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From the Curatage
Welcome to April’s Parish Magazine!
In the last couple of weeks of March, it definitely felt as though Spring had sprung – the
daffodils shining yellow in my garden and the hedgerows, the sun tempting me outside to
garden without a coat on (in case that feels too idyllic, let me reassure you that most of my
gardening involves hacking back brambles)! It can’t help but lift your spirits after a long and
dark winter – these flashes of rebirth and new life are a real encouragement.
Further encouragement for us is the announcement of the appointment of our new Priest-inCharge, Rev’d Matt Godfrey. Currently serving as a chaplain in the Royal Navy, Matt will be
moving to Tavistock in the summer, along with his wife, Jo, their children, Bethan and
Bartholemew, and various pets. We’re all hugely looking forward to their arrival! Be sure to
say hello if you see them around.
In the meantime, the whole ministry team continues to work hard, especially as we approach
Holy Week and Easter. Our Lenten pattern has been shaped by Mike’s Lent course exploring
the Holy Land, by the TACT Lent lunches, and by Scott’s introduction of a reflective Stations of
the Cross. I’m excited by the plans for Holy Week and Easter, which promise to offer us all a
way to enter in to the story of Christ’s passion and resurrection once again.
The first time I journeyed Holy Week with an Anglican community, I was shocked by the way
that I got swept up into the drama of a story that I thought I knew inside-out. So I encourage
you to come along to all that you can manage; my hope and prayer is that you might well be
surprised by the way that the old story still has the power to become new to us, and in doing
so, make us new, drawing us into Jesus’ resurrection.
Because, becoming new – that’s what resurrection is, isn’t it? And my love of spring is just that
love of resurrection in the everyday life of the world around us. Any of you who have heard
me preach will likely have learnt that I love C.S. Lewis’ The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe.
There’s a moment when the evil White Witch’s sledge can no longer run on the snow which is
melting away, and the spring flowers begin to appear, and the green fuzz of buds appear on
the trees, and the bees buzz through the air, and her servant says, “this is no thaw. This is
spring. What are we to do? Your winter has been destroyed, I tell you! This is Aslan’s doing”.
Of course we all know that Aslan is an image of the work of Jesus Christ in those books; and
so, may you know Jesus’ work in the destruction of winter, the renewal and rebirth of spring,
in the cold and wintery parts of your own lives and the lives of those you love, this Easter time
and always.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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A Prayer for April
Nothing too difficult
Lord help me to remember
No task I face today
Will be greater than the strength you give
To help me on my way
No burden is too heavy
If shared my lord with you
Nothing is too difficult
For you and I to do.
However hard the task may be
That I have got to face
Sufficient strength you give to me
With your unfailing grace.
Lord help me to remember
That you are always there
Your loving arms surround me
And my whole life you share.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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April Services in the Benefice
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Lent Course 2022

