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From the Ministry Team
Lenten Poem by Ann Weems
Lent is a time to take time to let the power
of our faith story take hold of us,
a time to let the events get up
and walk around in us,
a time to intensify our living unto Christ,
a time to hover over the thoughts of our hearts,
a time to place our feet in the streets of
Jerusalem or to walk along the sea and
listen to his Word,
a time to touch his robe
and feel the healing surge through us,
a time to ponder and a time to wonder….
Lent is a time to allow
a fresh new taste of God!
Perhaps we’re afraid to have time to think,
for thoughts come unbidden.
Perhaps we’re afraid to face our future
knowing our past.
Give us courage, O God,
to hear your Word
and to read our living into it.
Give us the trust to know we’re forgiven
and give us the faith
to take up our lives and walk.
On Ash Wednesday the gift of Lent and the countdown to Easter begins. We have the first
Sunday of Lent, the second Sunday and so on. I often feel I would like the lectionary to read
the 6th Sunday before Easter, the 5th Sunday before Easter etc. because that is our journey, a
journey which takes us to that great feast and great gift of Easter, when Jesus resurrection
becomes our resurrection.
The gift of Easter begins with the gift of Lent, a time when we reflect on the 40 days that Jesus
spent in the wilderness. The wilderness is the land where John the Baptist existed on locusts
and preaching repentance. It is the land where we find Jesus, walking from the Jordan where
He was baptized towards Jerusalem where he would be crucified.
The wilderness is a place of temptation a place of preparation, a place to pray, a place to wait
upon God.
The wilderness is, the often scary and confusing place where God has spoken to God’s people
in the past and through which God had led God’s people to a new and promised life. The

wilderness is not a sign of God’s absence; Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness.
Before Jesus went into the wilderness following his baptism he received God’s blessing. The
temptations and struggles in the wilderness do not determine how God would see Jesus but
how Jesus would see himself. “If you are the Son of God” began the devil’s temptation. In
struggling with temptation Jesus began to know himself to be filled with and led by the Spirit.
Our own temptations, struggles and wilderness experiences can help us to fully know
ourselves and I am reminded of the words; ‘Be still and know that I am God’. The gift of Lent
offers us a time as the poem reads to allow a new fresh taste of God, to hear his word and
read our living into it.
This year we have the opportunity to journey together with Revd Mike on Mondays and a Lent
course placing our feet in the streets of Jerusalem by following Jesus journey to the cross and
his resurrection. We also have an opportunity to join with TACT members for a series of Lent
lunches and time of reflection beginning on Ash Wednesday in St Eustachius Parish Rooms at
12.30.
‘Give us courage O God to hear your word’ and to read our living into it.
With every blessing,
Judith

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Prayer for March
O Lord, when thou givest to thy servants to endeavour in any great matter, grant us also to
know that it is not the beginning but the continuing of the same until it be thoroughly
finished that yieldeth the true glory; through Him who for the finishing of thy work laid
down his life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
This prayer is attributed to Sir Francis Drake and seems to have come from a letter written by
Drake to Sir Francis Walsingham, Secretary of State, on May 17, 1587. It is used by the Sea
Cadets Chaplaincy and also can be for the blessing of ships.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

March Services in the Benefice
March 2022 (Services are in Tavistock Parish Church unless otherwise indicated)
Wed 2

ASH WEDNESDAY
9.00 am
10.30 am
3.30 pm
6.30 pm
7.30 pm

St Peter’s & St Rumon’s Ash Wednesday Service
Holy Communion
Messy Church
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
Sung Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes

Fri 4

8.30 am
2.00 pm

Holy Communion
World Day of Prayer Service

Sun 6

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT
8.00 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with a group for children
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am
Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6.00 pm
Compline

Wed 9

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 11

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Sun 13

2ND SUNDAY OF LENT
8.00 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with a group for children
9.45 am
Prayer and Praise – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am
Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6.00 pm
Stations of the Cross part 1

Wed 16

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 18

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Sun 20

3RD SUNDAY OF LENT
8.00 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion: a service with a group for children
9.45 am
Holy Communion – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am
Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6.00 pm
No Service

