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Senior Clergy Reflection – September 2024	

The theme for Season of Creation 2024 is ‘hope and act with creation’.  In Romans 8, 
Paul writes “22 For we know that all creation has been groaning as in the pains of 
childbirth right up to the present time”

As people of faith, the state of our world should grieve us. In the UK we live in one of 
the most nature depleted countries on earth, and currently the decline continues. 
Across the world extreme weather is increasing frequency and intensity. The Climate 
Crisis isn’t a future issue, it’s here now.

But there is reason to hope. In 2015 the emissions gap report predicted warming of 
over 4°C with the policies of the time. Since then, progress has been made, the 2023 
report now predicts (if current policies remain) that we are expecting around 3°C. It’s 
not good enough but it shows that change is possible.

Recently I met the Archbishop of Melanesia, he shared powerfully that Melanesian 
communities don’t need reminding of the climate crisis, they are living with the effects 
daily. In our privileged world we don’t feel the effects as often. We need reminding; we 
need to remember that as one of the world’s wealthiest nations we are responsible for 
the effects our consumerism has had and is having on some of the poorest people in 
the world. 

In Matthew 25 Jesus says, “I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I 
needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not 
look after me.’  44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’  45 “He will 
reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not 
do for me.’   When we see record breaking storms, sea level rises, drought and 
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desertification do we stop and think, Jesus is there. Do we stop and ask, in what small 
way have we contributed to this chaos? 

We can do better; we are called to do better. The faithful servant was told “You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things.” Let’s start by 
being faithful with what we have. 

Let’s act together in hope for creation.

Action for churches - Eco Church

Action for individuals/families - Creation Care - Households

Sarah Charker – Creation Care Engagement Officer, Diocese of Exeter

(Please note that we will be referring to the theme of Creation throughout 
September in our prayers, sermons and readings)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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A Prayer for September	

A prayer of St Benedict:	

.	

Gracious and holy Father, please give me:	

Intellect to understand you; 	

reason to discern you; 	

diligence to seek you; 	

wisdom to find you;	

a spirit to know you;	

a heart to meditate upon you; 	

ears to hear you;	

eyes to see you;	

a tongue to proclaim you;	

a way of life pleasing to you; 	

patience to wait for you;	

and perseverance to look for you.	

Grant me:	

a perfect end,	

your holy presence,	

a blessed resurrection, 	

and life everlasting.	

If anyone would like to contribute a ‘prayer for the month’, please contact Sarah 
Pendle: sarah.pendle0@gmail.com 
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September Services in the Benefice	

6



Know your Bible 10, New Testament Prayers	

When you read through your New Testaments have you noticed the many short little prayers it 
contains? They may be short in words but most are not little in content or power. So let us 
have a look at a few this month other than those in the Gospels, and please share any others 
that you feel I have missed and have been a special blessing to you.	

Perhaps one that may sound very familiar is that used by the Lord’s brother Jude in his short 
letter, “May mercy, peace and love be multiplied to you” (1). This is similar to how Paul 
introduces many of his letters “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ” (2). What better prayers than these can we pray for our fellow believers that 
‘grace, mercy, peace and love’ may be theirs day by day.	

Paul often then goes on to develop his simple introductory prayer by asking that God will also 
extend to those he prays for other specific and further blessings as in Philippians where he 
prays for “the good work begun in those believers may be brought to completion on the day of 
Christ” (3). This shows how important it is for us to persevere in our prayer for those 
individuals for whom we may be praying.	

James, another of our Lord’s brothers, specifically encourages us to pray for the sick, saying 
“the prayer of a righteous man has great power in its effect” (4). So let us recognise just how 
much more effective our prayers can be when we collectively come together to pray. If we 
really wish to see growth in our Churches, experience shows that it is those Churches where its 
people pray much together, growth happens.	

The apostle Peter starts his first letter praying for “grace and peace” and ends with the prayer 
“Peace to all of you that are in Christ”, a prayer for peace in the hearts of those reading his 
letter (5). This shows us just how essential it is for us also to pray ‘peace’ over the lives of one 
another, something that will then shine out the life of Christ to the many around us who so 
long and search for peace. Our peace comes from our relationship with Jesus and through the 
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit.	

Peter in his second letter again starts with a prayer for “grace and peace” and then concludes 
with a prayer that asks that our Christian lives will not be static but may grow in “the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (6). That is such an essential prayer request we can pray 
for one another, for it is a desire that the intimacy of our daily walk with Jesus should 
constantly be growing. As I have said many times before, to foster that we must develop a 
daily habit and desire to read the scriptures.	

