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From the Curatage
As I write this month’s introduction to the Parish Magazine, it’s warmer outside than in my
house – so I hope that you’re able to make the most of the beautiful sunshine that we’ve had
and will hopefully continue having! For me, it’s always easier to be thankful for all God’s gifts
when the sun is shining – although my garden would very much appreciate some more rain.
My favourite plant at the moment is the climbing rose by my front door, which is a shock of
bright pink and a delight every time I go in and out my door.
Through these summer months, we’re beginning to look forward to Matt, Jo, Bethan and
Bartholemew’s arrival, so do say hello to them if you see them around. As part of our
preparation for their arrival, on the 10th July we’re going to do some thinking about the way
that we support the ministry of the church, whether through the church groups and wider
community organisations we contribute to, through our skills and time, or through our
financial resources. Please do come along and prepare to celebrate the contributions that our
church family makes to our town, and to explore where God might be calling us in the future.
One of the church family’s contributions to the town is our annual church fete, which is
happening this year on Saturday 9th July. Various stalls and activities are being planned, so
pray for good weather and come along to see what’s happening. I’m looking forward to
browsing the second-hand bookstall when I can escape the children’s corner! Thank you in
advance to all of you who have contributed to the fun of the day.
The church’s family ministry team is also planning a weekly holiday club to run over the
summer holidays on a Wednesday, to include fun activities and a hot lunch for those who
come – please do publicise this to families you know who might be interested. We’d also love
some extra volunteers to help out and join in the fun, so do let myself or Sarah Pendle know if
you would like to find out more.
We are also aware that there are many people, in our church family and our wider
community, who are struggling with the rising costs of living. Please do get in touch with our
ministry or pastoral care team; there are various places that support is available, and you are
not on your own.
In amongst all that is going on, I hope and pray that you find some time to rest and know
God’s love for you.
Rosie
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A Prayer for July
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July Services in the Benefice
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What Do You Want a Priest For?
Sermon, Tavistock 26th June 2022
Well, we are twelve weeks away from receiving our new incumbent, Matt. And it may be
timely to be rehearse this question:
What do you want a priest for?
The answer would be different to that given by our predecessors 50 years or 100 years ago,
not least because the reduction of clergy in the Church of England over 50 years by a half –
from 16,000 to 8,000 – has forced us to ask “What is the quintessential role of a parish priest”.
Is it as a manager, to run the parishes from top to bottom? To manage the arrangements of
rotas, services, churchyards, fabric, finance, choirs, choirs, organists, flowers and bells; and
personally to undertake all visiting, house communions and hospital visits, baptism and
wedding preparation; to handle committee agendas, magazine editorial and production
work?!
No, not nowadays – though that was generally the work of the parson 50 years ago, when
there was one for nearly every parish in the diocese; and, of course, I caricature what they did
– though not by much. Most of this was expected of me only 36 years ago in my first
incumbency – even including flower arranging! (The rector’s wife had always arranged the
flowers behind the altar. My darling wife was not gifted in that field of expertise, so it was
suggested that I might do it. I didn’t.) I have always been blessed with wonderful
Churchwardens, treasurers, secretaries and Readers and they always played their part, along
with PCC members – helping the clergy to do their job, as many viewed it.
Recent times have seen a massive shift in the workings of a parish – and you have witnessed
this. Clergy have been forced (by God himself?) to delegate many things in the management
and running of a parish – and in the mission and ministry of the church. Thank God. Clergy are
learning, as all should, that “a failure to delegate is a denial of the Holy Spirit to do things in
others”.
We have been forced (by God?) to re-examine what is the quintessential offering of service
which the priest brings to the church. And this quote by Hans Weber may help us: “The laity
are not the helpers of the clergy so that the clergy can do their job…. but the clergy are the
helpers of the whole people of God, so that the laity can be the church”.
We may see, looking back, that for far too long the church was male, clergy dominated –
clericalized – whereby the professional ministry and mission of the church was confined to the
man in the dog collar. But a professional is one who professes. Of course, today it means a
person who is paid for doing something (and isn’t it sad how the whole feel of a passion and
talent changes when a sportsperson turns from amateur to professional?) But, in essence it
means one who declares publicly, who “professes”, a skill in, and passion for, something. In
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this sense the clergy exist to enable you and me to become professional, professing Christians
– declaring publicly in action and word what we have come to believe in, understand and live
out. (And of course, I would never want to lose sight of the beauty of the word “amateur”,
meaning one who does something for love of it: we are at the same time professionals and
amateurs).
So, what do we want a priest for here?
1. A priest is ordained into holy orders to live a life happily under the authority of the