Wed 23

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Fri 25

8.30 am

Holy Communion

Sun 27

4TH SUNDAY OF LENT - MOTHERING SUNDAY
8.00 am
Holy Communion
9.45 am
Family Communion & Baptism: a service with a group for children
9.45 am
Family Service – Christ Church, Brentor
11.15 am
Holy Communion – Gulworthy
6.00 pm
Stations of the Cross part 2

Mon 28

2.00 pm

Mout Kelly Foundation Service

Wed 30

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Also, on weekdays, there is Morning Prayer at 8 am and Evening Prayer at 4 pm (6 pm Fridays)

South West Chamber Choir – A Lenten Feast
South West Chamber Choir is returning to St.
Eustachius after a gap of three years, on
Saturday 19 March 2022 at 7:30pm, with a
programme of choral music for the season of
Lent. The concert includes new works by
contemporary local composers such as Brian Chapple and the choir’s director Stephen Trahair,
and well-known anthems by Ireland, Mendelssohn, Howells, Faure and Bach. Tickets, priced at
£10 (£5 under 18), are available online from www.trybooking.co.uk/BLOR, or on the door.
South West Chamber Choir, a group of currently about 22 singers, was formed in 1995. We
have a wide-ranging repertoire of small-scale choral music, secular and sacred, from the
Renaissance to the present day. Much of our repertoire is sung unaccompanied. More
information about the choir and its performances is at www.swcchoir.org.uk.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lent Course 2022

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

An East wind shall blow
A few weeks ago our Sunday morning Gospel reading was from Luke 8 verses 22 to 25, the
storm on the lake. The disciples were travelling with Jesus across the lake, the sea of Galilee,
towards Kursi, a small fishing village on the opposite side to Capernaum. It was set below the
city of Hippos, in the pagan Decapolis region and high on a plateau above Kursi. It was
probably the city referred to by Jesus in the parable where he said, ‘A city set on a hill cannot
be hidden’ (Matthew 5v14).
When a sudden storm blew up, and Jesus was asleep in the boat, the disciples in panic woke
Jesus saying, ‘Master, master, we perish’. Jesus spoke with his divine authority, stilled the
storm, and asked what had happened to their faith. They were so amazed at his authority that
they asked, ‘Who then is this that even the wind and waves obey him’.
Now that is the most significant question one can ever ask, ‘Who then is this?’ A question we
pray that all people may ask, and then find the true answer to just who this was in the boats.
In stilling the storm, Jesus showed his divine authority and fulfilled the words of Psalm 89, “O
Lord God of hosts, who is mighty as thou art. Thou does rule the raging of the sea; when its
waves rise, thou stillest them.” Yes, this was God incarnate, God in person, with them in the
boat.
And that same Jesus walks with us today as we put our faith and trust in him, and is there with
us when we encounter storms in our lives. Let us not be like those disciples, ‘Of little faith’.
So where did that storm come from? In the summer months a west wind called the Gharbiyer
blows across the lake, cooling the intense heat, but not causing any storms. Whereas in the
winter and spring months, an east wind named the Skarkiyeh blows and can often result in the
birth of sudden storms. Knowing that we can put a probable date to our story of around
February of the year AD 29, and this trip represented the first major excursion of Jesus and his
disciples out of the Galilee.
Blessing to you all as you continue to walk with the Lord through this Lenten fast.
Rev Mike
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tales from the Tower
All Change In The Tower
Well, not quite all - but there were a few changes made at our AGM at the beginning of the
month. As, indeed, there should be, for any healthy organisation must be subject to change
from time to time, as circumstances change, people come and go or just get older, or for any
other reason at all find they must hand over their duties - or, hopefully, take them on.

