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From the Ministry Team
When we read the gospels we like to believe that they are dominated by love, and so they are
but they are also dominated by wisdom, something which meant so much to Jesus and which
he urges us to seek. Wise men were at his birth, wise friends were with him during his
ministry. His mother is reported as showing great wisdom, as ours were when we were
immature and silly.
What is wisdom you might ask? Wisdom is the capacity to judge rightly when it comes to
some important choice, wisdom is soundness of judgement. Wisdom knows when to be
practical, Wisdom knows when not to give advice, Wisdom can be a kind of balance of
common sense and imagination. Wisdom certainly knows when to go on and when to stop.
Wisdom needs cultivation. People assume that they have it when they do not. As we look back
we recognise unwise leaders, or when we are shown them on old footage we wonder how on
earth they were elected. In youth unwise decisions are part of the process of becoming wise
and too much wisdom at twenty is unattractive.
In religious terms wisdom is the manifestation of the Divine will. The founders of all the great
religions are seen as sources of great wisdom: had their teachings lacked wisdom they would
have been discarded long ago.
The Lord ascribed all wisdom to God; all through our history wisdom has been given the
highest place. The Psalmist is absolutely clear about its origin. ‘The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom. It is from this statement we learn that we do not arrive at wisdom in
one great leap but have to take many steps to it. The Bible shows us two kinds of wisdom, one
up in the air, as it were, and far beyond the likes of us, but also earthly wisdom. The wisdom of
Jesus combined the two, the elevated and the earthly. He said that it was wisdom to shut the
door and pray in ones’ room, to be alone, to be quiet, to be contemplative, and that is was
wisdom to do what was right and best whilst on earth.
The Old Testament and the Apocrypha contain several books of wisdom, among them the
Book of Proverbs which Jesus would have known by heart, and Ecclesiastes and Ecclesiasticus,
are wise writings most of which are still applicable to us today, as they were to the old Jews
during the reign of King Solomon. They are wise about work, falling in love, travel, staying at
home, being ill, getting old, being young, marriage, ambition—everything which happens to us
in the cycle of life. In the New Testament, we hear St Paul calling Jesus ‘the wisdom of God’
and although Jesus echoed the wisdom of his Jewish upbringing; he spoke about a wisdom
that had never been heard of before. He challenged the traditional wisdom of his people, and
it was because of this that their rulers tried to silence him. Yet we continue to quote from the
‘wisdom of Solomon’, reinterpreting sayings such as ‘Wisdom is the breath of the power of
God and a pure influence flowing from the glory of the Almighty. When we read the Wisdom
books in the Bible we can see why wisdom was worshipped throughout the ancient world.
Jesus took wisdom of her pedestal and returned her to the ordinary head and heart. Be wise
he told his followers, be intelligent. Act properly, St Paul wrote, “All the treasures of wisdom

and knowledge are hidden in Christ, it is up to us to find them. When the Bible speaks of
things being “hidden” it does not mean that we shall never see them but they are for the
searching, we search Christ for his wisdom.
There are occasions when we as a church have to make wise choices such as when the
vacancy here at church has to be filled. Set out before those who have been given the
enormous responsibility of interviewing for a new incumbent are the candidate’s
qualifications, but they are unlikely to reveal whether or not they have wisdom. Sometimes
we wonder if it is wise for them to have applied at all, If we are lucky we might find in one of
the references,” we value his or hers wisdom”. One can have all the educational qualifications
required for a position but if they are not accompanied by wisdom then difficulties may lie
ahead.
I ask you to pray that wisdom will be given to those on the interviewing panel as the
candidates come before them, that the wisdom of God and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
will guard and guide them in their selection; we pray for each candidate that being called to
apply for this position the wisdom of Christ will be in their hearts and minds, and we pray for
one another that with wisdom, love, and humility we welcome a new vicar to our four
churches and that the love of God in Jesus Christ and the holy Spirit may guide us in all ways.
Amen
The Revd. Sue Tucker
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Prayer for February
O Christ,
The Master Carpenter,
who at the last through wood and nails,
purchased our salvation,
wield well your tools in the workshop of the world,
so that we, who come rough-hewn to your bench,
may here be fashioned to a truer beauty by your hand.
We ask this for your name and for your sake.
Amen.
This prayer was in the worship book at our Ordination retreat last September. I’ve heard it
before, but it caught my attention and imagination over those few days, and I spent some time
doodling and praying through it all. I think a lot of us can relate to feeling rough-hewn, and
longing to be ‘fashioned to a truer beauty’ by Christ, in this world’s workshop. So, may you
know the Master Carpenter to be at work in you, and may you know your beauty despite and
because of the edges that still remain rough-hewn.
Revd. Rosie Illingworth
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February Services in the Benefice