church and the discipline of those orders. This requires a rhythm of daily prayer and
devotions, of study and reflection in order to equip others by their preaching, teaching
and example.
2. The representational roll: in public ministry the priest represents the church in a

recognised way both to the congregation and the wider world; and is to be a visible sign
of the church in the community. (I am mystified by fellow clergy who think they are
more accessible and ‘ordinary’ in an open neck shirt and keep their dog collars only for
special churchy occasions. I recall the number of times I have been approached in the
street and asked for help, simply because I was identified).
3. A priest is a focus for ministry in the church: and she or he gathers people in worship

and this is especially visible in the Holy Communion where the priest presides and
voices the words of Our Lord as bread and wine are blessed. The priest is a channel for
the other sacraments of pronouncing absolution, blessing, healing, baptism and holy
matrimony.
4. A priest is an intercessor, both in prayer and in the sense of speaking for others and for

God – heaven help him or her – a bridge builder and reconciler, bringing people to God
and reconciling people to each other.
5. Spiritual leadership. A priest is called always to be a prophetic voice, interpreting

theologically in the life of church and society, holding a vision for both with gospel
values. Priestly leadership is to be modelled on that of Our Lord Jesus and is therefore
crucially one of servant leadership.
6. Pastor. The pastoral work of a church is a shared ministry of the ordained and lay

