Fete 2021
Saturday 26 June

The Friends of St Eustachius are delighted that the scheduled Summer Fete on the 26th of June, is going
ahead on the church green, on the basis that most of the restrictions will be lifted by then.
There will be the usual array of stalls. The flyer above has all the details.
As you know, such an event depends upon the generosity of people to support it, and I should be very
grateful to hear from you if you would like to help in any way. We are collecting books and bric a brac and
hoping for some cakes for the ever popular tea tent. Whatever, we would love to see you on the day – and
if you could bring along some sunshine with you, that would be even better!

My contact details are: Judy Hirst, 01822 617569 or 07894538131, judyhh@btinternet.com
Thank you!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tales from the Tower
So did you hear the bells ring out on Tuesday evening? I tried to let as many people as possible know, via
the Tavistock Times and Facebook pages, and even if you didn’t see those, you should have heard us (if you
live within earshot, that is). And with luck and a fair, following wind, you will hear us again on Sunday
mornings from now on, as well as on Tuesday evenings, for practice.
After over a year away, apart from a few weeks last summer and some special occasions, some of us did
feel we needed the practice. Not necessarily for our handling skills - like so many skills, it really is like riding
a bike and you don’t forget - nor even for our knowledge of method ringing and striking; but, for myself at
least, the arm and shoulder muscles have got lazy. There really isn’t much exercise, apart from swinging
tins of baked beans about (something I keep meaning to do but never get around to) that can keep those
muscles in trim. Only swimming, and we haven’t been able to do much of that lately either.
So, although only six of us are currently allowed to ring at a time, and we can only be in the tower for 45
minutes, it was a fairly tentative beginning. But we managed some call changes, and a plain course each of
Cambridge Surprise Minor and Stedman Doubles, so felt we had made a good start. And, because we have
more than six ringers, we are now working to a rota so that all of us have a fair chance. (It will be my turn
again on 30 May.)
Sadly, one of our number, Andy, is moving ‘up-country’ soon, so this and next Sunday are to be his final
appearances. As one of our more accomplished ringers, he will be much missed. However, we took the
opportunity to go indoors (indoors!) for a farewell drink with him. (And thank goodness we could, as it was
pouring with rain - as usual - so would have been a rather hasty farewell and a much diluted drink if we had
had to sit outside!) This means we have lost two ringers during the last year, as another of our most
experienced ringers has decided to retire.
We do have those who began to learn before the pandemic swept everything aside, and thanks to Phil and
his Zoom meetings and RingingRoom practices they have not only stayed, but have persevered and honed
their mental skills. They will be equally glad to get back into the tower and regain their practical ability. But
there is always room in a tower for more learners, of all ages. Not just yet, because of social distancing, but
as soon as is possible we shall probably be encouraging new beginners.
Meanwhile, listen for the bells on Tuesdays and Sundays. They sound a little different at present but as
soon as we are allowed to ring the whole ten, you may be sure we will be there. And with what joy the bells
will peal out over Tavistock when that happens! I know they have been missed by the people of Tavistock,
just as we the ringers have missed ringing them. It will be another step back to normality, and one that can
include us all.
Donna Baker
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2021 Exons Festival Cancelled
Following a careful risk assessment and advice from Steven Brown, Devon’s director of public health, we
have very sadly decided not to proceed with plans for an Exons Festival this year, especially bearing in mind
the fact that most of the singers rely on the generosity of host families during the week and a team of
wonderful volunteers to provide them with supper. In the meantime, Exons are still hoping to be able to
meet up for a concert which they can then record or stream for us and they very much look forward to a

great festival in Tavistock in 2022. If anybody would like to be added to the list of hosts for next year, or
help with publicity please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Daniel Leonard-Williams [01822 618064]
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mission of the month for June – Farming Community Network
The Mission of the Month for June is the Farming Community
Network (FCN). Read all about it below, and if you would like to
make a donation please open this link to our church website and
follow the link to make a donation:
http://www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk/mission-month-junefarm-community-network/

If you would
learn more

like to
about the

Farming Community Network, you can visit their website at https://fcn.org.uk

Paul’s Letter to the Galations
This letter was written by Paul to refute what some Jewish Christians were saying, that the Law of Moses
had to be followed; Paul maintained that it was only by following Christ that anyone could be saved.
Paul seemingly wrote this letter about AD 47 before the council meeting in Jerusalem, and it is considered
to be one of his earliest letters.
Noteworthy passages are:1 Living by faith 2 : 19-21 2 All are one in Christ 3: 28
3 God sent his son 4. 4-5
4 The fruit of the Holy Spirit 5: 22-23
With our present world wide crisis with the evil of Covid 19 virus, it is so necessary to maintain the belief in
the power of the Trinity - Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Wishing all readers a very happy Trinity and a virus free life for you and those you care for.
IAN SILCOX
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