Also, on weekdays, there is Morning Prayer at 8 am and Evening Prayer at 4 pm (6 pm
Fridays)
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lent Course 2022

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Volunteer Organist
The preacher in the village church one Sunday morning said:
“Our organist is ill today, will someone play instead?”
An anxious look crept o'er the face of every person there,
As eagerly they watched to see who'd fill the vacant chair.
A man then staggered down the aisle whose clothes were old and torn
How strange a drunkard seemed to me, in church on Sunday morn.
But as he touched the organ keys without a single word,
The melody that followed was the sweetest ever heard.
Each eye shed tears within that church, the strongest men grew pale;
The organist in melody had told his own life's tale.
The sermon of the preacher was no lesson to compare
With that of life's example who sat in the organ chair;

And when the service ended not a soul had left a seat,
Except the poor old organist, who started toward the street.
Along the aisle and out the door, he slowly walked away:
The preacher rose, and softly said, "Good brethren, let us pray."
The scene was one I'll ne'er forget as long as I may live,
And just to see it o'er again, all earthly wealth I'd give;
The congregation all amazed, the preacher old and gray,
The organ and the organist who volunteered to play.
Contributed by Pam Hunter, this was written, under the pseudonym of W B Glenroy as the
lyrics for a song (music by Henry Lamb a pseudonym of Henry Spaulding).
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Samaritan’s Purse – Operation Christmas Child
After sharing the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus said “Go and do
likewise.” That is the mission of Samaritan’s Purse – to follow the
example of Christ by helping those in need and proclaiming the hope
of the Gospel.
Samaritan’s Purse is a nondenominational evangelical Christian
organisation providing spiritual and physical aid to hurting people
around the world. Since 1970, Samaritan’s Purse has helped meet needs of people who are
victims of war, poverty, natural disasters, disease, and famine with the purpose of sharing
God’s love through His Son, Jesus Christ. The organisation serves the Church worldwide to
promote the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Our supporters pack shoebox gifts each year to bring joy, love and hope to children in need
around the world.
A simple shoebox gift packed with love and fuelled by prayer can have a huge impact!.
Operation Christmas Child brings Good News and great joy to children around the world.
I am hoping that our three churches will join together to form a knitting circle to make hats,
scarves and gloves to add to the contents of shoeboxes to be sent out at the end of this year.
To add to the fun, I am starting a luncheon party on a Tuesday from 12:45 to 2pm in the Parish
Rooms. We can share a bite to eat (all provided) and chat to the red-hot clack of our knitting
pins. All are very welcome. Of course, if you are unable to join us in person, you could knit in
the comfort of your own home. We start on Tuesday 8th February. I have some patterns and
spare wool if needed. Hoping to see you there.
With my best wishes, Liz Bastin.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tales from the Tower
I’ve just come across my ‘tale’ from last April – just ten months ago – in which we were all
looking forward to the end of the pandemic (!) and, specifically, to normal ringing again.
And here we are – not quite there, but certainly ringing, and I can’t tell you how good it is to
hear the reactions of people who hear them and tell me how lovely it is. There is a special
sound to bells ringing; a special message that they convey to all who pause to listen.
Not all of them churchgoers – the bells belong, in a sense, to the whole town, who hear them
(whether they like it or not!) and many of whom contributed to the rehanging of the old eightbell peal and the addition of two new bells for the Millennium.
Was that really over twenty years ago? It seems only yesterday that we sent out all those
letters to every house in the PL19 postcode, asking for contributions. We sold sweatshirts in
various colours with our Millennium A-Peal logo on (I still have my two, one pale grey and one
a rather fetching jade green) and we held fund-raising events. We were supported by National

Lottery funds, who helped many towers to augment their peals, and they matched our bank
balance, pound for pound, to bring us to the required £40,000. We were also given the two
bells themselves, one by a local businessman and one by one of our own ringers, each in
memory of their wives (one is inscribed with words to the effect that ‘she always wanted to
sing in tune’!) and as a bonus we were also given a very fine set of handbells, which are often
rung in local care homes at Christmas and have been heard at some services.
How many of you, reading this, came with us on that trip to Loughborough, where the old
bells returned to their original home, the Taylor bell foundry, to be retuned and polished up a
bit and meet their two new sisters (bells, like ships, are always referred to as ‘she’)? What a
day that was – well, two days, in truth, and with plenty of ringing on the way there and back,
the highspots being our visit to the campanile at Loughborough itself and then to the
cathedral at nearby Leicester. We watched the new bells being cast and as a souvenir brought
home a long, stout stick which had been used to stir the molten metal (like Yorkshire pudding
batter, you don’t want any lumps) and the stick still stands in a corner of our ringing chamber.
And then, a few weeks later, came the even greater day when the bells returned, magnificent
on their carriage, and were carefully winched up into the tower, hung in their frames, with
room being made for the two new girls, provided with long, new ropes and – at long last –
rung for the very first time. (It was a great privilege to me to be one of the first to ring the two
new bells.)
Ringing church bells is a privilege at any time. They form the largest musical instrument in the
world, yet anyone of reasonable physical ability can go along to their local tower and learn to
ring. And although it takes time to become a proficient ringer, there are so many levels of
proficiency, from the slightly timorous ‘rounds’ ringer who started only a few weeks ago to the
advanced practitioner who has been at it for years and can ring any bell from the tiniest village
treble to the great tenors of the cathedrals, that even the beginner will be making themselves
heard far and wide around.
Well, maybe that’s a bit unnerving for the beginner to think about, so in many towers
technology has now found its way to help (it gets everywhere, doesn’t it) and in Tavistock we
have a simulator which works via sensors on each bell to enable them to be heard only in the
tower itself, which means we can practise on other nights of the weeks as well as Tuesdays
and enable the beginners to make as much ‘noise’ as they like without fear of annoying the
neighbours. (I wonder if you can get these for dogs as well...)
Ringing for great occasions is even more of a privilege. I count Remembrance Day and, of
course, Christmas and Easter as such occasions, but sometimes we have even more for the
bells to mark with their music. Last year we had the sadness of ringing for the death of the
Duke of Edinburgh, as well as for our own George Boucher, a ringer amongst us for many
years. This year, hopefully, we shall have no such sad occasions but instead will be able to
mark the Platinum Jubilee of the Queen – the only one in history so far and perhaps the only
one ever. I am old enough to remember not only the Coronation in June 1953 (and rang for it,

too) but the Accession – February 6th, 1952, the day on which King George the Sixth died. (My
mum told me the news when I cycled home from school for dinner.)
I hope that by the time you read this we will have rung to mark the 70th anniversary of the
Accession itself and that in June we will all join in celebrating the Jubilee. Bells come into their
own on these great occasions and it is good to think that, if all continues to improve, we will
be able to hear all ten of them ring, in both February and June - and, as they say, ‘all stations
in between’.
I have never lost that sense of joy and privilege in being able to ring bells. Yet it is a privilege
available to many. You have only to ask if you can learn, and someone will be only too happy
to teach you!
And if you can’t do that, you can take part just by listening and enjoying their music, and
consider what it is they are telling you. Because that, after all, is what bells are for.
Donna Baker
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parish Centre Available for Hire

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mission of the Month for February, Diocese of Cyprus and the Gulf
You may ask “Why is that Diocese our mission of the month”? And the answer would be that it
was made our link Diocese in 1984, and so we are all to be encouraged to particularly pray for
the work of God going on in that region.
When I was ordained Deacon in Saint Paul’s Cathedral there in Nicosia 2005, possibly one of
the smallest Anglican Cathedrals, together with Exeter the Diocese of Thika in Kenya was also
established as a companion Diocese. Rather an appropriate association as before going to
Cyprus to teach, I had been teaching at Turi in Kenya!
In fact, geographically, it extends over a vast area covering the Island of Cyprus, the Arabian
Peninsula, Iraq and the Yemen, yet has no more than a couple of dozen Anglican Churches in
this predominantly sensitive region which is so often in the spotlight of world affairs.
The Diocese itself is one of the four that make up the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the
Middle East which is one of the provinces of our Anglican Communion. Its Bishop Michael, is
now its Archbishop as he is the Ordinary of that province.
Historically, when the British arrived in Cyprus in 1878, the then Bishop of Gibraltar saw that
having an Anglican presence there would be an important priority in advancing “mutual
understanding between our Church and the Orthodox Churches of the East”. The situation
today is even more strategic as the Diocese is at such an important interface with also the two
other Abrahamic religions in the region of Judaism and Islam.
Perhaps we all remember the importance of our Saint George’s Anglican Church in Baghdad,
during the Iraq war, and its presence and witness to the love of God, very much continues to
this day and deserves our prayers. The many expat and migrant workers in the general gulf
region are also blessed by our churches there which also serve as centres for many other
congregations.
Please hold all of this region, and the wider region of the Middle East and North Africa, MENA
for short, in your prayers. God is doing many mighty works in making our Lord Jesus known in
what may seem difficult and closed societies to our gospel. Bringing love, joy and hope to
those who have lived in darkness for so long.
Blessings to you all, Rev Mike Loader, Assistant Priest
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gulworthy Notes for February
I know we say it repeatedly, but what has happened to January? Where did it go so fast?
Our household welcomed family for the first Christmas since 2019 and the adults arrived with
the dregs of horrible colds. Our one-year-old granddaughter however, still had the classic
childhood dripping nose which a neighbour described as being like melting wax! Yuk!

Needless to say, we both got the bugs well and truly and were repeatedly disappointed that it
wasn’t covid as we felt that if you were going to feel that awful, it may as well be something
worth getting over and done with! Probably not the right attitude. On a much brighter note,
despite the cold and grey weather, the snowdrops are up in the churchyard, the daffodils are
showing leaves and the overwintered primulas are a welcome splash of colour. Spring is on its
way with the miraculous rebirth of life that happens without our thought or help every year.
Thank the Lord!
It’s been a quiet time in Gulworthy’ s calendar over the past month. We finally received our
quinquennial report from last August and it seems that the fabric of St Paul’s is in a reasonable
state which is great news. It means that we can concentrate a bit more on our desire to
upgrade the facilities, possibly with the provision of a toilet and small servery and to explore
new ways of reaching out to our community without the worry of having to finance a
crumbling roof!
We may be a small congregation at St Pauls but the warmth of welcome, the support, love and
prayer that fills the church are huge! This something our family have been particularly aware
of and grateful for in the latter part of January. Thank you.
This month we hope to host several possible candidates to be our next Vicar and as they visit,
we hope and pray that they will feel that same love and welcome from all the churches in the
benefice and that we find a good “fit” for them and for our worshippers.
We look to this time of change with anticipation and with hope. And pray for those who may
feel called to minister here.
With love and blessings – St Paul’s and Gulworthy
DIARY
21st March 2022 – St Paul’s APCM. Time and venue tbc.
14th April – Maundy Thursday service 6.30pm
15th April – Good Friday service. 10.30am.
Saturday 7th May – Car Boot Sale 10-12.30. Venue – Stubberlands. Ring Rosie Steer 01822
833084 for details and to pre-book a slot.
June - Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. TBC. We are hoping for a joint celebration
involving the School, the Parish Council and the Church.
5th June – Jubilee service at St Paul’s. Time TBC
31st July Summer Fete and Dog Show. Venue - Woodovis Caravan Park. Time TBC. This will be
the first held since 2019. Pop the date in the diary and invite every dog you know!

Concerts in 2022
All concerts are in St Eustachius’
Sat 19 March: South West Chamber Choir. Start at 7.30pm
24 Apr to 21 May: Tavistock Music and Arts Festival, lunchtime and evening concerts –
dates and programme to be confirmed
Sat 14 May at 7.30 pm: Vocal Harem
Sat 25 June at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
July: (dates and programme to be confirmed) Exon Singers
Sat 17 Sep: HMS Drake Volunteer Band
Sat 24 Sep: Stannary Brass Band
Sat 1 Oct at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Sat 26 Nov at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Sat 17 Dec at 7.30pm: Stannary Brass Band
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tavistock Parish Public Events
February 2022 (events are in the Parish Centre unless otherwise stated)
Tues 1

2.30-4.00 pm

Bible Study Group

Wed 2

2-4 pm

Thurs 3

10.30 am-12 noon

Fri 4

10 am - 12 noon

Handicraft Group
Revd. Rosie Illingworth 5 week Living in Love and Faith
course
Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Sat 5

Evening

Italian Jack (dining evening)

Tues 8

12.45 am to 2.45 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

Tues 8

2.30-4.00 pm

Thurs 10

10.30 am-12 noon

Fri 11

11.00 pm

Bible Study Group
Revd. Rosie Illingworth 5 week Living in Love and Faith
course
Valentines Lunch

Sat 12

10.00 am

Intercessors' Prayer Group (St E. Church)

Tues 15

12.45 am to 2.45 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

Tues 15

2.30-4.00 pm

Thurs 17

10.30 am-12 noon

Thurs 17

2.00-4.00 pm

Bible Study Group
Revd. Rosie Illingworth 5 week Living in Love and Faith
course
Bereavement Group

Fri 18

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Tues 22

12.45 am to 2.45 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

Tues 22

2.30-4.00 pm

Thurs 24

10.30 am-12 noon

Fri 25

10 am - 12 noon

Bible Study Group
Revd. Rosie Illingworth 5 week Living in Love and Faith
course
Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Sat 26

Evening

Italian Jack (dining evening)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

St Eustachius’ Church Useful Contacts
Churchwardens: Mrs Mary Whalley or Mr Graham Whalley - 01822
481179
Director of Music: Mr Scott Angell - 01752 783490
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator: Mrs Elizabeth Maslen - 01822 613512
Children and Families Worker: Ms Fiona Lang families@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Giving Officer: Mr Peter Rowan - 01822 617999
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Miss Rita Bilverstone - 01822 614825 or
safeguarding@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Office: Jo Barton (open M-F 10am to 12 noon) 01822 616673,
parishoffice@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
All other contacts - see church website
www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk

