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From the Curatage
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us…” ~
Hebrews 12:1
Well, we’re into November already, and have survived (relatively unscathed) the first few weeks of the
vacancy! Thank you to all those of you who came to Chris’ final service and lunch, and contributed to his
and Sarah’s leaving gift. As I write, towards the end of October, there is a definite hint of autumn in the air.
The leaves are beginning to turn and fall, and there is a squirrel busily burying acorns in my flowerbeds.
November begins with the celebration of All Saints Day and All Souls Day. All Saints celebrates those saints
in whom the whole church “has seen the grace of God powerfully at work”. These are your ‘famous’ saints,
like Peter, Paul, Theresa, Anselm, Mary, Hildegard, Cuthbert, Hilda – the ones that have their own
celebration in the church’s calendar, who wrote theology or had their lives of faith, prayer, witness and
mission recorded for a wider audience. By contrast, All Souls “celebrates the saints in a more local and
intimate key. It allows us to remember with thanksgiving before God those whom we have known more
directly: those who gave us life, or who nurtured us in faith”. These are the saints that maybe no one else
knows about – like Auntie Jean (not my real Auntie), who brought snack packs of malteasers and other
treats for all the kids in the church that I grew up in – who made us know that we were loved and valued.
Like my Grandma and Grandad, who said often, ‘we can’t do much physically – but we can pray’. And they
did. Like my college tutor who nursed me through essay crises and angst about whether God was really
calling me to the priesthood with tea and biscuits, hugs and pep talks.
So I wonder, who are the saints who have shaped your life and your faith, have cheered you on the way of
this Christian life, the capital ‘S’ Saints, or the little ‘s’ saints, the ones the church recognises and celebrates,
and the ones that are known just to you and God? And how can we be those saints to each other? Not in
the stereotypical sense of being perfect, performing 17 miracles before breakfast, but in the everyday
loving and praying, serving and encouraging, that we would all be able to “run with perseverance the race
that is set before us”.
One of the route markers for many people in their race of faith is Confirmation, which is an opportunity to
affirm the promises that were made at your baptism, whether by yourself or by your parents and
godparents, and commit yourself again to walking in the way of Christ. In the service the Bishop will pray
for you, asking that the Holy Spirit would rest upon you, and that you would know that God calls you by
name and has made you his own. One of the highlights of this month will be our Deanery Confirmation

Service on Monday 29 November at Stowford church. We already have five candidates from the Benefice;
but there is still time if you would like to be confirmed. Speak to me, or one of the other members of the
ministry team if you’d like to find out more.
This comes with my thanks for all the glimpses of God’s grace at work that I have seen in all of you over the
last sixteen months; and my prayers that we would continue to be a sign of that grace in our churches and
our wider community.
Rosie
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Gulworthy Notes for October
Our Editor, Martin, and I were both wondering where October had gone: it seems to have flown by and we
are now fully into a colourful, if a little wet, Autumn. Luckily, the rain held off for October 23rd when we
held our first Car Boot Sale in aid of St Paul’s.
Huge thanks to the Steer family for allowing us to use their field – I admired the quality of the grass – and
thanks especially to Rosie Steer who master-minded the event with help from the next generation at Hele
Farm. We had about 18 “Boot Sellers” and a good steady number of buyers throughout the morning. The
Church cake stall was a mega hit as were the triple layer bacon butties and hot coffee. The sellers were
enthusiastic about attending again. I think it will be springtime before we hold another but it was great fun
and, importantly, raised £281.71 for the church. Thank you all so much for your support.
Many thanks to Lowenna Edwards for hosting a Bring and Share lunch after Chris’s last service at Gulworthy
on 10th Oct and thanks to all those who organised and contributed to the final service and lunch at St
Eustachius on 17th October which was a wonderful event.
As Chris went around the benefice in October, I’m sure many of us had some opportunity to chat to him
and Sarah and to wish them well. As the other half of a retired clergyman, I understand how it can feel
strange to no longer have the same expectations and responsibilities that come with the role, but our
prayers are with them both as they step into a new and exciting future.
Over the next few months, each church in the benefice will be looking to the future as we seek a new
incumbent. Each parish may have slightly different needs, but we are committed to continue to minister to
our communities and to work to the glory of God. May we be open to change and embrace the
opportunities to grow in faith.

