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From the Ministers
From Mary Tavy.
I bring greetings to you all from Kenya, where we celebrated Palm Sunday in the garden with
our grandsons waving very large freshly cut banana leaves. They then placed the banana
leaves on the ground and little Zac climbed onto his older brother’s back and rode over the
leaves whilst we all sang,’ Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!’
Our long-awaited trip to Kenya,
including a family safari to the
Mara National game reserve was
a wonderful time of refreshment
for us but as we travelled around
the country, we were aware of
the effects of drought,
particularly in the rift valley. On
our final day as we observed a
very thirsty impala leap the hotel
perimeter fence to drink from
the only remaining pool of fresh
water; the words of psalm 42
took on fresh meaning. For the
antelope it was a matter of living
or dying, whilst he waited for rain.
1 As the deer longs for the water brooks,
so longs my soul for you, O God.
2 My soul is athirst for God, even for the living God;
when shall I come before the presence of God?
The image has made me question again, how thirsty am I for God; do we recognise that
desperate longing for God, that the psalmist describes? Do we make the most of the
wonderful opportunities we have during festivals, on Sundays and during the week to
consciously ‘come before the presence of God?’
During the pandemic, especially during the first lockdown, I recognised that deep thirst for
the Eucharist as well as a desire for fellowship, and a deep longing to kneel before the altar
when the churches were locked. But now we can worship freely again, do we truly value the
opportunities we are given?
We had some wonderful services over Easter. It was good to return from Kenya in time for the
Holy Week services, including the Good Friday ascent of Brentor with our re-enactment of our
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Lord’s Passion. The weather wasn’t very warm, but at least it was dry! It was also a great joy to
worship, after a gap of 2 years, with Christians from all denominations at RISEN on Easter
Monday. This was particularly special after the weekly TACT Lent lunches had been such a
success.
And now, at the beginning of May we are in the wonderful Easter Season. I always look
forward to the month of May. The warblers singing in the garden and the leaves on the trees
looking so fresh and green, I wait expectantly for the 2 ancient and very resilient hawthorns to
produce their mayflowers on the top of the Tor next to St Michael’s. Will they flower in May,
or will I have to wait until June? I am also looking out for the return of the swallows that will
hopefully, once again nest in the porch.
The words of Psalm 84 always come to mind as I watch the swallows swooping around the
church:
How lovely is your dwelling place,
LORD Almighty!
2
My soul yearns, even faints,
for the courts of the LORD;
my heart and my flesh cry out
for the living God.
3
Even the sparrow has found a home,
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may have her young—
a place near your altar,
LORD Almighty, my King and my God.
4
Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
they are ever praising you.
But it is not only the swallows who come here from Africa, the Painted Lady butterflies also
seek out the summit of Brentor as a resting place, to bask in the sun, following their long
migration.

(Painted Lady outside St Michael’s- spotted in June, last year)
We are so blessed that God has given us beautiful peaceful
places to go and stand and stare or sit and contemplate
throughout our benefice, whether it is at the top of Brentor,
or beside the pond near Christ Church or kneeling at the altar
and gazing at the stained glass windows in St Eustachius, or
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enjoying the churchyards of Tavistock and Gulworthy. Of course, for the more adventurous a
walk along part of the Archangel Way from St Michael’s may offer a time of spiritual
refreshment.
I hope and pray we will all enjoy some Spiritual refreshment this May.
Blessings
Hazel
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Prayer for May