members, as in most things, But the priest is called to undertake quality pastoring him
and herself, not least when the sacraments are part of that ministry.
There are other aspects of priestly ministry, of course, let alone the necessary duties of
an incumbent of a benefice.
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But whatever the functions of a parish priest, the importance of this person in church
and community is as much about being as doing. And in order for a parish priest to be a
person of prayer and study, of reflection and preparation for quality leadership and
unhurried pastoring, then the running of the church has to be a shared affair.
We are looking for ministering congregations – as the church was always meant to be,
if I read St Paul correctly in Ephesians chapter 4 – and not congregations centred around
a minister.
Here at St Eustachius and around this benefice with those at Gulworthy and Brentor we
thank Our Lord for so many people who bring their worship, their love, time, talents and
giving to His church. The pastoral care networks are exemplary, if I may say, shared by
laity and clergy.
Only you know if and how you may serve in the ministry of this church. For many, the
days of much physical or mental output is limited by virtue of age. But your prayers are
an essential part of this corporate ministry – in fact, the lifeblood of its health.
Above all, the church is to be an offering of love – for God, for Tavistock, for the world.
If it is not, it is not the church of Christ.
I end with the superb words of St Paul in Ephesians chapter 4 – they give us a blueprint
for how we are to be as God’s church here.
“The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up
the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no
longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by
people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love,
we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the
whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as
each part is working properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love”.
God bless you as you prepare for the next chapter in the life of this church and benefice
with the ministry of your new incumbent, Matt, in twelve weeks’ time. Pray to know
your part in our corporate offering of love.
The Venerable John Reed.
26th June 2022
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A Summer Poem
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Tales from the Tower
So – it's all over bar the shouting, as my dad would have said. Except that the ‘shouting’ is over
too – the cheers and the hurrahs, the whoops and the singing, all the joyous vocal celebrations
of the Platinum Jubilee weekend. And what a weekend it was. (The highspot for me, and I
suspect for a lot of others, was the Queen’s sketch with Paddington Bear. What a loss to stage
and screen that woman is - and what a sense of humour!)
We celebrated with the bells too, of course, and I hope you enjoyed hearing them. As well as
ringing for the service as usual, we did achieve the two quarter peals we had practised for: the
special Platinum Bob Triples rung on the original eight bells, on the Friday afternoon, and the
more familiar Grandsire Caters on the full ten, rung after the service on Sunday morning. At
the time of ringing, only seven quarter peals of Platinum had ever been rung but I am sure a
few more were added to that list over the weekend. It’s rather a pretty-sounding method too,
in my opinion, and I hope we will continue to ring it.
The names given to bellringing ‘methods’ (the specific patterns of sound bells follow in order
to produce a non-repeating sequence of varying length) are endlessly fascinating. One of the
earliest and still one of those most commonly rung, is Grandsire – a fatherly sort of name, as
befits the ancestor of all methods – which was first devised sometime around 1650. It was
followed by Stedman, called after its first deviser, Fabian Stedman – one of the most famous
names in bellringing circles. It was Stedman who published Tintinnalogia, the first book on
change-ringing, in 1667, which vastly increased interest in the art, which spread and
developed swiftly wherever there were bells – and was probably responsible for many more
bells being made and installed in English churches.
Stedman didn’t stop at just one method. Altogether he devised at least 53, on differing
numbers of bells – five, six, seven, eight. The original Stedman’s Principal, rung on five bells, is
still one of the most popular today - although we don’t often use the word ‘Principle’ now; we
just call it Stedman - and the same mathematical permutation has been extrapolated to seven,
nine and even eleven bells, although always with the sixth, eighth, tenth or twelfth bell
sounding its deep note, like the regular striking of a clock, at the end of each sequence.
Thousands of full peals, lasting three hours or more, have been rung of these two methods
alone since their inception, but they were just the beginning. In the three and half (and
counting!) centuries since, thousands more methods, often fairly similar to each other but
always in some way unique, have been devised and rung. And each has a name.
Some are almost as familiar to today’s ringers as the day they were first introduced, and still
often rung. Cambridge Surprise (there is a certain class of more complex methods which go by
the name ‘Surprise’), Kent Treble Bob, Canterbury Pleasure (and its ‘mirror-image’, Reverse
Canterbury Pleasure), Primrose, April Day, Double Norwich Court Bob... to me they each seem
to conjure up a rather romantic or stately image and a curiosity to know why they were so
named. One (‘Zanussi’) seems to have been called after a washing machine and makes me
wonder if there are others named after household appliances – maybe a ‘Hoover Surprise’
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(actually, there probably is – my own hoover, or ‘Henry’, seems perpetually surprised,
probably by even being used). Others - ‘Phobos’, ‘Orion’, etc - have a more astronomical title.
And then there’s ‘Ariel’, which Wikipedia tells me is the name for the Little Mermaid Princess
but brings us straight back to laundry again...
There seems to be no foreseeable end to the number of methods still to be composed, named
and rung, and some of them are frankly silly. In fact, there is even a category for ‘methods
with the silliest names’, won in Devon recently by.... wait for it....
‘WhyAreThereNoAspirinsInTheJungleBecausetheParacetomol’.
I ask you.
I think I’ll stick to Grandsire, Stedman and - of course - Platinum.
Donna Baker
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Holiday Lunch Club
St. Eustachius' Church in conjunction with the Rotary club will be
running a holiday lunch club for 6 weeks from the end of July. This will
be open to any families in the community suffering from social
isolation or financial difficulties including Ukrainian families and those
from other countries seeking safety and support. We will be having
activities and crafts, as well as a hot lunch, so if you can help in
anyway we would be very grateful.
Can you volunteer some time to help with this wonderful project?
Please come along to a meeting at 10am on Monday 4th July in The Parish Centre (next to the
Bedford Hotel) to discuss plans.
If you are interested in helping but unable to make the meeting please contact Sarah
Pendle on sarah.pendle0@gmail.com
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Friends of St Eustachius Summer Fete

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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JULY
PRAYER
DIARY

Dear Lord, we thank you that you call us to be free. Help us to be led by your Holy
Spirit, and not our own desires, so that love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control would be the fruit of our lives. Help
us to live in peace and unity with others, serving one another in humility and loving
others as ourselves. Amen.

Friday 1st – Saturday 9th
This week we’re praying for marriages within our communities, that these
relationships would be built on your love, patience and kindness, a picture of Christ
and the church. For those struggling in their marriages, we pray they would find
support, and that they can journey forward in honesty, empathy and peace.
1. For the Devon County Show, we pray for the
Devon Churches Together volunteers, may they
be able to share your light and love with the
children and adults they meet this weekend.

6. For the South Dartmoor Mission Community,
its priest Paul Hinckley and Rev’d Dr. James
Harding, and for all who live and worship in
Sparkwell, Ivybridge, Harford and Cornwood.

2. For the Sid Valley Mission Community, its clergy
David Caporn, Matthew Selman, Kim Mathers,
Laura Selman, Nigel Candelent, Licensed Lay
Ministers (LLMs) John Dunster, Carolyn Croft,
and for all who live and worship in Woolbrook,
Sidmouth, Sidbury with Sidford, Salcombe Regis
and All Saints Sidmouth.

