Parish Magazine for
Tavistock, Gulworthy and Brentor
August 2022

£1.00
Please make a minimum donation of £1.00 for this
Magazine, either in cash in one of the collection boxes,
or by using the card machine at the church entrance.

1

Contents:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

From the Ministers – Revd. Judith Blowey
A Prayer for August – Hilary Johnson
August Services in the Benefice
All about August
Tales from the Tower – Donna Baker
Stewardship – Revd. Rosie Illingworth
St. Eustachius Family Lunch Club – Sarah Pendle
August Prayer Diary – Diocese of Exeter
Some further thoughts on Prayer – Revd. Mike Loader
New Bishop of Plymouth is Coming Home
Pop Up Stalls on Fridays in August and September – Hilary Sanders
Mission of the Month for August, Seed Project Zimbabwe – Sarah Pendle
Senior Clergy Reflection – August 2022 – Ven. Douglas Dettmer, Archdeacon
of Totnes
Concerts in 2022
Tavistock Parish Public Events for August
Activity Notices: Prayer and Stillness Group, Samaritan’s Purse Knitting
Group, and Handicraft Group
1946 Tavistock Parish Church Guidebook
Useful Contacts

Please send any articles for the September edition of the Parish Magazine to
Martin Pendle, at m.pendle@icloud.com by Monday 29th August.

2

From the Ministers
Come unto me, all who are weary and I will give you rest Matthew 11:28
I have recently had a very enjoyable time officiating at school graduation services. Watching
each GCSE and A level student receive their certificates surrounded by proud families and
teachers as each student’s achievement received recognition and applause. Music played and
hymns were sung and photographs taken. And then at Gulworthy school as the older children
prepare to move on to senior school, we listened as they shared with us their memories of
school. It is the end of the school year and the holidays are here.
Camping Sites, holiday parks, hotels, b and b’s are getting busier as visitor come to sample
and enjoy all that our wonderful part of the world has to offer.
It is the time of year when we try to slow down, to stop. Jesus took time out, he stopped, he
went away by himself and with his disciples to rest, to pray.
Rest is essential for us in many ways. Without rest and more specifically sleep our minds and
bodies are unable to function in the way they were designed. We become unhealthy and life
becomes challenging.
The same goes for the rest Jesus provides. without it we begin to lean on ourselves and away
from Jesus, driving our bodies and minds to exhaustion.
Resting in Jesus is more than just a physically halt from activity. It is something we are called
to do at all times, allowing Jesus to come to us and work through us at all times.
Jesus words about rest can be found in Matthew’s Gospel. “Come unto me all you who are
weary and burdened and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I
am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” Matthew 11:28-30
This is an invitation to step into a life led by Jesus in which he promises rest for weary and
burdened souls. Sounds simple, except that it isn’t’ always easy to do and do we accept this
rest. Jesus points us to the path of rest but it is our choice to walk in it.
While the world constantly demands performance and conformity from us, Jesus gives rest to
stay in his unchanging presence.
Throughout the Gospels, we see that Jesus spent time with those he loved. He spent many
weeks travelling with his disciples; yes they were ministering to those in great need on their
journey. Jesus also went to weddings; he visited his mother and brothers and spent time with
his great friend Lazarus and Lazarus’s sisters Mary and Martha. Jesus not only understood the
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importance of spending time with those he loved, he modelled it throughout his time on
earth.
Breaking being busy means adding time for you to take care of yourself. Taking rest may not
be the first thing that comes to mind when we think about Jesus and yet it is true. Jesus
needed time to rest and spend time with his Father, so we too can take some time out to rest
in him.
The holidays are here, I hope everyone finds some time to rest and recuperate during the
summer and the time to “be still and know that I am God”. As we look forward to the autumn
and to the licensing of our Priest in Charge Matt, and to his wife Jo, and children Bethan and
Bartholomew.
God bless,
Judith
Revd Judith Blowey Assistant Priest of Tavistock, Gulworthy and Brentor
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A Prayer for August

God of truth,
help me to see where my thoughts, words and
actions hurt, damage and maim your people and your
creation and to
accept your offer of transformation.
Amen.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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August Services in the Benefice
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All About August

All About August
Did you know?
Harvest Festival used to be celebrated at the beginning of the Harvest season on 1 August and
was called Lammas, from the Anglo –Saxon word Hlafmaesse meaning ‘loaf Mass’. On that
day, loaves of bread were made from the new wheat crop and given to churches to be used as
Communion Bread to thank God for the Harvest. This custom ended when Henry VIII broke
away from the Catholic Church.
August was known as Weed Month, because it is when weeds and plants grow the fastest.
3 August 1926: Britain’s first set of electric traffic lights was set up in London.
7 August 1840: Britain bans the employment of climbing boys as chimney sweeps.
19 August is World Humanitarian Day
24 August 79: Vesuvius erupts, destroying Pompeii and neighbouring Herculaneum.
27 August 1910: Mother Teresa of Calcutta was born in Skopje, North Macedonia as
Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu. She became a nun in Ireland at the age of 18.
31 August 1900: Coco Cola sold for the first time in Britain.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------6