Diary Dates
All events in church unless stated otherwise.
14th November 10.50am - Remembrance Day. Non communion act of worship.
28th Nov 3-4pm - Christmas Bazaar – Gulworthy Parish Hall.
Sunday 12th December 2.30pm – Christingle Party
Sunday 19th December 2.30pm – Morwellham Quay. The Gulworthy Nativity and Carol Service. Around
the Inn, the Old School and barns at this perfect setting. Dress as your favourite character or animal from
the Nativity story! Lobsters allowed – this is about love, actually.
Christmas Day 10.30am celebration.

Sunday 26th December 10.30am - Carols for St Stephens Day.
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A Prayer for November
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my will, and make it thine:
It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own:
It shall be thy royal throne.
These two verses from the hymn by Frances Ridley Havergal [1836-1879] make a lovely prayer of
consecration and dedication. We sang the hymn at Hazel and Rosie’s Ordination, and the hymn is often
sung at Confirmation services.
John Rea.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Friends of St Eustachius’ Christmas Tree Festival 2021
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Brentor Church News
Harvest Festival
This was a very joyful occasion, with the harvest lunch well attended and
the auction of produce really good fun for all. The auctioneer, Rob
Ormsby, was assisted by a generous audience and the harvest loaf raised
the unprecedented sum of £50 - many thanks to everyone who took part,
whether in the kitchen or by donating or bidding for a good range of fresh
local produce. Altogether we were able to pay £370 to Tavistock Food
Bank, thank you to everyone!

This is made by Lawrie Harris every year in
a traditional sheaf shape, and if you look
carefully you can see the harvest mouse in
the middle of the sheaf!

All Souls service - Sunday October 31st 6pm at Christ Church
This is a very quiet, reflective short service, when we remember all those who
have passed away. A candle is lit for every name given to us, and all names are
read out, so if you would like to commemorate someone you have lost please do
let us know and a candle will be lit in their name. Everyone is welcome to attend,
but if you are unable to come, or if it would be too much, just email us the
person's name, helen@brentorchurch.org.uk or ring 01822 810845 and leave a
message.

Remembrance Sunday 14th November
After last year's socially distanced occasion we would like to invite you to join us for the Act of
Remembrance at the war memorial in Brentor at 10.50 on Sunday morning, when we can remember
together those from our own village who never came home again.
Helen
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tales from the Tower
So many people have commented on how good it is to hear the bells ringing again on Sunday mornings and
for Tuesday evening practices, that it must seem a happy and optimistic return to normal life. It’s especially
good to be able to ring for weddings and other auspicious occasions too - always one of my favourite
opportunities to help create the sound of what has been called ‘the biggest musical instrument in the
world’. What a privilege it has been for me, for seventy years now, to be able to take a rope in my hand and
feel confident (well, more or less confident!) of being part of something that will give pleasure to people for
miles around.
The most auspicious event of this last month has, of course, been the retirement of our Vicar, Chris
Hardwick. Like every Vicar I can ever remember in St Eustachius, Chris has been a constant source of
support and encouragement to us ringers, so it was sad to say goodbye and an occasion we felt warranted
a special effort on our part. So for once, you will have heard the bells ringing after the service as well as
before, and six ringers stayed long enough to ring a quarter peal of Grandsire Doubles, lasting just over 45
minutes. It seemed fitting that for once ( the bells being not easy to hear within the church) the Vicar and