Just as we pray in ‘the Lord’s Prayer’ that God will “keep us from the evil one”, so when writing 
to his young disciple Timothy, Paul asks for prayer that “The Lord will rescue me from every 
evil” (7). We need to remember that Paul describes us as “A chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s own people” (8). We are those set apart by God when we put our faith and 
trust in Jesus as we enter into God’s spiritual realm and family. This is such a marvellous 
privilege that we have been given by God calling us into his family. 	
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However, as we enter into that spiritual realm and into our true home, Paul reminds us that we 
now also enter into a spiritual battle “For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but 
against the principalities, against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, 
against the spiritual host of wickedness in the heavenly places” (9). If we could only but grasp 
the full meaning of Paul’s words we should see just how essential it is to pray as individuals 
and collectively as Christians in the ‘body of Christ.’ So as Paul needed the prayers of the 
Ephesian Christians, we need the prayers of our brothers and sisters as we fight this spiritual 
battle together.	

There is so much more to explore but for now I pray that these few prayers may encourage us 
all to seek out more prayers, not just in our New Testaments, but also in the whole of the 
bible. As we pray for one another let us seek to build the kingdom of God in this our 
generation while there is still yet time. So let me end with the lovely words that the writer of 
the letter to the Hebrews used to close his letter, “Now may the God of peace who brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the 
eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you that 
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen” 
(10).	

Every Blessing, Rev Mike	

1. Jude 2	 	 	 	 6	 2 Peter 1v2; 3v18	
2. Philippians 1v2	 	 	 7	 2 Timothy 4v18	
3. Philippians 1v6	 	 	 8	 1 Peter 2v9	
4. James 5v16	 	 	 9	 Ephesians 6v12	
5. 1 Peter 1v2; 5v14	 	 10	 Hebrews 13v20-21	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Tales from the Tower	

Great excitement was caused in Tavistock during the summer when a film crew took over 
several areas in the town to film an episode of the popular BBC series ‘Beyond Paradise’. 	

The Bellringers of St Eustachius very nearly (although inadvertently) featured in this 
production - but not quite…	

Here, in the words of vice-captain Phil Dunn, is what happened:	

‘It was time for our regular Tuesday evening practice. We had just rung the bells up, when 
there was a call of “Hello” from the stairs.  Eventually a young chap called Milo (not sure 
whether he was theGofer, third grip, or extra man) in a high viz jacket appeared and explained 
that they were filming a scene for “Beyond Paradise” at Church Lane.  Please could we stop 
ringing.  	

‘We suggested that for a financial consideration, that might be possible, so he disappeared to 
discuss with his boss, and we carried on ringing.  He returned a short time later to say that 
there was no money in the budget to pay us, but they would only be filming in short sections 
of about five minutes with gaps in between, so would it be possible for us to sync our ringing 
with the filming.   We agreed that this would be possible, so with Milo communicating with the 
film crew by radio and telling us when we could ring, and when to be silent, the practice 
continued.  Fortunately, the band was rather depleted last night, so there wasn’t too much 
pressure to get on with the ringing.’	

Phil adds, with tongue firmly in cheek, ‘I’ve rung cinques [ringing on 12 bells] plenty of times, 
but “synchronized ringing” is a bit of a novelty, and probably won’t make it into the next 

Olympic Games😊 !	

‘ Hopefully, the film crew have learned the lesson that if you plan to film near a church, check 
whether there is likely to be any bell ringing going on!’	

                     *****	

In other news, ringers have been out and about during the summer, and I was personally 
thrilled  to be able to ring on the delightful peal of bells on St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly, having only 
recently started ringing again after breaking my wrist in February. Unfortunately, only a day or 
two later, I broke the other one, so am off the ropes again for another few months! 	

That’s life!	

Donna Baker	

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Living Creation 
Three Discussion and Study 

Groups, October 2024, Parish 
Centre 

Programme 

Group 1, Tuesday 8 October 2024 
❖ In the beginning . . . 
We explore together the biblical accounts of Creation and ‘Fall’, followed by Flood, Ark, 
and Rainbow. What do these ancient stories have to say to us as Christians now? 

Group 2, Tuesday 15 October 2024 
❖ Our place in God’s Creation 
We discuss the depiction of creation in a varied selection of passages from Scripture. 
How do these texts help us to understand our place in creation and our role in caring 
for it? 

Group 3, Tuesday 22 October 2024 
❖ New Heavens, New Earth 
In this final session we turn our gaze towards the future and our shared Christian hope 
for the renewal of all creation. How does this hope shape our response to the 
ecological crisis facing the world? 

The three ‘Living Creation’ Groups are free of charge and open to everyone. They will 
be quite informal, and will include Bible reading, discussion, reflection, and worship. 
They are all intended to be sociable as well as spiritual occasions. We will meet in the 
Tavistock Parish Church Centre, situated next to the Bedford Hotel on Plymouth Road, 
Tavistock. There is no parking at the Centre, but the Bedford Car Park (Canal Road, 
PL19 8AU) is only two minutes’ walk away. 

The purpose of the Groups is to deepen and strengthen our understanding of God’s 
creation and how we as Christians should respond to the ecological crisis in which the 
world finds itself. Together, we will explore what ‘Living Creation’ means to us in our 
lives, actions, and witness as followers of Jesus. 
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What you can expect from each Group: 

❖ An opportunity to share different perspectives on the theme of ‘Living Creation’. 
❖ Facilitation by experienced group leaders. 
❖ A time to worship our Creator God in prayer, reflection and songs of praise. 
❖  A chance to be with fellow-Christians for spiritual development and support. 

Groups will begin promptly at 2.15pm each Tuesday. Each one will last for about an 
hour and a half, with refreshments to follow. All readings and other study materials will 
be supplied.  

If you would like to attend the Groups—all or some of them—it is important for us to 
know in advance so that we can make necessary arrangements. Also, please let us 
know of any special requirements you may have. 

Please contact us with your name and contact details:  
House phone: 01822 762 078 (there is an answerphone) 
Text (Patti): 07507 805 074 
Email (Bob): bobowensreader@outlook.com 

ALL WELCOME
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Tavistock Healing Rooms	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Galley and Toilets - Latest	

Following the congregation presentation and discussion in the church in February about the 
Galley and Toilets Project, you might be wondering what was happening - so this short article 
is to bring you up to date.	

As well as discussing the project at that February meeting, everyone was invited to bring any 
issues about the project to a member of the PCC in preparation for an agenda item at the 
March meeting of the PCC to re-endorse the project. No issues were raised to any of the PCC 
members and at the March meeting, the motion to re-endorse continuation of the project was 
voted on and approved. At the May meeting of the PCC, they approved the appointment of a 
professional fundraiser to assist with applications to Charitable Trusts to raise the remaining 
funds for the project.	

Subsequent to that meeting, the Friends of St Eustachius’ have pledged a further £25,000 
towards the project cost, which leaves a balance of £82,521 to find to meet the estimated 
cost. The target for the professional fundraiser is to meet this shortfall, plus sufficient 
additional funds to pay her costs. The projected cost includes risk contingenicies.	

The professional fundraiser was appointed in May, and I have been working with her to 
prepare a series of applications. The first two applications, for £16,500 each, are expected to 
be submitted by the end of August, with advertised processing times of 3-6 months. More 
applications are in preparation and will be submitted in due course.	

Everything else that we need for the project is in place. The original Faculty approval, which 
was received in 2019 from the Diocese of Exeter, has now been extended to December 2027. 
We have all the detailed plans from the architect, together with all of the building 
specifications for the project which we need to run a bidding competition to select the 
contractor. We can only do this once we have the funding in place. Before placing the contract, 
the PCC will have to give final approval.	

If we are successful in obtaining the grants that we need, we might optimistically be able to 
run the bidding competition in 2025 and award the contract. The construction is expected to 
take around 3 months.	

Further updates to follow!	

Martin	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Diocese of Exeter | The Church of England in Devon

SEPTEMBER
PRAYER
DIARY

Sunday 1st – Saturday 7th

During Creationtide, also known as the Season of Creation, we give thanks for the 
beautiful world you have created. Stir us to act as individuals, and as your church, 
to be good stewards of all your hands have made. We pray particularly for people 
whose lives are most impacted by climate change, move our hearts to love our 
global neighbours through prayer and action.

1. For the churches of the Haldon Mission 
Community, their clergy Carol Green, David 
Wilkie, Julia Hocking, Elizabeth Burren, Peter 
Burren, LLMs Peter Wood, Ruth Sewell, Lesley 
Heffer, and for all who live and worship in West 
Teignmouth, Ideford with Luton, East Teignmouth, 
Bishopsteignton, and Ashcombe. 

2. For the churches of the Hartland Coast Mission 
Community, their clergy Jane Skinner, Jane Hayes, 
LLMs Vera Tooke, Andrew Macwilliam, and for all 
who live and worship in Woolfardisworthy West, 
Welcombe, Parkham, Lundy, Hartland, Clovelly, 
Bucks Mills, Buckland Brewer, and Alwington. 

3. In our link with the Diocese of Bayeux-Lisieux, 
we pray for all those serving in pastoral teams, 
especially those supporting parishes in various 
ministries. We also pray for the area of Pont-
L’Eveque, the parishes, their clergy all those who 
live and worship there.

4. For the churches of the Heavitree Mission  
Community, their clergy Benjamin Rabjohns, 
Andrew Johnson, Alex Honey, and for all who 
live and worship in Saint Mary Steps, Heavitree 
with St Paul Exeter. 

5. On the International Day of Charity, we give 
thanks for charities across Devon who support 
the vulnerable and champion good causes. We 
pray particularly for Christian charities reaching 
out to those in need and sharing the love of 
Christ with them, we pray for provision and 
perseverance.

6. For the churches of the Holsworthy Benefice, 
their priest Alison Hardy, LLM Mary Aicheler, 
and for all who live and worship in Highampton, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Black Torrington, Bradford 
with Cookbury, Bradworthy, Bridgerule, 
Bulkworthy, Abbots Bickington, Halwill, 
Thornbury, Hollacombe, Holsworthy, Milton 
Damerel, Putford, Pyworthy with Pancrasweek, 
Sutcombe, Tetcott with Luffincott, and Clawton. 

7. For the churches of the Holyford Mission 
Community, their priest Steve Martin, LLMs Sue 
McCoulough, Charles Hill, and for all who live 
and worship in Southleigh, Northleigh, Musbury, 
Colyton, and Branscombe. 
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8. On Education Sunday, we give thanks for our 
network of CofE schools and academies, as well 
as the children and families, and youth workers 
in our churches engaging with schools to share 
the good news of Jesus. We recognise the great 
pressure on those working in education, please 
sustain them, Lord.

9. On Emergency Services Day, we give thanks 
for those who work in the emergency services, 
for their hard work and dedication. We ask for 
provision for services that are severely lacking 
resources at the moment.

10. On World Suicide Prevention Day, we pray 
for all those who feel hopeless, that they would 
have the strength to seek help, make us vigilant 
to notice those who need support. We give 
thanks for services which help those who have 
suicidal thoughts. Most of all we pray that all 
people would know they are deeply loved by 
you, and that there is everlasting hope found in 
Jesus Christ.

11. For the churches of the Honiton Mission 
Community, their clergy Sue Roberts, Scott 
Angell, Tracey Voysey, LLM Julia Barrett, and 
for all who live and worship in Honiton with 
Monkton, Gittisham, Cotleigh, Combe Raleigh, 
Buckerell, and Awliscombe. 

12. In our link with Cyprus and the Gulf, we pray 
for all the staff in the Diocesan Office in Nicosia, 
we give thanks for their hard work and service, 
would you sustain each of them and remind them 
it is all for your kingdom.

13. For the churches of the Hukeley Mission 
Community, their priest Kevin Chandra, LLM Nick 
Francombe, and for all who live and worship in 
Petton, Morebath, Huntsham, Clayhanger, and 
Bampton. 

14. On Holy Cross Day, may we reflect on the 
crucifixion of Jesus, open our eyes to see afresh 
the display of love and sacrifice on the cross. 
May we live each day in light of the suffering 
you endured to redeem the world. Give us the 
strength to pick up our own cross and follow 
you, thank you for your boundless grace.

Sunday 8th – Saturday 14th

At the beginning of a new academic year, we pray for all students and staff in schools 
and colleges across Devon. May this new year bring renewed energy, patience, 
and compassion. We pray for our CofE schools and academies, that through their 
vision and values, young people would discover the love of God.
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15. For the churches of the Kingsbridge Estuary 
Mission Community, LLM Amanda Sarjeant, and 
for all who live and worship in West Alvington, 
Kingsbridge, and Dodbrooke. 

16. For the churches of the Kingsteignton Mission 
Community, their clergy Mark Smith, Sandra Gill, 
and for all who live and worship in Kingsteignton 
with Teigngrace. 

17. For the churches of the Little Dart Team Mission 
Community, their clergy Tony Rockey, Adrian 
Wells, Christine Chandler, LLM Elaine Cook, and 
for all who live and worship in Witheridge with 
Creacombe and Romansleigh, West Worlington, 
Wembworthy with Eggesford, Thelbridge, 
Meshaw, East Worlington, Chulmleigh, Cheldon, 
Chawleigh, and Burrington. 

18. For the churches of the Littleham cum 
Exmouth with Lympstone Mission Community, 
their clergy Steve Jones, Benedict Cambridge, 
Shaun Tipton, Jonathan Reynolds, LLMs Diana 
West, Demelza Henderson, and for all who live 
and worship in Lympstone, and Littleham Cum 
Exmouth. 

19. On Youth Mental Health Day we pray for 
young people in our communities, that amidst 
the pressures and confusion of life, they would 
know they are known and loved by a God who 
a present help in times of trouble. May they 
know you and experience your peace. Help us to 
support, encourage and pray for them.

20. In our link with Melanesia, we remember the 
anniversary of the martyrdom of Bishop John 
Coleridge Patteson, the first Bishop of Melanesia 
who brought Chri his life for the Gospel. May we 
be inspired by his willingness to follow the call 
of God, and reminded of the cost of following 
you, Jesus. 

21. On the Feast Day of Matthew, Apostle and 
Evangelist, we give thanks for his Gospel, which 
testifies that Jesus is the promised Messiah, 
the fulfilment of all of God’s promises. May you 
teach us and remind us of these truths as we 
read the Gospel of Matthew.

Sunday 15th – Saturday 21st 

During Fairtrade Fortnight we give thanks for 30 years of Fairtrade and pray for 
churches engaging with the resources over the coming weeks. May we all be stirred 
to live more sustainably and ethically, and to love our global neighbours through 
our prayers and actions. We pray for those most impacted by climate change.
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Information included in this prayer diary is taken from the diocesan 
database where clergy and Licenced Lay Ministers (LLMs) have given 
permission to use details which are accurate at the time of publication. 
If there are any changes please email: operations@exeter.anglican.org

Sunday 22nd – Monday 30th

As students arrive or return to our cities, we pray for all those starting university 
in the coming weeks, for those who know you, that you would keep them, and 
for those who don’t know you, that you would reach them. We give thanks for 
the Christian Union, and the Christian Chaplains, would you fill them with love, 
compassion, and boldness in their witness of you.

22. For the churches of the Lyn Valley Mission 
Community, their priest Miles Welborn, and for all 
who live and worship in Trentishoe, Parracombe, 
Martinhoe, Lynton, Countisbury, and Brendon. 

23. In our link with Thika, we pray for the Rt. 
Rev’d Julius Wanyoike, the Bishop of Thika and 
his wife Esther, President of the Mothers Union 
in Thika. May you bless them in their ministries.

24. For the churches of the Malborough Mission 
Community, their priest Daniel French, LLM 
Debbie Plummer, and for all who live and worship 
in Malborough, Salcombe, and South Huish. 

25. For the churches of the Modbury Mission 
Community, their priest Matt Rowland, Oli Long, 
LLMs Joyce Howitt, Gilbert Snook, and for all 
who live and worship in Ringmore, Modbury, 
Kingston, Bigbury, and Aveton Gifford. 

26. On the anniversary of the death of Wilson 
Carlile, founder of Church Army, we give thanks 
for his life and ministry. We pray for Church 
Army Evangelists across the UK, Holy Spirit give 
them boldness as they serve your church share 
the Good News with others.

27. For the churches of the Netherexe Parishes 
Mission Community, their clergy Tim Collins, 
Julia Dallen, Deborah Leighton-Plom, LLMs 

Simon Friend, Laura Ford, and for all who live and 
worship in Upton Pyne, Thorverton, Stoke Canon 
with Huxham, Rewe with Nether Exe, Newton St 
Cyres, Cadbury, and Brampford Speke. 

28. For the Mission Shed – Gowing Faith event 
taking place in Barnstaple today. We give thanks 
for all the hard work that has gone into this 
event and pray that all those who attend would 
be encouraged and equipped to serve their 
churches and communities, particularly children, 
young people and families.

29. During Generosity week, we give thanks for 
the generosity of the Church which provides 
for the needs of those inside and outside our 
walls. Stir us to live generously as we have been 
called to, remembering that everything we have 
belongs to you. Freely we have received, help us 
to freely give.

30. On International Translation Day, we give 
thanks for your word and for all those translating 
the Bible into new languages for those who have 
not yet read it. We pray for them, that your word 
may become a lamp to their feet, which leads 
them to the figure at the centre of all scripture, 
Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Archangel’s Way Pilgrimage Update – Walking the Way	

Dear fellow pilgrims,	

Some of you may recall that just over a year ago I wrote a short article on the subject of 
pilgrimage in order to draw attention to last year’s celebration of The Archangel’s Way at the 
village of Belstone on Saturday 30th September 2023.  Unfortunately, an unexpected hospital 
appointment prevented me from welcoming anyone who came to join in the walks or the 
event on that day. 	

As a member of the planning team for the route of The Archangel’s Way I had walked many of 
its sections prior to the launch on 31st July 2021 but on that day I was privileged to lead a small 
group from Saint Michael’s church on Brent Tor to Saint Petroc’s Church at Lydford.  We 
travelled in my daughter’s car to Sourton to join the ramblers who walked beside me from 
there to Belstone.  Since then I have returned to walk other sections at various seasons of the 
year but never found an opportunity to walk the section between Gidleigh’s Providence 
Chapel and Saint Michael the Archangel’s Church in Chagford.	

So on Sunday the 4th August I met my two cousins at Gidleigh and set off walking with them 
and my dog Kenzo all the way to Chagford.  The start of the walk followed a green lane shaded 
by trees opening out at a farmyard before plunging into a deep hollowed lane into Gidleigh.  
The churchyard at Gidleigh has a stream running through it creating a peaceful space which 
inspires wonder and spiritual refreshment.  The church offers a welcoming interior with its 
own Pilgrim Corner.  Just outside the village a gate leads into open fields and down to the river.  
There were many delightful places to pause and reflect. Stepping stones, tranquil pools and 
waterfalls.   Seeing this for the first time inspired me to thank God for the wonders of nature in 
such profusion.	

 Sally met us at the ancient Chagford Bridge and we all walked the final stage along the river 
and into the centre of Chagford.  We celebrated my completion of The Archangel’s Way by 
enjoying a meal together at the Three Crowns before crossing the road into the church so that 
I could enter the final stamp in my PiIgrim Passport before reaching my seventy-sixth birthday!	

I have enjoyed all my walks along the Way and have no hesitation in returning to walk them 
again.  Although there are options along the route to make more challenging detours onto the 
slopes of Dartmoor, it is possible to follow easy routes for the whole length of this pilgrimage.  
There are regular buses serving the villages along most of the way and there are places to get 
food and refreshment as well as overnight accommodation.  It has taken me three years to 
complete the pilgrimage but, if you don’t have time to spare, it can be completed over two or 
three days.	
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Why not taste a part of the route for yourself?  There will be a day of guided pilgrimage at 
Belstone on Saturday 14th September when you can choose one of two walks starting from 
Belstone Village Hall at 9.30am and 1.30pm (for more information see the Devon Pilgrim flyer 
below for this event).  If you don’t fancy walking, there will be a performance of Morris 
Dancing on the Green at 3.30pm.	

LLM Christopher Pancheri (Hospitaller and Devon Pilgrim)	
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Ask John  -  How much should I give?	

Enquirer:	 Hi John.  Got a mo?	

John:	 Hello again.  Got another question for me? 	

Enquirer:	 I most certainly have. We keep getting these appeals for money for this charity or 
that one, so I thought I would ask you as to what you thought we ought to give, and to whom? 	

John:	 Oh dear.  That can be a most contentious subject for some people.	

Enquirer:	 Why?  I’m only asking.  No harm in asking, is there?	

John:	 No – but I am bound to upset someone by answering. 	

Enquirer:	 Come on.  No one is listening!	

John:	 Hmm, I guess a good starting point is in the Old Testament.	

Enquirer:	 Struth!  Who’d have thought it? 	

John:	 Yes well.  The Old Testament Law said that everyone should give a tenth of their income 
to the ‘church’ of the day – the Temple and Priesthood.  It was called a tithe. 	

 Enquirer:  Ere.  I’m not giving you a tenth of my income.  No way.  Think again mate. 	

John:	 I am not asking it of you.  Also I am not sure whether that simple instruction continued 
through the years or how it was calculated.  It started simply enough but it soon became 
complicated.  There were taxes and still are!! So do you take the tithable income after tax or 
before?  And today there are other kinds of taxes.  Not only is there the national tax or Income 
Tax but there are local taxes or Council Tax.  Then there are inescapable costs such as utilities.  
So do you tithe only disposable income or the gross income?   	

Enquirer:	 Now you are doing me head in again!	

John:	 Of course the Old Testament only scraped the surface of any question.  Any command 
given through Moses was reinterpreted by Jesus to show that there was always a deeper 
meaning and understanding, calling for greater depths of response and spiritual and ethical 
discipline.	

John:	 Jesus gives the example of the Widow’s mite.  Although the sum given by the woman 
was trifling small in comparison with most peoples’ gifts, a mere nothing, it was still half of her 
total assets!!  In that case her giving was wonderfully great compared to most people’s.  
Sacrificial in her case.	

John:	 Then again you need to take into account the need of the person who is asking.  The 
early church made the mistake of asking converts to Christianity - in their zealous enthusiasm - 
to give and pool all that they possessed, thinking that Christ was to return very quickly.  In a 
short while this made many people destitute, and a collection had to be arranged through the 
early churches to come to their rescue.  No thought had been given to stewardship of 
resources.  Wisdom has to balance charitable giving.	

Enquirer:  Oh glory be!	
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John:	 I have only just started!  There is the parable of the man who gave money out to his 
servants expecting them to speculate and risk his money and their own reputation and 
futures.  His response rewarded the risk-takers and punished the cautious.  Are we expected to 
do the same?  Is that snippet just allegorical or does that actually include our financial 
wellbeing?  	

John:	 What of the teaching that it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle* 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  For money slews our outlook on Life and 
spirituality.	

John: 	Or Jesus’ teachings about having no thought for the morrow for Our Father knows our 
needs and even Solomon wasn’t arrayed as a fine as a lily of the field.	

Enquirer:  Stop – stop.  Where does that leave me?	

John:	 It leaves you with your own conscience, your own bank balance, your own generosity, 
your own understanding of the relevant need, and your own understanding of God’s will in the 
matter for you.	

Enquirer:  Not simple this Christianity lark, is it? 	

John:	 No one ever said it was!	

Enquirer:  You are still not getting ten percent of my income. 	

• The needle was a very small opening in a wall to allow late arrivals some kind of 
sanctuary when the wall gates had already been closed for the night.	

John	

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Gulworthy Notes for September	

Welcome to September! The magazine has had a little holiday and I hope you too have 
managed to enjoy a break or at least some time enjoying the fine weather that eventually 
arrived!	

August has given us the Paris Olympics, with Team GB achieving some brilliant results. I guess 
you either loved watching it or couldn’t  wait for it to be over, either way, there have been 
some great displays and more to come in the Paralympics.	

The biggest event of Gulworthy’s year and the biggest fundraiser for both the Church and the 
Hall, is the annual Fete and Dog Show. Last year was such dreadful weather that we had fewer 
visitors than normal braving the drizzle, but 2024 came good and with sunshine and 
temperatures in the 70’s, we were blessed with a lot of people, a LOT of eager dogs and a 
great deal of fun.	

An amazing £3194 was raised, to be shared equally between St Paul’s and Gulworthy Parish 
Hall which is fabulous and helps the hall and the Church to continue to minister to all in 
Gulworthy Parish. Thanks must go to so many people, but especially to Jean Osborne for co-
ordinating us all. Thanks to all the people who ran stalls, made burgers and served cream teas, 
organised the children’s events and competitions. Thank you to those who donated prizes for 
the raffle and to those who sold (and bought) tickets! Thanks to all who turned out to judge 
the many excited dogs and to the dogs and their owners for leaving nothing nasty behind!	

Thanks also to Liz, who runs a Zumba class at Gulworthy hall and to those who joined her 
(myself included) to demonstrate the class in 75f heat. I’m sure I’ve missed someone…if so - I 
apologise.	

Next in Gulworthy’ s calendar is the flower festival, starting on 20th September. More details 
are in the diary below. This promises to be a very lovely event and the Church will be full of 
beautiful flower arrangements. It will be open at 10am each day and will finish with a Harvest 
celebration at 5pm on Sunday 22nd.	

For those who attend our Family Worship and for those who would like to join us, the service 
will be moving from the 1st Sunday of the month to the 2nd, starting on September 8th.	

As I write, the news has been full of reports of unprecedented violence from a few disgruntled 
and aggressive people who leapt at the chance to cause misery and mayhem. Less reported 
were acts of bravery and generosity from others defending those who could not do so. 	

The Christian faith is one of love, inclusion, tolerance and generosity. We pray that those 
qualities will always be foremost in our lives and in our actions.	

God bless all those who have the courage to stand up against such hate.	

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY	

Friday 20th - Sunday 22nd September. St Paul’s Church Flower Festival “The World Around Us 
with The Power of Flowers” 10am -6pm. Admission £2. Food and refreshments available in 
Gulworthy Parish Hall.	

22nd September. Harvest service.	

25th October. Quiz Night in Gulworthy Hall. Details to follow.	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Warm Welcome - Help Needed Please	

As many of you know we have been running WW for 2 years now and it 
has proved very successful.  During the summer months  these have 
been monthly but we hope to resume our weekly sessions over the 
winter months starting in October. In order to enable us to do that we 
do need additional helpers please.	

The sessions are held on Monday every week (from October) starting at 
10am and finishing at 2pm. We work in pairs and provide nourishing homemade soup, 
baguettes, cheese, cake / biscuits and plenty of tea and coffee. Any money spent will be 
reimbursed.	

It’s such a great resource for our community and provides so much in terms of friendship and 
a place to have a ‘natter’ and catch up. The numbers attending can vary between 12-24. 	

So if you can spare some time one Monday every month, prepared to make soup, cake / 
biscuits and have a natter with those who attend this could be for you!	

For more information please contact Sue Eve either via email susaneve15@hotmail.com or 
telephone 01822 832707 or 07557 688385.	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Tavistock Parish Public Events for September	
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September 2024 (events are in the Parish Centre unless otherwise stated)
Mon 2 10 am - 2 pm Warm Welcome
Fri 6 10 am - 12 noon Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)
Mon 9 2.30 - 4.30 pm Prayer and Stillness Group
Tues 10 9.30 - 11 am Little Deers Baby and Toddler Group
Wed 11 2-4 pm Handicraft Group
Fri 13 10 am - 12 noon Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)
Tues 17 9.30 - 11 am Little Deers Baby and Toddler Group
Thur 19 2 - 4 pm Bereavement Group
Fri 20 10 am - 12 noon Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)
Tues 24 9.30 - 11 am Little Deers Baby and Toddler Group
Wed 25 2-4 pm Handicraft Group
Fri 27 10 am - 12 noon Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)

mailto:susaneve15@hotmail.com


Hymn for the Month: ‘Morning has broken’	

My hymn choice for this month was inspired by looking out the window on a bright summer 
morning and remembering that childhood hymn, ‘Morning has broken’. I thought it would be 
an excellent choice for September, when we focus on ‘Creationtide’, the Season of Creation, 
dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of all life.	

Morning has broken	
Like the first morning,	
Blackbird has spoken 	
   Like the first bird.	
       Praise for the singing,	
       Praise for the morning,	
       Praise for them springing 	
          Fresh from the Word!	

Sweet the rain’s new fall	
Sunlit from heaven,	
Like the first dewfall 	
   On the first grass.	
       Praise for the sweetness 	
       Of the wet garden,	
       Sprung in completeness 	
          Where his feet pass.	

Mine is the sunlight!	
Mine is the morning	
Born of the one light 	
   Eden saw play!	
       Praise with elation, 	
       Praise every morning,	
       God’s re-creation 	
          Of the new day!	

The words and lilting rhythm of ‘Morning has broken’ emphasise the beauty of the natural 
world and the freshness of the new morning. The hymn makes an imaginative leap back to 
that first morning in Eden, associating our feelings with the delight Adam and Eve must have 
felt in seeing the first blackbird singing through the first rain lit by the first sunlight on the first 
grass. At a time when we are concerned about the effects of climate change on our world, this 
hymn in its freshness and innocence becomes ever more poignant. It reminds us as Christians 
of the wonderful account of creation in Genesis, an account echoed in the opening of John’s 
Gospel, how the ‘Word’ was in the beginning with God, and how all things came into being 
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through Him. In singing this hymn we too are filled with ‘elation’ as we praise our creator God, 
the one who re-creates the wonder of Eden in each new day.	

For all its apparent spontaneity, ‘Morning has broken’ is a good example of a hymn written to 
order. In 1931, the Revd Percy Dearmer (1867‒1936) was putting together a new, enlarged 
edition of his famous hymn book Songs of Praise. He asked Eleanor Farjeon (1881‒1965) to 
write a hymn ‘on the theme of thanksgiving for each day as it comes’—and it had to fit the 
Scottish Gaelic folk melody ‘Bunessan’. Being an amazingly inventive writer, Farjeon accepted 
the commission and produced this beautiful hymn. 	

Now mainly remembered as a children’s writer (a 
prestigious prize for children’s literature is named after her), 
Farjeon was also a prolific author of adult fiction and 
poetry. She had a strong interest in religion all her life (her 
father was Jewish), and on her seventieth birthday she was 
received into the Roman Catholic Church. She described 
this as a natural progression, flowing out of her ‘increasing 
sense of the immortal spirit from a source I could only think 
of as God’. The folk singer Cat Stevens (later Yusuf Islam) 
made ‘Morning has broken’ a worldwide hit in the early 
1970s—one of the few occasions when a hymn has 
featured in the pop charts. I sometimes listen to his version 
on YouTube to take me back to my youth. But I urge you to 
search on YouTube for a 2013 performance by pupils from 
Milkwood Junior School, Mossel Bay, in the Western Cape 

province of South Africa. If the hand-bell performers here don’t bring a smile to your face, 
nothing ever will.	

Bob Owens	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Concerts in 2024	

All concerts are in St Eustachius’ unless stated:

Sat 28th Sep at 7.00: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir Autumn Concert	
Sat 19th Oct at 7.30 pm: Centenary Celebration of Rev. Sabine Baring-Gould	
Sat 23rd Nov at 7.00 pm: The Little Opera Co. Candlelit Christmas Concert	
Sat 14th Dec at 7.30 pm: Stannary Brass Band Christmas Concert	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Mobiles in Church	

This piece was forwarded by Pat Alexander, who saw it in a French church:Hi Pam.  My niece 
sent this found in a church in France and thought it good to share .	

“ When you enter this Church it may be possible that you hear “ the call of God”.	

However, it is unlikely that He will call you on your mobile.	

Thank you for turning off your phones.  If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet 
place and talk to him.	

If you want to see Him, send Him a text while driving!	

(translated from French church poster)	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Closing Prayer	

I came across this lovely short prayer in the daily Scripture Union online devotion and thought 
it would be good to share.	

God bless, Ann

Lord, you know me through and through. 	

And still, you call me to walk the path of faith with you. 	

As I follow you – and also, as I stumble or stray – please shape me to be the 

person you made me to be.	
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St Eustachius’ Church Useful Contacts	

Revd. Matt Godfrey, Vicar - 07341 665510 or vicar@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk	

Churchwardens: Mrs Catherine Stoate - 07773 162553 or catherinestoate@gmail.com and 
Mrs Pam Hunter 01822 614200 or HntPam3@aol.com	

Director of Music – Mrs Mary Mazur-Park marymazurpark@gmail.com	
	
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator: Mrs Diana McDowell – 07990 682349 or dsm261@hotmail.com	
	
Parish Giving Officer: Mr Peter Rowan – 01822 617999	
	
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Miss Rita Bilverstone – 01822 614825 or 
safeguarding@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk	

Parish Office: Jo Barton (open M-F 10am to 12 noon) 01822 616673, 	
parishoffice@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk	

Bellringers: George Mudge (tower captain) 01822 615456, or email 
phil.dunn.3cc@btinternet.com	

All other contacts - see church website www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk	
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