7. For the South Molton Mission Community,
its clergy Michael Grandey, David Coleman,
LLM Deborah Bayliss, and for all who live and
worship in Warkleigh with Satterleigh, South
Molton with Nymet Saint George, Kingsnympton,
Filleigh, Chittlehampton with Umberleigh and
Chittlehamholt.

3. The Feast Day of St Thomas the Apostle,
we remember his doubt upon hearing of Jesus’
resurrection and pray that we would be filled
with faith and confess Christ as our Lord and
saviour, believing even when we have not seen.

8. In our link with Bayeux-Lisieux, we’re praying
for new priests and their parishes, and for
seminarians. We also pray for parishes, their
clergy and people in the area of Douves-laDelivrande.

4. For the Silverton Mission Community, its priest 9. For the Start Bay Mission Community, their
Paul Kingdom, and for all who live and worship in clergy Mark Neave and Michael Berrett, readers
Silverton, Cadeleigh, Butterleigh and Bickleigh.
Andy McMullin and Ken Ball, and for all who live
and worship in Stokenham with Sherford and
5. On the NHS’s Birthday, we give thanks for Beesands, South Pool, Slapton, East Portlemouth,
74 years of service and pray for all medical and Chivelstone, Charleton, and Buckland-Toutsupport staﬀ across Devon as they continue to Saints.
serve and provide care for those in need.
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Sunday 10th – Saturday 16th
We pray for all carers as well as those who care for loved ones but may not recognise
their role as a caregiver. We acknowledge the serious lack of carers at this time, and
we ask for your provision. We pray that more people will feel called to serve others
in this way. Help us to do more to recognise and support people working in this overstretched sector.
10. For the Tamar Mission Community, its
clergy Andy Atkins, Philip Conway, LLM Richard
Searight, and for all who live and worship in
Thrushelton, Stowford, Milton Abbot with
Dunterton, Marystowe, Lifton, Lew Trenchard,
Lamerton with Sydenham Damerel, Kelly with
Bradstone, Coryton and Broadwoodwidger.
11. For the Tavy Mission Community, its clergy
Sean Brassil, Hazel Butland, Rosie Illingworth,
Judith Blowey, readers Anne Palfrey, Sue Allerton,
Sally Pancheri, Wendy Roderick Hake, Liz Bastin,
and for all who live and worship in Whitchurch,
Tavistock, Peter Tavy, Mary Tavy, Gulworthy and
Brent Tor.
12. For the Teign Valley and Haldon Hill Mission
Community, its priest Ruth Frampton and for all
who live and worship in Dunsford, Dunchideock,
Doddiscombsleigh, Christow, Bridford and
Ashton.

13. In our link with the Diocese in Cyprus and the
Gulf, we pray for all those currently in training
for ordained and lay ministry.
14. For the Three Rivers Mission Community,
its priest David Sayle, and for all who live and
worship in Ugborough, Harbertonford, Moreleigh,
Harberton, Halwell, Ermington and Diptford with
North Huish.
15. On World Youth Skills day we pray for the
young people in our communities, that they
would be empowered to explore their own
passions and be ambitious in their aspirations.
Help us to build up the young people in our lives,
to encourage, support and disciple them.
16. For the Three Wells Mission Community, its
priest Michael Wilkie, LLMs Ian Firth, John Dunn
and for all who live and worship in Kingskerswell,
Coﬃnswell and Abbotskerswell.
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Sunday 17th – Saturday 23rd
We pray for schools and colleges across Devon as they break up for summer
holidays in the coming weeks. We pray that students, teachers and staﬀ will finish
the term well, and that the summer will bring rest and restoration. We also pray
for those who have just graduated from university, we pray that they would know
God’s closeness, as they enter a new season in their lives.
17. For the Tiverton Mission Community, its
clergy Andy Humm, Richard Maudsley, LLMs
Jude Taylor, Tim Bradshaw and for all who live
and worship in Tiverton, Saint George and Saint
Paul, Tiverton St Andrew, Saint Peter Tiverton
and Chevithorne with Cove.

21. For Hospital Chaplains across Devon, we pray
they would put their trust in you Lord, that you
would renew their strength as they minister to
staﬀ and patients in our hospitals, particularly
during this time of increased pressure on the
NHS.