This year I was one of those handing over. I had intended retiring as Secretary last year but
with little ringing and everything being done by zoom (how would we have managed without
it?) it didn’t seem the right time. But this year, there was no question. After three periods as
Secretary in the past 25 years, I felt I had done enough.
Luckily, we had a willing volunteer (or pressed woman) in Jane, who has done this kind of job
many times and will probably be far more efficient than I. So now, since most things that went
wrong in the last few years were generally my fault, they will now be hers! (That’s a joke, by
the way - under Jane’s efficient hand, nothing is likely to go wrong.)
We also have a new Steeplekeeper. This is a rather mysterious term since St Eustachius has
no steeple to keep (or maybe a former, less efficient, Steeplekeeper lost it) but every church
with a bell tower has, or should have a Steeplekeeper, and it is he (or she) who looks after the
maintenance of the bells, their frames, ropes and other bits and pieces and generally keeps
things tidy and working smoothly. We are lucky to have had Ian, who is highly experienced in
this work, having looked after other towers and being Bell Advisor for the county, and our
captain George who knows the bells well and has access to the facilities for doing much of the
‘engineering’ side. And we now have Chris as well, who did such sterling work during
lockdown in getting the clock working again.
Chris also takes care of much of our electrical hardware in the tower and has sourced and
installed fans for improving the ventilation. So it was with some pleasure and confidence that
Ian, having decided it was time for his own retirement, was able to propose him as our new
Steeplekeeper, which was unanimously agreed.
AGMs are generally fairly quiet affairs, with little to debate, but this one was somewhat
different owing to - what else! - Covid. We have for some time now been following all the
government strictures in wearing masks, sanitising, testing before ringing and so on, It was
agreed that for the time being we would all expect to test before ringing and continue to
sanitise, with masks being optional. Hopefully it will not be too long before ringing can be as
free and easy as it always has been, but some of us still feel the need for caution just now.
Happier matters up for discussion were weddings, which we all enjoy ringing for - especially
when they start and finish on time (brides please note!) - and our outing, postponed for the
past two years, which we hope to hold early in October and when we hope, at last, to visit
Colyton to see our much-missed curate Steve Martin, now rector of that beautiful church.
And did I mention ‘people coming and going’? Well, amongst our new ringers this year we
were very happy to welcome Peter and Sarah, both competent ‘ready-made’ ringers, and
another Sarah who is an enthusiast ‘Learner’. We hope they will all enjoy ringing at Tavistock.
So many people have commented to me recently that it is lovely to hear the bells ringing
again. It’s as lovely for us to hear these comments and I am very happy to say thank t looks as
though they will continue be heard for a long time to come.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TACT Lent Lunches
Please come and join Christians from other Tavistock churches for a soup lunch and short
reflection between 12.30-13.30 once a week during Lent. We will be hosting the first of these
lunches in the Parish Rooms on Ash Wednesday 2nd March. We will then visit the Catholic
Church the following Wednesday (9th March). Our journey around the churches will finish in
URC with the Salvation Army on Maundy Thursday 14th April.
Each Lent lunch is from 12.30-13.30 but the venue and the day of the week varies, so please
check the poster carefully!
There will be an opportunity to donate to two good causes. Donations will be divided between
the work of Catalyst and support for Afghan refugees.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Galley and Toilets Project Update
The project to install a galley and toilets facility in the north west corner of the church is
moving forward, under the careful management of Nick Clark as project manager. Faculty
approval was given for the project by the Diocese of Exeter in December 2021 (this is
essentially the same as planning permission for church buildings), and Nick is proceeding with
detailed design work using a selected team of helpers. The project splits into 3 phases:
1.
2.
3.

Design and Approval - complete
Internal Reordering Works – this is to re-site monuments that are in the place where
the Galley and Toilets will be. We are currently waiting for a bid to conduct this
work.
Facility Construction – this is the main contract to build the Galley and Toilets, which
will be put out to competitive tender.

Enough money has been raised to complete stages 1 and 2 above, and if we can secure the
rest of the required funding, we hope to be able to complete the project this year.
The original professional estimate for the total cost of this project was £186,955, and so far we
have spent £5,156 on design and approval works, and need the balance of £181,399 to
complete the project. We have £96,048 in funding and we are confident that we will get a
further £31,000 from the ‘Listed Places of Worship’ scheme, which gives out grants to cover
the VAT on church projects, so this makes a total of £127,048, and leaves us with £54,351 to
find.
We have made an application for a sizeable chunk of this to the National Churches Trust, and
will receive their decision by the end of March. Meanwhile, fundraising continues, and
particular thanks are due to all those who have made personal donations (totalling £13,559)
and the fundraising carried out by Barbara Miller and her team (totalling £4,781 so far). The
remainder of the funding to date has come mostly from the Friends of St Eustachius (£75,000)
and the balance from the PCC, using bequest money.
The inflationary pressures on construction work are currently high, and we won’t know how
we stand until we get quotes through from potential contractors, so the situation could
change.
There is a folder on one of the tables at the back of the church where Nick has placed more
details of the project, including layouts of the design. If you would like to make a contribution
to the funding, please use the card machine at the back of the church (and please gift aid if
you wish), or you can donate online by going through the church website and selecting the
front page banner ‘Raising Funds for the Galley and Toilets Project’ where you will find links
for donation at the bottom of the article.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Parish Centre Available for Hire