Tales from the Tower
July seems to have been a busy time in the ringing chamber. As well as our usual Tuesday
evening practice and – of course – Sunday service ringing, some of us have kept the ‘silent’
practices on Thursday evenings going, and we even added another, on the morning of Saturday,
July 23rd.
This was a two-hour practice for members of the local branch of the Devon Guild of Bell Ringers
– a chance for those from other towers in the area to come and ring different bells with helpers
to guide them through such things as the different handling of heavier bells, the skills needed to
ring on a different number (some come from churches with only six bells) or for some extra
practice in ‘method’ ringing. There have been three such practices through July – one in
Emmanuel church in Plymouth, one in St Mary the Virgin at Laira and the one here in Tavistock.
This one was slightly different, though. On almost any other Saturday, townspeople would have
heard (and one hopes, enjoyed) the ringing as they went about the square or streets. But this
Saturday was Carnival day – there was going to be lots going on in the square, wth a fairground,
musicians, street food, stalls and so on – and it was thought that two hours of bells ringing
overhead, drowning out a lot of the fun, would be less than normally welcome. The bells
wouldn’t be ringing non-stop for the two hours – we break every ten minutes or so, to give
ringers a chance to try different bells or different ringing – but even so...
Step forward – The Simulator.
We’ve had this in the tower for quite a while. Don’t ask me exactly how it works (though I’ll find
out, if you really want to know) but basically we have a computer monitor in the corner of the
ringing chamber (you knew computers would come into it, didn’t you) and ‘sensors’ on the bells
which enable us, by the magic of technology, to ring just as normal, and hear bells (not our own,
but the sound of bells) ringing above us while outside all is peaceful and serene. We use it on
Thursdays for our beginners’ practices, which enables us to give them much more time than we
could during normal Tuesday practices, and it can be used to practise new methods if we wish.
It can even be used by one ringer, watching the screen to see ‘ropes’ falling, just as if the rest of
the bells were being rung, in order to practise alone.
That’s quite useful but would be rather like playing in a non-existent orchestra or singing in a
choir that’s not there – handy as a practicde tool, but not so satisfying. So that’s not something
we do a lot, but to have the simulator available on Saturday morning, when the sound of bells
would not have been as welcome as we hope it usually is, was very helpful.
You may have heard the bells ringing at other times on Saturdays too. Apart from weddings
(there haven’t been many to ring for this year, sadly) this will usually be visitors, touring round
on their outings. Generally a touring team will plan to ring at five or six towers in a day and
some even make a longer trip of it. (We have our own outing in the autumn and are hoping this
year to accomplish at last the one that was planned back in 2020!) A ringing outing is a fine day
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out for ringers and non-ringers alike, often reaching parts of the country they would never
normally think of visiting, and we used to invite others to join us, but rounding up a large
number of people at the end of each hour’s ringing can be unwieldy and we tend now to go in a
smaller group. Also, coach trip ‘outings’ seem less popular than they were and people seem to
prefer to go for their own days out, in their own cars. (Perhaps today’s fuel prices will bring
them back into favour.)
So if you hear the bells ring at odd times on a Saturday – maybe around ten in the morning or
five in the afternoon, or at any hour in between – it will very likely be a visiting team from ‘upcountry’, come to enjoy the lovely bells we are so lucky to have.
We also get non-ringing visitors, curious to see what bell-ringing is all about.. Last week, while
ringing at a nearby village church, we noticed a couple standing outside listening and watching,
and found that they were Swiss, touring the area on holiday. They were so interested that I
spent some time explaining it all to them (there is nothing like this in Switzerland and only two
or three peals of bells rung as we ring them, anywhere in Europe) and when we finished we let
them have a pull, to see what it felt like, and the local ringer took them up the tower to see the
bells and understand how it all worked. I was only sorry that they would be returning to
Switzerland and not moving into the area, as I felt sure we could have made a couple of very
useful ringers of them!
As I keep saying, we are always looking for new ringers. We do have a few now, coming along
on Thursday evenings to be taught (with the simulator), but it is a countrywide struggle to keep
the Exercise (as it is known) alive and well. Which is a shame, since it is such a fascinating
pastime as well as an almost unequalled way of keeping both mind and body fit while enjoying a
sociable few hours with others of like mind.
Not only that – we also (we hope!) entertain those outside, who hear us ring. But not, of course,
on Carnival Day!
Donna Baker
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Stewardship
Revd. Rosie Illingworth’s Sermon at St Eustachius’ 10th July 2022
Bible readings: 1 Chronicles 29:10-18, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15, Mark 12:41-44
Why are we talking about this now?
There is a lot going on for a lot of people. We’re still working with the aftermath of the
pandemic, as well as its ongoing effects, which has changed people’s patterns of living, church
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attendance, financial wellbeing, and sense of physical safety and health. We’re dealing with a
current cost of living crisis, when the prices of staples are going up, and people’s income isn’t
increasing in the same way. But we’re also beginning to think about what we want our church
to look like as we welcome our new Priest-in-Charge, to think about how we can serve our
wider community in the middle of these challenges that we’re all facing.
So maybe we can think about this summer as an opportunity to reset. To think about where we
are now, not where we were two or however many years ago. We all have gifts that we can
offer, we are all needed. And so, I’d like for us today to start to think about the way that we
contribute to our church, and our wider community. And my hope is that this conversation, in
which we think with each other and with God about our giving, can become an annual thing, so
that our giving reflects the changing situations and needs in our lives, our church, and our wider
community.
And my hope is that this conversation, in which we think with each other and with God about
our giving, can become an annual thing, so that our giving reflects the changing situations and
needs in our lives, our church, and our wider community.
Thank you
But what I want and need to say, first and foremost, is thank you.
Thank you for the ways that you already contribute; for the cooking and baking you do, the
serving of tea and coffee; for the meetings that you attend and the decisions that you make; for
the cleaning and the tidying you do; for the groups you lead and support and are part of in our
wider community; for the financial support that you give to our church and to the charities and
good causes that you support; for the fundraising that you do; for all the ways that you use your
skills, your talents, your time, those that I’ve mentioned and those that I haven’t. The church is
not a building; the church is the people that build it, with all that they bring and all that they do;
and it’s a privilege to be building this church with you all.
Why do we give?
But why do you give, contribute to our church and our wider community, particularly those of
us that call ourselves Christians and go to church regularly and try to follow the example of
Jesus in how we live our lives? Simply put, because being generous with all that we have is
something that we’re called to do, again and again, in the scriptures, and in our liturgy. Did you