18. For the Topsham Mission Community, its 22. In our link with the Diocese of Thika, we’re
clergy Louise Grace, Margaret Stirling-Troy, and praying for the Namrata Shah Children’s home,
for all who live and worship in Wear, Topsham.
for Lucy the manager and for the children who
have come from desperate situations into a
19. For the Torquay Central Mission Community, home where they will be loved and cared for.
its clergy Peter March, Sam Leach, Stephen Ball, We also pray for the older children boarding at
Emma Dornan, Peter Jackson, and for all who live secondary schools and those who have gone into
and worship in Torquay St Luke, Torquay St John, further education or are looking for employment.
Saint Mary Magdalene Torquay and All Saints
Torre.
23. For the Torridge Mission Community, its
priest Martin Warren, LLM Jon Berry, and for all
20. For the Torquay West Mission Community, who live and worship in Sheepwash, Shebbear,
its clergy Paul Ireton, Paul Evans, LLMs Stephen Petrockstowe, Petersmarland, Newton St
Vans-Colina, Jeﬀ Hacon, and for all who live and Petrock, Merton, Langtree Huish and Buckland
worship in Shiphay Collaton and Cockington.
Filleigh.
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Sunday 24th – Saturday 31st
During National Marine Week, we’re praying for organisations and charities who
work to restore our oceans and protect marine life. Lord, help us to be good
stewards of the seas you created and all the living creatures with which the waters
swarm. We also pray for all those who rely on the oceans for their livelihoods, may
you sustain them, Lord.
24. On Samaritans Awareness Day, we give
thanks for all the volunteers who give up their
time to listen to those in need and we pray for
those who are struggling. Would you give them
the strength to reach out for help and would you
help us to listen to those around us and to love
our neighbours as ourselves.

28. For the Torridge and Taw Mission Community,
its priest Marisa Cockfield, and for all who live and
worship in Westleigh, Instow and Fremington.

29. For the Totnes Mission Community, its clergy
Jim Barlow, Deborah Parsons, Gill Still, Christian
Harris, LLM Elizabeth Waterson, and for all who
live and worship in Totnes with Bridgetown, Stoke
25. For the Torridge (Coastal) Mission Gabriel, Marldon, Dartington with Brooking,
Community, its priest Roger Elks, LLMs Anne Cornworthy, Berry Pomeroy and Ashprington.
Foster, Nigel Price, and for all who live and
worship in Westward Ho!, Northam, Appledore 30. On World Day Against Traﬃcking in Persons,
and Abbotsham.
we lament all the people who are being exploited
and abused and who currently live in slavery. We
26. In our link with Melanesia, we pray for those cry out for justice and pray you would break their
attending the Lambeth Conference 27th July – chains; Give us eyes to see exploitation around
8th August. We pray especially for the talks at us.
the Conference on climate justice, a major issue
in Melanesia.
31. For the Trinity Mission Community, its priest
Jonny Elvin, and for all who live and worship in
27. For the Torridge 6 Ecumenical Mission Holy Trinity Exeter.
Community, its priest Susan Oldham, and for
all who live and worship in Monkokehampton,
Iddesleigh, Dowland and Dolton.

Amen.
Information included in this prayer diary is taken from the
diocesan database where clergy and Licenced Lay Ministers
(LLMs) have given permission to use details which are
accurate at the time of publication. If there are any changes
please email: operations@exeter.anglican.org