congregation would actually hear the bells rung in celebration and thanks!
The return to full, normal ringing after the lifting of Covid restrictions is still, however, travelling a
somewhat uneven and slightly rocky road. With not all of our ringers choosing to take vaccination, some of
us feel unable to join them in a confined and poorly ventilated space, so must remain absent from many of
the practices and service ringing, as well as weddings. This is rather sad for those of us not currently ringing
for this reason; we miss our ringing and the companionship it brings. We can only hope that the situation
will be resolved at some time, or at least a compromise reached, as for the ringing after the service for the
Vicar when we split amicably into two teams.
However, the main thing is that the ringing should continue, and so give heart and pleasure to the many
folk who hear it, both within the church and in the town and beyond. That is our task and one we all long to
carry out whenever and for as long as possible,
Donna Baker
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Thanks from Chris
“Thank you for the lovely farewell service and reception in Tavistock Parish Centre afterwards on the
17th October. Thank you for the very kind words which were said, for Bishop Nick’s letter which was read,
for the kindness and generosity of your gifts, and for the very beautiful flowers presented to Sarah.
Sarah and I were very touched by this lovely occasion, and we thank you all for your thoughtfulness and for
the kindnesses shown to us.
The service was very memorable with superb music as always from the organ and choir, and beautiful
piano playing from Mount Kelly. With the Mayor, ecumenical colleagues, head-teachers, the RBL,
community and business representatives all present, and a fantastic Benefice lunch in the newly
refurbished Parish Centre afterwards, Sarah and I have much to remember of what was a very lovely
occasion. Thank you so much.
You will remain in our thoughts and prayers as you seek to select the next incumbent; may you continue to
be blessed in all you do.
With our kindest regards, and thank you, once again.
Chris and Sarah Hardwick
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Rosie’s Reflections and Thanks on her Ordination
(The sharper eyed among you may have noticed that, owing to a mix up in forwarding attachments, the article in
the October magazine by Rosie was actually about her previous ordination as Deacon in 2020. Here are her
reflections on her recent ordination as Priest.)

This weekend was absolutely joyful! Being surrounded by family and friends, those who are local and those
who travelled, as we celebrated my and Hazel’s ordination to the priesthood and our first communion
services. It’s been a long time coming for me – ten years of wondering, talking to God and other people
about it, exploring the possibility, running away, feeling unequipped and overwhelmed by the enormity of
the role. In the run-up to the weekend, there was enough busyness going on that there wasn’t time to
think too much about it, and I landed on retreat at Sheldon with the other curates without really having
engaged fully with what was going to happen.

After having gone back to bed after breakfast and managing to sleep through the first talk on the Thursday
(oops…), I hugely valued the gift of space to spend time with God and the other curates as I reflected on the
first year of a covid-impacted curacy that has looked quite different to what we’d all envisioned. The
retreat left me peaceful and hopeful as the ordination approached.
Arriving to a packed vestry and church on Saturday was a delight, and as we processed in, it was wonderful
to see everyone, and to be able to sing – very different from the Diaconal ordinations in the cathedral. I
loved hearing everyone affirm that it was their will that we should be ordained, and that we could both rely
on your prayers, encouragement and support.
After an evening of celebration with friends and family who had travelled to be with me, I loved returning
to Tavistock on Sunday and presiding at communion for the first time, and was touched to see so many of
you there, from the whole of the benefice. It was such a joyful occasion for me, and I hope it was for you all
as well.
Thank you to all those who contributed to the joy of the weekend – those who came to the services and
supported, those who had a role in the service, those who arranged the flowers, those who provided food
and came to enjoy it, those who gave me cards and presents, and for all those who contributed to the
generous cheque which is earmarked for a bike upgrade! I hugely value your support, encouragement, and
love, and am looking forward to finding out what the next few years have in store.
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Mission of the month for November – Christian Solidarity Worldwide