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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May Services in the Benefice
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Tales from the Tower
Life in the ringing chamber is fairly quiet at the moment (although not so much outside,
perhaps, when we are pulling on the ropes). It’s a little like the quiet few days between
Christmas and New Year, when we can all draw breath after one round of festivities (and all
the preparation entailed) and the next. We’ve had those, we’ve had Easter, we’re full of
chocolate eggs and hot cross buns, and we’re taking a time of rest and recreation before the
next great event.
The next great event on this year’s calendar being - of course - the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
celebrations in June. Churches all over the country are preparing special services and their bell
ringers are preparing some equally special ringing. Some will be ringing peals, lasting up to
three hours or even longer. Others will aim for a more modest ‘quarter peal’ , which at 45
minutes’ continuous ringing, with no repetition, is still no mean achievement. A number of
these will be of special ‘methods’ (ringerese for the musical patterns produced by the
changing permutations of the bells as they ring) such as Platinum Bob, which we are practising
in Tavistock. And the traditional Devon call changes have their own ‘Queen’s Peal’ which
doubtless many country churches will be proud to ring on the day.
When and for how long the ringing will take place is yet to be decided. There are so many bells
to ring but not always enough ringers to ring them. We may have to spend quite a lot of time
travelling between churches to ring as many as we can.
Ringing as a hobby has declined sadly over the last half century or so, which is a great shame,
for in my view it is up there with the best of pastimes. It’s sociable - ringers are a friendly
crowd and will always welcome visiting ringers; it’s family-friendly (children can learn from
around 11 years old and pick it up very quickly); it’s great physical exercise although you don’t
have be big and brawny; it can be as mentally challenging as you wish; and a ringers’ outing
can lead you to corners of the country you’d never normally visit.
(In fact, if you follow any of the Tavistock Facebook pages you will see our vice captain Phil’s
colourful advertisements encouraging new ringers along to try it. If you don’t ‘do’ Facebook,
you can come anyway - just pop up the tower stairs one Tuesday evening, and meet us there.)
Reverting to the Jubilee, we haven’t any firm plans yet and will probably fit in with whatever
St Eustachius and the town are doing. But even in Tavistock, it’s dependent on getting the
ringers -as I’ve said, there will be so many churches wanting their bells to be rung on that day,
and so many of them, sadly, just don’t have a full band of their own. So it may be that we
ringers have a busy weekend ahead, travelling from one tower to another, just like on
Deanery Day. (Perhaps we should have moved that day to June, just for this year…)
Thinking about the Jubilee reminds me that although this is indeed the 70th anniversary of the
Queen’s accession, it isn’t the 70th anniversary of her coronation, which was in June 1953. (I
know, because I rang for that too!). The death of King George the Sixth, in February 1952, was
so unexpected that a Coronation had been unplanned at that point and it was also felt that
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people should be given time to come to terms with the new situation, so the following June
was chosen as being likely to provide better weather than if it had been held in winter or even
spring.
Naturally, it rained….. just as it did on the Golden Jubilee, ten years ago - remember those
poor singers on the Thames, valiantly pouring their hearts out as the heavens poured rain
down upon their heads?
Maybe we’ll have better luck this time. But whatever the weather, we shall all, no doubt enjoy
it. And I’ll tell you something else that’s good about bellringing….
It isn’t weather dependent. It’s all indoors. Ringers never get wet!
Donna Baker
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Prayer and Stillness Group
The Prayer and Stillness meditation group has not met since the first lockdown but we are
planning to start up again in May. Affiliated to the national organisation of Julian Groups, we
meet together for readings, music, prayer and, above all, silence. These sessions enable us to
relax, withdraw for an hour from our busy lives and just “be still and know” that we are in
God’s presence and there is nothing else we need to do.
The sessions begin with a “gathering” prayer, followed by some gentle music to still our bodies
and minds, leading to a short reading from the Bible, a poem or devotional book, after which
is a time of silence. Another reading and silence then follow, ending with further music to
bring us back to the present, when we have a time in intercessions for those on our hearts
who are in trouble. The session then finishes with tea or coffee although some members of
the group prefer to leave before this to retain the quiet atmosphere of the meditation hour.
Those who have attended these meetings previously have valued this opportunity to draw
together in the silence and, as we still our bodies, our minds are also quietened.
We are planning to meet on the second Monday of each month at 2.30 pm at 5 Hurdwick
Road, the home of Barbara and Tony Miller, telephone 01822-616018, starting on Monday, 9
May at 2.30 pm.
If anyone is interested in joining us, please contact Barbara, or myself on 613922. We would
love to have you with us.
Elizabeth Watkins
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Mission of the Month for May, Christian Aid
Christian Aid is an ecumenical charity concerned mainly with third
world countries now known as developing countries. It started at
the end of the second world war, mainly in Europe, but is now
world wide. Its main fundraising activity is during the second week of May, which is why we
have it as our Mission for May.
You can donate in 3 ways:
1. By a retiring collection after a 9.45am Sunday service
2. By cheque direct to a churchwarden (made out to Tavistock PCC)
3. Using the Card machine at the back of St Eustachius’ Church. Select Christian Aid from
the Menu
All funds collected will be forwarded to Christian Aid at the end of the month.
Thank you
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Memory Day

Plant a wildflower
In Memory Of
Someone you Love
Come to : Chapel Barn, Tuell Farm
Milton Abbot nr Tavistock PL19 8PY
On: Sunday 8th May
Drop in anytime between : 11am—3.30pm

All Welcome!
Plant a small wildflower plant (all plants provided)
in the wildflower meadow or orchards at Tuell Farm for
someone you would like to remember.
There will be an opportunity to write a message or place a marker.

