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From the Ministers 

A Message from the Revd Hazel Butland	

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;	
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.	
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,	

We will remember them.	

November is a time of remembrance.	

We begin the month with All Saint’s Day and the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
(All Soul’s Day).	

 All Saint’s Day (which we will celebrate on Sunday November 3rd) has been celebrated 
since the fourth century, recognising the apostles and other heroes of faith, our living 
foundation stones, whose lives have inspired many to live courageous and holy lives. This is 
a great celebration, ‘For all the Saints, who from their labours rest.’	

In contrast, All Soul’s Day is more intimate and personal. During the service we will 
remember and light candles for the faithful departed, recalling, with thanks, the lives of 
those who have influenced and supported our own pilgrimage of faith. We remember our 
loved ones and our own personal (unsung) heroes of faith.	

November is a time to remember, but, this year, for our diocese it is also a time for new 
beginnings. At 3pm on Saturday 2nd November at Exeter Cathedral, Bishop Mike will be 
enthroned as our new Diocesan Bishop of Exeter. This is an important and special new 
beginning for the diocese, and he has already moved into the Bishop’s Palace with his wife. 
His bees have moved safely and successfully into the palace gardens.	

Meanwhile, children throughout the country will excitedly remind us that the 5th 
November is a day that should ‘never be forgot’, whether or not they understand the 
background to Guy Fawkes Night or Bonfire Night. I hope and pray everyone has an 
enjoyable and safe time. Please keep your pets safe! For my own grandsons, Bonfire Night 
will be a new experience this year, as they have spent the last 5 years in Kenya, but now live 
in Suffolk. In fact, they are only just discovering the delights of Autumn and Winter and 
can’t wait to experience snow!	

Although Guy Fawkes Night is a peculiarly British time of remembrance,  Remembrance 
Day, on 11th and Remembrance Sunday, this year on 10th, have far greater significance.	

As the Royal British Legion states:	
Remembrance Sunday is a national opportunity to remember the service and sacrifice of 
all those that have defended our freedoms and protected our way of life.	
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We remember the Armed Forces, and their families, from Britain and the Commonwealth, 
the vital role played by the emergency services and those who have lost their lives as a 
result of conflict or terrorism.	

It is right we should continue to remember those who died in the World Wars but it is 
important to remember those who have suffered, died and continue to suffer in conflicts 
today.	

Here is a prayer I shall use on Remembrance Sunday for conflicts today.	

God of peace and compassion, 	
We pray for all impacted by the escalation of the conflicts in the Middle East,  and wars in 

Ukraine and elsewhere.                                                                                                                                   
For all traumatised and re-traumatised by what they have experienced;	

For all who are mourning;	
For all who are fearful, today, and for what may lie ahead.	

For people seeing things no human being should see.	
For people seized by terror no human being should experience.	

For people whose depths of suffering no human being should know. 	
Enable us to stand in solidarity with people of peace	

May your Spirit bring peace and healing to your troubled world	

Amen	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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A Prayer for November	

One of the saints whom the Church of England celebrates in November is St Hilda, Abbess of 
Whitby whose festival falls on the 19th of the month.	

St Hilda, a grand-niece of King Edwin of Northumbria became a nun in 647AD, at the age of 33. 
In 649, St Aidan, Bishop of Lindisfarne made her the abbess of a convent in Hartlepool and, in 
657, Hilda founded the abbey in Whitby which she governed until her death in 680. The 
foundation was a double monastery with women and men in adjoining quarters, and among 
Hilda’s subjects were St John of Beverley and Caedmon, a shepherd who became the first 
English religious poet and the first English poet whose name in known. At the Synod of Whitby 
in 664, called to decide between Celtic and Roman religious customs, Hilda sided with the 
Celtic party, and although the synod decided that the Roman customs should be followed, 
unity of the church was achieved. 	

St Bede praises Hilda’s “wonderful godliness and grace”, and her advice and nurture were 
offered to rulers and ordinary folk alike. It is appropriate, therefore, that Hilda is the patron of 
a number of educational establishments, including St Hilda’s College in Oxford and the College 
of St Hild and St Bede in the University of Durham. 	

It is timely also in 2024, the 30th anniversary of the Ordination of Women to the Priesthood, to 
remember the great contribution of women to the early church in England, and the prayer 
which I have chosen is the collect for the Festival of St Hilda.	

Eternal God, 	

Who made the Abbess Hilda to shine like a jewel in our land	

and through her holiness and leadership	

blessed your Church with new life and unity	

help us, like her, to yearn for the gospel of Christ	

and to reconcile those that are divided;	

through him who is alive and reigns with you,	

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,	

one God, now and for ever.	

John Rea	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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November Services in the Benefice	

￼6



New Editor Needed	

Having taken on the task of Parish Magazine editor when the Pandemic’s effect on the church’s 
finances forced us to release the full time parish administrator, I still find myself doing it four 
years on. Albeit that it is not the same as the old publication (we also lost the colour printer 
that folded and stapled the old version, and the current one has to be done by hand) at least it 
has remained in circulation and, it appears, has a regular readership of 60 copies per month. 	

I am going to retire from this role though at the end of this year, so December will be my last 
magazine. If anyone would like to take on the task, please email me (m.pendle@icloud.com). 
The task should be made easier as it is quite likely that we will be able to afford a more 
capable printer/compiler in the not too distant future, and the faithful regular contributors to 
the magazine make it quite easy to fill.	