hear, in our reading from Chronicles today, the words that we often use when we bring the
bread and wine to the table as we prepare to celebrate communion? ‘All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you’. All that we are given – life itself, the food we eat, the family
and friends we have, the clothes we wear, the home we live in – it’s all a gift in the first place,
from the one who made us, the world, and all that fills it. And so, when we give, we express our
gratitude to God, the one who gave us life and breath, and gave us his son, to love and save us.
It’s part of our discipleship, our following of Jesus’ way, to give.
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I don’t know if you’re aware, but Jesus talks far more about what we do with our wealth, than
he does anything else – and in this context I’m using wealth to talk about our skills, our time,
and our money.
So when we give, we give in response to everything we’ve been given by God; we give to say
thank you, to express that our discipleship, our following of Jesus, impacts on every aspect of
our lives. We give to meet the needs of those around us, whatever those needs might be, as
we’re called to love our neighbours as ourselves; and we give to build the Kingdom of God, so
that our world can look more like the place God had in mind when it was created. And so we
give in relation to the plenty that God has given us: if we have money, we give money; if we
have time, we give time; if we have skills, we give skills.
How do you already give, in church and outside?
For a lot of us, these concepts aren’t new. And so, how are you already living out your
discipleship? How do you already give of yourself, returning to God all that you have been
given? And I’m not just talking about what you do in church – when we talk about building
God’s kingdom, we build that all over the place, not just in church. That’s why we have a
Mission of the Month; that’s why we raised money for Ukraine – all of this is part of our
discipleship. What other groups are you part of or contributing to? Maybe you’re part of the
Lions, or the Rotary; maybe you’re a school governor, or a debt advisor; maybe you help with
the foodbank; maybe you’re a charity trustee – you know more about what you do to build up
our community than I do. But also, how do you give to church, to enable all of our ministry and
mission? Do you serve on the PCC, or on a team? Do you contribute financially, maintaining the
building and the ministry and enabling our mission and service to the wider community? Do you
pray for all the work and ministry of the whole church, for all those who come through our
doors, whatever it’s for?
What would we like to do?
Because your giving, whatever form it takes, is the thing that enables us to do all that we do. It’s
what enables us to offer funerals and pastoral care to those who are grieving; it maintains our
pastoral care network as we care for the people of our community; it enables us to welcome in
people who are lonely, or who need a quiet place to sit and reflect; it enables us to tell the
children in our schools about Jesus, and how much he loves them; it enables us to offer Messy
Church, welcoming children and their families into church when they might not be brave
enough to come on a Sunday; it will enable us to run a Summer Holiday club for those who
might find the long school holidays hard.
And we’d love to be able to do more. We’re still working on our Galley and Toilets project,
which will enable us to offer more generous hospitality to those who use our church. We’re
looking to begin a Baby and Toddler group, for those who have young children and might feel a
little isolated and overwhelmed by being a parent; we would like to employ another children
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and families worker after Fiona’s departure, to continue to engage with the children and
families in our community; to participate in the food hub that is being set up as part of the
town; we’d like to reintroduce refreshments after our service more consistently; have
welcomers before services; and the list could go on. I’m sure that you could all add to it!
How could you contribute?
So what I want to ask you all, is how could you contribute to all that we do already, and all that
we would like to do? You know better than I do what your life looks like; where there is plenty,
and where you are in need.
It may be that you’re overwhelmed financially, and need to reduce your financial giving to a
more manageable level – but you might have more time, and be able to serve on a project that
you’re drawn to. You might be struggling with your time and energy, but be able to contribute
financially to the mission and ministry of the church. You might want to think about whether
you would leave a legacy to the church in your will.
As you think all of this through, prayer, talking to God, is crucial. When Paul writes to the
Corinthians, he reminds them – and us – that “each of us must give as we have made up our
mind, not regretfully or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver”. It’s not my intention
to guilt anyone into contributing more than they can or wish to – I don’t want you to be like the
widow, who Jesus watched in the Temple, giving ‘all that she had to live on’ – what someone
once told me that story was about was not that the widow’s faith was so great, but that the
expectations of giving were so great that she felt she had to give beyond her means. I want all
of us to be secure in our giving – confident in what and how we give, knowing that it is
sustainable.
But our scriptures do also say that “the one who sows sparingly will reap sparingly, and the one
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully”; if we are afraid of scarcity and lack, that’s
largely what we’ll see. But if we give generously, it’s likely that we will receive generously. At
first, when I was training for ministry, I didn’t contribute financially to any churches or charities,
because I struggled to budget. But over time, God started nudging me gently about my giving and so, after metaphorically putting my fingers in my ears and going ‘la la la’ for a few months, I
started – and continue – to tithe: giving 10% of the financial support I received to church and
other charities. And I did not go without; my there was always enough to see me through, to
celebrate with my friends, to buy what I needed. It may not have allowed holidays abroad, but
the trade-off of knowing myself doing what God was calling me to was worth it.
And if participating with your time or with your financial resources is currently beyond you, can
you pray for us, in all that we are doing, and all that we would like to do? Can you listen to
God’s voice for us, and help us to work out what we might be being asked to do, both as
individuals, and as a community? Prayer is the life-blood of anything that we, as church, do –
and there is nothing more encouraging than knowing that you are being prayed for, consistently
and regularly.
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How do I do it?
What I would love for us all to do is begin to consider during this service, and to continue
considering after this service, the ways that God might be asking each one of us to be
participating in our church and wider community. There’s some information at the back of
church about the different groups in church that are looking for volunteers, if you have time or
skills to share. If you’d like to adjust your financial giving, or begin to give regularly, there are
packs for the Parish Giving Scheme at the back of church. And if you’d like to think about a
legacy, the details for our legacy officer are also at the back of church. If you’d like to pray
consistently, the pew sheets and the parish magazine are a great place to start, or you might
like to join our intercessions group.
But if there’s only one thing that you take away from this sermon, it would be that our giving,
whatever form it takes, is always and only a response to or a thanksgiving for all that God has
given and continues to give to us.
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you. Amen.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