Tea, Coffee & Cake provided.
No payment required
(Any donations to our Chapel Barn retreat welcome!)
If you would like to come, please email
giselle@emptybox.co.uk to help us know numbers
Any queries call 07808 139787 or 01822 870122

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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A Pause for Thought
Even Saints have bad days. Mother Teresa of Calcutta had plenty of not so good days and
when she did she made sure she read the following note that she pinned up on her wall:

People are often unreasonable and self-centered.
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of ulterior motives.
Be kind anyway.
If you are honest, people may cheat you.
Be honest anyway.
If you find happiness, people maybe jealous.
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today maybe forgotten tomorrow.
Do good anyway.
Give the world the best you have and it may never be enough.
Give your best anyway.
For you see, in the end, it is between you and God. It was never between you and them
anyway.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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An Update on the Galley and Toilets Project and Other Projects in the P700
Programme
In the March Magazine I gave an update on the progress of the Galley and Toilets Project,
which is a major current project within our P700 Programme of maintenance and
improvement projects for the church. From that update, you may recall that we were
expecting to be informed by the end of March of the outcome of a bid we had made to the
National Churches Trust for £50,000 towards the project. Unfortunately we were
unsuccessful on this bid – there are many bids they had to consider, and they also have
current regional priorities which do not include the south-west.
Disappointing as this is, it will not necessarily have any affect on the timing of the work of
the project, as we are finding that this is being driven more by the availability of
contractors to do the work. For the first phase of the work (the re-placement of the
memorials currently in the place where the new facility will be built), a quote was received
which was very much higher than the estimate of cost, and this contractor could not start
until 2023. We are now awaiting a second quote, from a contractor who can do the work in
October this year, so we will have to see if they offer an affordable price. If they do, we
have the funds in place to do the work.
Being mindful of the high current inflation on building materials and work, we are seeking a
revised estimate of the second phase of the project, which is the construction work for the
Galley and Toilets, to guide our fundraising. We will continue to raise further funds by
Barbara Miller and her excellent team, as well as by your kind donations, by an appeal to
local businesses and with further applications to grant awarding bodies. It is likely that the
Friends of St Eustachius will offer us more funding and the PCC will probably be able to use
dedicated funding from recent bequests to the Parish. Optimistically, we might be in a
position to complete the work in 2023, if we can arrange the delicate planning of avoiding
key events in the church (such as the Exon Festival and Christmas services).
I have been made aware of concern that the effort and funding being put into the Galley
and Toilets Project is preventing work on the maintenance of the church, and I would like
to assure you that this is not the case. The P700 Programme is a full list of all maintenance
and improvement projects for the church, from which all the high priority tasks are
selected and carried out, with the approval of the PCC. The other high priority tasks in this
programme are:
Repairs to the Church Roof – a contractor has been selected, a price agreed and
approved by the PCC. We are only waiting for the work to be carried out.
Tower abseil work – this includes a mandatory safety inspection of the lightning
conductor, as well as clearance of vegetation and inspection for defects. This work is yet
to be contracted but is programmed for this year.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------12