Martin	
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Bishop Mike to journey through Devon to Exeter Cathedral on Enthronement Day	

The Rt. Rev’d Dr Mike Harrison will begin his new role as the Bishop of Exeter at his 
Enthronement service, with ancient traditions stretching back hundreds of years, on Saturday 
2 November at Exeter Cathedral.	

The service will symbolise the bishop’s spiritual role in Devon and be an opportunity to 
welcome him, his wife Rachel and four children, to the county.	

It follows Bishop Mike’s Confirmation of Election as Bishop of Exeter at Lambeth Palace in 
September by the Archbishop of Canterbury.	

The Enthronement is taking place on All Souls’ Day, when Christians around the world 
remember loved ones who have died, often by placing flowers on their graves or lighting 
candles.	

Bishop Mike will begin the day in prayer at dawn on Woolacombe Beach, where he has happy 
memories of childhood holidays with his own parents.	

He will also join the congregation for a service at the rural St Peter’s church in Bittadon, visit 
Barnstaple Panier Market, and a community hockey club in Tiverton en route to Exeter.	

The Enthronement service itself will commence with a procession from Exeter’s Guildhall to 
Cathedral Green.	

Bishop Mike will then be asked to knock on the cathedral’s famous Great West Door with his 
staff, as is traditional for a new diocesan bishop, before being permitted to enter for the 3pm 
ceremony.	

Bishop Mike said “I am thrilled to be welcomed into the Diocese of Exeter at the 
Enthronement service and am really looking forward to getting started in the role.	
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“I will be shining a light on just a small fraction of the rich variety of ministry, joyful service and 
Christian witness Devon’s churches provide, as I travel from North-West of the County to 
Exeter Cathedral on 2 November.	

“My journey is about celebrating different aspects of community life and the part that 
churches and other community organisations play in making Devon such a great place to live.	

“Beginning in Woolacombe will be particularly poignant for me on All Souls’ Day, as I 
remember my own parents and brother of blessed memory, and later, join with others in 
worshipping the God who provides unquenchable light in darkness and a sure and certain 
hope in resurrection.”	

The Enthronement service will include the St Peter’s Singers, representatives of Devon’s 
schools, uniformed organisations, community groups and charities, other Christian 
denominations and representatives from world faiths.	

The Archdeacon of Canterbury, the Ven. Dr Will Adam, will install Bishop Mike in the 14th 
century bishop’s throne, believed to be the tallest piece of medieval woodwork in Europe.	

The throne represents the ancient See (or seat) of the Bishop of Exeter as the head of the 
Church of England in Devon. It is also significant in Christianity as a reminder of Jesus Christ 
being described in the Bible book of Revelation as the ‘lamb on the throne,’ following his death 
and resurrection.	

The Dean of Exeter Cathedral, the Very Rev’d Jonathan Greener, said “Exeter Cathedral is very 
much the church of the Bishop of Exeter, with a magnificent 16-metre-high Bishop’s Throne at 
its heart, so the installation of a new bishop marks a critical moment in the life of this place. It 
brings a new start, refreshes our mission, reinvigorates our community, and builds on nearly a 
thousand years of Christian worship here in the heart of Exeter.	

“Bishop Mike brings a great deal of experience to his new role, and we greatly look forward to 
working with him to serve the people of our county and diocese.”	

At the end of service, Bishop Mike will lead a ‘wave of light’ procession out onto Exeter’s 
Cathedral Green to pray for the people of Devon.	

The service is by ticket only, but will also be live-streamed on Exeter Cathedral’s YouTube 
channel.	

For more information, go to https://exeter.anglican.org/who-we-are/the-enthronement-of-
the-new-bishop-of-exeter/	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Know your Bible 12, Some Messianic Prophecies	

We shall soon be at that wonderful time in the Christian Calendar when we celebrate Advent, 
a time when we read some of the prophecies relating to both the first and second coming of 
our Lord Jesus. As this is the twelfth article in this series I thought I would select twelve 
prophecies that we could look at, but then decided I needed to make it a ‘baker’s dozen’!	

The first recorded prophecy goes right back to the beginning in the garden of Eden (1). The 
story relates how Adam and Eve had just disobeyed God’s command not to eat of the tree of 
good and evil. Satan deceived Eve and she doubted God’s command, just as we have all 
disobeyed God’s commands ever since. God then made a promise to them that would 
eventually lead to us all being reconciled back to our Holy God and Father. God promised that 
our deliverance would come through ‘the seed of the woman’ saying, “He-referring to Jesus-
shall bruise your-Satan’s-head, and you shall bruise his heel”. What an amazing prediction of 
the crucifixion occurring some many thousands of years later. It was fulfilled when the Roman 
soldiers hammered the nails through Jesus’ feet (2), and Jesus won for us the victory over sin, 
death and Satan. John in his Revelation (3) tells us that Satan’s end will be in the lake of fire 
after the final judgement, and Paul could confidently say “Death is swallowed up in victory. O, 
death, where is thy victory? O death, where is thy sting.” (4). 	

The next prophecy was one given to Enoch who “walked with God and was not” (5). Through 
Enoch’s close walk with God he did not die but was taken directly into heaven. This second 
prophecy however is not recorded in the Old Testament but by our Lord’s brother Jude in his 
letter (6) where he says “Behold the Lord came with his holy myriads, to execute judgement”. 
This strange use of ‘came’ rather than ‘comes’ is a Hebrew way of showing the certainty of an 
event, in this case the second coming of our Lord Jesus and later that of the final judgement 
then to take place.	

