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From	the	Vicarage	
	
Early	into	2020	the	Covid19	pandemic	took	hold	and	as	a	country	we	were	asked	to	stay	at	home.	The	
broadcast	of	Church	services,	Bible	and	study	groups	on-line,	and	video	reflections	and	messages,	became	
the	new	‘norm”.	“ZOOM”	and	“TEAMS”	meetings	replaced	face-to-face	gatherings.	During	the	pandemic	
we	have	found	new	ways	of	worshiping	and	being	together.	With	robust	risk	assessments	in	place,	we	have	
worked	hard	to	worship	and	pray	together	and	to	care	for	one	another	in	our	community.		As	the	
restrictions	are	gradually	easing,	I	am	pleased	to	see	our	full	pattern	of	worship,	prayer,	and	outreach	to	
our	schools,	nursing	homes,	hospitals,	and	the	wider	community,	returning	across	the	Benefice.	
	
Now,	after	nearly	seven	years	as	vicar	of	our	four	churches,	I	am	to	retire.	My	last	service	will	be	in	in	
Tavistock	Parish	Church	on	Sunday,	17th	October	2021	at	9.45	am.	I	extend	an	invitation	to	everyone	to	this	
service	and	hope	it	will	be	possible	for	you	to	come,	and	for	me	to	say	farewell	to	you	in	person.	It	has	been	
a	real	privilege	to	be	your	vicar	and	to	be	part	of	the	church	in	Tavistock,	Gulworthy	and	Brent	Tor.	There	
are	too	many	of	you	to	name	in	person,	but	you	know	the	invaluable	part	you	take	in	making	our	Benefice	
the	very	special	place	it	is,	and	how	much	I	appreciate	all	that	you	do	day-by-day.	I	have	been	fortunate	to	
get	to	know	faithful	Christians	in	our	parishes	and	to	work	with	excellent	colleagues,	both	ordained	and	lay.	
Together	we	have	built	a	large	and	active	ministry	team	across	our	four	churches.	I	thank	you	all,	each	and	
every	one	of	you,	for	your	support,	and	I	pray	for	discernment	and	wisdom	as	the	process	to	select	the	next	
Vicar	begins.	
	
With	my	love,	prayers,	and	God’s	Blessing	
	
Christopher	Hardwick,	Vicar	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 October	2021	
	
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Gulworthy	Notes	for	October	

Many	thanks	to	Judith	Blowey	for	taking	over	Gulworthy	Notes	last	month	and	for	being	far	more	up	to	
date	with	the	life	of	Gulworthy	than	I	could	ever	be!		
	
John	and	I	have	had	the	joy	of	seeing	family	and	friends	over	the	summer	and	of	travelling	up	to	
Northumberland	beyond	Hadrian’s	Wall	to	an	area	none	of	our	family	party	knew	at	all.	There	was	initially	
a	slight	nervousness	at	attending	the	wedding	in	Alnwick	of	a	young	man	who	we	have	know	since	he	was	8	
–	far	more	people	in	one	place	than	we	have	seen	for	a	year	and	so	it	felt	quite	strange	and	a	little	
exposing!	It	did,	however,	make	us	count	our	blessings	yet	again,	that	not	only	were	we	able	to	travel	to	
such	a	fun	event,	but	that	we	then	had	the	additional	joy	of	a	week	spent	with	our	grown	children,	their	
partners	and	our	first	grandchild.	It	has	been	a	tough	year	for	those	who	have	been	isolated	either	by	



necessity	or	by	circumstances	beyond	their	control.	There	is	still	a	lot	of	help,	care	and	healing	required	
from	those	of	us	who	have	been	luckier.	
	
So	saying	–	we	had	our	first	church	event	for	over	a	year	with	a	Harvest	celebration	followed	by	a	shared	
supper	in	the	Parish	Hall.	The	church	had	been	beautifully	decorated	and	the	service	gave	thanks	for	the	
glory	of	the	harvest	and	celebrated	all	that	our	farmers	provide	for	us.	As	I	sit	writing	this,	the	rain	is	almost	
torrential	and	we	can	but	pray	that	‘all	is	safely	gathered	in.’	About	30	people	attended	the	service	and	it	
was	a	great	community	event,	though	we	greatly	missed	Peter	Blowey	auctioning	20	overgrown	courgettes.	
Maybe	next	year…..?		Other	church	events	to	follow	in	the	diary	below.		
	
Another	joy	was	the	Ordination	to	the	priesthood	of	Rosie	Illingworth	and	Hazel	Butland	on	25th	September	
and	their	separate	celebrations	of	their	first	Communion	services	at	St	Eustachius	and	Brent	Tor.	God	Bless	
them	in	their	ministry	and	help	us	to	support	them	during	the	Vacancy.	
	
No	doubt,	we	will	all	try	to	take	the	opportunity	to	say	our	farewells	to	Chris	Hardwick	as	he	retires	from	
full	time	ministry.	I	remember	hearing	a	sermon	when	someone	referred	to	reTYREment;	the	shedding	of	
one	set	of	wheels	and	the	taking	on	of	a	fresh	pair	to	carry	one	forward	on	the	next	exciting	part	of	the	
journey.	Thank	you,	Chris	and	Sarah,	for	all	you	have	done	and	for	all	that	you	will	do	in	the	future.	We	in	
Gulworthy	wish	you	much	love	and	exciting	new	adventures	on	those	refreshed	tyres.	
	

Diary	Dates	
Sunday	10th	October	–	11.15am.	Chris	Hardwick’s	final	service	at	St	Paul’s.	Shared	lunch	after	the	service	at	
Colcharton	Farm.	
Sunday	17th	October	–	No	service	–	we	will	be	joining	with	all	the	parishes	in	the	benefice	at	9.45am	at	St	
Eustachius	for	Chris	Hardwick’s	final	service	before	his	retirement.		
Saturday	23rd	October	Car	boot	sale.	Venue	–	Stubberlands.	Ring	Rosie	Steer	01822	833084	for	details	and	
to	pre-book	a	slot.	Take	the	opportunity	to	de-clutter.	One	man’s	junk	is	another’s	treasure!	
Remembrance	Day	14th	November	10.50am	
Christmas	Bazaar	–	Gulworthy	Parish	Hall.	28th	Nov	3-4pm	
Monday	6th	December	–	Senior	citizens’	lunch.	Time	to	be	confirmed.	
Sunday	19th	December	–	We	hope	to	have	a	“live”	nativity	at	Morwellham	Quay.	To	be	confirmed.	
	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

A	Prayer	for	October	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

 



Tales	from	the	Tower	
	
Life	seems	to	be	picking	up	again,	doesn’t	it!	Church	services,	concerts	-	so	good	to	be	able	to	enjoy	them	
again	-	and	the	bells	ringing	again	for	weddings.	There	is	hope	in	the	air	all	around	us.	
	
We	do	still	have	to	be	careful,	of	course.	We	still	wear	masks	while	we	are	in	the	tower,	either	ringing	or	
not	ringing,	and	pretty	uncomfortable	it	is	too.	But	it’s	all	-	along	with	using	hand	sanitiser	when	we	arrive	
and	if	we	change	bells,	so	handle	a	different	rope	-	part	of	taking	care	of	each	other,	and	of	ourselves.	And	
we	are	not	all	vaccinated	yet,	so	as	some	of	us	feel	either	personally	vulnerable	-	through	age	or	by	having	
vulnerable	family	members	-	or	don’t	wish	to	risk	passing	the	dreaded	virus	to		the	unvaccinated	ringers,	
we	don’t	all	ring	together.	That’s	why,	on	some	Sunday	mornings,	you	may	not	hear	the	full	ten	bells	
ringing	as	you	so	often	used	to	do,	and	nobody	knows	quite	when	that	may	change.	
	