Gulworthy Notes for May
Happy May Day! When I was at primary school in Oxfordshire in the mid-60s, we used to
celebrate May Day with the crowning of a May Queen in the church followed by a parade
around the whole village carrying bunches of spring flowers. I had the excitement of being an
attendant to the queen – a girl of whom we were all very jealous, as she got to wear a crown
of fresh flowers and a velvet cape whereas we just had posies and very 1960s white frocks.
There was a celebratory tea and we danced (rather untidily) around a ribbon wrapped May
pole. I’m sure none of us knew that such celebrations went back to the festival of Flora the
Roman goddess of flowers but it did celebrate the glories of late spring and the real
“greening” of the countryside.
I go out into my garden and see the little Acers bursting into leaf and various birds frantically
gathering nesting materials. The familiar old nesting sites have been reclaimed and even the
RSPB slate roofed bird box is being viewed by various potential tenants, though they do seem
to think it’s rather expensive, so its always the last property to be taken! For those who have
followed the agony of the Morwellham Pear – it was well covered in blossom and has already
got some little set fruits, it obviously needed to be at least 6 years old – pity that last year’s
fruit was a little insipid in taste – you can’t win.
In early April we had a working party to get the church spick and span for Easter – thanks to all
who helped both inside and out, especially those who shinned up ladders to clean out the roof
gullies and wash the windows. It looked lovely at easter, especially with the beautiful displays
of easter lilies. Thank you to everyone.
Our Easter services at Gulworthy were delightful. At the Maundy Thursday service, Judith
washed John Reed’s feet which he felt was very humbling. Good Friday morning was a service
of scripture reading, poetry, music and prayer - a wonderful opportunity for quiet
contemplation. St Paul’s joined Brentor on their Good Friday ascent of the Tor with
participants re-enacting the story of Easter from the garden of Gethsemane to the summit of
the tor and Jesus’ last moments on the cross. It was a deeply moving event, brilliantly enacted
and some of us from Gulworthy had the privilege to play various parts. Thank you to all who
arranged this and for inviting us to join you.
So, we look to a more “normal” year of events in Gulworthy starting with our 2nd car boot sale
on May 7th. Details are below in the diary as are details of other fundraising events and the
weekend of evets for the Queen’s Jubilee. We hope you will be able to join us this year at one
of our events or even all of them! It is a joy to be able to have the parish open up again and to
be able to share our hopes and vision for the future of St Paul’s.
God Bless
Gill Reed 01822 834105 smallmammal@hotmail.co.uk
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GULWORTHY DIARY
Saturday 7th May – Car Boot Sale 10-12.30. Venue – Stubberlands. Ring Rosie Steer 01822
833084 for details and to pre-book a slot.
June - Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
2nd June – Gulworthy Parish Beacon Lighting. From 8pm -11pm
4th -5th Jubilee exhibition in the Parish Hall
5th June – Jubilee service at St Paul’s. 11.15am
Followed by food, activities games and more on Gulworthy School playing fields 12.15 4.15pm
31st July Summer Fete and Dog Show. Venue - Woodovis Caravan Park. Time TBC. This will be
the first held since 2019. Pop the date in the diary and invite every dog you know!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Concerts in 2022
All concerts are in St Eustachius’
Sun 24 Apr to Sat 21 May: Tavistock Music and Arts Festival, lunchtime and evening concerts –
programme available at www.tavistockfestival.org
Sat 14 May at 2.30 pm: Vocal Harem (This is a ‘Lucky Dip’ concert, meaning they will put
names of songs in a hat & pull one out to choose each song). All welcome and it will last
approx. an hour.
Sat 4 Jun Evening Concert Peter Blazley organist (to be confirmed)
Sat 25 June at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Wed 13th July 7.30 pm: Tavistock Lions Carnival Concert – Stannary Brass Band and Blowzone,
and more.
Mon 25 July Lunchtime Concert: Truro Cathedral Choir – to be confirmed
Thur 28 July to Sun 31 July: Exon Singers – programme to be confirmed
Sat 17 Sep Evening Concert: HMS Drake Volunteer Band
Sat 24 Sep Evening Concert: Stannary Brass Band
Sat 1 Oct at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Thur 6 Oct Evening Concert: Two Moors Festival
Sat 26 Nov at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Sat 17 Dec at 7.30pm: Stannary Brass Band
Thur 22 Dec Evening Concert: Wheelhouse Folk Choir

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Tavistock Parish Public Events for May
May 2022 (events are in the Parish Centre unless otherwise stated)
Tues 3 12.30 - 2.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

2.30 - 4 pm

Bible Study Meeting

Fri 6

10 am - 12
noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Sat 7

10.00 am

Intercessors' Prayer Group (St E. Church)

Mon 9 2.30 pm

Prayer and Stillness Group, held in Barbara and Tony Miller's
house (5, Hurdwick Road, Tavistock)

Tues
10

12.30 - 2.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

2.30 - 4 pm

Bible Study Meeting

Wed
11

2 - 4 pm

Handicraft Group

Fri 13

10 am - 12
noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Tues
17

12.30 - 2.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

2.30 - 4 pm

Bible Study Meeting

7.00 pm

Annual Parochial Church Meeting

2 - 4 pm

Bereavement Group

Fri 20

10 am - 12
noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Tues
24

12.30 - 2.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

2.30 - 4 pm

Bible Study Meeting

Wed
25

2 - 4 pm

Handicraft Group

Fri 27

10 am - 12
noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Tues
31

12.30 - 2.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

2.30 - 4 pm

Bible Study Meeting

Wed
18
Thur
19
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1946 Tavistock Parish Church Guidebook

Following the Forweword last month, here is the next section of the 1946 Guidebook by JJ
Alexander MA:
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St Eustachius’ Church Useful Contacts
Churchwardens: Mrs Mary Whalley or Mr Graham Whalley - 01822
481179
Director of Music: Mr Scott Angell - 01752 783490
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator: Mrs Elizabeth Maslen - 01822 613512
Children and Families Worker: Ms Fiona Lang families@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Giving Officer: Mr Peter Rowan - 01822 617999
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Miss Rita Bilverstone - 01822 614825 or
safeguarding@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Office: Jo Barton (open M-F 10am to 12 noon) 01822 616673,
parishoffice@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
All other contacts - see church website
www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
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