The third occurrence is when the Patriarch Abraham was commanded by God to sacrifice his 
son Isaac (7) even though God had promised Isaac to be Abraham and Sarah’s heir. It 
prefigures God sacrificing his only Son, our Lord Jesus, and points also to the resurrection. 
Abraham maintained a belief in the promise God had made to him that God could have raised 
Isaac from the dead. But through Abraham’s obedience to God command he was spared 
making that sacrifice and a ‘ram caught in the thicket’ was sacrificed instead. The words of 
Isaac to his father along the way were so poignant, “Behold the fire and wood; but where is 
the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham’s reply “God will provide himself the lamb” reflects 
his unswerving obedience and is also such a clear reference to Jesus. John the Baptist declared 
of Jesus (8) “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world”, those same 
beautiful words that we use at the Eucharist.	

We then read a fourth prophecy towards the end of Genesis (9). At the end of his life Jacob 
had called together all his sons to bless each one of them. In his blessing of Judah he said, 
“The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from before his feet, until ‘He’ 
comes to whom it belongs; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.” If in some 
translations you read “until Shiloh comes” it is because the word ‘Shiloh’ is a Hebrew place 
name meaning ‘he who is to be sent’. We know that Jesus will be sent a second time when he 
returns and shall come to rule and reign from Jerusalem establishing righteousness, peace and 
equity over this present restless world.	
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Some 500 years later around 1450 BC as the Hebrews were nearing the end of their Exodus 
from Egypt and had encamped upon the plains of Moab, Balak the king of Moab called the 
pagan prophet Balaam and asked him to curse the Hebrew people. Instead of a curse we have 
a fifth prophecy when Balaam was given in a vision from God (10) this picture, “I see him, but 
not now; I behold him, but not nigh; a star shall come forth out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall 
rise out of Israel”. This is another Messianic prophecy concerning our Lord and like so many 
others it points to a time still to come, but just when that time shall be we can only wait 
patiently to see.	

There are many other prophecies that relate to the ancestry, time, nature and place of Jesus’ 
birth, so our sixth prophecy will look at two which point distinctly to Jesus’ lineage. As early as 
Abraham we read of God’s promise to him “By you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed” (11). This can only point to the universal and inclusive nature of the liberating gospel 
of truth that Jesus came to bring to all the people of the nations. We then have another 
prophecy concerning Jesus’ lineage through King David when God promised that one of 
David’s descendants would have the throne of his kingdom established for ever (12). Clearly 
this has not happened so could not be speaking of one of David’s natural sons. This is 
confirmed in the next verse where God says “I will be his father, and he shall be my son”. When 
we read the genealogies of Jesus recorded by both Matthew and Luke (13), as they both list 
Abraham and David as Jesus’ ancestors we see how true those prophecies were.	

For a seventh prophecy we can read what has been described as one of the most significant 
prophecies in the whole Bible. It was given to the Prophet Daniel (14) after he had been taken 
into Exile in Babylon around 605 BC and relates to the exact time when Jesus would be 
‘anointed’ as ‘a most Holy One’. This took place when  Jesus’ cousin John the Baptist baptised 
him in the river Jordan during the winter of AD 27/28 when the Holy Spirit came as a dove and 
with the voice from heaven “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased”. There is 
no time to elaborate upon the depth of this prophecy now, but it uses the term ‘anointed one’ 
to describe Jesus and so could be interpreted as the first mention of Jesus as the ‘Messiah’ in 
all of the scriptures. This prophecy also contains a description of six specific functions that 
‘Messiah Prince’ came to perform (15). Just prior to this revelation by the angel Gabriel to 
Daniel he makes an heartfelt prayer for his people which is well worth a meditation, and could 
well be prayed today by us over the state of our nation. 	

We then come to two beautiful prophetic scriptures relating to Jesus that we so often read 
during Advent. The prophet Micah (16) makes it clear that Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem, 
and as Isaiah (17) says of a ‘young woman’, which in the Greek Septuagint translation made a 
few hundred years BC, clearly calls her a ‘virgin’. So we have both in our Old and New 
Testament statements as to Jesus’ ‘virgin birth’, He could be truly God and man.	

A most amazing and tenth prophecy was given to Isaiah which sheds much insight into the 
nature and provision of our Lord’s life. In the reference to Jesus’ birth (17) he is called 
‘Immanuel’ for Jesus was ‘God with us’. This concept for our human minds is difficult to 
understand that God could become incarnate and truly dwell with us in human form, but we 
can only accept this by faith. Isaiah (18) also describes Jesus as our suffering servant, ‘a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief’ and who would ‘make himself an offering for sin’. Isaiah 
calls Jesus the ‘righteous one of God’ (19), who would become our ‘redeemer’ (20).	

The eleventh prophecy contained in the great Messianic Psalm 22, (21) is very special. It 
provides a graphic picture of what our Lord was to endure upon the cross and of the actions of 
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those around him. Some of the verses from this psalm we believe Jesus prayed upon the cross, 
and with such a clear description of the details of his crucifixion it is difficult to understand 
how anyone could miss its significance and accuracy. 	

Let me conclude with two final scriptures from the many that still remain to be explored and 
which relate to the beginning and end of our Saviour’s life. Hosea the Prophet (22) relates how 
God declares “Out of Egypt have I called my Son”. This applies in the first instant to God calling 
his people out of the bondage of Egypt but it can clearly also be seen to describe the infant life 
of Jesus. To escape the murderous act of Herod in killing all the young boys around Bethlehem, 
and following the cunning of the ‘wise men’ not to report Jesus’ whereabouts back to Herod, 
we know that as a young child of about fifteen months old Joseph was instructed by an angel 
to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt. After around three years and following the death of Herod an 
angel instructed them to return to Israel and move to Nazareth. Matthew (23) was always 
searching for ways to show Jesus fulfilling prophecy so could then say that this prophecy was 
also fulfilled by the Holy family.	

The final one I wish to mention is from the Prophet Zechariah (24) where he says, “Rejoice 
greatly, lo your King comes to you; triumphant, humble and riding on an ass”. What an 
accurate description made some 550 years before of our Lord’s ‘Triumphal entry’ into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 	
We can indeed have confidence of the truth we read in our bibles.	

As I said last month I hope the few scriptures that we have looked at will spur you on to 
discover the many more scriptures that Jesus referred to when on the road to Emmaus after 
his resurrection. He said to the two disciples that he met “And beginning with Moses and all 
the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself” (25). 
O, to have heard that conversation!	

Every Blessing, Rev. Mike	

1. Genesis 3v15	 	 	 13	 Matthew 1v1-17; Luke 3v23-38	
2. John 19v18	 	 	 14	 Daniel 9v25-27	
3. Revelation 20v20	 	 15	 Daniel 9v24	
4. 1 Corinthians 15v55-57	 16	 Micah 5v2	
5. Genesis 5v24	 	 	 17	 Isaiah 7v14	
6. Jude v14		 	 	 18	 Isaiah 53f	
7. Genesis 22v1f	 	 	 19	 Isaiah 53c11	
8. John 1v2		 	 	 20	 Isaiah 59v20	
9. Genesis 49v10	 	 	 21	 Psalm 22	
10. Numbers 24v17		 	 22	 Hosea 11v1	
11. Genesis 12v3b	 	 	 23	 Matthew 2v15	
12. 2 Samuel 7v13-14	 	 24	 Zechariah 9v9; Matthew 21v4-5		

25	 Luke 24v27                                                                                                                                                                    	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Diocese of Exeter | The Church of England in Devon

NOVEMBER
PRAYER
DIARY

Friday 1st – Saturday 9th

During Black History Month, we give thanks for the diversity of the church, and 
lament times when Christianity has been misused to divide and oppress. Remind 
us that all people are made in the image of God, and help us to grow together in 
love and unity.

1. On All Saints Day we give thanks for the faith 
of the saints who now dwell with you, help us 
to follow their example and serve you with our 
lives. We pray for all the saints on earth – your 
church – may we delight in them: ‘As for the 
saints in the land, they are the excellent ones in 
whom is all my delight.’ (Psalm 16:3)

2. As Bishop Mike is enthroned as the new Bishop 
of Exeter today, we pray for him and his family 
as they begin a new season of life. We pray 
for Bishop Mike’s ministry, may you continue to 
guide him Lord, and help him to serve the people 
of Devon with joy.

3. For the churches of the Plymstock Mission 
Community, their clergy Jennie Appleby, Carl 
Budden, Jo Parker, LLMs Anthony Banbury, 
Graham Dee, and for all who live and worship in 
Plymstock and Hooe. 

4. In our link with Bayeux-Lisieux, we pray for 
all those considering vocations in the Diocese, 
please give them wisdom and discernment. 
We also pray for the parishes, their clergy and 
people in the area of Vire.

5. For the churches of the Raleigh Mission 
Community, their clergy Martin Jacques, Mike 
Williams, and for all who live and worship 
in Otterton, East Budleigh with Bicton, and 
Budleigh Salterton. 

6. On National Stress Awareness Day, we pray 
for all those feeling overwhelmed by stress, may 
they experience your supernatural peace and 
remember Jesus’ invitation to “Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

7. For the churches of the St Andrew and St Paul 
Mission Community, their clergy Joe Dent, Tim 
Partridge, Leon Sim, Philip Cairns, LLM David 
Huntley, and for all who live and worship in St 
Paul Stonehouse, and St Andrew Plymouth. 

8. On the feast day of the Saints and Martyrs 
of England, we remember those who have gone 
before us and particularly those who gave their 
lives for the gospel. May we share their faith as 
we follow you Jesus, counting the cost of being 
your disciples.

9. For the churches of the St Bartholomew and 
St Mark Ford Mission Community, their priest 
Richard Silk, and for all who live and worship in 
Devonport St Bartholomew and St Mark Ford.
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10. On Remembrance Sunday, as communities 
come together to remember all those who have 
lost their lives as a result of war, we pray that 
your church would be a light to those who 
gather, reflecting your love, and pointing them 
to you and your way of peace.

11. On Remembrance Day, we pray: Ever-living 
God we remember those whom you have 
gathered from the storm of war into the peace 
of your presence; may that same peace calm our 
fears, bring justice to all peoples and establish 
harmony among the nations, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

12. For the churches of the St Boniface, St 
Budeaux and St Philip Mission Community, their 
priest Michael Doyle, LLMs Elizabeth Dickens, 
Joanna Bound, Martin Clements, and for all who 
live and worship in St Philip, Weston Mill, St 
Budeaux, St Boniface, and Devonport. 

13.  On World Kindness Day, we remember the 
immeasurable grace and kindness God has shown 
us in all he has done for us. Help us to be kind 
to another: ‘as God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with kindness...’ 
(Colossians 3:12)

14. For St David’s Church Exeter, LLMs Charlotte 
Townsend, Bill Pattinson, Ian Cartwright, David 
Blundell, and for all who live and worship in 
Exeter St David. 

15. In our link with the Diocese of Cyprus and 
the Gulf we pray for The Rt. Rev’d Sean Semple, 
the Bishop of Cyprus and the Gulf, may God 
bless him in his ministry. We also pray for his 
wife Jenny and their children and grandchildren. 

16. For the Mission Shed - Evangelism gathering 
taking place today, we pray for all those 
attending, may they be encouraged and equipped 
in the work of evangelism. Lord, remind us of the 
importance and joy of sharing the Good News.

Sunday 10th – Saturday 16th

During Anti-Bullying Week we pray for young people, for those who have been hurt 
as well as those who have hurt others, may you bring healing, Lord. Please teach 
us all to love, honour, and forgive one another, doing to others what we would have 
them do to us.
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17. On Safeguarding Sunday we remember all 
victims of abuse and pray for healing. We give 
thanks for our parish safeguarding advisors, our 
diocesan safeguarding team and all who work to 
make our churches safe places. Help us to play 
our part, to have the bravery to speak up and 
look out for all those who are vulnerable.

18. For St James’ Church Exeter, its priest Henry 
Pryse, LLM Joan Ridgway, and for all who live 
and worship in St James, Exeter.

19. In our link with Thika, we pray for St Andrew’s 
Cathedral, it’s clergy and all who worship there. 
We also pray for their home groups, Sunday 
school, youth groups and for those who lead 
them.

20. On World Children’s Day, we pray for children 
in our families and communities, and we give 
thanks for the wonder of child-like faith. We 
pray all children would know they are loved by 
their Father in heaven, and we give thanks for 
Children’s workers in churches across Devon.

21. For St Jude’s Church Plymouth it’s priest Tim 
Smith, LLMs Jane Sanham, Jackie Yates, Peter 
Hadden, and for all who live and worship in St 
Jude Plymouth.

22. For St Leonard’s Church Exeter, its priest 
Chris Keane, and for all who live and worship in 
St Leonard with Holy Trinity.

23. On the International Survivors of Suicide Loss 
Day, we pray for all those who have lost loved 
ones to suicide. In times of pain and confusion, 
may they know you are near to the broken 
hearted, and that you yourself are acquainted 
with grief. Help us to listen well, and to weep 
with those who weep.

Sunday 17th – Saturday 23rd 

As COP29 begins, we pray for our world leaders, that you would give them ears 
to listen to those most affected by climate change, and wisdom on how to take 
action. We pray you would deepen our gratitude for all your hands have made, and 
move our hearts to care more deeply for your creation and for each other.
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Information included in this prayer diary is taken from the diocesan 
database where clergy and Licenced Lay Ministers (LLMs) have given 
permission to use details which are accurate at the time of publication. 
If there are any changes please email: operations@exeter.anglican.org

Sunday 24th – Saturday 30th

As we come to the end of ‘Movember’, we pray for men struggling with their mental 
health. May the church foster communities of vulnerability and honesty, where 
people are bult up and loved. May the peace of Christ comfort those who are 
anxious, angry, lonely or afraid, help them know you are near.

24. Stir-up Sunday is traditionally the day when 
Christmas puddings are made – as we approach 
the festive season, we pray for all those who are 
struggling to feed their families. We give thanks 
for churches running foodbanks, lunch clubs, 
warm spaces and other vital outreach. Help us 
to be generous with what we have been given, 
just as you are generous to us.

25. On the International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women, we give thanks for 
organisations fighting prejudice, discrimination 
and violence against women. We pray for past 
and present victims of abuse, please help them, 
Lord.

26. In our link with Melanesia, we pray for the 
new Diocese of Southern Malaita and Sikaiana, 
may it be led by Your wisdom and grace. May its 
leaders and members be filled with compassion, 
courage, and a deep commitment to Your will. 
Guide them to be a beacon of hope and love in 
their community, reflecting Your light in all they 
do.

27. For St Matthias’ Church Torquay, its clergy 
John Beckett, Paul Barton, Claire Reynolds, LLM 
Norma Gerry, and for all who live and worship in 
St Matthias, St Mark and Holy Trinity. 

28. For St Pancras’ Church Pennycross, its clergy 
Lawrence Braschi, Norma Baker, Phillip Baul, 
LLMs Mariska Minter, Paul Lumb, and for all who 
live and worship in St Pancras, Pennycross.

29. On the Day of Intercession and Thanksgiving 
for the Missionary Work of the Church, we 
remember that you call us to be your witnesses 
to the ends of the earth. We pray for all those 
carrying your good news to people across the 
world as well as here in the UK, Holy Spirit give 
us boldness.

30. On the Feast Day of Andrew the Apostle, one 
of the first called by Jesus, we remember how he 
left everything behind to follow you. Lord, help 
us to have that same devotion, and teach us to 
be ‘fishers of people’ like your disciple Andrew. 

Lord, help us to trust in you fully, not relying on our own strength or wisdom but relying on you. 

Remind us that you are sufficient, and reveal to us where we lean on our own understanding.

We give our lives to you, lead us, and teach us how to follow you.

Amen.

Reflecting on the words of Proverbs 3:5-6, we pray:



Tales from the Tower	

October is always a busy month for ringers in the Devon area, perhaps because as a largely 
farming community, work is a little easier, ‘all is safely gathered in’, the livestock sales are over 
and the countryside itself has a moment to breathe. So what better time to enjoy a little fun 
with our ringing? And for ringers, ‘fun’ always seems to go hand in hand (or maybe ‘rope in 
hand’) with improving our standards and making the sound of bells ringing across the golden 
woods and fields, the villages and towns, an even greater pleasure both for ourselves and for 
those who hear them.	

There have, as always, been a number of striking competitions all across the county. I think 
these competitions originated in the West Country, although now they are held all over 
England, and their purpose was twofold. Firstly, to give  the ringers something to strive for. 
Humans are a generally competitive bunch anyway, liking nothing more than to display our 
skills and prove we are better than the next person. Put like that, it’s not all that laudable, but 
when used to improve standards generally, to bring ringers from all areas together in a spirit of 
friendship and mutual respect, it can be lifted to a different level.	

After months of practice, honing their skills both individually and as a team, and raising their 
own personal standard, the day of the competition is eagerly awaited and there is much 
cheerful greeting and shaking of hands as ringers arrive to be given their number, which is 
then drawn from a hat (hats are so useful, aren’t they!) so that they know when they are to 
ring.	

The judges are not present for this. They are ensconced in some secret place (possibly an 
upstairs room in a nearby cottage) where they will listen to each peal, completely ignorant as 
to which band is ringing, and note down every fault or hesitation, big or small, before 
announcing their verdict at the end of the day.	

In the old song, ‘The Bells of Northlew’ they rang for a ‘belt and a hat laced with gold’ which 
must have been a pretty good prize. Or it might have been a bag full of cash, to be shared 
amongst the winning team. But prizes like  that became frowned upon, so now there is just a 
certificate or, for the outright winner, a trophy to be displayed in the tower and returned next 
year.	

Such a trophy is now in our own ringing chamber in Tavistock. Taking  part in the 2024 Guild 
Striking Competition at Combe Raleigh, hosted by East Devon, our team came a creditable 
third in the J P Fidler Cup competition with only 15.25 faults (how can you have 0.25 of a 
fault?) and scoring 80%. The winners were Exeter St Marks (9.5 faults and 90%) while Exeter 
Cathedral came second with 11.75 faults and 85%. So all quite close and there was some 
excellent bell music heard that day. 	

Less demanding, but equally valuable in bringing ringers together, is  our annual Tavistock 
Deanery Ringing Festival, held this year on 26 October, when ringers from every tower in the 
Deanery are invited to ring at each and any of them all (provided there is no reason why the 
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bells can’t be rung) ending at the ‘host’ church, where all can ring and there is a short service, 
including our special Ringers’ Hymn, with words written many years ago by George Grylls of 
Tavistock, and - of course - Tea.	

This year the host tower was Lamerton and there were several teams present. It seems to be 
fewer each year, as ringers dwindle in numbers, but the value to villages who have no ringers 
at all and may only hear their bells rung on this one day a year, makes it very worthwhile a 
tradition and I hope it will be maintained for many years to come. 	

Perhaps hearing their bells rung for this occasion will encourage such villages to gather a new 
team together, working hard to learn this very traditional English art, to discover what fun it 
can be, what good exercise both physical and mental, and to keep the sound of bells, ringing 
across the countryside and sending out their message of friendship and simple, human 
endeavour.	

Donna	
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Ask John  -  Do you believe in Fairies?	

Enquirer:	 Hi John.  Got a good one this time.	

John:	 Hello again.  I am beginning to dread bumping into you!	

Enquirer:	 We had the grandchildren round the other day, and they were watching a video 
about fairies.  Do they really exist?  	

John:	 Ah.  I take it you mean fairies and not your grandchildren.	

Enquirer:	 Ha, ha.  Very good.  So come on.  Spill the beans.  Do you believe in them?	

John:	 Yeees – sort of.	

Enquirer:	 Now wot does that mean?  Either you do or you don’t.	

John:	 Hmm.  Change the name first.  Do I believe non-physical beings exist?  Well a resounding 
yes.  As I have said before, there are Angels, demons, spirits, ghosts etc.  Are some of them 
fairies?  Could be.	

Enquirer:	 Here we go again.  Why do I bother?	

John:	 Because you cannot help yourself.  You want to know.	

 John:	People who have a psychic sight often see such beings. Only from here on things can get 
a bit complicated, for as I have said before, there are several different types of being.	

Enquirer:	 Oh no. I don’t think I’ve got time for this.	

John:	 The bible speaks of Elementals*.  St Paul asks us why we would want to spend our 
energy following such beings when we have the fountainhead in Christ, who we can approach 
directly.  [No not dreckly!]	

John:	 These Elementals may appear differently to different people in different countries at 
different times, based on different folk stories.  They seem to cloak themselves with our 
expectations and appear as we would want them to appear, limited only by our imagination.	

John:	 There are fairies, elves, pixies, leprechauns, trolls, ogres and who knows what.  In a few 
years’ time there will be Disney type fairies, Peppa-pigs and whatever else Disney comes up 
with.	

Enquirer:  Oh glory be!	

John:	 Remember I said there are Manus, Divas, phantoms, spectres, apparitions…..	

Enquirer:  Stop – stop.  	

John:	 Then there is Christ, who is the Lord of All.  So why bother with anything less?	

Enquirer:  Wish I’d never asked.  	

• Galatians 4v3	

• Colossians 2v8 & 20	

John	
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Gulworthy Notes for November	

Outside my window the trees on the edge of the Quay at Morwellham have now properly 
turned and are looking beautiful. Somehow, my notes from Gulworthy always return to the 
weather and outside, but it is one of the glories of seasonal change to watch the countryside 
and the garden move from month to month with sometimes huge and sometimes subtle 
changes. I think the same can be said of life in Gulworthy and at St Paul’s. We have times when 
there are a lot of events going on and times when it is very quiet. However, the last fundraising 
event of our year was a Quiz night, brilliantly set and run by Quizmaster supreme, Hugh. We 
had some 50 quizzers and the event was won by the Sydenham Dambusters. Well done I say, 
through gritted teeth, as our team, the Morwellhamsters came 2nd!!!! It was a great evening. A 
lot of laughter, a lot of knowledge we didn’t know we had and that we are now embarrassed 
to admit to and delicious pasties and drinks. Thank you especially to Hugh and to all who set 
up the Hall and provided refreshments. The event raised over £500 which will go into our fund 
to install a toilet and servery in St Paul’s	

I have been looking back to November notes from previous years – In 2021 I see that we had 
our first church event for over a year with a Harvest Celebration and meal and I had noted that 
the rain was almost torrential. No change with the weather then!  In 2022 we had the year of 
three Prime Ministers and Chancellors in quick succession and with them, much uncertainty. In 
2023 I mentioned the joy of a family wedding and this year, the same couple are a week away 
from their first baby - our third granddaughter! Life is varied, complex and wonderful!	

Here we are now with a new government with new promises and with bright ideas as to how 
to fulfil those promises. There are suggestions of great changes in the impending budget that 
may trouble some of our parishioners and perhaps push some of them into a state of anxiety 
and real financial hardship. It is a time when our community of Gulworthy and the solidity of 
our Parish Church need to be ready with emotional and spiritual support.	

Our readings and sermon in church last Sunday were about serving others, so at let us always 
reach out to one another and, like Jesus, come not to be serve, but to serve. Let us take the 
unwavering love of God out into our Parish. 	

With love and blessing from St Pauls.	

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY	

3rd November.  All Saints. Gulworthy	
10th November.  Remembrance Sunday and Family Service.	
15th December – Gulworthy Nativity.	
24th December. Crib and Christingle 3pm	
29th December. Benefice Service at Christchurch Brentor.	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Senior Clergy Reflection for November	

As November approaches, we move into a time of remembrance. 
The month starts with All Saints’ Day when we remember, with 
gratitude, those who have inspired us on our Christian journey. 
They may be people who are universally acknowledged as saints, 
but they could equally be just ordinary ‘saints’ – people living out 
their Christian faith in simple ways. I imagine that you will 
immediately know who those people have been for you. 	

All Souls’, in turn, is a chance for us to remember all those who 
have gone before. All the people we have known and loved (or not) 
throughout our life; the countless people who have impacted our 

lives and shaped us into the people we are today. 	

Inevitably, thinking about those I have lost over the years causes me to think about my own 
mortality. I approach this in a pragmatic, rather than sentimental, way. What needs to be 
done? It is always easier to focus on the practical things, like updating a will or arranging a 
power of attorney. These things are an inevitable part of growing older; they are important 
and mustn’t be put off, but are they really the most significant? 	

A few years ago, a relative died after a long and difficult illness. When her husband was 
clearing out her things, he found a letter that started “If you are reading this, I guess I didn’t 
make it…” She went on to tell him about how much she had valued their relationship, coming 
as it did later in life. Her husband was so upset! He felt he had been robbed of the chance to 
reply. There were things that he wanted to say to her but had never found the right moment. 
They had got caught up in a spiral of optimism that wouldn’t allow them to admit the 
inevitable. They had never actually discussed the possibility that she would die. 	

The most important thing for us all to do, whatever our age or health, is to have those 
conversations. We need to tell those around us what they mean to us and to let them tell us in 
return. This may be uncomfortable; it may be difficult to find the right time, but it is important 
and mustn’t be put off.  	

As Christians, we can approach the end of our life with hope and gratitude, knowing that God 
will welcome us home. In this remembrance season, as we look back with thanksgiving at the 
Saints and Souls that have gone before, let us also look around us and tell those near what 
they mean to us. And I pray that God will give us grace to listen when they tell us what we 
mean to them.	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Ven. Jane Bakker, 

Archdeacon of Plymouth



Hymn for the Month: ‘For all the Saints’	

The month of November opens with All Saints’ Day, and so I’ve chosen the magnificent 
processional hymn, ‘For all the saints, who from their labours rest’. 	

For all the saints, who from their labours rest,	
Who thee by faith before the world confessed,	
Thy name, O Jesu, be forever blest:	 	 	 Alleluia!	

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;	
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;	
Thou in the darkness drear their one true light:	 	 Alleluia!	

O may thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,	
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old,	
And win, with them, the victor’s crown of gold:	 	 Alleluia!	

O blest communion, fellowship divine!	
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;	
Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine:	 	 	 Alleluia!	

And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,	
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,	
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong:	  Alleluia!	

The golden evening brightens in the west;	
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;	
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest:	 	 	 Alleluia!	

But lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:	
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;	
The King of Glory passes on his way:	 	 	 Alleluia!	