Nevertheless,	we	are	all	still	active	and,	as	in	the	past,	a	number	of	us	ring	at	other	towers	in	the	area	-	
Lamerton,	Sampford	Spiney,	Peter	Tavy,	to	name	but	three,	and	we	still	have	members	of	the	Exeter	
Cathedral	band	among	us.	You	can’t	keep	a	good	ringer	down!		
	
Some	events	are	taking	a	little	longer	to	re-establish	themselves.The	Deanery	Ringing			Festival,	so	long	a	
fixture	on	the	last	Saturday	in	October,	will	be	missed	again	this	year,	certainly	in	its	form	of	ringers	from	all	
the	Deanery	towers	going	round	to	ring	at	any	participating	church	they	wish,	and	meeting	together	at	one	
host	church	for	a	service	and	tea.	People	are	still	understandably	cautious	about	either	visiting	other	
towers	or	having	visitors	to	theirs.	There	is	talk	of	a	much	lower	key	event,	just	to	say	we	tried,	but	at	this	
moment	I	don’t	know	whether	anything	will	happen.	Perhaps	it’s	best	to	look	forward	to	a	real	celebration	
next	year.	
	
This	is	not	to	say	that	ringing	outings	in	themselves	are	not	happening.	We	have	a	visiting	team	coming	to	
St	Eustachius	from	Paignton	at	5.30	pm		this	very	Saturday	-	our	first	since	sometime	in	2019.	So	as	we	are	
also	ringing	for	the	ordination	service	earlier	on	Saturday	afternoon,	there	will	be	plenty	of	cheerful	and	
celebratory	bell	music	to	listen	to	then.	
	
I	hope	that	by	the	time	you	read	these	words,	you	will	have	heard	and	enjoyed	it	all,	and	that	it	will	not	be	
too	long	before	we	can	all	join	together	again	and	ring,	as	we	used	to	do,	without	masks,	without	fear	or	
even	caution	-	but	maybe	still	sanitising	our	hands?	That	seems	quite	a	good	habit	to	continue!		
	
	
DONNA	BAKER	
	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
	



A	Report	on	the	Launch	of	the	Archangel’s	Way	on	Saturday	31st	July	
2021	

PILGRIMAGE	–	7		
	

At	7.45am	on	Saturday	31st	July,	my	
wife	Sally	drove	our	Camper	van	into	
the	upper	section	of	the	drive	to	
Monkstone	and	unloaded	me	with	my	
rucksack	and	three	pilgrim	staffs.		My	
daughter	Emilia	and	her	partner	Jay	
had	been	staying	with	us	and	followed	
me	along	the	road	to	the	Car	Park	for	
St	Michael’s	Church	at	Brentor.		There	
were	many	cars	but	no	sign	of	life.		So	
we	crossed	the	main	road	and	set	off	
up	Brent	Tor	towards	the	tiny	church.	
	
As	we	reached	the	churchyard,	we	
passed	Sarah	Cracknell	who	was	
filming	the	departure	of	the	assembled	
pilgrims	gathered	in	front	of	the	
church.		The	bell	ringers	were	ringing	
out	the	bells	so	I	handed	out	pilgrim	
passports	to	everyone	who	wanted	to	
walk	to	Belstone	and	slipped	inside	the	
church	to	stamp	mine,	applying	the	
tiny	rubber	stamp	to	the	red	ink	pad	in	
our	new	pilgrim	corner.		Then	
everyone	lined	up	for	a	group	
photograph	before	I	welcomed		
everyone	and	read	the	Pilgrim	
Blessing.			
	

I	had	been	asked	to	lead	the	walkers	down	the	steps	so	that	Sarah	could	film	the	departure	so	I	walked	
beside	the	steps	and	turned	to	the	left	in	a	clockwise	direction	around	the	churchyard	wall.		I	was	
accompanied	by	two	other	members	of	our	
Walking	Ministry	Team	and	two	other	walkers	
with	my	daughter	Emilia	and	her	friend	Jay.	My	
wife	Sally	and	several	others	followed	me	down	
to	the	gap	in	the	Iron	Age	ramparts.	
	