St. Eustachius Family Lunch Club
Holidays can be a difficult time for families, especially at the moment, so
during the summer holiday we are running a free lunch club planned for
families with children. Tavistock Rotary Club has very generously funded it,
with some additional donations from our congregation.
We got off to a great start on Monday 25 July, with eight families enjoying crafts, games, lots
of playtime and a delicious meal of pasta bolognaise, fruit, icecream, cake and lashings of
squirty cream. Leftovers are packed up as takeaways, hopefully easing the strain of catering
for hungry children over the summer and this was very gratefully received.
We welcomed some regular Messy Church families, but we also had some new families who
really enjoyed themselves, including Ukrainian guests. It was a pleasure to meet them all and
great to make new friends! There was a great buzz of happy activity.
We also had some fantastic volunteers from the community who worked really hard to make
our guests feel special and welcome.
It will be held every Monday from 25 July to 29 August, between 10.30-1.30 at the Parish
Centre (next to the Bedford Hotel). Contact sarah.pendle0@gmail.com to book or just drop in.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------12

Diocese of Exeter | The Church of England in Devon

AUGUST
PRAYER
DIARY
We pray using the words of Psalm 75:25-26
Dear God, thank you that we can call you our Heavenly Father. Forgive us for when we
have placed the things of this world above you in our hearts and teach us to seek only
after you. You are our portion, Lord. In our weakness, help us to rely on your strength.
Amen.

Monday 1st – Saturday 6th
This week we pray for the Lambeth Conference using this prayer from The Community
of Hope Weavers: Gracious God, touch the hearts of those attending the Lambeth
Conference to extend your peace to all, and to work for the reconciliation of all
creation. Bless them with your grace and love as they connect with one another and
with you, and may your gracious will be done in the life of the Anglican Communion
and in the whole of your precious world.
1. For the Two Rivers Mission Community, its
clergy Gary Owen, Tracey Doyle, Julia Halpin,
LLMs David Halpin, Carol Wyatt, Jacque Ward,
Tim Overton, and for all who live and worship
in Yarnscombe, Tawstock, St Giles in the Wood,
Roborough, Newton Tracey with Alverdiscott,
Huntshaw, Horwood, High Bickington, Beaford
and Atherington.

4. For the West Dartmoor Mission Community, its
clergy Andrew Thomas, Miranda Donne, Philippa
Bellows, LLM Martin Jury, and for all who live and
worship in Yelverton, Walkhampton, Sheepstor,
Sampford Spiney, Meavy and Horrabridge.

5. For the West Exe Mission Community, its clergy
David Nixon, Alison Whiting, Sarah Cumming,
and for all who live and worship in Saint Thomas
2. For the Upper Culm Mission Community, its Exeter and Exwick.
priest Becky Totterdell, LLM David Major, and for
all who live and worship in Hemyock with Culm 6. As we remember the Transfiguration, when
Davy, Culmstock and Clayhidon.
Jesus revealed His divine nature to His disciples,
we pray that we too would be filled with awe at
3. In our link with the Diocese of Bayeux-Lisieux, the sight of our Saviour and that we would learn
we pray for the Cathedral at Bayeux, and its to listen to Jesus, as God commands.
welcome to all visitors. For parishes, their clergy (Matthew 17:5)
and people in the area of Bayeux.

Diocese of Exeter | The Church of England in Devon

Sunday 7th – Saturday 13th
We pray for all those in Devon whose livelihoods rely on the tourism industry, we pray
for your provision Lord. We also pray for all those visiting our county, particularly
those visiting our churches and attending Christian camps and festivals, that they
would find rest and restoration and the time and space to encounter you afresh or
for the first time.
7. For the Whiddon Mission Community, its
clergy Paul Seaton-Burn, Harriet Every, Wes
Cutler, LLMs Kay Pyne, Jill Hobbs, and for
all who live and worship in Spreyton, South
Tawton, Sampford Courtenay, North Tawton,
Honeychurch,
Hittisleigh,
Gidleigh
with
Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, Chagford and
Bondleigh.

10. For the Winkleigh Mission Community, its
priest Helen Blaine, and for all who live and
worship in Winkleigh, Brushford, Broadwood
Kelly and Ashreigney.

8. For the White Cross Mission Community, its
clergy Bill Lemmey, LLM Christine Grist, and for
all who live and worship in Woodbury with Exton,
Woodbury Salterton, Farringdon, Clyst St Mary,
Clyst St George and Aylesbeare.

12. On International Youth Day, we pray for young
people in Devon, that they would encounter you
you and learn to rely on your Holy Spirit for
guidance and direction. We lift up those young
people in our own lives to you now.

9. In our link with the Diocese of Cyprus and the
Gulf we pray for all Clergy and lay ministers in
the Gulf Archdeaconry, may God bless them in
their ministry.

13. For the Yealm and Erme Mission Community, its
clergy Alan Ryan, Kim Lovell, LLM Tricia Stringer,
and for all who live and worship in Yealmpton,
Wembury, Revelstoke, Newton Ferrers, Holbeton
and Brixton.

11. For the Withycombe Raleigh Mission
Community, its priest Robert Sellers and for all
who live and worship in Withycombe Raleigh.

Diocese of Exeter | The Church of England in Devon

Sunday 14th – Saturday 20th
All those receiving GCSE and A-Level results over the next 2 weeks, we pray that
whatever the outcome, they will know that God directs their steps and that they
can place their trust in him: ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart... and He will make
your paths straight’(Proverbs 3:5-6)

14. For the Alphington Mission Community, its
clergy Mike Partridge, LLMs Ruth Ramsbottom,
Anthony Cummings, and for all who live and
worship in Shillingford St George, Ide and
Alphington.
15. For the Ashburton & Moorland Mission
Community, particularly its new associate priest
of Islington, Rev’d John Bennett, its clergy Mark
Rylands, Geoﬀrey Fenton, Licensed Lay Worker
Heidi Lewis and for all who live and worship
in Widecombe in the Moor, Leusdon, Holne,
Ashburton with Buckland in the Moor and
Bickington.

18. For Spiritual Directors, who walk alongside
others in their faith journey. We pray that God
would give them wisdom and understanding
as they disciple others, and that their own
relationships with Jesus would grow stronger as
they live out this calling.
19. On World Humanitarian Day, we pray for all
humanitarian and aid workers who commit their
lives to helping others in the most extreme
circumstances throughout the world, particularly
those supporting Ukraine at this time.

20. For the Axe Valley Mission Community, its
clergy Clive Sedgewick, Nicky Davies, Cate
16. In our link with Melanesia, we pray for the Edmonds, Shuna George, Tracey Voysey, LLM Su
Quiet Day at Southleigh today, with Rev’d Brother Clark, and for all who live and worship in Uplyme,
Nelson from the Melanesian Brotherhood and all Membury, Combpyne with Rousdon, Chardstock
those who will attend this event.
St Andrew, Axmouth, Axminster and All Saints.
17. For the Aune Valley Mission Community, its
clergy Daniel Hartley, and for all who live and
worship in Woodleigh, Thurlestone, South Milton,
Loddiswell and Churchstow.

Diocese of Exeter | The Church of England in Devon

Sunday 21st – Wednesday 31st
As we look forward to Creationtide, we pray for all organisations working to
preserve Your creation. Lord, you gave us the Earth to cherish and steward, yet
species are endangered, and habitats are threatened. Convict us to do what we
can to protect all you have created.
21. For the Barnstaple Mission Community, its
clergy Paul Taylor, Martyn Tyrrell David Fletcher,
Guy Chave-Cox, Selina Garner, Shirley Paterson,
Cathy Scoﬃeld, LLMs Joanna Pay, Peter Nott,
and for all who live and worship in Sticklepath
with Roundswell, Pilton with Ashford, Newport,
Goodleigh, Bishops Tawton, Barnstaple St Peter
and St Mary Magdalene and Barnstaple Holy
Trinity.
22. On the International Day Commemorating
the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion
or Belief, we cry out in lament for all those
who have suﬀered because of, or in the name
of religion. We pray particularly for Christians
around the world who are persecuted for their
faith, and ask Lord that you would protect them,
and give them perseverance through your Holy
Spirit.

26. In our link with the Diocese of Thika, we give
thanks for progress with the project in Thungururu
for food security and water conservation. We
pray for the champion farmers learning to share
good practice with their neighbours and for
Julius the project oﬃcer and give thanks for the
funds we have been able to contribute to this
project.
27. For the Bovey Valley Mission Community, its
priest Graham Hamilton, LLM Carolyn Laycock,
and for all who live and worship in Ilsington,
Hennock, Bovey Tracey St Peter, St Paul and St
Thomas of Canterbury and Bovey Tracey St John
with Heathfield.
28. For the Braunton Mission Community, its
priest David Baker, and for all who live and
worship in Braunton.

23. For the Beacon Parishes Mission Community,
its priest Andrew Down, LLM Hillarie Griggs, and
for all who live and worship in Woodland, Ipplepen
with Torbryan, Denbury and Broadhempston.

29. For the Brixham Mission Community, its priest
Stephen Yates, John Gay, Angela Sumner, LLMs
Elaine Vestey, Wendy Emlyn, Hilary Hyde, and
for all who live and worship in Lower Brixham, All
Saints, Kingswear, Churston Ferrers and Brixham
24. For the Bere Ferrers with Bere Alston Mission St Mary.
Community, its priest Nick Law, and for all who
live and worship in Bere Ferrers with Bere Alston. 30. For the Buckland Monachorum Mission
Community, its clergy Andy Bowden, Andrew
25. For the Bideford and the Four Villages Mission Farmer, LLMs Paul Nixon, Angela Smith, Mark
Community, its clergy Claire Rose-Casemore, Smith, and for all who live and worship in
Marisa Cockfield, Kevin Beer, Christopher Buckland Monachorum.
Hutchins, Robin Pirrie, LLM Sarah Cordingley,
and for all who live and worship in Weare Giﬀard, 31. For the Central Exeter Mission Community,
Monkleigh, Littleham, Landcross and Bideford.
its priest Sheila Swarbrick, and for all who live
and worship in Central Exeter.

Information included in this prayer diary is taken from the
diocesan database where clergy and Licenced Lay Ministers
(LLMs) have given permission to use details which are accurate
at the time of publication. If there are any changes please email:
operations@exeter.anglican.org

Some further thoughts on Prayer
In our morning service on 24th July, I posed the question “Do you ever struggle with prayer”? I
suggested that it was an essential part of our life and walk with God, but that did not mean
that I found prayer that easy, and maybe that is true for you also. I also drew your attention to
the words of Mother Teresa who said she believed that “it was in the silence of the heart that
God speaks to us”.
I would like to now draw your thoughts to what Saint Paul had to say when writing to the
Christians in Colossi (1vs9-12), where he says, “we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask
that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all
respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;
strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all
steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share
in the inheritance of the saints in Light.
We see in this lovely scripture passage how Paul prayed for a sevenfold blessing to come upon
the brothers and sisters in the Church. Can you see what they were?
Paul wanted them to ‘be filled with the knowledge of his will and to walk in a manner worthy
of the Lord’. Should not we all as believers and follows of our Lord want those two blessings?
And the result will be that in our walk, in our pilgrimage with God, it will what? ‘Please God in
all respects’.
I also suggested in our morning service that as believers, our lives should be different, even
radically different, from those around us. In other words ‘To bear fruit in every good work’ as
Paul describes here. I wonder what the effect would be if we all earnestly prayer that for one
another?
Of course as Christians we should not ‘stand still’ in our faith, we should grow spiritually, and
we do that how? I believe that we grow as Paul puts it as we pray ‘To increase in the
knowledge of God’. And I do not need to say how we do that, but I will. ‘We grow in our
knowledge of God’ as we read the scriptures and meditate upon them, and as Mother Teresa
says, ‘To let God speak in the silence of our heart’.
But if you are anything like me all this is a struggle and to succeed, to make progress and grow
we need the help and presence of the Holy Spirit with us, we need ‘To be strengthened with
all power’.
And as we saw in our service, in the parables of the ‘unjust judge’ (Luke 18vs1-8) and ‘the
friend at midnight’ (Luke 11vs5-8) we need to be persistent in our prayers and not to lose
heart, or as Paul puts it here, ‘To attain steadfastness and patience’.
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So although we may struggle with our prayers, and find it hard to always persevere, as
believers, as those redeemed through the precious blood of our Lord Jesus and given the
promise of an inheritance in light, how can we not, ‘In all these to joyously give thanks to God
the Father’.
Maybe this little reflection on Saint Paul’s words will help us to be joyous and persistent in our
prayer for one another, and also for our hurting and needful world.
Blessings to you all, Rev. Mike
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

New Bishop of Plymouth is Coming Home
The Rev’d Prebendary James Grier has been appointed as
the new Bishop of Plymouth.
James grew up in Plymouth and has already served in the
Diocese of Exeter for a number of years.
He said: “I cannot think of a greater privilege than to
become the Bishop of Plymouth. For so many
Plymothians, Plymouth always holds a very special place
in our hearts which you never lose, wherever you live. I
can’t quite believe that I will be returning home to
Plymouth as bishop. I look forward to playing my part in expressing the love of Jesus at a time
of difficulty and uncertainty for so many. The church may face many challenges, but I believe
that now is a time for renewed faith, deeper prayer and continued serving. Christ offers hope,
transformation and healing which is good news for us all. I look forward to supporting church
leaders and members. I commit to love and serve the people of this wonderful part of Devon
both within and outside the church and to pray for them.”
James, 47, is currently the Mission Enabler for the Diocese of Exeter and has a broad range of
urban and rural ministry experience, with a particular focus on youth and pastoral care as well
as mission.
He is married to Dr Liz Grier, an academic and musician who is currently training for ordination
herself. The couple have two sons, aged 18 and 20.
The Bishop of Exeter, the Rt Rev’d Robert Atwell, said “James Grier brings a combination of
energy, life and love for people to his work which will stand him in good stead as the next
Bishop of Plymouth. He is a real ‘can do’ person. Born in Plymouth, he knows and loves Devon
and will serve its communities with joy.”
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James succeeds the Rt Rev’d Nick McKinnel, who is retiring as Bishop of Plymouth after 42
years of ordained ministry.
David Fursdon, the Lord Lieutenant of Devon, said “It was always going to be a challenge to
select a successor to the excellent current Bishop of Plymouth, but the Diocese of Exeter has
done a fine job in appointing James Grier. Born, brought up and schooled in the city, he will
have an instinctive ‘feel’ for Plymouth which, coupled with his understanding of young people
and his communications skills make him entirely suited for his new role.”
The Bishop of Crediton, the Rt Rev’d Jackie Searle, said “Congratulations to James, I look
forward greatly to working with him in his new role as Bishop of Plymouth. He brings
experience of church planting and work with young people, along with his knowledge of the
diocese. He is a natural leader of mission with a deep love for God and the church.”
The bishop-elect spent the day of his announcement visiting some of the key projects and
places in the Plymouth episcopal area, which stretches from the River Tamar in the west to
midway across Dartmoor and Torbay in the east.
James and his family started the day by arriving in Plymouth’s Royal William Yard by landing
craft courtesy of 47 Commando Royal Marines and the chaplaincy team at RM Stonehouse.
He then met students at All Saints Church of England Secondary Academy in Plymouth, before
touring Plymouth Aid Redistribution Centre (ARC), which works with supermarkets and local
charities to supply food to people in need.
The new bishop also popped into Pennywell Farm, near Rattery, to meet agricultural and
tourism representatives and local parish priests.
He spent the afternoon touring Brixham Fish Quay to touch base with members of the fishing
community and local clergy before travelling to Exeter to meet elected church members from
across Devon.
He ended the day by helping-out at Exeter Cathedral’s Wednesday Kitchen which give meals
to people living on the streets.
James will be consecrated as a bishop at Southwark Cathedral on 29 September, with an
installation service at Exeter Cathedral on 9 October.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

15

Pop Up Stalls on Fridays in August and September
The Fundraising group are holding pop-up
stalls during August and September to
coincide with Friendly Friday Coffee.
There will be a selection of stalls - cakes, craft,
Vintage Green, Spring bulbs, books and more.
Also, cream teas on some Fridays on the
church green (if fine) and a tin tombola.
These will be held on Fridays starting at 10am,
the usual Friendly Friday coffee time - come
and join us for coffee and cake if you haven’t
already - and bag a bargain or even a
Christmas present!
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mission of the Month for August, Seed Project Zimbabwe

SEED stands for Sustainable, Ecological & Economic Development and was established in 2005.
Since then it has helped both urban and rural communities in Zimbabwe to realise their own
potential and to invest in their own futures.
SEED works primarily in communities where unemployment, ill health and hunger are high,
and opportunities, hope and education are low. The focus is on empowerment rather than
aid, and the aim is for the long-term community sustainability, with projects based on
education, health, water, sanitation, agriculture and business within a 50km radius of Harare.
As little as £100 can sponsor a parent to learn new skills and so support their own family.
To find out more, follow this link their website:
https://www.seed-project.org/our-work
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------16

Senior Clergy Reflection – August 2022
As I write, the UK Government is in transition—to say the
least! The Prime Minister having announced his resignation
as leader of the governing party, his colleague Members of
Parliament are now seeking to discover which of them can
command the confidence of a majority of the House of
Commons and so be invited by the Sovereign to form the next
Government.
All political systems make provision in one way or another for
the exercise of legislative, executive, and judicial functions. In
Ven. Douglas Dettmer,
my native USA as in many countries, the executive function
Archdeacon of Totnes
operates on the presidential model: one person elected to
national office controls the executive branch of the
government, all other officials including the heads of government departments being
subordinate to him or her. Needless to say, any true statesman or stateswoman must be
skilled in working effectively with others to get results; that is of the essence of statecraft.
Ultimately, however, in a presidential system one person clearly holds the reins and ‘the buck
stops here’.
As commentators often remark, in recent decades British governments across the political
spectrum have become increasingly presidential in tone. Nevertheless, in principle the British
constitution operates on a different model: the cabinet system, in which the Prime Minister is
just that—first among a group of ministers of the Crown who exercise the executive function
together, chaired and led by the First Lord of the Treasury as ranking member. On this model,
government is the collective responsibility of the cabinet as a whole.
In the church as in the state, all forms of leadership and service require the ability to work well
with others, but some responsibilities are by their nature entrusted to two or more people
acting jointly rather than one individual alone. In this season of Archdeacon’s Visitations
when churchwardens are admitted to office for the ensuing year, I am struck once again by
the fact that the ministry of churchwardens is one of those intrinsically collaborative forms of
service. As holders of the oldest office of local government in the land, churchwardens have
always been chosen to serve in pairs (and occasionally in larger groups), exercising their office
not alone but in conjunction with others.
In parishes where only one candidate has been elected in any given year, a churchwarden
serving alone gives generously of himself or herself in doing so—and deserves the practical
support and encouragement of fellow parishioners. But the ideal remains partnership with a
fellow churchwarden in a pairing of equals. Serving together with colleagues in office,
churchwardens offer the wider church a model of working which, like the cabinet model of
government, still has much to teach the rest of us about collaborative leadership for the
common good—and in the case of Christian disciples, about that partnership in the Gospel in
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which all Christian community is rooted. For that, and for each of our churchwardens in his or
her vocation and ministry, thanks be to God.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Concerts in 2022
All concerts are in St Eustachius’
Fri 16 Sep 2-4 pm: Heritage Open Day
Sat 17 Sep 10 am - 1 pm: Heritage Open Day
Sat 17 Sep Evening Concert: HMS Drake Volunteer Band
Sat 24 Sep Evening Concert: Stannary Brass Band – to be confirmed
Sat 1 Oct at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Thur 6 Oct Evening Concert: Two Moors Festival
Sat 26 Nov at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir
Sat 17 Dec at 7.30pm: Stannary Brass Band
Thur 22 Dec Evening Concert: Wheelhouse Folk Choir
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tavistock Parish Public Events for August
August 2022 (events are in the Parish Centre unless otherwise stated)
Mon 1
Fri 5
Mon 8
Fri 12
Mon 15
Fri 19
Mon 22
Fri 26
Mon 29

10.30 am - 1.30 pm
10 am - 12 noon
10.30 am - 1.30 pm
10 am - 12 noon
10.30 am - 1.30 pm
10 am - 12 noon
10.30 am - 1.30 pm
10 am - 12 noon
10.30 am - 1.30 pm

Holiday Club
Friendly Fridays and Pop Up Stalls (St E. Church)
Holiday Club
Friendly Fridays and Pop Up Stalls (St E. Church)
Holiday Club
Friendly Fridays and Pop Up Stalls (St E. Church)
Holiday Club
Friendly Fridays and Pop Up Stalls (St E. Church)
Holiday Club
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Activity Notices
Prayer and Stillness Group: There will be no meeting of the Prayer and Stillness Group in
August Meetings will restart on Monday 12th September in the Parish Centre. Meetings are
on the 2nd Monday of each month at the Parish Centre at 2.30. Please see the weekly pewsheets for details or contact Elizabeth Watkins 0n 01822 613922 or Barbara Miller on 01822
656018
Samaritan’s Purse Knitting Circle: No meetings in August. Re-starting Tuesday 6th September
2022.
Handicraft Group: No meetings in August, restart in September
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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1946 Tavistock Parish Church Guidebook
We continue with the serialization of the 1946 Guidebook by JJ Alexander MA:
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St Eustachius’ Church Useful Contacts
Churchwardens: Mrs Mary Whalley or Mr Graham Whalley - 01822
481179
Director of Music: Mr Scott Angell - 01752 783490
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator: Mrs Elizabeth Maslen - 01822 613512
Children and Families Worker: Ms Fiona Lang families@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Giving Officer: Mr Peter Rowan - 01822 617999
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Miss Rita Bilverstone - 01822 614825 or
safeguarding@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
Parish Office: Jo Barton (open M-F 10am to 12 noon) 01822 616673,
parishoffice@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
All other contacts - see church website
www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk
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