Christian Solidarity Worldwide is our Mission of the Month for November. If you would like to make a
donation to this charity, you can give cash to Churchwardens Graham or Mary Whalley, or donate through
the card machine at the back of the church. Alternatively, you will find a front page link on the church
website (www.tavistockparishchurch.org) to an article about the charity and a link to our donations page
for them with ‘Give a Little’, where you can use a payment card to make a donation.
All donations made will be forwarded to Christian Solidarity Worldwide at the end of the month. Here is a
summary of their mission taken from their website:
----------------------------------------------------------------------CSW’s team of specialist advocates work on over 20 countries across Africa, Asia, Latin America and the
Middle East, to ensure that the right to freedom of religion or belief is upheld and protected.
Our vision is a world free from religious persecution, where everyone can practise a religion or belief of
their choice.
The right to freedom of religion or belief is also known as the ‘first freedom’ given to humanity by God. It’s
a touchstone human right, often serving as a ‘litmus test’ for whether other rights are at risk of being
abused
It’s a right we must protect, defend and restore.
CSW seeks to challenge and change the laws, behaviours and policies which lead to abuses of the right to
freedom of religion and belief. We have over three decades of experience advocating for freedom of
religion or belief around the world.

We gather evidence and document abuses
Our teams regularly visit the countries we’re working on to gather first-hand evidence of violations of the
right to freedom of religion or belief. Our research and analysis is used by politicians, policy-makers and
international institutions around the world.
We regularly provide decision-makers in the UK parliament, United Nations, European Union and US
Congress with accurate reports on freedom of religion or belief around the world.
We train, equip and empower
We believe that to bring lasting change we must work with activists, journalists, religious leaders and
partner NGOs in the countries on which we focus.
It’s a priority for us to build and equip networks of partners and communities, empowering them to
become advocates for justice.
We have Christian values at our heart
As an organisation we are proud of our Christian heritage, identity and values: They are the foundations in
all we do. This means that we believe in the power of prayer to transform situations, and we encourage our
supporters to join us in praying for the cases and issues we work on.
For more information on Christian Solidarity Worldwide, their website is www.csw.org
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Christmas Day Lunch at the United Reform Church
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Paul’s First Letter to Timothy

This is a letter in 6 chapters about leadership in the church. Paul warns of the dangers of false teaching and
tells Timothy how to choose the right kinds of leaders. Paul also gives the younger man personal guidance
for his own leadership role.
Chapter 1
Paul sends Timothy his customary messages of warm greetings and Christian love. Paul reflects with great
thankfulness on his own conversion and praises God for His kindness and mercy to him, which is an
example to even the worst sinners.
Chapter 2
Paul sets out the practical steps a church needs to take in order to prevent false doctrine from taking over.
This begins with prayer, including prayers for leaders outside the church, so Christians can be left in peace.
Paul also explains the separation between the roles of men and women in worship services.
Chapter 3
Paul makes general statements about church structure and behaviour. In chapters 1, 2, and 3, he has laid
out some broad concepts that Timothy needs to enforce in his congregation. This chapter specifically deals
with the qualifications for leaders; something that we are thinking about ourselves, but perhaps not in the
exact way that Paul describes!
Chapter 4
Paul reminds Timothy not to be swayed by the false teachings of others and has to make this clear in his
own ministry, which must be lived out in actions, not just words. There is advice about spiritual fitness …
what spiritual exercises can we do to become better Christians?
Chapter 5
This chapter is about pastoral care, with the emphasis on how Timothy should treat others in the
congregation. Paul tells him to care for his congregation as if they were his own family. Our own Pastoral
Care Team provides much vital support to members of our church family. Thank you.
Chapter 6
Chapter 6 rounds out the instructions given in the first five chapters. Building on the ideas laid down earlier
in the letter, Paul reminds Timothy of the importance of Godly living and avoiding the snares of evil and

temptation. This chapter provides a strong encouragement for Timothy to apply the wisdom of this letter,
both in his personal life and in the churches he is leading.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