At	Holyeat	Farm	we	turned	left	along	the	lane	
through	South	Brentor	and	followed	the	path	
across	the	fields	into	Darke	Lane	before	reaching	
Brentor	War	Memorial	and	visiting	Christ	Church	
to	stamp	our	passports	for	a	second	time.	The	
walkers	were	now	strung	out	along	the	village	
street	and	some	nearly	missed	the	right	turn	into	
Burn	Lane	-	several	disappeared	into	Thorn	
Cottage	for	a	comfort	break.		A	group	of	four	
forged	ahead	onto	Blackdown	and	I	realized	Emilia	and	Jay	had	not	caught	up	so	I	went	back	to	the	cattle	
grid	as	they	appeared	out	of	the	narrows.	
	

 

 



We	walked	briskly	across	Blackdown	to	the	Waterfall	entrance	to	Lydford	Gorge	but	I	thought	we	would	
need	to	drive	through	Lydford	without	stopping	if	we	were	to	reach	Sourton	Church	by	10.00am.		Emilia	
had	left	her	car	in	Station	Road	so	we	squeezed	everything	in	and	headed	for	Sourton.			
	
A	large	crowd	of	walkers	had	gathered	in	front	of	the	Village	Hall	and	we	struggled	to	find	somewhere	to	
park	as	most	of	the	spaces	had	been	taken.		Paul	Brookes	was	there	taking	names	and	there	were	about	40	
walkers	in	the	group.		We	stamped	our	passports	in	the	church	porch	and	met	several	others	from	Brentor	
before	Paul	welcomed	everyone	and	asked	them	to	gather	for	a	group	photo	on	the	south	side	of	the	
church.			
	
I	took	a	turn	round	the	labyrinth	as	we	climbed	up	to	the	granite	way	and	headed	north	towards	Prewley	
Moor.		The	pace	was	brisk	at	first	and	I	just	about	managed	to	keep	up	before	we	turned	off	towards	the	
open	moor.		It	was	uphill	for	most	of	the	way	but	levelled	out	for	a	while	before	descending	to	Vellake	
Corner	above	Meldon	Reservoir.		We	paused	for	a	rest	then	turned	right	up	the	valley	of	the	West	Okement	
river	to	Black-a-Tor	copse.		There	followed	a	steep	climb	up	to	the	ridge	and	I	was	practically	crawling	by	
the	time	I	rejoined	Emilia	and	Jay	at	the	top	beside	Black	Tor	where	everyone	was	having	a	rest.	
	
We	were	guided	to	the	crossing	of	Red-a-ven	
Brook	and	across	boggy	moorland	to	the	south	of	
Okehampton	Camp	and	joined	a	metalled	track	
which	eventually	led	to	Cullever	Steps.		The	final	
section	was	a	gentler	hike	to	Nine	Maidens	circle	
and	a	gradual	descent	to	Belstone.			
	
We	were	stopped	at	the	cattle	grid	so	that	we	
formed	a	procession	downhill	to	the	church.		As	
we	reached	the	churchyard	at	3.00pm	the	bells	
began	to	ring	and	we	formed	a	queue	into	the	
church	to	stamp	our	passports.	
	
A	pilgrim	table	had	been	set	up	inside	the	church	with	an	inkpad	and	stamp.	The	walkers	formed	a	queue	
across	the	church	and	along	the	south	aisle	past	the	ring	stone	to	this	table	where	Sarah	Cracknell	was	
waiting	to	greet	us.	As	I	left	the	church,	I	met	Emilia	and	Jay	and	they	waked	with	me	to	the	churchyard	
gate.		They	had	been	offered	a	lift	back	to	Sourton	by	the	Ormsby	family	and	walked	off	towards	the	Village	
Hall	while	I	went	past	the	Pub	to	the	Green	to	hand	over	Jonathan	Yandall’s	notebook.		I	met	the	vicar	of	
Chagford,	Rev.	Paul	Seaton-Burn	there	and	saw	his	bell	tent	on	the	Village	Green	where	the	festivities	had	
already	taken	place.	
	