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tales from the Tower
Another exciting and tumultuous month has passed in the tower at St Eustachius as winter
draws (hopefully) to an end and Spring brings lighter evenings and, hopefully, lighter hearts.
Covid, spreading even more quickly now, has laid its heavy hand upon us but we seem to be
largely unscathed - well, slightly less scathed anyway! - so far, and with fourth vaccinations
approaching for some of us, and summer bring a lull in the incidence, we may soon be able to
return to normal ringing together - perhaps even all of us without masks! How nice it will be to
see each other smile again.
Practices now go ahead on every Tuesday evening, and Sunday morning services and
weddings are celebrated with the music of bells. Several of us are sharing our skills with other
towers in the area - Bill looks after the ringers at Bridestowe as well as joining Phil and Jane at
Brentor, while Ian and Donna ring regularly at Sampford Spiney, Donna at Peter Tavy and Ian
and Phil both at Exeter Cathedral. (You may wonder if some of us ever have time to do
anything else and the answer is (sometimes) - we don’t! But we usually manage to squeeze
some other life in as well.
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During March, the local Branch of the Devonshire Guild of Bellringers held a practice meeting
at Whitchurch, where about 20 of us met to enjoy ringing together, often able to practise
methods we don’t often get the chance to try. There will be another soon at Lifton - a great
way to get together with ringing friends from other towers and enjoy a Saturday morning in
our favourite way.
We are also practising the special Platinum Bob Triples method, for the Jubiliee is June, which
is coming ever closer. There will be an announcement nearer the time if (when) we put on a
special performance of this at the time. (See if you can spot the difference!)
Meanwhile, we are always looking to share our pastime and our service to the church with
others, and although ringers have for years taught new recruits in a fairly casual way - the
most competent taking on a learner and guiding them through the early stages of ‘handling’
the rope and bell and then into change ringing - there is now a more formal teaching available.
Competent ringers can now become members of the Association of Ringing Teachers and
learn how to teach in (perhaps) a more efficient way. Many towers now have such teaching
ringers and we are proud in Tavistock to have more than one such in our number.
The latest recruit to this august body is Chris, who qualified in January and is now eagerly
looking for recruits to teach. In fact, he really does need to put in some practical teaching and
for that he needs learners. No teacher can achieve much in an empty classroom!
So…. If you, or anyone you know, would like to spend an hour or two a week learning to
handle a bell, just to help Chris in his endeavours, we would really like to hear from you. You
don’t have to have a musical ear (though it helps) and you don’t have to be big or particularly
strong. (You do have to be able to climb the stairs, of course.) You can be any age from, say,
12 upwards and we are not asking you to commit your life to ringing - although you may get
hooked, as we ourselves have. All Chris needs is some willing and adventurous recruits to help
him in his own progress as a teacher.
If you are interested, contact our vice captain, Phil Dunn, at phil.dunn.3cc@btinternet.com
He is sitting by his phone/computer right now, awaiting a flood of willing and eager helpers!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Ukraine Appeal and Outreach
We launched an appeal in early March to support the Disaster Emergency Committee (which
is made up of 15 leading aid charities including the British Red Cross and Christian Aid) in their
work to bring relief to Ukrainian Refugees in Europe. Individual donations given to the church
are being matched funded from our Missionary Giving Budget and so far we have raised
£6394. The appeal continues and the match funding will run at least until the 20th April.
If you haven’t given already and would like to help you can donate online on our website
www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk , in church via donations box or card machine, direct to a
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Churchwarden or via the Parish Office. Please mark any donation ‘Ukraine’ and, if you are
able, please Gift Aid it.
St Eustachius’ has pledged its support to The Sanctuary Foundation to help further with
refugees who may enter the UK. We are also working closely with TACT Churches in Tavistock
to support individuals and families who wish to sponsor and host refugees or give practical
help. If you are willing to host or have already signed up on the Government Website
(https://www.gov.uk/register-interest-homes-ukraine) you are encouraged to also register
with RESET https://www.homesforukraine.org.uk/ . To help the support network grow in
Tavistock please fill in the form/s at the back of church so that TACT can share expertise and
host names as this project develops. The second phase to help refugees who cannot be
sponsored directly is likely to involve local authority placement of families and St Eustachius’
will be ready to help with this – more information to follow. If you would like more help or
detail please contact:
Liz Bastin (lizbastin@hotmail.co.uk)
or James Teague (james.teague@tavistickparishchurch.org.uk
who are the St E’s links with the TACT initiative.
If you have Facebook please join: Tavistock and Ukrainian Friends. This group is bringing local
people together and there are several Ukrainian families involved. You can also find updates
on items needed for the next trip out to Poland (Darren’s cars) and the ‘Van for Life’ project
which is asking for help to buy a minibus which will transport refugees across Europe.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Friends of St Eustachius' - - an update
The Friends are embarking on a new chapter in their existence.
There were notable resignations at the AGM held in January. Judy Hirst stood down as
'Madam Vice', a position she held with much aplomb for many years, and Rick Crawford as
Chairman. They have both given so much and will be sorely missed. Also leaving were Yve
Chesters and Sue Maclaren, both stalwarts of the committee. Thank you to you all.
So you can see new blood is needed. This need not mean joining the committee - a pool of
folk willing to help at events would be wonderful.
We are delighted that Anne Johnson has been elected as the new Chairman, and we are now
sounding out possible committee members. Is there anyone out there interested?
Our first venture this year will be the Fete, being held on Saturday July 9th. It will follow the
usual pattern, and help will be much appreciated on the Friday and Saturday, erecting tents
and tables and running stalls. Of course we will also require stuff to sell. So please put the
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date in your diary and look out for further information. It's always a fun event and a good fund
raiser.
The Christmas Tree Festival last year was welcomed back with much enthusiasm, and we are
so grateful for all the support we received from the church and the local community. Everyone
was so happy to see us back. We are already looking forward to the next one (Dec 3 - 11) marmalade has already been made!
Other events in the pipeline are a quiz, a racenight and the annual golf tournament.
We made good use of the pandemic lockdown to refurbish the parish centre, which now looks
clean and fresh and raring to go. Enid Williams' bequest to The Friends made this possible, and
we are most grateful for her generosity.
Thank you for your support in the past - please keep it coming as we strive to raise money for
the upkeep and enhancement of our lovely church.
Contact Anne Johnson: annejohnson@msn.com or 01822 613807
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mission of the Month for April, Mothers’ Union
Since 1876 when Mary Summer, a vicar’s wife,
founded the Mothers’ Union, it has endeavoured to
demonstrate Christian faith in action. Members work
around the world as volunteers in their communities. Some of which, are the most
impoverished communities in the world, bringing hope and building resilience.
In Sudan in the diocese of Juba and Rejaf, Mothers’ Union is working to implement a Literacy
and Gender Training Programme. It is assumed that at least 70% of the participants would be
survivors of gender-based violence. Empowering them with literacy skills, through their
education, they would become key instigators of community development, while South Sudan
transitions to democracy.
In Burundi, Mothers’ Union is planning to establish a sustainable Literacy Economic and Social
Empowerment Project. This will focus on supporting women who are sole providers for
themselves and their families, helping to open up an array of new possibilities for them.
Throughout Britain and Ireland, members work hard to support prison chaplains by prayer,
keeping in contact and responding to requests for practical support. There are plans for
running tea bars, creches and play areas, offering parenting courses, craft sessions and book
making. Many other projects happen all over our country and the world.
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This is just a minute part of the work done by Mothers’ Union and as always is supported by
prayer, which is at the heart of all the Mother’s Union undertakings.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Memory Day

Plant a wildflower
In Memory Of
Someone you Love
Come to : Chapel Barn, Tuell Farm
Milton Abbot nr Tavistock PL19 8PY
On: Sunday 8th May
Drop in anytime between : 11am—3.30pm

All Welcome!
Plant a small wildflower plant (all plants provided)
in the wildflower meadow or orchards at Tuell Farm for
someone you would like to remember.
There will be an opportunity to write a message or place a marker.

Tea, Coffee & Cake provided.
No payment required
(Any donations to our Chapel Barn retreat welcome!)
If you would like to come, please email
giselle@emptybox.co.uk to help us know numbers
Any queries call 07808 139787 or 01822 870122
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Gulworthy Notes for April
After a glorious last week of March, the weather forecast seems to suggest we are in for a
chilly start to April. Our fruit trees are beginning to flower and a few early veg seeds have
been planted so I am crossing my fingers that the snow stays on the high ground!
Gardening – a pleasure and an equal frustration!
We had our Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) on 21st March during which we looked
back over the past year and forward to the next. On the whole, St Paul’s is in a better position
than a year ago thanks to the generosity of the wider parish. I know I have said this before,
but it is worth saying again – thank you for your monetary support over the past twelve
months. Now that we are able to have a bit more normality, the PCC be discussing the best
use of the donations.
The PCC numbers 8 at present which for a small parish is actually quite good, however, we are
always looking for new members with fresh ideas and we are able to “co-opt” members for
short periods and for specific purposes, so if anyone feels that they might be interested in
such a role without the commitment of full membership, then we would be delighted to have
you. Fundraising and our toilet project are areas where a co-opted member would be a great
addition! My contact details are at the bottom of the notes.
Mother’s Day in St Paul’s was delightful. A congregation of 27, posies for all and a lovely
service led by Rev’ Judith Blowey. I apologise to the preacher (Judith) if I was distracted by the
butterfly landing on the altar behind her and a group of long-tailed tits who were fluttering
between the windows at the east end and peering in at the congregation. The daffodils and
primroses in the churchyard are spectacular this year, it is worth a diversion to see them
whilst they are in full bloom.
So, we look to our Easter celebrations, to renewal and to new life both in the church and the
hedgerows. Easter, the ending of a human life but the beginning of something greater than
any of us – the beginning of the Christian faith and of a new relationship with God.
May God bless us all at Eastertide.
Gill Reed 01822 834105 smallmammal@hotmail.co.uk
DIARY
2nd April – 2pm. St Pauls church spring clean. All help welcome.
14th April – Maundy Thursday service 6.30pm
15th April – Good Friday service. 10.30am.
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Saturday 7th May – Car Boot Sale 10-12.30. Venue – Stubberlands. Ring Rosie Steer 01822
833084 for details and to pre-book a slot.
June - Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
4th June – Gulworthy Parish Beacon Lighting. From 8pm -11pm
5th June – Jubilee service at St Paul’s. 11.15am
Followed by food, activities games and more on Gulworthy School playing fields 12.15 4.15pm
31st July Summer Fete and Dog Show. Venue - Woodovis Caravan Park. Time TBC. This will be
the first held since 2019. Pop the date in the diary and invite every dog you know!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Valentines Lunch Quiz 2022 - Answers
Here are the answers to the quiz from the Valentines Lunch which was included in last
month’s magazine:
No.

Question

Answer

1.