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

St. Eustachius’ Church Belfry Group 2022 Lent Challenge
Raising money for Mary’s Meals ‘Bringing hope to a hungry world.’
Mary’s Meals was set up in 2002 to help feed hungry children in Malawi. Twenty years later
they are serving a daily meal for more than two million pupils in 19 countries around the
world.
Mary’s Meals provide a daily meal in a place of learning to attract chronically hungry children
into the classroom, where they receive the education that could be their escape route out of
poverty. It has been found that children who receive Mary’s Meals have higher levels of
attendance and attainment.
It only costs £15.90 to feed one child for a whole school year. We know we are so fortunate
to have access to good food and education, so we would like to do what we can to help other
children have a better life. During Lent we are going to challenge ourselves to do some little
things to raise money for Mary’s Meals that may make a big difference to hungry children
around the world.

Contact Sarah to find out more about this year’s Lent Challenge (sarah.pendle0@gmail.com).
Visit marysmeals.org.uk to learn more about their work.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mission of the Month for March, Church Mission Society
The Church Mission Society – formerly the MissionarySociety - was founded in 1799 by William Wilberforce
MP and other Evangelical Christians. It is an inter
denomination charity with initial emphases on the
abolition of the slave trade, social reform at home and worldwide mission and evangelism.
The society produces a quarterly magazine ‘ Anvil’, now only available on line at The Church
Mission website at: https://churchmissionsociety.org/
There is information about this charity on the Mission of the Month Stand at the back of the
church.
It is our mission of the Month for March, led by Graham Whalley. Donations can be made
through the card machine at the back of the church (where it is listed as a donation option), or
given to Graham in cash or cheque made payable to Tavistock PCC. All proceeds will be passed
on to the Church Mission Society at the end of the month. Thank you!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Gulworthy Notes for March
Dear friends, I apologise that this month’s notes will be rather brief.
As a friend of mine observed recently – be careful what you wish for! I complained last month
that the nasty bugs we had in the new year were NOT covid as I felt that if one was going to
feel that ill, then it may as well be something more than a horrible cold!
After two years of escaping it, the household finally succumbed to covid and it gave us even
more reason to bless the NHS. Though I felt horrible, John was less ill and due to multiple jabs,
we have both come through it well. However, it is the reason that I am rather out of touch
with the Parish, having confined myself to my house and garden.
As I write, we have had the interviews for our new Incumbent and have offered the post to
one of the candidates but we are still awaiting the outcome. We continue to pray that the
candidate feels called to accept and that we can then begin to look forward again to a new era
in our benefice.
With love and prayers from Gulworthy. Stay well!

DIARY
21st March 2022 – St Paul’s APCM. In St Paul’s Church. Communion 7pm. Meeting starts at
7.30pm
14th April – Maundy Thursday service 6.30pm
15th April – Good Friday service. 10.30am.
Saturday 7th May – Car Boot Sale 10-12.30. Venue – Stubberlands. Ring Rosie Steer 01822
833084 for details and to pre-book a slot.
June - Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. TBC. We are hoping for a joint celebration
involving the School, the Parish Council and the Church.
5th June – Jubilee service at St Paul’s. Time TBC
31st July Summer Fete and Dog Show. Venue - Woodovis Caravan Park. Time TBC. This will be
the first held since 2019. Pop the date in the diary and invite every dog you know!

Valentines Lunch Quiz 2022
For those who missed it at the Valentines Lunch, here is the quiz (answers next month):
No. Question
1.

What flower is traditionally linked with Valentine’s day?

2.

In Greek mythology who fell in love with his own image?

3.

How many points is the word ‘love’ worth in Scrabble?

4.

What is the only Shakespeare play with love in the title?

5.

Name the American divorcee that Edward VIII fell in love with?

6.

Which US duo first recorded ‘I’ve lost that loving feeling’?

7.

9.

If you were born on February 14th, what would be your star
sign?
How many Beatles’ songs with ‘love’ or ‘loves’ in the title have
reached number 1?
What is the Greek equivalent of Cupid?

10.

Where would you find ‘love handles’?

11.

Who wrote ‘Sons and Lovers’?

12.

With whom did Jane Eyre fall in love?

13.

15.

Who said ‘Tis better to have loved and lost than never to have
loved at all’?
Much Snogging on the Green is a fictional railway station in
which film?
What is the birthstone for Valentine’s month?

16.

What is a ‘love apple’?

17.

In which century was the first Valentine sent?

18.

Who banned Valentine’s Day?

19.

Who wrote ‘My love is like a red, red rose’?

20.

Who played the title role in the film ‘Shirley Valentine’?

21.

What is the name of the moon associated with February?

22.

24.

What is the first name of Mr. Darcy - the aloof romantic hero in
Jane Austen's novel Pride and Prejudice?
In the Victorian era, mean-spirited valentines were called
‘?????? Valentines?
Which gangster organised the St Valentine’s Day Massacre?

25.

What major invention was patented on Valentine’s Day?

8.

14.

23.

Answer

Concerts in 2022
All concerts are in St Eustachius’
Sat 19 March: South West Chamber Choir. Start at 7.30pm
Sun 24 Apr to Sat 21 May: Tavistock Music and Arts Festival, lunchtime and evening concerts programme to be confirmed
Sat 14 May at 7.30 pm: Vocal Harem
Sat 25 June at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Wed 13th July Evening Concert: Tavistock Lions
Sun 24 July to Sun 31 July: Exon Singers - programme to be confirmed
Sat 17 Sep Evening Concert: HMS Drake Volunteer Band
Sat 24 Sep Evening Concert: Stannary Brass Band
Sat 1 Oct at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Sat 26 Nov at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Sat 17 Dec at 7.30pm: Stannary Brass Band
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tavistock Parish Public Events
March 2022 (events are in the Parish Centre unless otherwise stated)
Tues 1
Wed 2

12 noon
12.30-1.30 pm

Pancake Lunch
TACT Lent Lunch 1

2-4 pm
10.30 am-12
Thurs 3
noon
Fri 4
10 am - 12 noon

Handicraft Group

Sat 5

Evening

Italian Jack (dining evening)

Sun 6

10 am - 12 noon

Record & CD Fair

Mon 7

11.00 am

Lent Course

Tues 8

12.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

Fri 11

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Sat 12

10.00 am

Intercessors' Prayer Group (St E. Church)

Evening

Italian Jack (dining evening)

11.00 am

Lent Course

12.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

12 noon

TACT Lent Lunch 3

2-4 pm

Handicraft Group

2.00-4.00 pm

Bereavement Group

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

11.00 am

Lent Course

12.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Evening

Italian Jack (dining evening)

11.00 am

Lent Course

12.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

2-4 pm

Handicraft Group

Mon
14
Tues
15
Wed
16
Thurs
17
Fri 18
Mon
21
Tues
22
Fri 25
Sat 26
Mon
28
Tues
29
Wed
30

Revd. Rosie Illingworth 5 week Living in Love and Faith course
Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Who was Advertising in 1946?
A kind lady from Yorkshire has sent a 1946 Tavistock Church Guidebook, by JJ Alexander, to us,
which she found in her mother-in-law’s possessions. There are several pages of adverts
contained in the booklet and Tavistock residents among you might enjoy the memories that
they evoke. Here are a few:

There will be more in the next edition, and some of the text by JJ Alexander about the history
of the church.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

St Eustachius’ Church Useful Contacts
Churchwardens: Mrs Mary Whalley or Mr Graham Whalley - 01822
481179
Director of Music: Mr Scott Angell - 01752 783490
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator: Mrs Elizabeth Maslen - 01822 613512
Children and Families Worker: Ms Fiona Lang families@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Giving Officer: Mr Peter Rowan - 01822 617999
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Miss Rita Bilverstone - 01822 614825 or
safeguarding@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Office: Jo Barton (open M-F 10am to 12 noon) 01822 616673,
parishoffice@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
All other contacts - see church website
www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk