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,	
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,	
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:	 	 	 Alleluia!	

‘For all the saints’ is structured in three parts. First, it remembers all the saints from the past, 
who have gone before us to their reward in heaven; then it moves into a present in which we 
are continuing their struggle against evil; finally, it looks to a future when all the ‘countless 
host’ of saints from every nation—us included—will stream triumphantly into the heavenly 
city. Much of the imagery in the final verses comes from Revelation (especially chapters 7 and 
21) but there are also allusions to passages such as 2 Timothy 2:3, where Timothy is exhorted 
to ‘endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ’. In its Victorian (somewhat Pre-
Raphaelite) style, the hymn conveys an inspiring sense of the communion of saints as a ‘cloud 
of witnesses’ from all ages (Hebrews 12:1). 	

This great hymn was written in 1864 by a much-loved High Churchman, William Walsham How 
(1823‒97) while he was rector of Whittington in Shropshire. In its first version it ran to eleven 
stanzas, but three of them were quite soon omitted from hymn books. How was one of the 

￼20



leading Anglican hymn-writers of the nineteenth century, writing 
over sixty hymns (his first before he was thirteen), and co-editing 
several collections of hymns. According to Ian Bradley, in his book 
on Victorian hymns, How believed that good hymns should be ‘like 
a good prayer—simple, real, earnest and reverent’. From 1879 until 
1888 he served as Suffragan Bishop in East London, known variously 
as the ‘children’s bishop’, ‘the poor man’s bishop’ and, especially, 
‘the omnibus bishop’ because he travelled everywhere by public 
bus rather than a private carriage. 	

	

The tune ‘Sine Nomine’ (‘without a name’), 
was composed in 1906 by Ralph Vaughan 

Williams (1872‒1958) specially for this hymn. Indeed, in his will 
Vaughan Williams forbade the use of ‘Sine Nomine’ with any other 
words. The title pays its own tribute to the countless saints who may 
not remembered by name but are nevertheless among the ‘blest 
communion’. Vaughan Williams’s tune contributes powerfully to the 
sense of a great procession when this hymn is sung, each verse 
building towards its repeated ‘Alleluia’. Of many performances on 
YouTube, I particularly like one by St Paul’s Cathedral Choir, recorded 
in 2010—stately, sung with feeling, not too fast.	

Bob Owens	
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Concerts in 2024 and 2025	

All concerts are in St Eustachius’ unless stated:

2024	
Sat 9th Nov at 6.30 pm: Mount Kelly Remembrance Concert	
Sat 14th Dec at 7.30 pm: Stannary Brass Band Christmas Concert	

2025	

Sat 26th Apr at 3.00 pm: South West chamber Choir	

Sat 10th May at 7.30 pm: Vocal Harem	

Sat 17th May at 7.30 pm: Stannary Brass Band Concert	
Sat 28th Jun at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir Concert	
Sat 27th Sep at 7.30 pm: Tamar Valley Male Voice Choir Concert	
Sat 13th Dec at 7.30 pm: Stannary Brass Band Christmas Concert	

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
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Tavistock Parish Public Events for November	
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November 2024 (events are in the Parish Centre unless otherwise stated)
Fri 1 10 am - 12 noon Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)
Mon 4 10 am - 2 pm Warm Welcome
Tues 5 9.30 - 11 am Little Deers Baby and Toddler Group
Wed 6 2 - 4 pm Handicraft Group
Fri 8 10 am - 12 noon Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)
Mon 11 10 am - 2 pm Warm Welcome

2.30 - 4.30 pm Prayer and Stillness Group
Tues 12 9.30 - 11 am Little Deers Baby and Toddler Group
Fri 15 10 am - 12 noon Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)
Mon 18 10 am - 2 pm Warm Welcome
Tues 19 9.30 - 11 am Little Deers Baby and Toddler Group
Wed 20 2 - 4 pm Handicraft Group
Thur 21 2 - 4 pm Bereavement Group
Fri 22 10 am - 12 noon Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)
Mon 25 10 am - 2 pm Warm Welcome
Tues 26 9.30 - 11 am Little Deers Baby and Toddler Group
Fri 29 10 am - 12 noon Friendly Fridays (St E. Church)



Closing Thought	

The evangelist Billy Graham once said: 	

“True prayer is a way of life, not just for use in cases of emergency. Make it a habit,	

 and when the need arises you will be in practice”.	
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St Eustachius’ Church Useful Contacts	

Revd. Matt Godfrey, Vicar - 07341 665510 or vicar@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk	

Churchwardens: Mrs Catherine Stoate - 07773 162553 or 
churchwardena@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk and Mrs Pam Hunter 01822 614200 or 
HntPam3@aol.com	

Director of Music – Mrs Mary Mazur-Park marymazurpark@gmail.com	
	
Pastoral Care Co-ordinator: Mrs Diana McDowell – 07990 682349 or dsm261@hotmail.com	
	
Parish Giving Officer: Mr Peter Rowan – 01822 617999	
	
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Miss Rita Bilverstone – 01822 614825 or 
safeguarding@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk	

Parish Office: Jo Barton (open M-F 10am to 12 noon) 01822 616673, 	
parishoffice@tavistockparishchurch.org.uk	

Bellringers: George Mudge (tower captain) 01822 615456, or email 
phil.dunn.3cc@btinternet.com	

All other contacts - see church website www.tavistockparishchurch.org.uk	
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