What flower is traditionally linked with Valentine’s day?

Rose

2.

In Greek mythology who fell in love with his own image?

Narcissus

3.

How many points is the word ‘love’ worth in Scrabble?

7

4.

What is the only Shakespeare play with love in the title?

Love’s labour’s lost

5.

Name the American divorcee that Edward VIII fell in love with?

Wallis Simpson

6.

Which US duo first recorded ‘I’ve lost that loving feeling’?

Righteous Brothers

7.

If you were born on February 14th, what would be your star sign?

Aquarius

8.

How many Beatles’ songs with ‘love’ or ‘loves’ in the title have
reached number 1?

4

9.

What is the Greek equivalent of Cupid?

Eros

10.

Where would you find ‘love handles’?

Fat around the waist

11.

Who wrote ‘Sons and Lovers’?

D. H. Lawrence

12.

With whom did Jane Eyre fall in love?

Mr Rochester
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13.

Who said ‘Tis better to have loved and lost than never to have loved
at all’?

Tennyson

14.

Much Snogging on the Green is a fictional railway station in which
film?

Carry On Loving

15.

What is the birthstone for Valentine’s month?

Amethyst

16.

What is a ‘love apple’?

Tomato

17.

In which century was the first Valentine sent?

1415

18.

Who banned Valentine’s Day?

Oliver Cromwell

19.

Who wrote ‘My love is like a red, red rose’?

Robert Burns

20.

Who played the title role in the film ‘Shirley Valentine’?

Pauline Collins

21.

What is the name of the moon associated with February?

Snow

22.

What is the first name of Mr. Darcy - the aloof romantic hero in Jane
Austen's novel Pride and Prejudice?

Fitzwilliam

23.

In the Victorian era, mean-spirited valentines were called ‘??????
Valentines?

Vinegar Valentines

24.

Which gangster organised the St Valentine’s Day Massacre?

Al Capone

25.

What major invention was patented on Valentine’s Day?

Telephone
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Concerts in 2022
All concerts are in St Eustachius’
Please note that the Kelly Choral Society concert on Sat 30 Apr at 7.30 pm has been
cancelled
Sun 24 Apr to Sat 21 May: Tavistock Music and Arts Festival, lunchtime and evening concerts programme available at www.tavistockfestival.org
Sat 14 May at 7.30 pm: Vocal Harem
Sat 4 Jun Evening Concert Peter Blazley organist (to be confirmed)
Sat 25 June at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Wed 13th July 7.30 pm: Tavistock Lions Carnival Concert – Stannary Brass Band and Blowzone,
and more.
Sun 24 July to Sun 31 July: Exon Singers - programme to be confirmed
Sat 17 Sep Evening Concert: HMS Drake Volunteer Band
Sat 24 Sep Evening Concert: Stannary Brass Band
Sat 1 Oct at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Thur 6 Oct Evening Concert: Two Moors Festival
Sat 26 Nov at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Sat 17 Dec at 7.30pm: Stannary Brass Band

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Tavistock Parish Public Events
April 2022 (events are in the Parish Centre unless otherwise stated)
Mon 4

11.00 am

Lent Course

Tues 5

12.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

Fri 8

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Sat 9

10.00 am

Intercessors' Prayer Group (St E. Church)

Evening

Italian Jack (dining evening)

Mon 11

11.00 am

Lent Course

Tues 12

12.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

Wed 13

2-4 pm

Handicraft Group

Fri 15

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Good Friday (St E. Church)

Tues 19

12.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

Thur 21

2.00 pm

Bereavement Group

Fri 22

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

2.00 pm

Easter Fashion Show and Cream Tea

Mon 25

11.00 am

Lent Course

Tues 26

12.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

Wed 27

2-4 pm

Handicraft Group

Fri 29

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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1946 Tavistock Parish Church Guidebook
Here are some more of the adverts from the 1946 Tavistock Church Guidebook, by JJ
Alexander, further to those that were featured is last month’s magazine. Some of you will
probably recognize some of the names:

And on the following pages is the Foreword to the guide:
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St Eustachius’ Church Useful Contacts
Churchwardens: Mrs Mary Whalley or Mr Graham Whalley - 01822
481179
Director of Music: Mr Scott Angell - 01752 783490
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator: Mrs Elizabeth Maslen - 01822 613512
Children and Families Worker: Ms Fiona Lang families@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Giving Officer: Mr Peter Rowan - 01822 617999
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Miss Rita Bilverstone - 01822 614825 or
safeguarding@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Office: Jo Barton (open M-F 10am to 12 noon) 01822 616673,
parishoffice@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
All other contacts - see church website
www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
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