Mission of the Month for July, Mission to Seafarers

Piracy, shipwreck, abandonment and separation from loved ones are just a few of the
problems merchant seafarers face. Around the world, The Mission to Seafarers provides help
and support to the 1.5 million men and women who face danger every day to keep our global
economy afloat, working in over 200 ports in 50 countries caring for seafarers of all ranks,
nationalities and beliefs. Through their global network of chaplains, staff and volunteers they
offer practical, emotional and spiritual support to seafarers through ship visits, drop-in
seafarers' centres and a range of welfare and emergency support services. Her Majesty the
Queen is the Patron, The Princess Royal is the President and the Secretary General is the Revd.
Andrew Wright.
The Mission’s newsletter is ‘Flying Angel News’, which gives an interesting update on
performance against its key aims and an insight into the work of some of their chaplains and
caseworkers around the world. A copy of the current Flying Angel News is on the Mission of
the Month stand at the back of the church.
In 2021 the Mission made 34,629 ship visits, encountering 173,155 seafarers onboard their
vessels. Also, 23,629 seafarers visited their seafarers' centres and 12,131 used their transport
services. They assisted seafarers and their families in 6,623 welfare cases and worked on 1,433
justice, welfare and medical cases. In India, 1,950 families benefitted from the Mission's
families feeding programme in Tuticorin, reaching 11,903 individuals; in the Philippines, 3,240
seafarers received justice and welfare support through their Family Network.
Sunday July 10th is designated as Sea Sunday, which has been happening for over 160 years,
when prayers are especially focused on the seafarers upon whom we rely for global trade.
However, we will be recognising Sea Sunday at St Eustachius’ on Sunday 24th July, holding the
work of the Mission in our prayers, and having a retiring collection for them. Donations can
also be made through the Card Machine in the church throughout the month of July.
A Prayer for Seafarers Families: Heavenly Father we pray for the families of seafarers, often
separated for long periods from their fathers, husbands, mothers and wives. Protect those
families and help them stay close together until they are reunited. Bless the children of
seafarers at school and help them in their learning. Amen.
A Prayer for the work of The Mission to Seafarers: Heavenly Father we pray for the work of
The Mission to Seafarers and their kindred organisations, their Chaplains and Ships’ Visitors
around the world. Help them as they help seafarers and may the Mission always provide the
practical and spiritual support that seafarers need. Amen.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------13

Exon Festival 2022
The Exon Singers are delighted to be returning to Tavistock at the end of July after two
dispiriting years when the pandemic put paid to their visits! They are returning with a more
compact festival for this year, with two concerts on Friday 29th and Saturday 30th July at 7.30
pm in St. Eustachius Church, as well as 2 Festival Services - see details below. If you have any
queries regarding the Exons visit or happy to help with hosting one of the singers, please don’t
hesitate to contact Daniel or Gill Leonard-Williams [01822 618064].
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Senior Clergy Reflection – July 2022
The Lambeth Conference 26th July to 8th August 2022
This month sees the gathering of Bishops of the Anglican
Communion, known as The Lambeth Conference, taking
place in Canterbury. There hasn’t been such a gathering
since 2008, and collective memory is hard to find – in our
group of South West Bishops, only two had been at that
conference. ‘My memory is of walking long distances over
the university campus,’ said one. ‘It was very intense,’
said the other! So apart from walking and intensity, what
can we expect?
‘Inspired by the book of 1 Peter, we will explore what it
means to be “God’s Church for God’s World,”’ writes the
Archbishop of Canterbury. ‘We will discuss matters of church and world affairs. We will share
stories from our different cultures.’
The first Lambeth Conference was in 1867. This will be the 15th. Looking back at previous
agendas, the controversies and challenges of our time are echoed. In 1920 the conference
affirmed the place of women as lay members of synod. They also resolved that: ‘No one
should be excluded from worship in any church on account of colour or race.’ In the aftermath
of the First World War, a resolution stated: ‘War as a method of settling international disputes
is incompatible with the teaching and example of our Lord Jesus Christ.’
These resonances with our own times are poignant, as we in turn ‘wrestle with issues of
common concern’ today. The Church around the world faces incredibly challenging contexts
that include war, poverty, climate change, terrorism, inequality, oppression and injustice. It is
a vital time to be meeting.
Please pray for the Lambeth Conference and for the Anglican Communion all around the
world. Pray that the Bishops gathered would be inspired to serve the living God and be faithful
shepherds of God’s church.
The Rt. Rev’d Jackie Searle, The Bishop of Crediton