I	walked	back	past	the	Tors	Inn	and	was	asked	to	give	an	interview	but	said	I	had	to	meet	friends	in	the	
Village	Hall.	The	Ormsbys	and	the	Harrises	were	there	and	Nick	and	Hazel	Butland	agreed	to	give	me	a	lift	
back	to	Brentor.		

 



My	reflection:	
	
The	day	was	very	special	to	me	as	the	official	launch	has	been	long-awaited.	(On	the	original	launch	date	of	
the	20th	June	2020,	I	walked	to	the	Nine	maidens	stone	ring	above	Belstone	with	my	wife	Sally.)	I	was	
encouraged	to	be	accompanied	by	a	significant	group	of	pilgrims	at	St	Michaels	for	the	start	and	hear	the	
bells	ringing	in	our	tower	as	I	stamped	my	passport	before	we	gathered	for	The	Archangel’s	Way	Pilgrim’s	
Blessing	so	that	I	could	lead	the	group	along	the	route	to	Christ	Church.		I	found	it	hard	to	keep	the	walkers	
together	but	most	of	them	knew	the	way	as	well	as	I	do.		There	was	insufficient	time	to	stop	at	Lydford	
church	to	stamp	our	passports	there	and	we	used	my	daughter’s	car	to	get	to	Sourton	by	10.00am.	and	
meet	up	with	the	Tavistock	Ramblers	who	would	be	leading	the	next	stage.	
	
It	was	a	relief	to	be	led	by	seasoned	and	well	organized	guides	so	that	I	could	drink	in	the	joy	of	walking	
across	wild	Dartmoor	without	stress.		I	could	thus	experience	being	a	pilgrim	and	enjoy	the	changing	
landscape	and	sky.	The	walk	up	the	valley	above	Meldon	Reservoir	to	Black-a-tor	copse	was	a	magical	
experience	and	I	saw	it	for	the	first	time	because	I	had	been	guided	there.	
	
The	climb	up	Black-a	Tor	felt	beyond	me	and	I	despaired	that	I	would	not	be	able	to	recommend	this	route	
to	most	of	the	people	I	knew!	It	was	a	relief	to	reach	the	summit	but	I	felt	exhausted.		The	view	across	the	
moor	under	the	vast	sky	were	magnificent.	
	
Crossing	the	streams	on	stepping	stones	and	gathering	at	nine	maidens	were	also	special	moments	on	the	
walk.	
	
The	arrival	at	Belstone	was	a	procession	down	the	track	to	the	church	where	the	bells	started	ringing	at	
3.00pm	
	
I	have	come	to	the	conclusion	that	the	objective	has	been	reached	by	the	Launch	of	The	Archangel’s	Way.	It	
is	now	time	to	concentrate	on	the	task	of	transforming	our	two	churches	into	pilgrim	places	where	all	who	

 



come	find	a	welcome,	spiritual	refreshment	and	resources	for	their	pilgrimage	journey.	As	hospitaller,	I	
have	gained	the	experience	of	being	a	Devon	Pilgrim	and	now	must	serve	all	the	people	who	come	to	
Brentor	as	a	reliable	guide	to	the	Way.		I	will	need	to	work	with	the	other	members	of	the	Brentor	Walking	
Ministry	Team	to	create	a	place	which	is	truly	welcoming	and	well-resourced.	
	
Christopher	Pancheri	19th	August	2021	
	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

	
Hazel	and	Rosie’s	Reflections	and	Thanks	on	their	Ordination	
	
Hazel’s	Ordination	Reflection:	
	
It’s	hard	to	express	my	feelings	following	such	a	wonderful	ordination	service	on	Saturday	25th	September.	
It	was	a	real	joy.	It	was	so	special	to	be	ordained	alongside	Rosie	and	to	sing	God’s	praises	with	so	many	
others,	for	the	first	time	since	the	beginning	of	the	pandemic.	
	
Before	the	service,	Rosie	and	I	had	been	on	retreat	At	Sheldon	for	3	days.	The	speaker,	during	his	last	
reflection	read	out	the	words	of	Charles	Wesley’s	great	hymn,	O	thou	who	camest	from	above.	
	
The	third	verse	begins	with	the	words:	
	

Jesus	confirm	my	heart’s	desire	
to	work	and	speak	and	think	for	thee;	

	
I	immediately	remembered	the	moment	when	singing	these	words	had	choked	me	up	so	much	I	had	had	to	
stop	singing,	during	a	Pentecost	service	12	years	ago.	Even	more	embarrassing	as	I	was	one	of	the	only	
people	around	me	singing!		
	
I	had	retired	early	from	General	Practice	following	a	difficult	cancer	journey.	I	longed	to	serve	God	more	
fully	in	my	retirement	for	as	long	as	I	remained	well,	but	there	appeared	to	be	no	openings.	I	had	become	
very	disillusioned.	
	
But	those	words	were	powerful.	They	were	my	prayer	and	God	honoured	them.	Within	a	month	of	singing	
those	words	I	had	begun	the	amazing	and	exhilarating	journey	towards	ministry,	initially	as	a	Licensed	lay	
Minister	in	the	Oxford	Diocese	and	now	priestly	ministry	in	and	around	Tavistock,	Gulworthy	and	Brent	Tor.		
	
Although	I	remember	clearly	my	heartfelt	prayer	as	I	sang	the	hymn	at	Pentecost	twelve	years	ago,	I	had	
forgotten	how	much	it	had	meant	to	me	even	before	I	was	married	and	had	begun	working	as	a	junior	
doctor.	However,	quite	unexpectedly,	on	Monday,	after	the	ordination	service,	I	found	a	copy	of	our	own	
marriage	service,	from	October	1979.	We	had	sung	that	hymn	at	our	wedding!	I	believe	Jesus	was	gently	
pointing	out	to	me	that	He	has	now	confirmed	my	heart’s	desire	to	work	and	speak	and	think	for	Him,	and	
He	has	been	working	towards	that	goal	for	the	last	42	years!	
	
Thank	you	very	much	indeed	for	the	extremely	generous	gift	of	money	to	commemorate	my	ordination	as	
Priest.	
	
To	celebrate	my	ordination	I	had	a	new	white	stole	specially	embroidered	for	the	occasion.	With	your	
generous	cheque,	I	have	decided	to	ask	the	same	lady	to	embroider	butterflies	on	a	green	stole	for	me,	for	
ordinary	time.	Many,	many	thanks.		
	
Hazel	
	



Rosie’s	Ordination	Reflection:	
	
Hazel	Butland	and	I	were	ordained	Deacon	on	12	September	2020.	It	was	a	very	different	service	to	those	
held	in	previous	years,	when	the	cathedral	would	normally	be	packed	to	the	rafters	with	ordinands	from	all	
across	the	diocese	and	their	supporters	from	all	corners	of	the	country.	The	singing	would	be	loud	and	the	
cheers	and	applause	roof-raising.	Instead,	given	the	pandemic,	there	were	four	ordinations	held	across	the	
weekend,	with	four	ordinands	at	each	service,	and	five	supporters	for	each	ordinand.	Masks	were	worn	and	
social	distancing	was	maintained	throughout,	and	the	only	singing	was	done	by	a	portion	of	the	Cathedral	
Choir.		
Nevertheless,	it	was	a	wonderful	service,	the	usual	hubbub	replaced	by	a	stillness	and	intimacy	which	was	
very	special.	It	was	equally	special	to	know	that	family	and	friends	were	watching	the	live	stream,	praying	
and	cheering	us	on	virtually	if	not	in	person.	For	myself,	it	was	a	wonderful	marker	of	God’s	faithfulness	and	
generosity	after	the	long	process	of	discernment	and	training.	I	was	very	aware	of	the	weight	of	the	calling:	
deacons	are	asked	to	“work	with	their	fellow	members	[of	the	church]	in	searching	out	the	poor	and	weak,	
the	sick	and	lonely	and	those	who	are	oppressed	and	powerless,	reaching	into	the	forgotten	corners	of	the	
world,	that	the	love	of	God	may	be	made	visible”.	Thankfully	we	declare	that	we	do	so	by	the	help	of	God!		
It	was	wonderful	then	to	be	welcomed	to	the	Eucharist	at	St	Eustachius	the	next	day	and	to	reaffirm	our	
Declarations	in	front	of	the	congregation,	and	to	be	given	such	beautiful	flowers	and	a	generous	book	
token.	Thank	you	too	for	the	many	of	you	that	I	know	watched	the	live	stream,	and	have	been	praying	for	
us	both.	I	have	been	very	warmly	welcomed	over	the	last	three	months,	and	I	am	beginning	to	feel	at	home	
in	the	churches	of	the	benefice	and	the	wider	community.	I’m	looking	forward	to	everything	that	the	next	
few	years	holds	in	store!			
	
Rosie	

	
Photos	of	the	Ordination	Service	and	a	Video	are	available	on	the	St	Eustachius’	Parish	website	at	
www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

	
Mission	of	the	month	for	October	–	Bible	Society	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
The		Mission	of	the	month	for	October	is	the	Bible	Society	which	has	its	base	in	Swindon	where	copies	of	
the	Bible	are	printed	in	many	languages	and	distributed	worldwide.	
	
For	over	2000	years	the	Bible	has	guided,	inspired	and	comforted	many	people.	The	Bible’s	attraction	is	as	
great	today	as	ever	with	the	help	of	modern	translations	which	many	are	reading.	
	
The	Bible	is	not	one	book,	but	a	basic	collection	of	sixty-six	books	written	by	many	authors	inspired	and	
guided	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	month	of	October	was	selected	for	this	Mission	of	the	Month	as	the	Collect	
for	the	last	Sunday	of	Trinity	is	as	follows:	
	

Blessed	Lord	who	caused	all	holy	scripture	to	be	written	for	our	learning,	help	us	to	digest	them	
inwardly	that	through	patience	and	the	comfort	of	your	holy	word	we	may	embrace	them		
	

The	Bible	is	selected	as	the	only	book	to	be	taken	to	a	desert	island	in	the	BBC	Radio	4	programme	and	very	
seldom	is	its	selection	rejected.	

 
 



	
I	hope	that	the	Bible	will	help	you	as	it	has	me	in	your	Bible	study.	
	
Ian	Silcox	
	
If	you	would	like	to	know	more	about	the	Bible	Society,	their	website	is	at:	www.biblesociety.org.uk	
and	if	you	would	like	to	make	a	donation,	you	will	find	a	link	to	do	this	on	their	website	opening	page	
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

	
Paul's	Letter	to	the	Thessalonians	
	
	

 
 

The time of Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians is one of tremendous encouragement. He is writing to the 
faithful, suffering church at Thessalonica. Paul has been anxious for them but is encouraged by their faith 

and wants to encourage them still further. 
 

Letter 1 
 

Chapter 1: Greetings and messages of faith, hope and love 
 

Chapter 2: Paul reflects on his time in Thessalonica and the hard work that was done; he longs to go there 
again.  

 
Chapter 4: Paul sets out laws for a Christian life and how to be ready for the return of Christ. Are we ready? 

 
Chapter 5: Final instructions   

‘Always be joyful. Always keep praying.’ (verses 16 & 17) 
 

Letter 2 
 

Chapter 1: Paul is on fiery form, with reassurance that God will reward faith’ 
 

Chapter 2: Paul warns that before Jesus’ return there will be a great rebellion against God, but victory will 
come, but only through Christ. Paul’s advice: 

‘stand firm and keep a strong grip on the truth..’ (verse 15) 
 

Chapter 3:  Paul gives instructions for practical Christian living, warning against laziness and gives a final 
blessing. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
 
	