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Gulworthy Notes for July
I want to start by saying a massive thank you to everyone who was involved with the weekend
of celebrations in Gulworthy Parish for the Queen’s Jubilee weekend. I hardly dare name
names for fear I will miss someone out, but thanks must go especially to Sue Eve of
Morwellham who was a tireless organiser and to all who donated food and raffles prizes. It
was great to see all the people who turned out to cook the hog roast and BBQ, made scones
and served cream teas, sold raffle tickets and generally mucked in wherever needed. The
party started in cold and grey weather but there were a good number of people there and the
rain held off so that there was a great atmosphere and a good time seemed to be had by all.
Many thanks to the face painters – there were some great designs.
The beacon lighting on the Thursday evening in Stubberlands field - kindly loaned for the
evening by the Steer family - drew a good crowd and was a lot of fun, with a children’s tug of
war, picnics on the grass, singing of the specially written Commonwealth jubilee anthem and a
jubilee song sung by Gulworthy schoolchildren. The event finished with a massive bonfire and
the most beautiful sunset. It was altogether a glorious evening.
An exhibition of photographic and document history of Gulworthy and its environs was held in
the Parish Hall and was a fascinating and informative insight into life in the Tamar valley over
the past 150 years or so. We held a family service of celebration on Sunday morning which
filled the church with children and farming families. Poems written by Gulworthy pupils were
on display and read out loud. The church was filled with red, white and blue flowers and the
service focussed on the Queen’s life of faith – something that we can all be inspired by as we
try to reflect the love of God in our own lives.
So, to the rest of the summer – as detailed below, the Summer Fete and Dog Show is on the
last Sunday in July and will be the first really big Parish event since 2019. Please do come and
support the Church and the Parish Hall. Most of all, come and have fun!
Last of all – nature notes! The young swallows I spoke of last month have built their small nest
and have successfully hatched 4 eggs! It’s a wonderful sight – four huge yellow beaks topped
with a tuft of grey fluff on their crowns. A LOT of poo but a great deal of daily joy. As for slugs
– if I get one single Zinnia to maturity it will be a miracle; but I try to keep uppermost in my
mind that slugs are part of the beauty and variety of this world and I thank the Lord for it.
God bless you all
DIARY
31 July Summer Fete and Dog Show. Venue - Woodovis Caravan Park. 1pm for dog
registration for 1.30pm start. Pop the date in the diary and invite every dog you know!
st
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Events to come include another car boot sale, a Quiz night and potentially, a demonstration
evening by a master butcher. Hopefully we will be able to have the pensioners lunch this year
but winter is a long time away! Watch this space for dates and times.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Concerts in 2022
All concerts are in St Eustachius’
Wed 13th July 7.30 pm: Tavistock Lions Carnival Concert – Stannary Brass Band and Blowzone,
and more.
Wed 20th July 4 pm: Friends of the Tavistock Festival concert - to be confirmed
Mon 25 July Lunchtime Concert: Truro Cathedral Choir - to be confirmed
Thur 28 July 9.00 pm: Exon Singers, Compline
Fri 29 July 7.30 pm: Exon Singers, Music Divine
Sat 30 July 7.30 pm: Exon Singers, Jubilate
Sun 31 July at 0945: Exon singers join the parish Eucharist
Fri 16 Sep 2-4 pm: Heritage Open Day
Sat 17 Sep 10 am - 1 pm: Heritage Open Day
Sat 17 Sep Evening Concert: HMS Drake Volunteer Band
Sat 24 Sep Evening Concert: Stannary Brass Band
Sat 1 Oct at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Thur 6 Oct Evening Concert: Two Moors Festival
Sat 26 Nov at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Sat 17 Dec at 7.30pm: Stannary Brass Band
Thur 22 Dec Evening Concert: Wheelhouse Folk Choir

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Tavistock Parish Public Events for June
July 2022 (events are in the Parish Centre unless otherwise stated)
Fri 1

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Tues 5 12.30 - 2.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

Wed 6 2 - 4 pm

Handicraft Group

Fri 8

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Sat 9

9 am - 3 pm

Friends of St Eustachius Summer Fete (Churchyard)

2.30 pm

Prayer and Stillness Group, held in Barbara and Tony Miller's
house (5, Hurdwick Road, Tavistock)

12.30 - 2.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Mon
11
Tues
12
Fri 15

Sat 16 Evening
Tues
19
Thur
21

Italian Jack (dining evening)

12.30 - 2.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

2 - 4 pm

Bereavement Group

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

12 noon - 5 pm

Tea at Henley

Mon
25
Tues
26

10.30 am - 1.30
pm

Holiday Club

12.30 - 2.30 pm

Samaritan's Purse Knitting Group

Fri 29

10 am - 12 noon

Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

Fri 22

19

1946 Tavistock Parish Church Guidebook
We continue with the serialization of the 1946 Guidebook by JJ Alexander MA:
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St Eustachius’ Church Useful Contacts
Churchwardens: Mrs Mary Whalley or Mr Graham Whalley - 01822
481179
Director of Music: Mr Scott Angell - 01752 783490
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator: Mrs Elizabeth Maslen - 01822 613512
Children and Families Worker: Ms Fiona Lang families@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Giving Officer: Mr Peter Rowan - 01822 617999
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Miss Rita Bilverstone - 01822 614825 or
safeguarding@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Office: Jo Barton (open M-F 10am to 12 noon) 01822 616673,
parishoffice@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
All other contacts - see church website
www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
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